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PREFACE

THE PURPOSE of this Preface is to give a short description of the
objectives, function and work of the International Olympic Academy, for
those who are either unaware of its existence or whose knowledge regarding
it is vague or scant. Its offices are quartered in those of the Hellenic
Olympic Committee at 4, Kapsalis Street, Athens 138, Greece, to which
address application can be made.

THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY was formed in 1961.
The object of the Academy is that of maintaining and promoting the
Olympic Spirit. It aims at studying and applying the educational and
social principles of competitive sport and consolidating the Olympic
concept.

The Olympic Academy is sponsored by the Hellenic Olympic Com-
mittee under the auspices of the International Olympic Committee.

THE ANNUAL COURSES

In order to achieve the above objectives, the Olympic Academy has
instituted annual courses during summer, of about two weeks duration.
These courses are held at Olympia but additional courses may be held
at any time of the year. Apart from lectures, seminars and debates, the
general activities embrace physical exercises, games and recreation.

PARTICIPATION AT THE COURSES

Nominations for participants of either sex shall be through the
National Olympic Committee of each country. Preference shall nor-
mally be accorded to students and graduates of Universities, Colleges
and Physical Culture Academies, as also to Sports officials, coaches
and leading athletes.

THE LECTURES

The lectures by preference shall be in English or French, both
of which languages are the official languages of the International Olym-
pic Academy. Trandations of all lectures are supplied in English and
French. The lectures are aimed at teaching and inculcating the true
Olympic Spirit. They deal with subjects regarding the philosophy and
ideology of the Games and of Sport in general, as also with those from
sthe history of the ancient Games, with the evolution of the modern
Games and Sports and their contribution to the education of youth.
The influence of the Games and of Sport on the Arts and Social Sciences
is also included, as well as the moral principles of Sports and the creation
of spiritual values through them. Also theories and techniques and
scientific subjects related to Sports.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE OLYMPIC ACADEMY

The objectives of the I.O.A. could hardly be better set out than
by giving three extracts from an Address delivered in Athens on June
16, 1961, by Mr. Avery Brundage, President of the Internationa O-
lympic Committee.

"We have many problems due to the astonishingly rapid growth
of the Games, since there has not been time with our organization of
volunteers to educate everyone in Olympic principles.”

"The International Olympic Committee was placed in charge of
the Olympic Movement, with the duty to "maintain its ideals and to
guard and defend its principles'. We must restate and clearly define
our objectives and draft our rules accordingly, and there is no better
place to accomplish this than in Greece, atruly Olympic country with
an Olympic champion as Crown Prince."

"The objectives of the Olympic Movement as designed by the Ba-
ron de Coubertin, are a broad and comprehensive development for men,
in which sport, emphasizing grace, beauty and its moral qualities, play
apart but only a part. Athletic Games and competitions are not a career
- they are incidental to symmetrical and harmonious physical, mental
and spiritual development, a supplement and not a goal!"

THE ACADEMY GROUNDSAT OLYMPIA

The International Olympic Academy has acquired 100 acres in
Ancient Olympia in close proximity to the ancient stadium and the
Cronion Hill whence of old Zeus, father of Gods and Men, was reputed
to have watched the Games.

At present there is an encampment, but various buildings have
been planned and include dormitories, a refectory, lecture and reception
rooms, a library, a museum, an amphitheatre, a palaestra and various
training grounds and rooms. An emplacement has already been exca-
vated ready to receive the stele containing the heart of the Baron de
Coubertin, now situated at the entrance to the Altis, but to be transfer-
red shortly to the grounds of the 1.O.A.

Olympia is situated in a smiling undulating countryside covered
with vineyards, pine trees and cyperrissus, as well as oleander. It nestles
at the junction of the waters of the broad flowing Alpheus and the
Cladeus, in the region of Elis, a few miles from a coast of attractive
beaches, at some 200 miles by road from Athens.



MESSAGE
FROM H.R.H. THE CROWN PRINCE CONSTANTINE
FOR THE INAUGURATION OF THE THIRD SESSION

L ecturers and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| wish to express to you My great joy at your presence in Olympia
on the occasion of the inauguration of the work of the 3rd Session of
the International Olympic Academy.

| send you My wishes of Welcome.

The name of this corner of Greek lands, which Nature has endowed
with divine serenity and which the worship of Olympian Zeus established
by the most illustrious Games of antiquity, is now linked with every
corner of the planet through the function of the ingtitution of the In-
ternational Olympic Academy.

It is our endeavour to preserve the purity of the spirit of the modern
Olympiads, since the Games must be the symbols not of the super-
human struggle between materialism and the spirit, but on the contrary
of the development through the body and the projection of man in
perfect and incomparable pure harmony.

In expressing the sincere sentiments of all Greeks, | am sure that
through the closer link of the Nations and of individuals under the aegis
of the International Olympic Academy you will be nurtured in the spirit
of Olympia and you will be inspired with the Olympic ideology.

| wish you a pleasant sojourn and creative work, and | hope that
you will be imbued with the Olympic Ideals of freedom, of noble rival-
ry and of peace, and that you will become apostles of the Olympic Spirit
which has its source in these ideals.

MESSAGE OF GREETING CABLED BY Mr. AVERY BRUNDAGE,
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
TO THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY

Chicago, Illinois

Greetings to the Olympic Academy for its Third Session. May the se-
renity and sacred stones of Olympia remind you of the high moral
principles and the lofty ideals which were exemplified through al the
lands of the Greeks for amost twelve centuries by the ancient Games
and which today have been brought to 100 countries in less than one
century by the revived Games. Best wishes for a stimulating sojourn.

AVERY BRUNDAGE



H.R.H. The Crown Prince Conitantine, President of the H.O.C., greetsthe lecturer»
at the H.O.C. reception. Shaking hands with Dr. Bruno Zauli.

H.R.H. greets the participants. Shaking hands with Mr. E. Krishnan Nair of india.
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In the Altis of ancient Olympia



