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FOREWORD

The programme of events of the International Olympic Academy opened on 30
March with the ceremony of the lighting of the Olympic Flame for the 26th Olympic Games in Atlanta and the celebrations marking the centennial of the modern
Olympics. The representatives of the Greek government, the members of the American delegation, HOC members, the priestesses and approximately 40 Academy
alumni from different countries who attended the lighting of the Flame, stayed at
the Academy. In the presence of American First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton, before the official lighting of the Flame, a simple ceremony was held at the Pierre de
Coubertin grove in honour of the reviver of the modern Olympic Games. The
guests then watched the lighting of the flame from the rays of the sun with the
help of a concave mirror, in front of the majestic ancient temple of Hera in the sacred Altis. The priestesses, led by the head priestess Maria Pambouki, carried the
flame to the ancient stadium of Olympia. A beautiful dance performance followed,
choreographed by Mrs Hors, as part of the ritual for the delivery of the flame to
the first torch runner. For the first time since it was inaugurated, this moving ceremony was watched by about 20,000 spectators. They had gathered since early in
the morning on the slopes of the ancient stadium reviving glorious memories from
its past, in an atmosphere filled with emotion. The Flame Relay was followed by
the group of Academy alumni who, all together, in a symbolic peace march, representing all the peoples of this earth, accompanied the Flame to mount Taygetos in the Péloponnèse, over a distance of about 15 km.
During the Games' centennial celebrations, the IOC's Executive Board met for
the first time in the IOA's facilities, on 5 April, under the chairmanship of Juan Antonio Samaranch. The meeting was attended by IOC Vice-Presidents Dr. Un Yong
Kim, Mr. Marc Hodler, Prince Alexandre de Merode, H.E. Mr. Pal Schmitt and
members of the Executive Board, Mr. Richard W. Pound, Mr. Ahwini Kumar, Mrs
Anita DeFrantz, H.E. Judge Keba Mbaye, Mr. Zhenliang He and Mr. Richard Kevan
Gosper.
On the occasion of that official meeting a commemorative plaque was unveiled in the hall of the new Conference Centre by the President of the IOC. Mr. Samaranch also inaugurated the IOA's new library, expressing the wish to contribute
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to its equipment. The modern library of the IOA is one of the best sports libraries
in the world; together with the new conference facilities it marks a new start in the
Academy's work.
The IOC members who attended the meeting had the opportunity to get better
acquainted with the Academy's work and activities.
As part of the centennial events, an official ceremony was organized by the
Hellenic Olympic Committee on 5 April in the old Parliament Building, in the presence of the President of the Hellenic Republic, Mr. C. Stefanopoulos, the President of the IOC, H.E. Juan Antonio Samaranch and the Mayor of Athens Mr. Avramopoulos. A cup which was the exact replica of the cup offered by Michel Breal
to the winner of the Marathon race in 1896 was awarded to all three. There were
also two highly successful exhibitions at the Zappeion: the World Exhibition of
Olympic Stamps and Memorabilia and the exhibition «the Mind and the Body"
from 25/3 to 10/4.
Festivities culminated in the ceremony that was held in the Panathenean Stadium on 6 April, in the presence of the President of the Hellenic Republic C. Stefanopoulos and IOC President J. A. Samaranch, to commemorate the revival of the
Olympic Games. Invited athletes from the 13 countries which took part in the first
international Olympic Games competed in track and field events in a packed Panathenean Stadium. The celebrations for the centennial of the Olympic Games ended with a torch relay run by athletes from the 22 cities that have staged summer
Olympics. For the record, the names of the Olympic winners who took part in the
symbolic torch relay in the Panathenean Stadium and the cities which they represented are listed at the end of this introduction.(1)
This year also marked the 36th anniversary of the Academy's operation. During
the simple but beautiful ceremony on the hill of the Pnyx, Professors John Powell
(Canada) and Nicolaos Yalouris (Greece) were honoured with the gold Kotinos of
the Academy. Mr. Conrado Durantez (Spain) was awarded a replica of the sculpture of Victory which stands on the Academy's grounds. Mr. Schizas' (Greece)
long-standing contribution to the HOC and the IOA was also recognized, while
Mr. Petros Linardos, sports journalist and historian, received the IOC's Centennial
Olympic Games Trophy. The events continued in the IOA's facilities in Ancient
Olympia. The 36th Session opened with the traditional wreath-laying ceremony at
the steles of Pierre de Coubertin and John Ketseas and Carl Diem. Officials gathered there to the sound of music. Following a presentation on the history of the
stele, eight discussion group coordinators representing all continents read short
extracts from the work of Coubertin which reflected his ideas on the revival of the
Olympic Games, their significance, Olympism and Olympic Education. A shiver
went through the audience when Coubertin's tape recorded voice could be heard
through the loudspeakers delivering his Olympic message for the Berlin Olympics
in 1936.
Then, sculptures generously donated to the IOA on the occasion of its 36th anniversary by the NOCs of Guatemala and Saudi Arabia were unveiled. Today, in
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the luscious green grounds of the IOA, there are 6 sculptures altogether, including
the sculpture offered by the National Olympic Committee of Korea and the three
works created by Greek artists. Our objective is to create an Olympic Sculptures
Park with works from all over the world in the Academy's open spaces.
The academic part of the Session started with the lectures by guest professors.
The level of these lectures was exceptionally good. All speakers used audiovisual
equipment to attract the interest of their audience.
The first three lectures, on historic subjects, were delivered by the President of
the Academy, Mr. Serpieris, Professor Yalouris and Dean Georgiadis. The President of the Academy presented the work of the Academy from 1991 to this day
and outlined the areas of its future development.
Professor Yalouris, basing himself on documentary evidence, spoke of the influence of excavations at the sanctuaries of Olympia and Delphi on the revival of
the Olympic Games. The Dean of the Academy presented the history of the revival of the first modern Olympics in Athens and their impact on the Greek and
world communities at the time.
On the second day of the Session, participants had the opportunity to exchange views with IOC member Mr. Willi Kaltschmitt Lujan. They made good use
of the time available to present all their queries on the Olympic Movement and the
IOC. They also put a number of questions about the IOC to lecturer Mr. Carlos
Montserrat. The IOC Head of Personnel described the IOC's activities before and
during the Games.
On the following days, there were also very interesting lectures. The President
of the Spanish National Olympic Academy, Mr Conrado Durantez, presented the
life, work and ideas of humanist Pierre de Coubertin, with the support of abundant
photographic material.
Professor Mr Ian Jobling explained how his idea of bringing simple citizens and
school students closer to the Olympic Idea was realized by organizing an Olympic
train journey along the eastern coast of Australia.
Presenting his «Comparative study on the social status, role and problems of
athletes in Athens 1896 and Atlanta 1996", Professor Ed. De Rose talked at length
about the use of pharmaceutical substances before and during the Games and the
ways of handling this problem.
Professor A. Schneider analyzed women's position in society and the Olympic
Movement from antiquity to this day. Objectively and without harping on the past,
she recounted women's itinerary in the Olympic Movement today and proposed
solutions for the future.
Mr D. Gangas, the Secretary General of the Hellenic Olympic Committee, touched on a number of legal issues in his lecture. He analyzed the relations between
the NOCs and the IOC and legal aspects relating to the discrimination and the respect of human rights in sport. He also spoke of the legal effect of the Eligibility
Code and its implications for the development of the Olympic Movement.
In his lecture, Mr Ven Kat Rao, supported the view that the decision on the
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choice of the host city of the Games is mostly influenced by geopolitical factors.
Mr W. Borgers and Mr Ath. Kritsinelis presented the history of the torch and
flame relay from ancient times to this day.
The scientific level of all lectures was excellent and in this respect the Session
was highly successful.
A whole morning session was devoted to the World Sports Journalists Day
which was celebrated on the initiative of the Hellenic Sports Journalists Association in collaboration with the IOA.
Short but interesting presentations were made by Elias Sporidis, Petros Linardos and A. Luntzenfichter on the role of the sports press in the Olympic Movement. Participants were given a lot of new information on the relationship between the mass media and the Olympic Movement and were most appreciative of
the whole event.
This year, we felt it necessary to change the way in which discussion groups
worked. Only those questions relating to the basic concepts of the Olympic Movement were the same for all groups. In addition, there were different questions
on substantial issues for each discussion group. There were also some specialized
questions which required some research work in the library in order to be answered.
There were 13 groups in all (2 French-speaking, 10 English-speaking and one
Russian-speaking). The groups worked efficiently and in harmony and their
conclusions were presented during two separate high-level sessions. Professor
John Powell once again prepared the Consolidated Report which is contained in
this 1996 activity report. The working group coordinators once more contributed
significantly to the Academy's work.
At the closing ceremony, the lecturers submitted a proposal, together with their
conclusions that the Academy should organize a symposium for executives of multinational companies, Olympic sponsors and Olympic Movement experts the purpose of such a meeting would be to promote the exchange of views, knowledge
and information and clarify a number of contradictions within the Olympic Movement.
The Session's programme also included 16 short presentations by participants.
Many of these presentations referred to the unique and touching experiences of
former Olympic competitors.
Coordinator Rasty Wilson, who worked closely with the Dean of the Academy,
released information material for the benefit of participants on a daily basis. This
information include the latest Academy news, various announcements and instructions to participants and details of the forthcoming events that were not mentioned on the programme.
The dance workshop was again very popular this year. About 70 students, under Mrs E. Hanley's guidance, learned to dance traditional Greek dances and modern dances in the course of five two-hour sessions which were not part of the official programme. The dance team, worked closely with the Fine Arts Workshop
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for the organization of a special event during which there were beautiful performances of dancing, music, poetry, reflecting their hard, but fruitful efforts.
The social evenings also played an important role in promoting entertainment
and communication among students. Most participants come to the Academy already prepared to take part in theatrical performances, national dances and other
activities during the lively social evenings of the Academy and their contributions
were highly appreciated.
The Fine Arts Workshop run by Kevin Whitney celebrated its 10th anniversary
this year. Under his supervision, students once again produced beautiful paintings
and sculptures from clay. At the end of the Session, awards were given to the three
best paintings, the three best sculptures, the three best photographs and the three
best poems written by participants during the Session.
As usual, a number of other major international events were organized at the
Academy in 1996, apart from the Session. As we do every year we will briefly report on the most important of these.
The 4th Postgraduate Seminar that was held from May 1st to June 15th was
most successful. It has become established by now as one of the most popular and
significant events of the IOA. It offers intensive academic post-graduate training in
Olympic subjects, while providing at the same time an excellent opportunity for
participants to familiarize themselves with Greek civilization and be initiated into
the Olympic values.
Furthermore, the students at the seminar who will certainly play a major role in
the academic community one day and the Olympic Family will be better equipped
for promoting the Olympic Movement.
The seminar was attended by 31 students from 22 countries. As in previous
years, the seminar was not restricted to the academic part but combined educational visits to archaeological sites to allow participants to see the most important cultural centres of Greece.
The high-level lectures delivered by the supervising professors were completed by the papers prepared by the students which were very good in their overwhelming majority. The following professors taught at the seminar: Ingomar Weiler
(AUT), Athanassios Kalpaxis (GRE), Kostas Georgiadis (GRE), Otto Schantz (FRA),
Michael Herzfeld (USA), Norbert Mueller (GER), John Lucas (USA), Jim Parry
(GBR), assisted by visiting professors: Vladimir Rodichenko (RUS), Andreas Panagopoulos (GRE), Stephen G. Miller (USA) and Leonidas Bartzeliotis (GRE).
At the end of the seminar, participants were divided in four groups, depending
on the content of their studies and the topic of their seminar paper, to draw up the
results of the course which were presented at the closing ceremony.
The students of the postgraduate seminar were able to follow the proceedings
of the 3rd Joint Session for Directors of National Olympic Academies and Members
and Staff of National Olympic Committees that was held from May 10 to 17.
There were only three guest lecturers at the Joint Session: Mr Louis Borg
(Malta), Dr Vladimir Rodichenko (Russia) and Dr Karel Wendl (IOC). There were
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also lectures by the President of the IOA, Mr F. Serpieris, Mr Ath. Kritsinelis, Head
of the HOC's Technical Department and the Dean of the IOA, Mr Kostas Georgiadis. We had intentionally limited the number of lectures, to give more time to participants to present the work and activities of their National Olympic Academies.
In his presentation, the President of the Academy spoke of Greece's contribution to the Olympic Movement for the promotion of Olympic Education. The author of this report presented the history of the revival and the first International
Olympic Games in Athens in 1896.
Mr Ath. Kritsinelis described the ceremony of the lighting of the Olympic Flame
and the technical aspects of the Olympic Torch Relay. Dr K. Wendl presented the
structure, operation and aims of the IOC in the past and today. Professors Borg
and Rodichenko spoke on matters related to Olympic Education.
The Session was a great success. For the first time, 66 National Olympic Academies were represented, 23 of which made short ten-minute presentations on
their work and activities.
The idea of having National Olympic Academies present their activities and the
time made available for an exchange of views was welcomed by all. Thus, the leaders of National Olympic Academies had the opportunity to hear about Olympic
Education programmes, educational and social activities undertaken by individual
NOAs, publications on the celebration of the Olympic Day and Olympic Games at
schools. Special reference should be made to the Olympic Education programme
for children of pre-school age which has been developed by the Children's Museum of Athens in collaboration with the IOA and was presented at the Session. In
the discussion period, where all NOA officials were present, interesting ideas and
information could be exchanged on all these issues.
Once again the IOA's role in coordinating the activities of National Olympic
Academies was emphasized, as well as the importance of the Session which
should be continued in the future.
A symposium on Olympic Education in schools was held at the Academy on
the initiative of HOC President A. Tzikas; it was attended by 15 people, professors
from different disciplines and experts on Olympic Education and lasted from 13 to
15 September.
Participants focused on issues like; what is Olympic Education? Whom should
it address? What values and principles can be practically taught and conveyed as
messages to the children and how? How best to work with the mass media? Who
should teach the values and principles of Olympism? What would be the best way
to interpret the Olympic Games which are a bad example for children today? Who
are the promoters of Olympic Education? What do children need for Olympic Education? What do teachers need for Olympic Education?
A global proposal was presented at the end of the symposium with the conclusions of the proceedings. The proposal included: a) the aim of Olympic Education
programmes, b) The development of Olympic Education programmes in different
countries and c) specific initiatives for the introduction of education programmes
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in various countries.
The symposium was a remarkable initiative which will be completed with the
organization of an international conference and the publication of a manual on
Olympic Education.
Finally, during the Atlanta Olympics (17 July - 5 August 1996) an exhibition on
the IOA was organized in the Olympic Village. The exhibition presented the history, the work and activities of the Academy. It was an excellent idea that should
be repeated at future Olympic Games. The exhibition was visited by many competitors and visitors to the Olympic Village.
This was the 4th year of Mr Ferdinand Serpieris' presidency of the IOA. We
wish to extend our warm thanks to him for his contribution to the Academy's work
and humanitarian goals.
As always, the IOA's programme of activities in 1996 was rich and varied. Its
contribution to the training of sports administrators in the Olympic Movement is
most significant. One should not forget, however, that its important work can only
be carried through thanks to the constant moral and material support of the IOC
and the Hellenic Olympic Committee.
A quick review of the IOA's activities in 1996 clearly shows that there is a growing interest on the part of scientific and sports groups and associations to hold
their sessions and seminars in the Academy's facilities. As a result the Academy remained open from the middle of April to the middle of October without any break.
A total of 43 events, 19 of them international, were held. The total number of
participants was 3080.
In closing, we wish to express our deep appreciation to the National Olympic
Committees and the National Olympic Academies for the good preparation of the
participants they send to the Academy's sessions. Their careful selection of these
participants ensures the high academic standing and efficient running of the IOA's
sessions.
Konstantinos Georgiadis
IOA Dean

13

LIST OF IOA ACTIVITIES - 1996

March
OL 20-21/3
30/3 30/3
30-31/3

Moraiti School (Eurosport)
Lighting of the flame
Alumni Association
Greece-China Friendship Association

(237 people)
(150 people)
(40 people)

Visit of students from Israel
Lyc e Léonin
IOC official meeting
Study visit by French Philhellenes

(40 people)
(167 people)
(65. people)
(80 people)

April
2/4 56/4 5/4
7-9/4
May
2-5/5 3/515/6
OL6/5 OL
9-11/5
OL 11-17/5
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Thessaly Physical Education and
Sport Science Department
4th IOA International Postgraduate Seminar
for Selected Students
52nd Athens High School
Fytila Educational Institution
3rd Joint Session for Directors of National
Olympic Academies-Members and Staff
of National Olympic Committees and
International Federations

(6l people)
(43 people)
(21 people)
(97 people)

(140 people)

OL 16
OL 22-2/5
OL 24-26/5
25/5
OL 25-29/5
27/5
OL 28-30/5

Visit by students of the Cephalonia
High School
(13 people)
Secondary Education Teachers' Federation
(145 people)
Marangopoulou Foundation
(15 people)
Hygeia Hospital Doctors' Scientific Association (50 people)
Thessaloniki University
(55 people)
Study visit of the friends of the excavations
at Nemea
(93 people)
Fitness and Nutrition Congress
(29 people)

June
OL 30/52/6 OL5/6
OL 7-9/6
OL 21/61/7

Greek Ice Skating Federation
Visit by Romanian Diplomats
International Police Officers' Union
36th International Session for
Young Participants

(250 people)
(10 people)
(82 people)

Prefecture of Eleia Pupils Seminar
"Akto" Fine Arts Workshop
International Folk Art Association
Eleia Bar Association
Theodorakis Concert (ERT)
Hellenic Association for Atlantic and
European Cooperation
Greek Girl Scouts

(101 people)
(32 people)
(13 people)
(80 people)
(58 people)

(244 people)

July
OL 2-5/7
OL 6-7/7
OL 10-14/7
13/7
OL 18-19/7
OL 19-24/7
27, 28, 30/7, 1/8

(27 people)
(2450 people)

August
OL 2-4/8

"O Noumas" Prefecture of Eleia Periodical

(100 people)

OL 7-10/8

Association for the Internationalization of
the Greek Language
F d ration Sportive et Culturelle de France
7th International Philosophy Symposium

(32 people)
(32 people)
(55 people)

11-18/8 OL
13-18/8

15

20-30/8
OL 21-29/8

Kifisia Hereacles Sports Association
Glyfada "Arion" Yachting Club

(20 people)
(14 people)

International Congress on Fair Play
German University Professors

(21 people)
(21 people)

September
OL 12-15/9
18-23/9

October
OL 5-6/10
OL 17-20/10
OL 26-28/10

Sports Medicine Symposium
Greek Boxing Federation
Federation of Ancient Olympic Sports

(60 people)
(120 people)
(40 people)

November
OL 7-11/11

Japanese Amateur Sport Association

(11 people)
Total: 5681 people
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Mr Lam bis NIKOLAOU, IOC Member in Greece (in the middle) has just presented to
Mr Conrado DURANTEZ (ESP) the trophy for his significant contribution to the IOA.

Prof. Nikos YALOURIS (on the left) Honorary Vice President of the Ephoria of the IOA receives his trophy by Mr Andreas FOURAS, Under Secretary of State for Sports for his long lasting service to the IOA.
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Prof. John T. Powell (CAN) is awarded a honorable distinction by the Athens
Mayor Mr Dimitri A VRAMOPOULOS for his unselfish zeal and his significant faith to
the IOA aims.

Mr Themistoklis SHIZAS (GRE) (on the right) Honorary Director of the Hellenic
Olympic Committee was by the side of the IOA since its very first difficult moments
and worked hard for its progress.
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OPENING CEREMONY
OF THE 36TH SESSION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY
HELL OF THE PNYX
20th JUNE 1996
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Mr Freddy SERPIERIS IOA President while addressing the audience on the Hill
of the Pnyx.
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Address
by Mr Freddy Serpieris (GRE)
President of the International Olympic Academy

It is a happy occasion that this year's world celebration of the first centennial
since the modern revival of the Olympic Games should coincide with the 35th anniversary of IOA's continuous existence and operation with its seat at Ancient
Olympia.
The heart of the Olympic Community beats restlessly, seeking out new horizons, going after new social phenomena, putting the ideas and the philosophy of
Olympism as well as its development since ancient times to worthy use, with the
aim of protecting it from a "mistaken course", which was something Baron de
Coubertin was anxious and seriously preoccupied about.
For 35 years, the International Olympic Academy has offered its hospitality to
intellectuals, people with vision, people who have learned, since their childhood,
to strive and aim high - being Olympic Champions in life too - because they themselves had to send throughout the whole world the message of "everywhere and
ever, Playing Fair".
In 1961, the pioneers of these principles were, for the first time, hosted in tents
next to the Alpheios river and to the Ancient Olympia Stadium; moreover, the lectures and conferences were held in the open air.
Time, however, went swiftly by and interest rose in geometrical fashion, so
that more than 60,000 people have now visited the International Olympic Academy to see the cradle of Olympism with their own eyes, to run in the Ancient
Olympia Stadium and to work with their minds oriented towards that ever-springing source which is the Ancient Olympic Spirit that forms the basis of the Olympic Movement.
As far as infrastructure is concerned, the conference facilities are now at an optimal level; furthermore, a highly advanced conference centre of enormous capacity has been in operation for the last 2 years, functioning according to international standards and covering every need.
The International Olympic Academy currently embraces 80 National Academies
from all over the world, supporting them as they endeavour to realize within the
context of modern social phenomena the educational potential of the Olympic
Philosophy. Allow me today to announce to you officially from the floor that, the
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International Olympic Academy, on the occasion of its 35th anniversary and by virtue of its role as a leading organization, will have, by the end of 1996, supplied all
National Academies and National Olympic Committees with full statistical data on
all its works, all the lectures, seminars and sessions organized by it, as well as on
all the speakers, thereby facilitating the task of students and researchers.
An official list with complete record of all Academies will be issued in order to
facilitate communication. In addition, the International Olympic Academy, assisted
by the Hellenic Museum of Children and a team of professors from the Ministry of
Education, is now completing 2 Olympic educational programs - a program for
nursery-school children and another one for high-school children. Both these programs have already been presented and applied in seminars that have been held
in our facilities; within the next few months they will be available to the entire
Olympic Community.
It is therefore obvious that the IOA in collaboration with the other National
Olympic Academies strives for the realization of Pierre de Coubertin's objectives.
He himself believed that youth represents the bright future of humanity and
that Peace and Civilization in the modern world fully depend on the careful upbringing of young people.
It is my strong belief that the effects of all our efforts are becoming visible and
the Olympic Community is rapidly developing, aiming constantly towards the "Citius, Altius, Fortius", during the extremely difficult and dangerous times in which
we live.
Dear Participants,
In conclusion, I would like to welcome you to Greece and I hope that from tomorrow on you will have the chance yourselves to feel the grandeur of the Olympic Idea that springs forth out of the bowels of the Greek earth, in the grassy ruins
of Ancient Olympia, and that you will become messengers of this universal philosophy back in your countries.
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Address
by Mr Andreas FOURAS (GRE)

It is with feelings of joy, honour and emotion that I welcome to this sacred
place young men and women from all over the world, who have come to our
country in order to discuss the past, present and future of the Olympic Movement.
I wish to extend my congratulations to those who have created the International Olympic Academy and contributed to its constructive and productive operation for 35 years.
During all these years, the IOA has contributed, significantly, to the promotion
of the Olympic Idea, the consolidation of Olympic values and the dissemination of
the Olympic messages, while forming many thousands of ambassadors of the
Olympic cause throughout the world.
By educating and informing young people from all over the world, the International Olympic Academy is preparing the future administrators and leaders of
the Olympic Movement. It has developed into a workshop of unity and friendship
among individuals, countries, continents and a bond between tradition and modern times.
The fact that this Session is intended for young people allows us to describe it
as a gathering of life and freshness, as a search for a new, hope-bearing future.
We are convinced that the anxieties, concerns, thoughts and experiences you
share will be converted, in this sacred site of Olympia, into a creative and forwardlooking proposal for Olympic issues, in the context of the work of the Olympic
Academy.
We believe that young people have the greatest potential for absorbing the
Olympic values, for giving them a new content and bringing answers to the various problems which the Olympic Movement faces, on the eve of the 21st century.
This year we are celebrating the centennial of the revival of the modern Olympic Games. It is a year of celebration, but also of stock-taking. Over and above
anything else, however, it is a year of contemplation about the present and the future of the Olympiads.
The major problems that need to be solved are doping, commercialization, violence and intolerance in sport.
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We are certain that Sport brings a significant dynamic dimension to society, as
an area where inter-cultural and human relations can be promoted, together with
mutual understanding, socialization and the creation of positive standards for
young people. Through their appeal, the Olympic Games can contribute to the
dissemination and promotion of the moral values of fair play, team spirit, mutual
understanding and respect.
This is why we are optimistic that solutions can be found. Especially when this
responsibility is taken over by young people.
Leaving you with these thoughts, I welcome you to our country, I wish you a
pleasant stay in Olympia and every success for the 36th Session of the International Olympic Academy.

Mr Andreas FOURAS (GRE) during his address
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Address
by Mr Antonios TZIKAS (GRE)

Every year, eminent visionaries and admirers of the Olympic Idea gather together on the hill of Pnyx to praise the eternally standing principles of Olympism that
have in the past, continue to and will in future shed their light upon mankind, leading him towards a world of sacrifice, offering, communication, towards more
prosperous societies.
However, in this beautiful Attic dusk with its unique grandeur and symbolism,
we hold the first meeting on the Pnyx of the second centennial of the modern
Olympic Games.
It is by divine fate that we have been vouchsafed the great honour and happiness to be the ones to savour the juices and the flavour of this evening. One hundred years have gone by during which Coubertin, Vikelas, distinguished personalities of Olympism and the current President have established the Olympic Games
as the most outstanding cultural and social event.
Mankind in its entirety has been bound together in its very existence. Humanity places in the light, in the messages emanating from Olympism its hopes for
the new man who will burn with the passion of a creative existence, of a partaking in a serene world, a world of coexistence, solidarity, respect.
Throughout the world in conferences, meetings, sessions, all the participants
agree with unreserved enthusiasm that the Olympic philosophy with its universal
messages can create the beautiful and virtuous man, the new man whom we,
through all this agony, seek. Thousands of books have been written in countries
throughout the entire world, periodicals are published and both writers and readers converge on the point that the colours, the divine and profound inspiration
of Olympism are a source of hope.
Therefore, since nobody dissents with this point of view, why not attempt a
more practical, a more concrete and effective approach?
The HOC put forth its vision on the occasion of the celebration of the centennial at the Athens marble stadium: that the second centennial should be dedicated
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to the children of the world, and that the Olympic Idea as well as the Idea of
Sportsmanship should be taught from the Nursery School onwards.
Every message, every point of view, every reference to education is worthless
unless a way is opened for it to enter the school, the place where the most numerically comprehensive approach to children can be made. The HOC is making
an attempt to help to start building up a structure and promoting a breakthrough
in this huge social issue, and with this aim, eminent historians, instructors, educators, sociologists, psychologists from all over the world have been invited to Ancient Olympia in September.
Let myriad voices unite to express our wish that the curtain may be drawn up
to initiate action in this extremely complicated and intricate matter, fraught with
difficulties.
Honourable guests, turn your eyes for a short moment to face the Parthenon,
this marble World Symbol that has been shedding light, hope, vision, splendour,
for thousands of years, that every year is visited by innumerable people who pay
their homage, bewitched and in silence, and contemplate the fact that in this
temple distinguished philosophers and humanists taught the art of ethical life, of
sacrifice for one's fellow human.
Before this vision, let us all together declare that we shall for always remain defenders of the practice of the Olympic Idea and of its transmission to children.
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Mr Antonios TZIKAS Hellenic Olympic Committee President while addressing
the audience on the Hill of the Pnyx.
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Mr Willi KALTSCHMITT (GUA) unveils the statue offered by the Olympic
Committee of Guatemala to the IOA.

The statue donated by the Saudi Arabia Olympic Committee.
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Korean Olympic Committee donated its bronze statue entitled "Work 0.91-16-0"

Laying of wreaths at the stele of Pierre de Coubertin renovator of the Modern
Olympic Games.

29

Mr Themis LAINIS (first from the left), Mr Kostas GEORGIADIS and the IOA
President Mr Freddy SERPIERIS (on the right) accompanied H.E. Mr Juan Antonio
SAMARANCH during his visit to the IOA new library named N. NISSIOTIS.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 36TH SESSION
AT ANCIENT OLYMPIA

The opinions of the lecturers do not necessarily reflect those of the International Olympic Academy.
Authorization is given to reproduce articles published.
We would appreciate it if the source of such articles were mentioned.
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Address
by Mr Freddy Serpieris (GRE)
President of the International Olympic Academy

I am the last to welcome you today in this idyllic valley of the Alpheios, in this
place which is wholly permeated by the Olympic Idea, as the memories and ruins
become the heralds of an immortal institution, the institution of the Olympic
Games.
It is fascinating to realize that in this land, bathed in the blue colour of the sky
and the warmth of the light-giving sun, Olympic Games were held in antiquity 320
times, over 1277 continuous years, a colossal figure when you think that mankind
is solemnly celebrating today the 25th Olympiad since the first edition of the modern Olympic Games in 1896.
The work of the Session formally begins today. In the next few days you will
have the opportunity of reviewing the structure and principles of both the ancient
games and the modern Olympic philosophy. The comparative findings of the first
100 years of the revived Olympics will certainly bring questions to your mind
about their positive or negative effects on many areas of society. The world community faces problems of consumerism and affluence. Technology has forgotten
man and his ideals, but Olympism brings you yet another vision of life, which you
should seek to attain.
However, as I would not want to tire you with generalities, allow me to refer
to two milestone events which we are witnessing today.
First: the inauguration of the IOA's library which you will be visiting shortly.
Our library bears the name of the late President of the IOA, N. Nisiotis, who
brought honour to our country with his scientific achievements and worked with
all his heart in order to establish the necessity for this cultural home of the Olympic Movement.
You will learn more about this remarkable personality by reading the book
which came out recently and which presents the man, the teacher, the spiritual
guide of this Olympic society, Nicolaos Nisiotis.
The new modern equipment, with electronic recording and safety systems, audiovisual information material and on-line connection with other Olympic and
university libraries, was generously donated by the Leventi foundation, which respects moral values and supports the universality of the mind and values.
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They should be warmly congratulated on their worthy initiative.
The second milestone event is the first step in the creation of an "Olympic
Park", with sculptures from all over the world. Our objective is to respond to the
challenge of the conservation of beauty: the human mind in the human body. A
term that has meaning for a space that will become a source of emotion and inspiration for the aware spectator and visitor, depending on his life experience,
thoughts, personality and attitude, about Olympia, a place that enlivens the mind,
mobilizes the body and bring together the cultural feeling of men from the four
corners of the earth.
The visual beauty of the sculptures will establish a deep dialogue with visitors,
abolish time and space and stimulate thought to seek the grandeur and ideology
of the Olympic Spirit.
When we visit the site today, let your mind recreate the power, the faith, the
daring of the athlete as he starts the competition. All this tension, self-control, discipline and noble emulation are characteristic aspects of the Olympic Philosophy
and, when you believe in all this, I am certain that you will have the strength to
compete for the all-human values which are the goal of Olympism, and maybe
then the dried crown of wild olive branches will bear fruit once again.
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THIRTY-SEX YEARS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC
ACADEMY :
AIMS AND CONTRIBUTION TO
THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT by
Mr Freddy Serpieris (GRE)

In 1927 Pierre de Coubertin first contacted Carl Diem about the creation of a cultural Olympic centre. He wrote:
"I have not been able to finish what I wanted to complete. What
would be extremely valuable to me would be for Germans to accept, in memory of the 11th Olympiad, to create a very small institute where I could keep my papers, documents and unfinished
plans as regards the revival of Olympism, since I do not think that
elsewhere anyone will be interested in the history of this movement
and already a lot of mistakes and erroneous information have been
published on this question. I believe that a Centre of Olympic Studies would contribute significantly to the preservation of this movement, protecting it from deviations."

Coubertin further requested that upon his death his heart be taken to Ancient
Olympia. In March of 1938, in the presence of many IOC members, his wish was
granted. This marked the beginning of the idea of an International Olympic Academy.
In the years that followed, two men were responsible for developing and nurturing Coubertin's idea further: Jean Ketseas and Carl Diem. They decided that Ancient
Olympia would be the birthplace of an International Olympic Academy. Thus, Coubertin's spirit would live on through annual meetings of young students from all over
the world who would come to Olympia to learn and experience the values of
Olympism. The Olympic ideal would be renewed and spread throughout the world.
In 1939 the Hellenic Olympic Committee decided to establish an Olympic Academy, and in June 1939, the International Olympic Committee gave its approval. However, the war years that followed made progress virtually impossible. But, in 1948
Jean Ketseas was able to propose concrete plans to the IOC regarding the establishment of an IOA. In Rome during the 1949 IOC Session, his proposals were unanimously accepted.
The inauguration of the IOA was finally arranged for the summer of 1961. At the
first session, thirty students represented twenty-four countries. All of the IOC, after
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holding its Session in Athens, came to Olympia for the event. The IOA was operational and Ketseas and Diem had achieved their dream of creating a permanent site
for study and research into Olympism.
One of the many aims of the IOA is to create an international cultural centre for
the preservation and dissemination of the Olympic Spirit. It provides an opportunity
to study the educational principles of Olympism which ultimately strive to consolidate the Olympic Idea. Furthermore, the objective of the IOA is to protect and
spread the cultural heritage of the Olympic Movement and to provide a social and
philosophical foundation for the world sports movement. It is an educational institution which is responsible for training those people who are attached to the principles and ideas of Olympism, and who will, in the future, become proponents of
these principles and ideas in their countries.
The Academy is a liberal forum for the exchange of knowledge and ideas pertaining to the concept of Olympism and the Olympic Movement. It strives not only
to attain new knowledge but also to spread the knowledge of Olympism around the
world. In doing so the Academy helps to initiate the young in different methods of
thinking and generating new ideas and concepts. The educational programmes offered are directed towards many people from different cultural backgrounds. The
students attempt to achieve four goals, namely to gain knowledge about the Olympic Movement, establish international contacts and share methods of thinking, meet
representatives of the Olympic Movement and get to know more about ancient and
contemporary Greece.
In order to achieve the above, the Academy places a strong emphasis on training
strategies for the participants. It tries to encourage and reward participants by motivating them to enrich their lives with knowledge about Olympism and also to play
an active role within the Olympic Movement. Thus, the emphasis is on the process
rather than the method.
What we want is to create conditions that will allow participants in our seminars,
through a process of encouragement and moral reward for their work, to become
motivated to improve their knowledge and become actively involved in the Olympic Movement. The main objective of these seminars is not the quantity of knowledge that can be delivered; but rather the process, the way of thinking and the motivation to seek knowledge, and the cultural aspects. Let me briefly explain each of
these areas.
Scientific questions are covered through the presentation of papers and the examination of research dealing with the history and philosophy of the Olympic Movement. Six main aspects are targeted:
• Reports on studies and research projects about the history and philosophy of
the Games;
• Acquaintance with and acquisition of specialized knowledge on the Olympic
Movement;
• Analysis of contemporary issues of Olympism (Doping control, Commerciali
zation, Fair Play, etc.);
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• Presentation of practical issues (Olympic Education Programmes, gigantism,
etc.);
• Special sessions with scientists who specialize in Olympic subjects;
• Special training seminars for members and executives.
Through sports and artistic activities, participants are initiated in the principles of
harmonious education, voluntary involvement in sport, self-improvement, and the
concepts of peace, tolerance, respect, and understanding. These events provide participants with the opportunity to learn about different aspects of Olympic education
that may have been previously unknown to them. Together the above constitutes
part of the operating philosophy of the Academy.
Ethical knowledge concerns the code of conduct which each participant adheres
to whilst at the Academy. In this unique environment students can experience the
factors needed to achieve peaceful coexistence of diverse peoples from different,
political, social, and economic backgrounds. This becomes a test for all.
Thus, participants have the unique opportunity to get to know people who belong to other cultural zones of the world. We believe this helps to promote the harmonious development of humankind by achieving a greater understanding and cultural awareness.
From 1961 to 1969, the activities of the IOA were limited to an annual session.
Since then, however, we have seen an ongoing expansion in the programmes it now
offers. For example, since 1969 the Academy has hosted over 100 further sessions,
meetings, and congresses. At the end of the 1970's we began to discuss the need for
Olympic Education Programmes. Twenty-six years later we are pleased to see that
many countries have already developed such programmes and lots of others have
begun to initiate programmes.
The IOA's programme includes annual international sessions for: undergraduate
students and trainees, post graduate students and sports journalists. Furthermore alternate annual international sessions are held for: senior teaching staff, members and
employees of the NOCs and International Federations, directors and senior staff of
higher institutes of physical education, and directors of National Olympic Academies. In addition, there are numerous congresses and other training sessions.
The session for young participants always has a special theme which accompanies the programme. This year our theme is, "From 1896 to 1996: One Hundred
Years of the Modern Olympic Games". Throughout the seminar this theme will be
presented, discussed, and developed by the lecturers and by yourselves. After the
session, as representatives of your National Olympic Committees, it is hoped that
you will return to your respective countries and spread the messages, ideals, and values of Olympism that you learned and experienced in Olympia.
The international post-graduate seminar on Olympic Studies has also been highly
successful. This course, which lasts forty-five days, combines academic work and
educational visits to places of archaeological interest. The session is divided into four
parts, namely: Ancient History, Modern History, Anthropology and Sociology, and
Philosophy. The lectures of the supervising professors are supplemented with stu-
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dent presentations and discussions. This intensive course has been established as
one of the most important and successful events organized by the Academy so far.
The selected students who attend the session will certainly become prominent members of the Olympic Movement in the future.
In the past century, the mass media has played a significant role in the dissemination of the Olympic idea. Thus, it has become increasingly important for the
Olympic Movement. The IOA has rigorously followed its development and has organized International Sessions for sport journalists and other members of the mass
media. This provides an opportunity for individuals to come to together to discuss
about pertinent issues of growing concern, such as "The role of the Media", "Commercialization", "Sponsorship", "Media Rights", etc. Through the aforementioned seminars we try to educate sports journalists in the value of Olympism and thus to enable them to represent these ideals to the outside world.
The level of the session of higher physical educational institutions has been very
high over the last years. Attendance has soared, and presentations by lecturers have
been of excellent quality. This session provides a unique opportunity for professors
from all over the world to discuss and exchange views on the Olympic Movement.
In particular, through the sessions for educationalists, foundations and guidelines for
Olympic Education have been laid down.
As you can see, the IOA makes a tremendous contribution to the Olympic Movement. It operates as an international cultural centre for Olympism and is entrusted
with the preservation and diffusion of the Olympic Message. It is responsible for the
study and application of the educational and social values of the Olympic Games
and the scientific consolidation of the Olympic Idea. It may be described as a nucleus of culture whose forces reach to all corners of the globe promoting the meaning of Olympic education and the Olympic Spirit.
We believe one of the IOA's achievements is the fact that more and more National Olympic Committees now realize that their task is far greater than solely the preparation of Olympic athletes. They have to integrate the noble values of Olympism
at all levels of education throughout the entire period of the Olympiad.
The IOA has therefore been working very hard to ensure that the world understands that the Olympic Movement does not aim at political power or the establishment of Olympism as a religious doctrine. It welcomes all people, from every country, without distinction or discrimination. It is a centre free from prejudice that tries
to provide equal rights for all. Thus, it is hoped that prosperity and betterment will
be achieved through Olympic education and, through this process, we are patiently
paving the way to international peace and understanding.
The Olympic Idea enriches human life with simplicity, nobility, and modesty; it
promotes the rewarding of sports virtue, attachment to all-human ideals, the spirit of
fair play, mutual respect, recognition of the opponent's qualities, and the desire for
distinction.
The Academy recognizes that the Olympic Ideology is developing and adapting
to the new environment. For example, in 1965 we believed that the Olympic Ideal
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was only compatible with the amateur ethos. This was one of the fundamental principles embedded in Olympism. However, new social, political, and economic dimensions of the Olympic Movement have paved the way for a redefinition of Olympism. The Academy provides an opportunity to study these new special facets of the
Olympic Movement.
Many suggestions have been made for the future and development of the Academy. The IOA has listened to these proposals and will try to focus on seven target
areas for Olympic Education:
• To place Olympic Education on the next IOC session agenda;
• To use the Olympic Review for IOA publications - newsletters, and info etc.;
• To encourage regional meetings of NOAs;
• To establish an up to date directory of all NOAs;
• To provide guidelines on how to set up an NOA;
• To access e-mail and Internet resources;
• To encourage the assistance of Olympic solidarity to NOAs.
The IOA will continue to serve the Olympic Idea with dedication and we shall
strive to contribute to the dissemination of Olympism and to make Olympic Education an integral component of the Olympic Movement.
All that remains is for me to offer you my sincere and heartfelt wishes for a productive and enjoyable working session at the Academy. In the cultural centre of the
Olympic Movement you will experience, learn, and create the spirit of Olympism for
yourselves.
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SACRED PLACES OF OLYMPIA
AND DELPHI. THE IMPACT
OF EXCAVATIONS ON THE REVIVAL
OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES
by Prof. Nikolaos YALOURIS (GRE)

A little before the dawn of Greek history, at the start of the first millennium,
two important religious centres, among the many that were spread all over the
Helladic region, Olympia and Delphi, began to predominate.
Both were oracles and also staged contests. However, the sanctuary of Olympia gave more emphasis to competitive sports performance which it cultivated,
whilst the sanctuary of Delphi was mostly dedicated to oracles and the spiritual
guidance of the Greek people; this aim was also served by the music and poetry
contests which were part of the activities of the sanctuary of Delphic Apollo, the
leader of the Muses. During that same period, when Elis was ruled by king Iphitos, descendant of Oxylos and Herakles and a contemporary of the king of Sparta,
Lycurgos, the whole of Greece was afflicted by epidemics which decimated the
herds and crops. At the same time, Greeks were torn by internecine wars. In those
difficult times, as Pausanias (V,5,6) informs us: "Iphitos thought of consulting the
god at Delphi for a way to rid Greece of its plagues. And they say", Pausanias
continues, "that the Pythian priestess gave orders to Iphitos himself and the Eleans
to restore the Olympic Games". In this way, the sanctuary of Delphi recognized
the priority of the sanctuary of Olympia as the principal religious centre for the
cultivation of the spirit of competition throughout the Greek world.
From then on, Olympia focused its activities on this task, while Delphi dominated as the uncontested, principal centre for oracles and the spiritual guidance of
the Greeks. To its music and poetry contests the Pythian sanctuary would later add
gymnic and equestrian competitions, like the three other panhellenic sanctuaries,
Isthmia, Nemea and the Asklepieion at Epidauros. The fame of the athletic contests
in Olympia, however, remained unparalleled and no other sanctuary ever thought
of challenging its superiority in this field. On the contrary, all major panhellenic
and local sanctuaries worked closely together and there was never the slightest
hint of rivalry among them during their long history of more than one thousand
years. For they all served the cause of Greek education by cultivating the spirit of
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healthy competition and fair play in contests of all kinds, physical, musical, literary
or artistic.
Once the ideal of the athletic man had become established and propagated to
the East by Alexander the Great and to the West by the Romans and the Greek colonies, Greek culture, together with the Greek languages and the spirit of competition in any form, was adopted by all mankind. And from the moment that Roman
citizenship was granted to all subjects of the huge imperium Romanum, those who
now competed for the crown of wild olive branches (the kotinos) and were often
proclaimed Olympic victors were no longer Greeks alone but also Romans and
Egyptians, Armenians, Cappadocians, Spaniards, Syrians, etc.
Greeks were no longer those who were born Greeks, but all the people who
shared Greek education as the Athenian thinker and teacher Isocrates had prophetically stated.
In the centuries that followed the abolition of the Games in 393 A.D., the spirit of athletics and the achievements of the ancient Greeks in the letters, arts and
sciences, far from being forgotten, represented a source of inspiration and new
deeds throughout the Middle Ages, in East and West; let us recall the numerous
warrior saints who were victorious in their combat against wild beasts and monsters just like the Lapiths, Bellerophon, Herakles, etc. in ancient times. They would
gain new impetus during the Renaissance, first in Byzantium, in the 12th century
and then in Italy a few years later, as well as in the rest of the western world.
Of Olympia itself, however, the centre of athletic contests, all that remained
was just a dim recollection. Even its name was lost; what was left was simply the
toponym, Antilalo, meaning echo, a reminder of the Echo Portico in Olympia, truly
the only echo of its millenary glory. This name for Olympia, "Antilalo", is indicated on a Venetian map of 1516, now in the San Marco Library.
After the Renaissance, we find a first reference to Olympia in Merian's "Topographia italiana" published in 1688; the information, however, is confusing:
"Olympia was a famous city situated, in the opinion of many people, on Mount
Olympus or, according to others, between Ossa and Olympus, not far from Elis
and Pisa; it owed its fame not only to its excellent trade activities, but also to the
Games that were held there. Today, as Gastaldus informs us, it is called Longanico".
In the next decades, Western scholars become more familiar with the ancient
written sources. Their knowledge and estimations about Olympia are more accurate. The first publication of Pausanias' Description of Greece, in 1516, by Musurus in Venice was certainly of decisive importance. A further edition followed in
1547, with a full translation into Latin by Amasaeus and Loescher.
Finally, Xylander and Sylburg published Pausanias' work once more in 1583,
followed much later by Kuhn in 1696. Around that same time, Pindar's Odes were
published by Aldus Pius Manutius in Venice (1513). From then on and up to 18th
century there were numerous editions, not only in Greek and Latin, but in many
other languages as well.
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There were also other publications in Germany, France and England inspired
by the Olympic Games and the ideal of physical exercise and sport.
The first extensive description of the Olympic Games, using Pausanias and Pindar as sources, was published in 1794 by Gilbert West. In his work West includes
information about the origin of the Games, the religious ceremonies which accompanied them and the staging of the competitions under the supervision of the
Hellanodikai. After that, ideas on gymnastics and physical education for the youth,
on the model of the Olympic Games, were heard and published more and more
frequently.
I will just mention a few authors. One of them. Friedrich Gabriel Resewitz,
published a book entitled "The upbringing of the citizen" in 1776. Another, Christian Heinrich Wolke, wrote about the "Sundry games, some similar to the Olympics". Moreover, Guts Muths in his work "Gymnastics for Youth" gives us an enthusiastic description of the Olympic Games and invites rulers to develop "those
holy exercise to the level of national festivals". The Benedictine monk Bernard de
Montfaucon, from Languedoc in the South of France, renowned for his knowledge
of antiquity, wrote in 1723, to cardinal Qurini who had just been appointed bishop
of Corfu and who was also a great expert and admirer of ancient Greece: "At last,
you have settled in Greece, the land of wisdom. Even though your stay (in Corfu)
may not be a long one, I am sure that, thanks to your interest for antiquity, you
can make significant discoveries that will bring you recognition and fame among
scholars. Besides, you have the advantage that no one has yet visited Corfu and its
surrounding region so that the discoveries which Your Grace may make there will
concern spiritual domains where no one has to fear inquisitors or censors. Corfu,
a colony of the Corinthians, is full of ancient monuments. The same is true for
Zante and Cephalonia. But what is the worth when compared to the monuments
to be found opposite the islands on the Peloponnesian coast! Ancient Elis lies
there, the place where the festival of the Olympic games was celebrated and
where innumerable monuments had been erected in honour of the victors: statues,
reliefs, inscriptions. The land must be filled with those. And what is particularly
important is that no one, to my knowledge, has visited this site. This site is in your
region and you can therefore reap a rich harvest, for very little cost."
About fifty years later, in 1767, the great scholar Johann Joachim Winckelmann,
the founder of the science of archaeology, wrote at the end of the first part of his
major work on the history of ancient art ("Anmerkungen iiber die Geschichte der
Kunst des Altertums"), "Before I close this chapter, I cannot but express my deep
desire to expand our knowledge not only about Greek art, but also about the wisdom and the history of this nation. I am talking about a trip to Greece, not to the
places visited by most people, but to Elis where no scholar or art lover has ever
set foot. I am more than certain that the gains will by far exceed any expectations
and that the careful investigation of this aspect of art shall bring a wealth of knowledge".
One year later, Winckelmann, in a letter sent from Rome to his friend Christian
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Gottlob at Goettingen, speaks about his plans for travels to Greece and announces
his decision to undertake excavations himself in Olympia: "The object of the trip
(to Greece) shall be to institute, at the same time, an excavation project in Elis, i.e.
to secure the necessary money that will allow me, as soon as I get permission from
the Sublime Porte (the Sultan) to begin digging with one hundred workers in the
Stadium. When someone ardently wishes something he can achieve it; this matter
is as dear to me as my work on the "History of Art" and no other man is driven by
such an intense desire as mine".
As we know, Winckelmann did not fulfil his life's dream. He did not even manage to travel to Greece. His tragic death at the hands of robbers in Trieste, in the
summer of 1768, put an abrupt stop to his plans.
There was, however, one thing about which Winckelmann was not well informed, i.e. that Olympia was no longer unknown in Europe in those days. Already
in 1766, the English historical researcher Richard Chandler had travelled there and
identified with certainty the site of the old sanctuary. (Travels in Greece, Oxford
1776, IV 294).
Later, in 1787, the artist and lover of antiquity Louis François Sebastian Fauvel,
also visited the site of Olympia and did some drawings; however, the first plan of
Olympia was drawn up one year later, in 1788, by J.J. Barthélémy (Voyage du
jeune Anacharsis).
Then followed the visits of Edward Dodwell and William Gell in 1806. On the
basis of their drawings of the time, a plan of the temple of Zeus came out in 1807.
The two friends, together with Mackenzie, also carried out the first excavations at
the temple of Zeus. Dodwell published the results of his long tour through Greece
in 1819 under the title "Classical and topographical tour through Greece during the
year 1801, 1805 and 1806". In his book Dodwell recalls Winckelmann's plans for
excavations in Olympia and he tried to raise the necessary money. But he came
up against the unstable situation that was prevailing in Greece at the time, as a result of the Greek people's struggle against the Turkish yoke. The English topographer William Leak visited Olympia in 1805. His first work on that visit was not
published in 1830 (Travels in the Morea).
The first proper plans of the sanctuary of Olympia, however, were produced
for the first time by the English architect Allason, who had been commissioned by
Stanhope who based his plan on a trigonometric grid.
The first systematic excavations at the site of the sanctuary of Olympia were
done in 1829 by the team of French scientists known as the "Expedition scientifique de Morée", with archaeologists Dubois and Abel Blonet. After six weeks of
digging at the temple of Zeus, large segments of the temple's metopes depicting
some of Herakles' labours came to light. The work, which had started without permission was, however, stopped on the order of Governor Capodistria. The excavations would resume once more, 45 years later, when Greece had become an independent state; they were carried out, and still are, by the German
Archaeological School under conditions that had been agreed to following harsh
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negotiations between Greece and Germany. This was the achievement of Ernst
Curtius, who turned Winckelmann's dream into reality. Curtius came to Greece at
the age of 23 as a tutor and began his tour of the Péloponnèse, and Olympia in
particular. He returned to Olympia in 1840 and soon began his crusade in order
that its sacreéd site and the magnificent monuments buried under it could come to
light again. In his speeches he underlined the fact that, of all important archaeological sites, none had been so much neglected as Olympia (Peloponnesos II 70).
In 1852, by now a Professor at Berlin University and a renowned scholar, Curtius delivered his historic speech on Olympia at the Singakademie, a speech that
would be the first, decisive step towards the attainment of his goal. Present in the
audience were King Wilhelm I and the Crown Prince, who was a student of Curtius; enthralled, like the rest of the distinguished audience by Curtius' inspired
speech they promised their full support. The time for the beginning of the excavations at Olympia was no longer far off.
In 1873, when the Crown Prince, Curtius' student and friend, had become Kaiser Wilhelm II, the German ambassador in Athens approached the Greek government. Negotiations advanced quickly and an agreement was about to be signed
between the Greek government and the German Reich.
Without further delay, E. Curtius did some exploratory work at the site of the
Sacred Altis and, in the autumn of 1875, systematic excavations could finally start.
The agreement that was signed between the two countries provided that Germany
would take over all the costs of the operation, while Greece would keep all the
findings as its own national property. Under the agreement, the Greek side reserved the right to hand over to Germany, in memory of the good cooperation between the two parties and in recognition of the German contribution, as many findings as it considered to be duplicates. Greece kept to this term of the agreement.
By means of this agreement between the two countries, for the first time in the
history of archaeological research, the principle of respect for each country's national heritage and the non-expatriation of art objects from the countiy where they
were born was established in a country outside Western Europe. Before that, every
individual and every sovereign member of a state could take away anything that
was found in the countries of the Near and the Far East or in S.E. Europe and
Greece.
According to this new principle, which was established for the first time in
Greece as a result of the excavations in Olympia, archaeological research must
serve only scientific objectives aimed at promoting art and science that represent
a common cultural good for all mankind.
The agreement between Greece and Germany on the excavations at the Olympia site was the model for the excavations at Delphi when they started in 1892. An
agreement, similar to the one signed between Germany and Greece, was also
concluded for this large-scale excavation project at the sanctuary of Delphi, which
was not just buried under the earth but where a whole village, Kastri, had been
erected on its ruins. As a result, the whole area had to be expropriated and the
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settlement transferred to the site where it presently stands, to allow the excavations at the sanctuary of Apollo to proceed smoothly.
The impact of the excavations at Olympia, whose first main phase was completed in 1881, was tremendous. This was not simply due to the fact that, during
their seven-year duration, the main monuments of the Altis could be revealed or
identified, with a rich collection of artefacts, sculptures, metal and clay objects,
etc., including the colossal sculptures of the temple of Zeus and Praxiteles' statue
of Hermes. But also because they were accompanied by systematic interpretative
publications which became a model for archaeological research in general.
The French archaeologists who excavated the Delphic sanctuary carried out
their research, studies and publication of results in the same consistent manner.
These two major archaeological discoveries, especially those at Olympia, had a
strong and direct impact on an ideological educational movement whose roots are
also to be found in the Renaissance: the revival of the Olympic Games. The first
sparks of interest about the Games and the sporting ideal outside Greece were observed in the 16th century, in England, Germany and France. After that, they were
to become a veritable blaze and lead to the Games of the First Olympiad in 1896.
For their realization, another dedicated and no less persistent visionary was needed, baron Pierre de Coubertin.
As he affirms himself, in his plans to establish the new Olympiads, apart from
a few precious friends and supporters, Dimitrios Vikelas in particular, he was inspired by the "revival" of the sanctuary of Olympia which had become reality in
1881. Its discovery fascinated not only intellectual and artistic circles, but the vast
mass of the people in most countries of the five continents.
In his book, "Une campagne de vingt et un ans" - 1909 (p. 89 & ff) Coubertin
confesses: "Nothing in ancient history had made me dream more than Olympia.
This dream city, devoted to a purely human and material task, in its practical form,
but purified and elevated by the notion of the fatherland which found there, in a
way, a reserve of vital forces, always brought before my adolescent eyes its columns and porticoes. Long before I ever thought of extracting from its ruins a reviving principle, I had tried in may mind to rebuild, to reanimate its linear figure.
Germany had unburied what remained of Olympia. Why could not France restore
its splendour ?
"From there to the less brilliant, but more practical and fertile plan of reviving
the Games, there was not a long way to go, especially since the time had now
come for sports internationalism to play once again its role in the world."
The revelation, the "revival" I should rather say, of the sanctuary of Olympia
was neither an isolated fact nor the result of an unquenchable thirst for more complete knowledge about the history of man's achievements. It was more the direction followed by the spiritual leaders of more recent times in their indefatigable effort to plunge into the heart of the wisdom which the Greeks had acquired and the
way in which they had managed to put it to practice through the incessant cultivation of athletics and the spirit of fair play which brought fulfilment and balanced
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development to man in the happiest moment of his history, during the classical
period of Greece, in the 5th century B.C.
It was clearly this awareness that led Coubertin and his associates to revive the
Olympic Games.
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC
GAMES IN ATHENS 1896
by Mr Kostas GEORGIADIS (GRE)

Scientific research has confirmed that the name Olympic Games and the institution of panhellenic games remained alive in the memory of Greeks as well as in religious and literary writings which survived from the abolishment of the Olympic
Games (A.D. 393) until the 19th century.
Elements of the continuing sporting tradition can be found in the epic of Digenis
Akritas in the Byzantine era and in songs from all Greek-speaking places. The medieval Digenis Akritas is identified with the feat-performing Hercules of the Antiquity. Many of these athletic traditions which survived in the social and cultural activities of the Greeks as late as in the 19th century, and especially the games held
during religious feasts, were similar to the panhellenic competitions of the Antiquity
in terms of structure, ritual and principal features.
The early 19th century finds the Greeks living scattered around the eastern Mediterranean and in more or less closely knit communities in Europe. They are politically dominated but retain their cultural identity and enjoy an important economic
status. It was under these circumstances that the Greek enlightenment blossomed, in
the last decades of the 18th century and the early 19th century.
Immediately after the formation of the independent Greek State the local culture,
influenced by the Enlightenment, sought its Greek roots in heritage and folk tradition. The Classical Greek spirit became a point of reference for education, cultural
identity and heredity; it was recognized as national heritage and channelled into
poetry, written speech, art and the modern Greek thought in general. The mental
awakening of the people, and especially the expatriate Greeks, through the awareness of this Classical heritage served not only the practical objective of strengthening
national identity, but also to revitalize and inspire them. Influenced by their intelligentsia, Greeks turned to Classical tradition for the institutions that would help form
modern Greek culture. Classical theatre and the Olympic Games were seen as the
most important of those.
Already in 1791, the Jacobines Society of the island of Cephalonia was driven by

47

patriotic feelings to announce the revival of the Olympic Games. It is not known
whether their plans were realized. In the same year, Metastasio's theatrical drama
Olympia was translated into Greek. Regas Feraeos had also proposed the revival of
the Olympic Games for all Christian peoples of the Balkans, aiming to establish their
political and religious unity. The play Olympia, which refers to the Olympic Games
of the Antiquity, inaugurated the newly established Athenian Theatre in 1838, and it
was hugely successful at the time.
In 1833 the poet Panayotis Soutsos published his poem "Dialogue of the Dead"
in which the spirit of Plato asks the modern Greeks: "Tell me, where are your ancient games? Where are your beautiful Olympic Games? The poet was voicing the
desire of his generation for the revival of the Olympic Games. He did not stop at
poetic exclamations, either: one year later he submitted his proposal in writing to the
President of the Greek government and he in turn to King Otto; the long report proposed the resurrection of the Panhellenic Games of the Antiquity.
The words and poems of Soutsos touched a cord in Evangelos Zappas, a wealthy merchant and farmer from Vlachia, who followed these writings with great interest. Fascinated by the plans and the grandiose style of the various articles, he offered to cover the expenses with a huge donation for those days. His grant paid for
the organization of four Zappeian Olympics in Athens - 1859, 1870, 1875 and 1889
- as part of large exhibitions that were held at the same times. According to his wish,
the grant committee saw to the construction of the Zappeion Hall which was opened in 1888. It was there that the athletes of the 1st International Olympic Games
were housed, while the fencing competition was held in its atrium; this was the first
contemporary Olympic Village.
The important place of the Zappeian Olympics in the history of the revival of the
Olympic Games cannot be overestimated. They served as a link between the ancient
Olympic Games and modern International Olympic Games. For the first time, two
committees cooperated in order to develop common programmes and rules: the
Committee of the Zappeian Olympics and Much Wenlock's Olympic Society in England, which also organized local Olympic Games under the directorship of W.P.
Brooks. The organization of international Olympic Games was discussed between
those two local committees in 1881, eleven years before Coubertin's similar proposal. Many features of the Zappeian Olympics - the distinction between amateur and
professional athletes, the Olympic Anthem, the oath-taking, the opening and closing
ceremonies, the diplomas and medals and the uniform apparel of the athletes - are
still among the characteristics of the Olympic Games. Moreover, some of the sports
in the contemporary Olympic Games have their roots in the Zappeian Olympics. Finally, the Zappeian Olympics made a great contribution to preparing public opinion
in Greece, and especially in Athens, so that the Greeks welcomed enthusiastically
the idea of the first International Olympic Games being held in Athens and gave
their full support.
Indeed, following the initiative of Pierre de Coubertin and the wish expressed by
the International Sports Congress for the revival of the Olympic Games in Athens,
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the idea was warmly adopted by Press and public alike. The Press urged the King
to head the preparatory committee so as to provide an initial guarantee for the success of the Games. The government and local authorities were also urged to contribute, treating the organizing of the International Olympic Games as "a national public project".
This enthusiastic attitude in favour of undertaking the Games was often accompanied by criticism and suggestions for overcoming the problems that would arise
from accepting the proposal of the Congress. It was a fact that the country's financial position meant that no public money could be "squandered" on celebrating the
first International Olympic Games with the grandeur they deserved. The Greeks saw
in all this an opportunity for their poor country to gain credibility in the eyes of other
countries and save its very reputation which had been wounded after the state went
bankrupt in December 1893.
The Greek State, an "insolvent debtor" to the large European countries, did not
dare even to ask for any help in the project. Furthermore, the short deadline of 1516 months for preparations and the lack of sport infrastructure posed additional problems. It took a visit from Vikelas and, later, Coubertin for these difficulties to be
overcome. We should stress the decisive contribution of Vikelas in convincing
Greece to accept the proposal and his efforts in organizing and carrying out the
Games.
Although Coubertin faced many difficulties from his very first day in Greece, he
remained very impressed throughout his stay in Athens. "Athens", he wrote to Vikelas, "has pleased me very much. It's full of life. The Greeks have performed miracles.
They are a great people who have not belied the opinion I had of them (...) I was
hoping to find Greece as I see it now, through both my eyes and yours". This sincere affection for Greece and its people, which remained so throughout his life,
seem to have been instrumental in his efforts to have the first games take place in
Greece. He realized that if that first attempt - which had been favourably commented on in the Greek and foreign Press - should fail, it would be a lot more difficult
for the idea of reviving the Olympic Games to remain possible. All those who were
familiar with the realities of sport knew that a failure at that point would mean the
end for a unique chance to revive the Sports Movement internationally. According
to Sloane, a founding member of the IOC from the USA, Greece was the ideal country to act as a catalyst in the relationships of the European countries, at a time when
their differences were not confined to the different sports systems they had introduced in their educational systems.
The reborn idea opened new horizons in the quest for new values and ideals in
many areas, and Athens provided the most favourable conditions for this. In those
days more and more teachers accepted the value of physical education as an integral part of education and as a means of moulding the young people's mental and
moral qualities. In addition to the athletic event in itself and its educational value,
those writing in the international Press thought that the revival of the Olympic
Games in Athens (a) would serve as the starting point for a new Renaissance in art,
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literature, philosophy and science; (b) would provide a good opportunity for promoting and realizing a spirit of international peace and friendship and (c) stressed
the power of Athens as a symbol of cultural and spiritual unity of the world which
might be catalytic enough to create a common interest in physical education.
According to Vikelas, first President of the IOC, the first International Olympic
Games had to be held in Greece, the birth place of the Idea, in a modest way which
would provide a good example to other nations. Otherwise, he feared that the
Olympic Games would never get off the ground!
Indeed, the then poor Greece struggled to fulfil this heavy obligation and "an entire people with dimes and nickels in their hands was ready to encourage this effort",
as a contemporary newspaper put it. Even before the central organizing committee
had been formed, many Greeks including expatriates and many guilds and societies
were announcing in the newspapers their decision to support and finance the
Games. This enthusiasm led the central committee to make an appeal to Greeks all
over the world to contribute. It was decided that no foreign contributions would be
accepted, as T. Philemon reports. The list of donors is made up of local authorities,
consulates, monasteries, military units, Greek communities from all over the Balkans
and the Eastern Mediterranean and from places as remote as Odessa, Copenhagen,
London, Ireland, Boston, Marseilles, Vienna, Cairo, etc. More ways to finance the
Olympic Games were devised. Following a proposal by the Olympic Games Committee, the Greek government issued commemorative stamps and medals with
Olympic themes. After the generous contribution by George Averoff of the sum of
585,000 drachmas for the restoration of the stadium, the total funds for the games
came to the then colossal sum of 1.5 million Drs. This was way above the estimate
produced by Coubertin, who calculated the total cost for the games at 150,000 Drs.
This money was used for refacing the lower tier of the Panathinaikon Stadium with
marble, building the Shooting Range in Kallithea, the Bicycle Circuit in Neon Faleron, the tennis courts and the boat-houses. All these are certainly the first examples
of Olympic architecture. The central organizing committee of the first International
Olympic Games had successfully met the standards and demands of the international community.
There were also some other crucial matters which came up and had to be carefully considered by the Central Committee if the International Olympic Games were
to succeed. It was the first ever athletic event of international magnitude, and the
number of foreign visitors who would come to Athens for the Games had to be estimated so that adequate accommodation could be provided. The programme of the
games had to be finalized in terms of what sports should be included in order to
make it acceptable to all countries; the existing international regulations for the various sports had to be adopted, or new ones drafted so that they would be accepted
by the participating countries. There was also the question of where to address the
invitations, since the National Olympic Committees had yet to be established. Despite its lack of experience, the Central Committee found ingenious solutions to all
these problems, and the necessary sports facilities were built within a period of less
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than twelve months.
The 1st International Olympic Games opened with great splendour at the newly
rebuilt Panathinaikon Stadium on the 25th of March, while a philharmonic group
formed by members from all the musical clubs of Greece performed the opening
Anthem. This Olympic Anthem had been written by the poet Costis Palamas and set
to music by the composer Spyros Samaras; it has been an integral part of the Olympic Movement ever since.
James Connolly is the first Olympic winner in the modern Olympic Games. In order to achieve this distinction he ran the risk of being expelled from Harvard, because he had taken part in the Games without the University's permission. This act
of risk taking was rewarded by his becoming the first Olympic winner in the Modem
Olympic Games.
The Marathon race attracted most of the spectators' attention. The course of the
race was lined with carriages full of people who were waiting to see the runners. It
was with great difficulty that the security officers and the horsemen kept the roads
open. There was huge enthusiasm as people from all social strata cheered on the
Greek runner who was leading the race. Athens had never before experienced such
crowds of people full of glee and enthusiasm. The 100,000 spectators who had gathered in and around the Stadium to watch the marathon runners' arrival were visibly agitated. These were moments of absolute silence and maximum tension. One
rumour which had Flack leading the race filled the Stadium with disappointment,
but it was soon to be dispersed as another rumour said that a Greek runner was
ahead. It is hard to describe what followed, as one hundred thousand people in the
Stadium and on the surrounding hills started shouting and cheering. A few minutes
later the runner bearing N 17, dressed in white and blue, was entering the Stadium: it
was Spyros Louis. Like a chorus, the spectators started shouting the winner's name:
"Louis, Louis!" Tears of joy filled the eyes; scarves, hats and flags were waved and
doves with Greek flags flew up in the air as the crowds were demanding the National Anthem to be played. The Greek Flag was raised as the band was playing the
national Anthem and the spectators were singing all together.
It was natural, therefore, for the first Olympic Games to produce the legend of
the Marathon runner Spyros Louis, winner of the first Olympic Marathon, which travelled all around the world and served to attract young people to sport and the
Olympic Movement.
Thirteen countries took part in the first international Olympic Games, in 43 sports
including athletics, cycling, fencing, shooting and boat racing. In the sports performed within the Panathinaikon Stadium, 47 foreign and 30 Greek athletes participated, with a further 62 in the gymnastics team of the Panhellenic Gymnastics Association and the National Association. The total number of Greek athletes in all sports
of the first international Olympic Games came to 142.
The dominant ideology in the newly formed independent Greek State was that it
constituted the heir and successor of ancient Greece. This notion had a decisive effect on the overall organization of the Games and the ceremonies. Greek people
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needed in those times to believe in their rebirth as a nation, to acquire self-confidence and reaffirm it as much as possible. The selection of the 25th of March as the
starting date of the Olympic Games was a very old idea attributed to the poet Panayotis Soutsos as far back as 1834. The 25th of March is the day of the Annunciation and also the anniversary of the National Uprising for independence and the rebirth and establishment of the Greek State; it was also the day after the Resurrection,
since the 24th was Easter Sunday for both Orthodox and Catholic Christians. The
choice of that particular date constituted a religious as well as a political act in the
sense that it would give all Greeks (including expatriates and those living in remote
areas) as well as their foreign guests the opportunity to participate in the religious
and state ceremonies for the rebirth of the Greek State; this would emphasize the religious and political cohesion of the nation. Greece needed all the moral boost it
could get. So the choice of March 25, 1896 for opening the First International Olympic Games was a conscious one; the celebration for the 75 years of existence for the
modern Greek State and those for the First International Olympic Games would be
held at the same time, and the friends of Greece would be celebrating along with
the friends of sport.
Another element that should be pointed out is the obvious influence of ancient
practices on the award ceremonies in both 1896 and 1906. A herald would announce
the athlete's name, sport and country of origin and then the athlete would be crowned. The classical Spirit becomes once again a point of reference. There is an obvious intention to display the links between ancient and modern athletic tradition.
On the other hand, the classical style of the ceremonies indicated that the old, glorious past remained a sensitive issue for Greek people. There was a feeling of infinite respect due to the ancient past. The classical aura of the Olympic Games was
meant as a means of spiritual awakening and heartening and served the practical
purpose of asserting the national identity. Nevertheless, the reinstatement of elements from athletic ceremonies of the Antiquity should also be examined in the light
of neo-classicism and philhellenism as worldwide phenomena which influenced the
return to ancient institutions.
In the Games of 1896 the Greek expatriates organized some sort of pilgrimage to
their homeland from the faraway places where they lived. Thus the whole scene
which unfolded in Athens was a feast which cannot be examined within the narrow
limits of a sports festival. At the end of each day, spectators and athletes alike would
rush into Constitution Square and Stadiou Street to celebrate the event together. Most
prominent in these unscheduled feasts was the presence of the common people
who participated either through their guilds or individually. It was a sincere manifestation of the spirit of international friendship and understanding, but the power of
Athens was stressed as a symbol of intellectual and cultural unity of the world at a
time which was crucial for establishing a unanimous interest in the institution of the
Olympic Games.
It was this overwhelming enthusiasm which allowed unscheduled events to take
place. Immediately after the award of medals in the First International Olympic
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Games the winners, headed by Spyros Louis, paraded spontaneously around the Panathinaikon Stadium - the first "Olympic Parade". "The neutral ground of Athens,
full of common memories, made it easier than anywhere else for the competitors to
be reconciled with each other," claimed Sloane. As for Spyros Louis, he personified
in the eyes of both Greek and foreign people the "Greek" described by the Hungarian athlete - the one who conveyed a message to peoples: "Forget your disputes.
The barbarians have been defeated".
Already in the First Olympic Games the relationship between sports contests and
music was well established. The Games opened and closed with the Olympic Anthem written by C. Palamas and set to music by S. Samaras and eventually adopted
by the Olympic Movement as the official Olympic Anthem, but the Greek national
anthem was also played at the ceremonies. It was a ritual that has been retained to
date. Especially as far as the Olympic Anthem is concerned, it brought about an explosion of worship for classical Greece by stirring deep emotion and great enthusiasm; which is why it was played for a second time, as we said above. There were
also various other pieces of music played by the bands during the intervals. In the
Games of 1896, the flag of each winner's country would be raised and the band
would "salute" it by playing some anthem (not necessarily the national anthem) of
that country; it was only with Louis's victory that the national anthem was played.
One other element worthy of mention is the torch processions. In addition to
their classical connotations, since they were held partly in order to commemorate
the torch relays of the ancient Panathenean feasts, they also had a symbolic character; for Greeks, fire is a symbol of renascence and catharsis.
The Olympic Games of 1896 but also of 1906 were a model for subsequent
Olympiads, in terms of purely organizational aspects but also in terms of the ceremonies and the various cultural and social events. These Games also initiated the
huge interest that was to be developed in commemorative books, stamps and medals and the development of folk art around the Games as well as the attraction this
athletic institution has had for artists and writers.
Finally, mention should also be made of the great contribution of the protagonists in the success of the first International Olympic Games, which set the foundations for their subsequent development: Demetrios Vikelas, first president of the International Olympic Committee; Pierre de Coubertin, secretary-general of the IOC;
Crown Prince Constantine, president of the Olympic Games Committee; Timoleon
Philemon, secretary-general of the organizing committee for the Greek Games.
Once can assert with certainty that the Athens Olympics of 1896 and 1906 secured the future of the Olympic Movement, especially in view of the failure of the
Games in Paris (1900) and St Louis (1904).
Expressing his own personal feelings about the Athens Olympics, Coubertin
wrote: "The honour of competing and the hope that you will be crowned a winner
in Athens, at the foot of the Acropolis; the joy of admiring this clear atmosphere,
those horizons which nature and history have invested with double grandeur; the visit to these valleys and plains the secrets of which have been revealed by science
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bringing the lost cities to light; all these, believe me, are worth all the attractions your
inventive minds may create. The great festival is coming to Athens itself. What other
festival can be worth as much ?"
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FIELDS OF ACTIVITIES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC
COMMITTEE DURING THE
PREPARATORY STAGE
AND THE HOSTING OF THE
OLYMPIC GAMES
by Mr Carlos MONTSERRAT (SUI)

The organization of the Olympic Games in antiquity, here in Olympia, certainly
meant a number of problems and a lot of preparatory work for the organizers and,
without any doubt, the first modern Games also had their share of difficulties of all
types, since the organizers had limited or no experience in this area. On the eve
of the third millennium, because of the universal impact of Olympism, the work
required for staging the Olympic Games is indeed tremendous.
During this lecture I will not be talking about the work that is done by the Organizing Committees and the thousands of voluntary assistants, at all levels, to
guarantee that the Olympic Games will be a success. I will simply describe, very
briefly, the activities undertaken by the IOC, its members and administration, since
this is the topic of my speech.
To begin with, allow me to quote a few excerpts from the IOC's Olympic Charter, the collection of fundamental principles, rules and bye-laws adopted by the
IOC and which govern the organization and management of the Olympic Movement, as well as the staging of the Olympic Games.
Fundamental principles
Paragraph 7 : The activity of the Olympic Movement is permanent and universal. It reaches its peak with the bringing together of the athletes of the world at
the great sport festival, the Olympic Games.
Paragraph 8 : The Olympic Charter "... stipulates the conditions for the celebration of the Olympic Games"
Chapter 1
Point 2 : Role of the IOC
Paragraph 3 : Ensures the regular celebration of the Olympic Games
Paragraph 10 : Sees to it that the Olympic Games are held in conditions which

55

demonstrate a responsible concern for environmental issues.
Chapter 1
Point 9 : The authority of last resort on any question concerning the Olympic
Games rests with the IOC.
Point 11 : Rights over the Olympic Games
The Olympic Games are the exclusive property of the IOC which owns all
rights relating thereto, in particular and without limitation, the rights relating to
their organization, exploitation, broadcasting and reproduction by any means
whatsoever.
All profits derived from the celebration of the Olympic Games shall be applied
to the development of the Olympic Movement and of sport.
The purpose of this short introduction is to underline the responsibilities of the
IOC and this is why I feel it necessary to complete it with a few words on the IOC's
organization.
The IOC was founded on the 23rd of June 1894 by Baron Pierre de Coubertin.
Its domicile has been in Lausanne since 1915. It is an international non-governmental non-profit organization.
Its member are coopted and presently number 104. They represent the IOC in
their countries and are not delegates of their countries within the IOC. The members meet once a year in a Session during which the most important decisions are
made on the recommendation of the Executive Board or the President.
If we say that the Board is the IOC's "government", then the Session would be
its Parliament.
The IOC commissions which are set up by the President have an advisory role
and the same applies to the working groups.
The IOC's administration receives instructions from the President and the Executive Board. It is headed by a Director General and a Secretary General with a
team of directors under them.

Preparatory phase/Members' activities
A city wishing to host the summer or winter Olympics must, first of all, obtain
the consent of its country's National Olympic Committee in order to apply for the
Games. This is a long process that begins about 10 years before the Olympic
Games are held.
The International Olympic Committee invites all National Olympic Committees
(197) to present their candidatures. The NOCs, after selecting one city among the
candidate cities in their country, then submits the candidature to the IOC approximately nine years before the Games.
I repeat that this is a long process, requiring a lot of preparation on the part of
candidate cities, which also means significantly increased activities for the IOC.
Until a few years ago, few cities bid for the Games and the choice was an easy
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one, as there were cases where there was just one candidate city.
Today we are talking about an average figure of about 10.
The IOC gives candidate cities a manual entitled "Manual for candidate cities
applying for the Olympic Games of ...". The purpose of this manual is to facilitate
the preparatory work that has to be done by a candidate city for the organization
of the Games, allowing it to save time and unnecessary effort. It is divided in three
parts: "Part II", "Candidature File" refers to the 532-part questionnaire which will
have to be answered by candidate cities. This candidature file is studied first by the
IOC's administration for the verification of all data and then by the evaluation commission for its report. All activities relating to this phase are coordinated by the
"candidate cities section" of the IOC's Sports Department.
Two evaluation commissions for candidate cities (cf. bye-law to Rule 37) are
appointed by the President. They are composed of:
- for the Games of the Olympiad, three members representing the Internatio
nal Federations governing summer sports, three members representing the Natio
nal Olympic Committees, four IOC members, one member proposed by the Ath
letes' Commission, as well as specialists;
- for the Olympic Winter Games, two members representing the IFs, two mem
bers representing the National Olympic Committees, three IOC members, one
member proposed by the Athletes' Commission, as well as specialists.
These commissions study the candidatures of all candidate cities, inspect all
sites and submit a written report on all candidatures to the IOC not later than two
months before the opening date of the Session which shall elect the host city of
the Olympic Games.
The evaluation commission visits candidate cities and inspects the sites, but
does not make any value judgement. Because of the growing number of candidate
cities, the IOC has recently introduced a process to reduce expenses and avoid unnecessary costs for the cities, whereby a first selection is made among the 10 or 12
candidate cities about six months before the election, leaving only 4-5 finalists. For
example for the Games of 2004, this first selection will be made in March 1997, as
the election of the city will take place during the IOC's 106th Session in Lausanne,
in September of that same year.
The choice of cities which will make it to the finals is made by a selection team
composed of members of the Executive Board who are not nationals of a country
having a candidate city, the Dean of the IOC, one representative of the IFs, one representative of the NOCs and one athlete.
The IOC members who elect the host city of the Olympic Games may, as you
know, visit finalist candidate cities, but their choice is mainly made on the basis of
the reports of the evaluation commission and the presentations by candidate cities
at the Session which is to elect the host city.
When the city has been chosen, the bid committee is dissolved and an Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games, known as the OCOG, takes over. The
OCOG, from the time it is constituted, communicates directly with the IOC, from
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which it receives instructions.
In order to improve cooperation between, on the one hand, the OCOG and, on
the other hand, the IOC, the IFs and the NOCs, the IOC establishes a Coordination
Commission to manage the working relationships between the parties. This commission which includes representatives of the IOC, the IFs and the NOCs, monitors the progress of the OCOG, provides assistance to the OCOG, helps to liaise
between the OCOG and the IOC, the IFs and the NOCs and exercises any additional authority conferred upon it by the Executive Board.
The tasks of the Coordination Commission are laid down in Chapter 5 of the
Olympic Charter.
During this preparatory phase, the IOC's activities are not restricted to what we
have just mentioned. Indeed, special mention should be made of the work of the
various commissions and the IOC's administration.
The IOC's commissions, of which there are about 23, are generally composed
of IOC members, representatives of the IFs and the NOCs, athletes and representatives of other organizations such as the press, television, or specialists and individual members depending on the commission's terms of reference.
Here are a few examples of the activities of the IOC's commissions:
- The Medical Commission works closely with the newly elected OCOG and
with the IFs and NOCs, in particular with respect to medical matters and doping
controls; it provides information on medical controls during the Olympic Games
and on medical services at the Olympic Village by means of various publications;
sets up laboratories for doping control tests, a process which requires at least three
years of preparation, etc.
- The Commission on Sport and the Environment proposes the criteria to be
adopted for the selection of host cities with regard to environmental awareness, as
described in the manual for candidate cities applying for the Games.
- The Juridical Commission which, in conformity with its mandate, issues legal
opinions for the President, the Executive Board and the Session on all legal mat
ters, contracts, amendments to the Charter, etc., follows, in close contact with the
Director General, the work of the Legal Affairs Department whose most important
task is to update the contract signed with the host city and conditions for the use
of the Olympic symbol by the candidate cities applying for the Olympic Games, as
well as all questions pertaining to legal documents.
- The Commission of New Sources of Financing and marketing has the task of
proposing a programme that can ensure the financial stability of the Olympic Mo
vement, whose main aim is to provide financial support to the IFs, the NOCs and
the OCOG, etc. (special reference should be made here to the activity of Olympic
Solidarity about which you will be hearing from Mrs Myriam Gross-Traverso). This
Commission is therefore entrusted with the task of finding possible sources of in
come and recommending a strategy to the Executive Board, whilst safeguarding
the Olympic Movement's autonomy. It is the Marketing Department that imple
ments these recommendations by developing new programmes, including the
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TOP programme. The manual for candidate cities provides information on all the
aspects of the Olympic Marketing Programme.
- The Press, Radio and Television Commission, whose representatives sit on
the Coordination Commission, consists of various working groups which meet re
gularly to advise and help the OCOG.
- The Eligibility Commission sees to it that Rule 46 of the Olympic Charter on
participation in the Games in conformity with the competitor's nationality is ob
served. It studies contentious cases and submits proposals to the Executive Board.
Let me now give you a short summary of the most important activities of the
IOC commissions that are more directly involved with the Olympic Games.
- The IOC's administration, meaning the Secretariat, is of course directly invol
ved, through the Directorates and Departments corresponding to these commis
sions, in all such activities. I will refer to these in the second part of my lecture.
These different commissions meet at regular intervals and in case of urgent
questions or specific needs. These meetings are held either at the IOC's headquarters in Lausanne, or at the headquarters of the OCOG, or elsewhere.
During the meetings of the Session held before the opening ceremony of the
Olympic Games, all IOC commissions present a report on their activity and that of
their working groups, including of course the Coordination Commission, in this
case the Coordination Commission for the Olympic Games of Atlanta.
Activities of IOC Members during the Olympic Games
It is mostly the members of the Executive Board, the Atlanta Coordination
Commission and the Medical Commission who are the most active.
These members meet daily, for the whole duration of the Games and usually
in the morning, with the OCOG representatives in order to consider and settle any
problems that may arise from day to day and to make sure that the Games are progressing smoothly in all the areas for which they were responsible for practically
seven years, i.e. accommodation, transport, the athletes' village, security, etc.
The Medical Commission has a particularly difficult task since it monitors the
results of the daily medical tests, helps the OCOG to solve any problems which
may arise and meets with the NOC medical officers to inform them on any problem involving their athletes. Its members are responsible for doping control, performed on a daily basis, the Olympic Village's medical clinic, gender testing, etc.
The Press and Radio-Television Commissions have an office in the Press and
Broadcasting Centre which provides regular information to the media through
press releases and conferences.
In addition, a large number of IOC members are invited to present the medals
at the victory ceremony, a pleasant duty certainly, but one requiring their full availability.
So there you have a brief summary of the different activities of IOC members
and commissions before and during the Games.
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The IOC's Administration/The IOC Secretariat
All the activities I have just described are made possible thanks to the work of
the IOC's administrative departments.
Practically all its departments and services are more or less involved: the General Directorate, the General Secretariat, the Sports, Finance, Marketing, Legal Affairs, International Cooperation, Press, Computer Services Directorates, the Personnel Office, the Publications, Filing/Documentation, Translation, Logistics
Sections, etc. All these different services do a very important job, both before and
during the Games.
In particular, during the preparation phase, it is the Sports and IFs and NOCs
Relations Department and the General Secretariat which are responsible for the organization of all IOC meetings in Lausanne or abroad, accommodation for the
Olympic Family, hotel booking, the holding of the Session during the Games and,
more specifically, general coordination with the OCOG.

Conclusion
By way of conclusion, let me again quote from the Olympic Charter:
"The activity of the Olympic Movement is permanent and universal. It reaches
its peak with the bringing together of the athletes of the world at the great sport
festival, the Olympic Games."
The IOC contributes to it, together with the IFs, the NOCs, the athletes of
course, thousands of voluntary workers and all the other members of the large
Olympic Family.
Thank you for your attention.
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PIERRE DE COUBERTIN:
THE HUMANIST
by Mr Conrado DURANTEZ (ESP)

I - The International Pierre de Coubertin Committee
Pierre de Coubertin today has the force and mysterious appeal of something
rare and extremely valuable. He could perhaps be called the most famous un
known in history.
If a survey were conducted at the magnificent four-yearly celebration of the
Olympic Games to discover the survival rate of the Coubertinian ideology, the result, despite the favourable atmosphere, would probably be discouraging. However, Pierre de Coubertin would still justly deserve the title of one of the most outstanding benefactors of humanity for giving the Human Family of the twentieth
century that powerful motive for union and harmony, Olympism and its rich philosophy, and the regular festive and peaceful meetings of the Olympic Games
which create unity and mutual respect.
But Olympism, with its organizational and philosophical aims supported by his
solid and discerning plans, is no more than part of Coubertin's great work. Despite being evaluated today as the most important sociological force of the end of
the century, it represents little more than half of the humanist genius's business, as
he himself maintained.
The International Pierre de Coubertin Committee was founded in 1976, and is
committed to the dissemination and study of Coubertin's rich humanism. The first
president was Dr Paul Martin, succeeded one year later by Geoffroy de Navacelle,
great-nephew of Coubertin, who is now, along with IOC President Juan Antonio
Samaranch, honorary President of the institution.
With affiliates on every continent and new National Pierre de Coubertin Committees being created in various countries, the association is reaching a stage of
particular commitment and important challenges in view of the encroachment of
negativist materialism in different areas of humanist ideology. Sport is particularly
vulnerable to the destructive effects of excessive commercialization.
The aims of the International Pierre de Coubertin Committee are, in accordance
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with its statutes:
- to disseminate all of the work of Pierre de Coubertin, focus on the main lines
of his thought and ensure its distribution throughout the world, in order to contri
bute to the betterment of the human race, and to find solutions to today's pro
blems.
- To promote and support the study of the complete humanism of Pierre de
Coubertin, his pedagogical and social thought, in order to focus particularly on the
moral, civic, cultural and pedagogical lessons which can be learned from it, and to
coordinate the research entrusted to members of the Committee or external ex
perts chosen for their specialist knowledge.
- To contribute to the adoption of rules and measures corresponding to the
teachings from which the Olympic Spirit arises.
- To honour and reward those people, organizations and groups whose beha
viour or activity has best served the ideals of Pierre de Coubertin.
- To collaborate with those national and international organizations whose aim
is to propagate the Olympic Spirit and to conduct research into the heritage of
Pierre de Coubertin.
- To coordinate on an international level the actions of its members in their res
pective countries and of the future Pierre de Coubertin Committees recognized by
it.

II - Pierre de Coubertin: the man
Pierre de Fredy, Baron de Coubertin, was born in Paris on 1st January 1863,
into a noble and wealthy family of Italian descent. Their ancestry goes back to an
original Fredy who served the French king Louis XI, and was given the title in
1471. In 1567, another Fredy acquired the De Coubertin estate near Paris, and
adopted the name his family would keep. Pierre de Coubertin studied in Paris, at
the École Primaire, and later graduated in Political Sciences. He lived in the family
château of Mirville in Normandy, while the rest of his family lived in Paris at 20,
rue Oudinot, the house where he was born and which was the IOC's first operational centre.
Disillusioned with politics and politicians, and discarding the idea of an easy
military career, which would have been appropriate to his station in life, he decided after much deliberation to devote himself to the arduous task of educational
reform in his country, spurred on by his revealing experiences of training and studying in England and North America. Education, teaching and pedagogy were at
this time in his life powerful motors of feverish activity, tirelessly and optimistically
projected on history by his visionary genius. "I have decided, " he said, "to change
my career, in order to link my name with widespread pedagogical reform...m the
most important thing for modern peoples is education...(2) education, which must
be the preface to life... and these thoughts are the result of my observations at various stages of my travels through the States of Europe and North America, where
I saw great currents of pedagogical reform independent of governmental systems,
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and even better than the national traditions themselves."(31)
The powerful motive behind his vocational pedagogical ideology led him ineluctably to the modern concept of Olympism, a daring enterprise made possible
only by his exceptional personal ability to mould grand ideas into immediate realities. Sport would be not only the most comfortable, rapid and efficient means of
forming an individual, but also the most direct vehicle for communicating with,
understanding and pacifying peoples. It was, in his opinion "a school of nobility
and moral purity, as well as a means to strength and physical energy."
On 25th November 1892, in a speech he gave at the Sorbonne in Paris on "physical exercise in the modern world", he announced his intention to revive the
Olympic Games, a project which initially foundered through general incomprehension, despite the enthusiasm with which the idea was greeted. Two years later,
in the same place, the project was unanimously accepted. The International Olympic Committee was created and Athens was declared the first site of the modern
Games, where they took place in 1896.(4)
Two conclusions can be drawn from this historic moment. The most important
sociological force of the 20th century had just been born, and its birth had occurred within the intellectual environment of a prestigious university.
The peacekeeping mission of the Games was a particularly important model
for Coubertin, who said at the end of that year: "Every four years the restored
Olympic Games must give the youth of the world the opportunity for a happy and
fraternal reunion, which little by little will dissipate this ignorance in which people
live with respect to others, an ignorance which breeds hate, compounds misunderstandings and hastens events down the barbarous path towards merciless
conflict".(5)
Coubertin would be the driving force, ideologue, executor and designer of the
great modern Olympic adventure to which he was so closely attached, and which
he had personally guided from the beginning, holding the presidency of the IOC
between 1896 and 1925.
Using the primitive means of the time, he directed and nurtured the restored
Olympism, receiving personally and answering by hand the abundant and growing Olympic correspondence, a titanic personal task to which he dedicated every
moment of his life and the whole of his considerable and reorganized fortune, suffering because of this acute financial difficulties at the end of his life.
Incomprehension of the meaning of his work on the part of some of his countrymen and the political tension of the time were responsible for the removal of
the IOC and its archives to the Swiss city of Lausanne, by virtue of an agreement
signed in the Town Hall on 10th April 1915. Coubertin lived in Switzerland until
his death, which came suddenly on 2nd September 1937, while he was strolling in
the La Grange park in Geneva.(6)
In his will, he stated that his body should be buried in Switzerland, a country
which had given him and his work shelter, understanding and protection. His
heart was to be taken to the legendary shrine of Olympia, the spiritual force be-
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hind his optimistic and fruitful Olympic task. And this is where it has rested, in a
marble stele, since 1938.
Coubertin left behind him the monumental living and changing organism of
Olympism and the Olympic Games, and a prodigious source of knowledge and research in his many articles, books, papers, conferences etc., which fill over twelve
thousand printed pages, distributed over thirty books, fifty leaflets and more than
one thousand two hundred articles on incredibly diverse topics.

III - The social concept of sport: Amateurism and sport for all
Coubertin considered sports practice to be "bodily movement maintained by
the assiduous exercise of superfluous effort"(7), settling for the final definition on
the desire for progress, that is "sometimes involving muscular exercise based on
the desire for progress, and sometimes involving risk."(8)
As a vocational pedagogue, Coubertin always considered sport an unequalled
means of training and education, and was contemptuous of those who talked
about sport without practising it. "If tomorrow everyone who talked about sport
were silenced," he said in 1927, "those actually practising it would look like a skeleton crew". Thinking of the social benefits that widespread sports practice could
offer apart from the dazzling success of some great champions, he added, "I would
like to see a place where competitions and records were forbidden, where all
adults at any time, at their convenience, could, without the risk of being spied
upon or criticized, practise free of charge the most simple exercises: races, jumping, throwing, gymnastics, and, for a reasonable fee, box, have fencing lessons,
ride horses around a ring or swim in a swimming pool"(9). He considered that "it
is not a luxury activity, or an activity for the idle, nor even a muscular compensation for cerebral work. It is, on the contrary, for everyone, a possible source of inner improvement, shaped by physical activity. It is the heritage of all to an equal
degree, and its absence can never be compensated for." In the lucid mind of Coubertin, and in his humanitarian and democratic conception of society, the rigid and
anachronistic Anglo-Saxon class system, ridiculously arbitrary and petty, was present in the sports field when an amateur sportsman was considered to be (according to the immortal definition in the founding statutes of the Amateur Athletic
Club in 1866, of generic influence in English society) "any gentlemen who has never participated in an open public competition; who has never competed with
professionals for a fee or for money raised by entry fees or by any other means;
who has never at any time made a living from teaching or instructing sports; who
is not a manual worker, craftsman or labourer... " In the short space of a century
which has elapsed from the time of this perfidious statement, it is possible to evaluate the way in which Olympism and its philosophy have removed damaging and
tyrannous concepts which were notoriously deep-rooted in their time, although
progress was obviously difficult.
In January 1919, Coubertin faced up to the problem with an incisive declaration: "All sport for all people. This motto will no doubt be criticized as Utopian lu-
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nacy, but I'm not concerned about that. I have given it considerable thought, and
I believe it is just and possible, to the extent that I will devote what strength and
years I have left to ensure that it prevails."(10) "What is important is the spirit of
sport, not the ridiculous English idea that only millionaires should be allowed to
devote themselves to sport... This amateurism is not what I would wish: it is an imposition of the International Sports Federations. It is not, however, an Olympic
problem. "(11) And he added, "Class distinctions should have no place in sport. The
time when athletes could be asked to pay for their own travel and lodgings is
over... and yet there are many sham amateurs who should be tracked down and
condemned and many falsely attributed professionals for whom allowances
should be made"(12). "For a long time athletics, which was revived in the 19th century, has been merely a pastime for the young, wealthy and idle. Our committee
has fought harder than anyone to make the pleasures of sport available to the
middle classes, and now it should be completely accessible to the working classes.
All sport for all people. This is the new motto, Utopian perhaps, that we should endeavour to make a reality. "(13)
Throughout his work Coubertin reveals his personal attitude to amateurism in
references to its superfluous and anachronistic character. "Here it was again - the
same old question!" he said in 1910. "It was sixteen years now since we had rather
naively thought that we had settle the whole matter, and here it was again, the
same problem, just as elusive as ever... The English are particularly obsessed with
the subject. Their problem is class-consciousness... Personally, I wasn't particularly
concerned. Today I can admit it; the question never really bothered me... My own
conception of sport has always been very different from that of a large number perhaps the majority - of sportsmen. To me, sport was a religion with its church,
dogmas, service..., but above all a religious feeling, and it seemed to me as childish to make all this depend on whether an athlete had received a five franc coin
as automatically to consider the parish verger an unbeliever because he receives a
salary for looking after the church"(14). He later added, "I lost even the little interest I
had had in the question of amateurism."(15)
The disgraceful disqualification of the accomplished athlete James Thorpe, the
undisputed hero of the 1912 Games in Stockholm, who was ridiculously accused
by his own country's puritanical and hypocritical sports authorities of not being
amateur, led Coubertin to reflect stoically: "at the suggestion of the British members present in 1913, the duke of Somerset and Reverend Laffan, the IOC, once it
had reached its decision, sent its congratulations to the American officials for their
"outstanding sporting" attitude on this occasion. There were of course a number
of people who maintained that Thorpe was an American citizen of Red Indian origin and that it was because of this that he had been so easily "sacrificed" as a scapegoat. "(16)
But when Coubertin assessed the incidents of the Congress in Prague, his opinion became critical and severe. "Finally, we opened the cupboard where the skeletons were stored and took out, to study once again, the problem of amateurism,
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with all that that involved: loss of earnings, pocket money, distinction between
instructors and professionals, consequences of contacts between amateurs and
professionals, etc."(17).
When in September 1936, one year before his death, Coubertin was interviewed by a journalist on the subject of the Olympic Oath, he answered: "I have often been criticized, always wrongly, for the so-called hypocrisy of the Olympic
Oath. Why can't you leave it alone? I am happy and proud to be its creator.
Would you rather absolute amateurism were required of Olympic athletes, something I am the first to recognize is impossible? All I ask of the oath is this: loyalty
to sport. "(18)
IV - Olympism
The second fundamental principle of the Olympic Charter defines Olympism as
"a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the qualities of
body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks
to create a way of life based on the joy found in effort, the educational value of
the good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles." The
text of the Charter gives a sociologically up-to-date vision of the Olympic principle, uniting it with the important social benefits that it creates, aside from the
psycho-physical improvement of the adept. Coubertin gave a more private and
personal definition of the principle, describing it not as a system, but as "a state of
mind. It may be applied to the most diverse situations, and is not the exclusive monopoly of any one race or time. Olympism is a state of mind created by the cultivation of both effort and eurhythmy... which in a paradoxical sense are the basis
of all absolute virility"(19). In his definition of the term, Coubertin had in mind, as
almost always, the Greek legacy, with its model of equilibrium as the objective of
all things, and particularly in forming the individual. Its golden exponent in classical Greece was kalokagathia, the harmonic combination of beauty and goodness.
Coubertin defined the basis of his ideology as "the cult of effort, contempt for danger, love for one's country, generosity, chivalry, and contact with the Arts and Letters". In 1928, the celebrated founder summed up his idea of Olympism more
schematically as a "doctrine of fraternity between the body and the mind."(20)
V - The organizational structure of the Olympic Movement
On 26th November 1892, Pierre de Coubertin made the first attempt to restore
the Olympic Games. His proposal in the amphitheatre of the Sorbonne was received with general enthusiasm and evident incomprehension(21). The new invitation
given two years later at the Congress which took place in the same place from 16th
to 23rd June 1894, was accepted unanimously by the delegates attending, and
from that moment the historic progress of modern Olympism began(22). The International Olympic Committee was created, the first rules were drafted and in April
1896 Athens set the scene for the Games of the first modern Olympiad. The quadrennial round of the great festival of world youth had begun. In 1896 the Inter-
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national Olympic Committee had sixteen members from different countries, all fervent believers in Coubertin's idea(23). There were only three International Federations and thirteen National Olympic Committees. Sixteen years later, in 1912, the
International Committee had thirty-nine members, there were thirteen International Federations and twenty-eight National Olympic Committees. In 1936, the year
of the Games of the 11th Olympiad in Berlin, the International Olympic Committee had sixty-eight members and the member of National Olympic Committees
had risen to fifty-one. The IOC currently has one hundred and four members,
there are thirty-four recognized International Federations and the number of National Olympic Committees has reached one hundred and ninety-seven. And over
the tripod formed by the International Federations, the International Olympic
Committee and the National Olympic Committees sits the structure of the modern
Olympic Movement. The leading role and the sphere of activity of each of these
three entities was precisely and masterfully delimited once more by the visionary
Coubertinian calculation, when on 25th May 1925 he said in Prague: "Modern
Olympism has prospered because it has at its head an absolutely independent
council, subsidized by no one and which, by recruiting its own members, escapes
all electoral interference and is influenced neither by nationalist passions nor the
push of corporate interests. With a supreme council composed of delegates of National Committees or International Federations, Olympism would be dead in a few
years and, even today, if this essential condition for longevity were abandoned, its
future would be in jeopardy. The task of the International Committee is to fix the
place of the celebration of each Olympiad and to ensure compliance with the principles and traditions which are the basis of this celebration. It alone, thanks to its
recruitment methods, is guaranteed success. The role of the National Committees
is to govern the participation of each country in the quadrennial Games. As for the
International Federations, it is their perfectly legitimate right to exercise in complete freedom the technical direction of the competitions. May harmony reign between these three powers: International Committee, National Olympic Committees,
International Federations. This is the best way to keep the Olympic Games at a desirable level. "(24)
Seventeen years earlier, Coubertin, in a speech in London, had defended the
cooption of members, the object then, as now, of sharp criticism: "We are not elected; we recruit ourselves and our mandate is unlimited. What more is needed to
irritate public opinion, which has become more and more used to seeing the principle of election expand its power and little by little bend all institutions to its
yoke... The best way of safeguarding liberty and serving democracy is not always
to throw everything open to election, but, on the contrary, to maintain within the
great electoral ocean islets where, in certain special areas, continuity can be assured by independent and stable effort. We are not encroaching upon society's privileges; we are not a technical police council. We are simply the trustees of the
Olympic ideal."(25) And thus "the members of the International Olympic Committee
are in no way delegates within the Committee. They are even forbidden from
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accepting from their countrymen any mandate that might hamper their freedom.
For this reason they should be considered ambassadors for the Olympic ideal in
their respective countries."
VI - The Olympic Games
In his passion for the peaceful, festive and cultural essence that the Olympic
Games were to have, Coubertin repeated with tiresome insistence once more in
1906 the ideology of his Games programme: "I have already repeated - so often
that I am a trifle ashamed of doing so once again, but so many people still do not
seem to have understood - that the Olympic Games are not just ordinary world
championship but a four-yearly festival of universal youth, "the spring of mankind", a festival of supreme effort, multiple ambitions and all forms of youthful activity celebrated by each succeeding generation as it arrives on the threshold of
life"(27). The intellectual dimension of the Games attracted Coubertin's particular attention, when he said in 1924, "after the Games of the 7th Olympiad (Antwerp
1920), I remember expressing the wish for even greater, even more absolute universality. The Games of the 8th Olympiad, it was intellectualism that awoke my
concern. The last Games, despite the fine and worthy effort made to clothe them
in art and thought, were still too much like "World Championships". Of course,
that is what they must be... But they need something else as well; the presence of
national genius, the collaboration of the Muses, the cult of beauty... The Olympic
Games will be what they must be and only that: the quadrennial festival of the
springtime of mankind, an ordered and rhythmical springtime, whose sap remains
in the service of the Mind"(28). In 1925 he added: "We must remember that they are
not the property of any country or any race, and they cannot be monopolized by
any group whatsoever. They belong to the world; all peoples must be admitted without discussion, and all sports must be treated on an equal footing, without regard to the fluctuations or whims of public opinion"(29). "The Games were created,"
he said in the same year, "for the glorification of the individual Champion whose
exploits are necessary for maintaining general enthusiasm and ambition. The
circumstances are largely unsuitable for too many teams to meet, since it is generally recognized that the length and the expense of the Games should be restricted"(30). And, foreseeing the enormous size and luxurious excesses of the
Games, he added "The quality of luxury must be considered: vulgarity makes it
sterile and tends to crush average strength and exacerbate social contrasts. Simple
administrative machinery, more uniform and more tranquil lodgings, fewer festivities, above all closer and more daily contact between athletes and administrators,
without politicians and opportunist to divide them. This is what I hope we will see
at the Games of the 9th Olympiad"(31). The frequent confusion in the press and the
media of the time, as today, of the terms "Olympic Games" and "Olympiad", irritated Coubertin. "An Olympiad is a calendar interval of four years, the beginning
of which is celebrated with the Games... It is therefore historically and grammatically incorrect to make the word Olympiad equivalent to the Olympic Games
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themselves, and when one says, as some commonly do "the Amsterdam Olympiads", one is committing a double barbarism that grates on the ears."(32)
VII - Olympism and defence of the Olympic values
Coubertin created, planned, started and directed the modern Olympic Movement, and in order to give far-reaching autonomy and an identity to its philosophical message, he created a whole series of emblems and ceremonies which
shape the Olympic Movement within a terminological paradox, a secular religion.
Oaths, processions, anthems, flags, symbol... all these are the trappings of an apparently religious liturgy, whose message lacks a theological addresses, since it
has no god to worship, perhaps because, as happened in Classical Greece with the
agonistic and Olympic symbolism of the "kalokagathia", the honoured recipient of
such a complex ritual is man himself, to whose perfection and equilibrium the
symbolic festive trappings of the Games and their basis of confrontation in sport
are dedicated.
The flag and the Olympic symbol
The five linked rings in blue, yellow, black, green and red represent the five
continents of the world, indissolubly linked by sport. Designed by Coubertin in
1913, this symbol is the principal and central theme of the Olympic flag which,
with its white borderless background combines in these five colours the varied
colours of all the flags of the world. Also designed by Coubertin in 1913, the
first Olympic flags were made by the Bon Marché Company, of the Rue de Bac
in Paris(33), near the Rue Oudinot, where Coubertin lived. The Olympic flag was
officially presented for the first time during the 1914 Congress in Paris, commemorating the 20th anniversary of the revival of the modern Olympic Games. It was
raised in an Olympic stadium for the first time in Antwerp, for the 1920 Games(34).
Coubertin enthusiastically explained the design of the new symbol: "five rings regularly interlaced, with their different colours - blue, yellow, black, green and red
- standing out against the white background of the paper. These five rings represent the five parts of the world, henceforth entirely behind Olympism and ready
to accept its fruitful rivalry. Moreover, the six colours combined in this way reproduce the colours of every nation without exception. The blue and yellow of Sweden, the blue and white of Greece, the tricolor of France, England, America, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Hungary, the yellow and red of Spain rub shoulders with
the innovations of Brazil and Australia, with old Japan and young China. A truly
international emblem. "(35)
The Olympic motto
The Latin phrase composed of the three juxtaposed superlatives, "Citius, Altius,
Fortius", is today the official Olympic motto. Devised and launched by the Dominican Henri Didon, Prefect of the Parisian College of Arcueil, and a personal friend
of Coubertin. It is known today in all areas of sport(36). But the Olympic motto, as
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its author meant it and eventually explained(37), should not be understood as simply
an exhortation to improve obsessively upon sports records, but to steadily improve
man's total ontological condition through sport(38). Citius, Altius, Fortius would
represent an ordered model for steady improvement within the framework of
moral self-betterment.
This motto was born and became the dominant theme of the speech given by
Didon on the 7th March 1891 to the École Albert le Grand Sports Association, of
which he was the director, and was accepted as the official motto during the
Congress which also created the IOC in 1894(39).

The competition motto
This is the well-known phrase, which can be summed up as "it is not the winning, but the taking part that counts", a phrase of great importance for sport and
for Olympism, normally attributed to Coubertin, but actually the words of the
Archbishop of Pennsylvania, Monsignor Ethelbert Talbot, who used the phrase in
the speech he gave in St Paul's Cathedral, London on the 17th June 1908 to the
athletes participating in the Games of the 4th Olympiad(40). Coubertin, who considered this speech "highly philosophical(41), complemented the phrase with his
personal way of looking at the sports situation in its educational context: "The important thing in life is not victory but combat; it is not to have vanquished but to
have fought well. By spreading these precepts we will prepare a more courageous,
stronger, more scrupulous and generous humanity"(42). His passion for a tireless
and competitive spirit, of which he was the living example throughout his long
and fruitful existence, can be seen in a paragraph of his autobiographical novel "Le
Roman d'un rallié": "Life, like wrestling, is simple. A good wrestler pulls back, but
he does not abandon the fight; he gives way, but he never gives up. If he is faced
with the impossible, he turns and goes further. If he runs out of breath, he rests
and waits. If he is knocked out of the competition, he encourages his brothers
with his words and his presence. And when everything around him crumbles, despair does not enter his heart. "(45)
The Olympic torch
The ceremony of lighting the Olympic fire and its journey from Greece by
means of relays was another of the symbols of modern Olympism which, although
it was not created by Coubertin (it was now eleven years since he had left the IOC)
was enthusiastically praised by him on its first appearance in the 1936 Games in
Berlin.
Carl Diem, the great German professor, a personal friend of Coubertin, came
up with the idea on the basis of the Ancient Greek lampadedromea, or torch
races(44), which were essential to the rituals and liturgy. Today the journey of the
Olympic fire has become one of the most spectacular and vital Olympic symbols,
representing continuous renewal within tradition, incorporating some new element in every Games, personalizing the ceremony in question with the features
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and history of the host country. In 1964 in Tokyo, it was Yoshinori Sakai, the "Hiroshima baby", born in the city destroyed by the brutal Allied bomb, who performed the final relay. In 1968, the aquatic relays that brought the fire to dry land in
the Mexican port of Veracruz symbolized the Hispanic culture joining the indigenous cultures after crossing the sea. The last relay into the stadium was carried for
the first time by a woman, the Mexican athlete Enriqueta Basilio, symbolizing the
involvement of women in the Olympic Movement. In 1976 in Montreal, Sandra
Henderson and Stéphane Préfontaine ran the last leg carrying the torch together,
embodying the idea of the Anglo-Saxon and Latin cultures forged together in a powerful country(45). And in Barcelona in 1992, a daring and accurate arrow flew
more than 100 metres to light the Olympic cauldron.
Coubertin's speech for the closing of the Games in Berlin praised the newly
born Olympic symbol, exhorting athletes to "Endeavour to keep the sacred flame
alight!... and remember the Fire, lit by the ardent sun, which has come to you from
Olympia, to lend its light and its warmth to our era. Guard it jealously within you,
so that it may reappear in full strength on the other side of the world when, in four
years' time, you will celebrate the 22nd Olympiad on the far away shores of the
pacific Ocean! "(46)
VIII - History, art, literature and psychology in the Olympic environment
Coubertin, collecting and classifying the varied and profound experiences of
his illustrious and fertile career, concentrated in Olympism and sport all the wealth
of knowledge he had acquired, studying the great social phenomenon he had revived through the lens of the most diverse sciences, arranging it and marrying it at
the same time with literature and the arts, under whose influence he always wanted the Games to develop.
His interest in history made him a fervent historian, not an academic historian,
but an expert and devoted researcher of mankind's past. His "Histoire Universelle"
in four volumes is an eloquent testimony to his passionate vocation. Of the seven
hundred articles and pamphlets he wrote, more than two hundred have an exclusively historical content, and more than half of the contents of his personal library
were on historical themes, in particular twenty-nine books dedicated to the GrecoRoman world, twelve to the history of art, and thirty historical biographies. This is
why he insisted that "all the past affects the future, and no future can be built without taking into account the past"(:48), and he added, "I hope that history will realize
the relevance of the intellectual events organized in parallel with the Games; this
is natural since Olympism belongs to history. Celebrating the Olympic Games is
reclaiming history"(49), since "the Olympic Games are a pedagogic event which
should, as in the past, focus on the cult of youth and the collective thought of
peoples. Their success will be measured by the effect they have on this thought"
(50). "humanity should gather from the heritage of the past all the forces that could
be used to build the future"(51), history being "the school for democracy par excellence, since it alone teaches the solidarity of centuries, the value of time, and
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gives both governors and governed this "notion of difficulty", prudence to the former and patience to the latter. Widespread knowledge of history will be one of the
most pressing needs of the new age; one could even say that the future of our civilization depends upon it".(52)
Another of Coubertin's great ambitions was to unite art and sport. He saw the
Games of Olympia as a complex and balanced meeting of athletes, writers, poets,
historians and philosophers, and conceived a similar configuration for the modern
Olympic Games, where sport, as the root from which culture would grow(53)
would be surrounded by great cultural displays(54), since, as Coubertin said, "the
sole mission of the Olympiads is not to exalt muscular strength. On the contrary,
they must also be intellectual and artistic"(55). Evaluating whether sport was a generator of art, Coubertin said in 1922: "Sport should be thought of as a producer
of art and an opportunity for art. It gives rise to beauty, since it produces the athlete, a living sculpture. But it is also an occasion for beauty because of the buildings opened for it, and the spectacles and festivities it generates. Ancient art used
the athlete abundantly and perfectly, but only the athlete at rest. The modern artist has before him the possibility for a whole new interpretation, and many beautiful works could be accomplished, whether sculpture or direct art, whether by the
creation alongside sport of buildings and gardens, decoration of monuments and
stands, or processions integrated into a harmonious setting."(56)
Coubertin was obsessed with creating an official and stable relationship between art and sport during the Olympic Games, and on 23rd May 1906 he called a
"Consultative Conference of Arts, Letters and Sport" at the Comédie Française in
Paris, to which he invited celebrated writers and artists, sixty of whom attended to
study "to what extent and in what form arts and letters could participate in the celebration of the modern Olympiads and, in general, become associated with the
practice of sport, to their mutual benefit and advantage. "(57)
The conference fulfilled its commitments, proposing that the IOC create five
competitions in architecture, music, sculptures, painting and literature, intended to
promote every four years unpublished work directly inspired by the idea of
sport(58). This is how the "pentathlon of the Muses"(59) was born. It was to be inaugurated at the Games of the IV Olympiad in London in 1908, but in the end it did
not take place. In the first artistic competitions during the 1912 Games in Stockholm, the first prize in the literature category was awarded to the composition
"Ode to Sport", by Georges Hohrod and M. Eschbach, pseudonyms of Coubertin
himself, who was always very proud of his literary Olympic triumph.(60)
Psychology and Pedagogy in their relationship with sport were other themes to
which Coubertin paid particular attention in his work. The Olympic Congress in Le
Havre in 1897, and particularly that of Lausanne in 1913(61), dealt specifically with
the themes of psychology and sport, and on a pedagogical level, Coubertin was
the creative force behind the Universal Pedagogical Union organized in November
1925 and of the International Bureau of Sports Psychology which in 1930 drew up
a "Charter for Sports Reform". The modern manifestation of "Sport for all", of such
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great sociological impact today, was already conceived and shaped by Coubertin
in 1919.
IX - Fidelity to an ideal: the International Olympic Academy
Coubertin, pedagogue, historian and sociologist, had conceived the Olympic
Games not only as a quadrennial festive meeting, but also as means of internationalizing and popularizing sport(62). The encouraging success of the first modern
Games in Athens in 1896 was not repeated in the succeeding Games in Paris and
Saint Louis in 1900 and 1904 respectively, in which the general form and Olympic
ideology were buried under the anarchy of the Parisian edition and the circus-like
rowdiness of the American edition(63). Coubertin was alarmed by this worrying
turn of events and tried to maintain and strengthen the cultural vein of Olympism
through the Olympic Congresses(64) (Paris, 1894; Le Havre, 1897; Brussels, 1915;
Paris, 1906 and Lausanne, 1913). In March 1937, in a letter addressed to the Government of the Reich once the Games of the llth Olympiad were finalized, he
proposed the creation of a Centre for Olympic Studies "to which all documents
and unfinished projects relating to the revival of Olympism may be bequeathed...
and which will contribute, more than any committed person, to the continuation
and appreciation of my work, to preserve it from the deviations to which, I am
very much afraid, it will be subjected"(65). Carl Diem and John Ketseas, after many
ordeals, implemented the idea, founding the International Olympic Academy in
Olympia, with an inaugural Session on the 16th June 196l(66).
In this way, Diem demonstrated the necessity of having a body to guide study
and research into the Olympic ideology, to continuously spread the Olympic principles, defend them within protective standards and denounce attacks and insults
against Olympism provoked by ambition, greed for power or ignorance. The
Greek institution of the nomofilakoi, guardians of the ideological principles of the
competition in Olympia, was the remote ancestor of this new organization(67). Seven
years later, on the 25th November 1968, the first National Olympic Academy was
created in Madrid(68). There are currently fifty Olympic Academies which, together
with the Academy in Olympia try to disseminate and defend the philosophical
values of the Olympic Movement, just as their restorer Pierre de Coubertin
intended.
Rule 31 of the Olympic Charter recalls that the fundamental role of the National Olympic Committees is to develop and protect the Olympic Movement in their
respective countries, and particularly to create and promote the National Olympic
Academies.
X - Olympism and democracy: social problems and mutual respect
Coubertin, as I have said, was an aristocrat from a noble family of ancient lineage, whose ancestors held important posts at the Court of Louis XI(69). He was
also a cultured man, with sophisticated tastes and a shrewd sense of the artistic
and aesthetic. But above all, Coubertin was a pedagogue by vocation, and his hu-
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inartistic sensibilities led him to be a determined defendant of the democratic principles of society, not through revolution, traumatic transformation or the class
struggle, but through the essentially Christian determinant of equality on the starting line, and the acceptance of the advantages that a greater degree of fitness or
greater stamina can give the competitor, whether in society or on the sports field.
Thus, in a letter headed Lausanne, 1919, addressed to members of the International Olympic Committee he said: "For a long time athletics, which was revived in
the 19th century, has been no more than a pastime for the rich and idle. Our Committee has fought more than anyone to make it a pleasure of habit for the youth
of the middle classes, and now it should be made completely accessible to the
young proletariat. All sports for all people: this is the new motto, not in the least
Utopian, to which we should dedicate ourselves"(70). And he added in the speech
given on the 25th anniversary of the founding of the Olympic Games, in a plea for
Olympic democracy: "To ensure social peace, it will not be enough to share in the
most equitable manner among men the effort of producing and the ease of consuming the objects necessary to material life - nor yet to give the adolescent free access to intellectual improvement in accordance with his mental faculties rather
than the situation of his parents; muscular pleasure, producer of joy, energy, tranquillity and purity should also, in the varied forms the improvements in modern
industries have clothed it, be brought within the reach of the most humble. This is
the integral and democratic Olympism of which we are laying the first stone today"(71)
Finally, in August 1920, in the opening speech for the 18th Session of the International Olympic Committee in Antwerp, he said: "A record is the limit that man
reaches by the conjunction of the strength given to him by nature and that developed within himself by the energy of his character. His social situation, and the
name and fortune he has inherited from his parents have no bearing on the matter. Whether he is a prince or an artisan, it will not raise him an inch higher as a
jumper, or increase by so much as a foot the distance which, as runner, swimmer
or rower, he is capable of travelling in a given time. But nature has distributed this
strength very unequally among men, and the hazards of existence seem to want to
increase even more the inequality of distribution. We are thus cancelling out the
social distinctions established by humanity and affirming the aristocratic caprices
of nature. Thus the practice of sports contains the embryonic principles that serve
as basis and point of departure for all reasonable democracy."(72)
Modern Olympism, in its lifetime of almost a century, has made a decisive
contribution to international peace, as a direct result of the mass gatherings of the
four-yearly Games. Out of the noble effort and ambition of the event arises knowledge and mutual understanding between the successive young generations who
attend the splendid arena of the Games or other international sports competitions.
Out of these relationships grows the peaceful principle of "mutual respect"(73)
which Coubertin insistently referred to as one of the most valuable maxims of
Olympism. "Tolerance," he said, "is par excellence a negative virtue. We should
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look to a superior principle, uniting all the generosity of tolerance without its customary coldness, and all the fertility of faith without its narrowness or frequent intransigence. Between tolerance and faith lies mutual respect. And it is precisely
mutual respect that democratic societies need, to the extent that without it they
tend to fall into anarchy. It is going too far to demand fraternity from men. Fraternity is for angels. Mutual respect is something that can be asked of humanity without being overly ambitious. He concluded: "Asking peoples to love one another
is childish. Asking them to respect each other, however, is not a Utopian
dream. "(74)
The pacifying influence of Olympism and the Olympic Games has had a decisive effect in mending international relations broken as a result of the two disastrous World Wars which prevented celebration of three Olympic Games (in 1916,
1940 and 1944)(75).
In 1928, Coubertin had already foreseen the pacifying influence that Olympism
would have on society, once the sociological disaster caused by the First World
War had been overcome. "Just as Olympism survived the world war without damage, it will survive social revolutions. It has nothing to fear from the current corporative tendencies. I have witnessed with joy workers' organizations take up the
Olympic ideal; no doubt students will in their turn want to give it a better-defined
share in their university concerns. The important thing is that all levels of society,
from the adolescent to the mature man, work to spread the sporting spirit that lies
in spontaneous loyalty and chivalrous disinterestedness"(76).

XI - Olympism and happiness: Eurhythmy
"If anyone asked me the recipe for "Olympicizing" oneself," said Coubertin in
1918, "I would say: the first condition is to be happy"(77). And he added in a
speech of 1920, "the day when a sportsman stops thinking above all else of the
happiness in his own effort and the intoxication of the power and physical balance
he derives from it, the day when he lets considerations of vanity or interest take
over, on this day his ideal will die, and the pedagogic value of this ideal, if I may
use this expression, will diminish irrevocably."
But this happiness derived from intense exercise is the result of the happy cooperation between the integral elements of the human being, the body and the
mind. The Cartesian separation of the two parts of the whole as completely independent factors leads to disharmony in the individual. "That is why," said Coubertin, "the two factors have to integrate in a harmonic whole, to achieve eurhythmy,
that equilibrium that was reached in ancient Olympia, wherein the athletes with
their statuesque bodies competed bravely for the desired victory before statues of
their gods with athletes' bodies, in whose faces the great sculptors had breathed
the breath of the divine. But when Olympia disappeared, an intransigent asceticism relegated the body to a secondary place.
Consequently, Olympism is a doctrine of fraternity between the body and the
soul, and asceticism one of enmity between them. And history has followed the
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course of a pendulum swinging between the two extremes "which should end in
triumph for equilibrium and eurhythmy"(70). "Sport as Coubertin understood it,"
says Professor Maker, "protects us both from the intellectual arrogance that despises the body, and from the degradation of the body and the spirit caused by sensual enjoyment"(79). "The body cannot be forgotten in the integral development of
the individual," said the academic Eugenio Montes in 1975, in the presentation ceremony for the book Olympia. Quoting Juan Silodu, he added: "There are people
who are incapable of travelling in a third-class carriage from Paris to Versailles, but
who nevertheless seem indifferent to travelling in a third-class body from the
cradle to the grave"(80).
XII - Religio athletae
This term, used repeatedly in the Coubertinian philosophical heritage, has provoked various and diverse interpretations. Some have criticized it as paganism,
others as pantheism, but most people in agreement with the ideas of the famous
restorer consider it a new religious philosophy.
Coubertin was a believing Christian. He received a sound religious training during his school years with the Jesuit order, and had close friendships with distinguished priests such as the Dominican Henry Didon(81) prior of the Arcueil College in Paris. He felt a deep enthusiasm for the work of other priests, particularly
that of the famous Anglican pastor, Thomas Arnold, rector of the famous Rugby
College(82), not forgetting his eulogies over the sermon given in July 1908 by the
Archbishop of Pennsylvania Monsignor Ethelbert Talbot in St Paul's Cathedral in
London at the Games of the 4th Olympiad, which was the source of the maxim
"it's the taking part that counts", and whose speech was valued by Coubertin for
its "highly philosophical content"(83) and his sympathy with Reverend De Courcy
Laffan, a powerful English voice in the Congress at Le Havre in 1897(84). So the
Coubertinian affirmation of religio athletae could never be called an act of atheism
or impiety.
However, Coubertin was conscious of the prevailing materialism and practical
atheism of his time, which was gradually asserting itself throughout much of society. "At that time," said Nissiotis, "scientific and philosophical development in
Europe had passed very quickly from the Christian tradition to radical secularism
which removes the living God from the spiritual scene, replacing him with positive atheistic beliefs in a pragmatism that distances life from any references to the
myths, transcendence and spiritual values which are precisely what qualify man as
a unique being in creation. This is why Coubertin tried to find in Olympic athleticism, and through Greek religious philosophy, the effective response to fill the terrifying void left by the absence of God, in an historical period when Europe was
quickly invaded by economic utilitarianism and scientific positivism. Olympism as
religion, a serious appeal to take with complete devotion its humanist principles
impregnated with Greek philosophy and Christian faith, above all kinds of dogmatic absolutism against other social beliefs and conditions. Olympism in the ser-
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vice of peace, democracy and internationalism, and of the moral transformation of
man, giving him a dignified character, regenerating him by the achievement of
equilibrium between the body and the mind, through athleticism in its Olympic

XIII - The triumph of Olympism
Olympism can be considered without exaggerated enthusiasm or subjective
partisanship as a major world sociological force at the dawn of the twenty first century.
In our turbulent twentieth century, is there any force apart from Olympism that
within its sphere of influence unites such a numerous and varied family of followers? Is there another human activity with its multiple cultural, scientific, political,
philosophical or artistic dimensions that regularly gathers in one place in the world
such a varied mosaic of races, languages, religions, political, cultural and economic systems as the Olympic Games?
Olympism, thanks to its solid philosophical base and the magnificent Games,
has come through world wars, terrorism, political interference and international
boycotts, and, in the approach to the centenary of its modern revival it offers the
world the perennial freshness of its democratic and humanitarian ideals, and the
constant hope of universal peace(86). In 1920, Pierre de Coubertin referred to the
obstacles in the path of Olympism with a prophetic phrase which, despite the passing of time seems relevant today: "Olympism is a great silent machine whose cogs
do not squeak and whose movement does not stop despite the handfuls of sand
that some people persistently and unsuccessfully throw in, to try to hinder its workings. When the hour comes for the International Olympic Committee to take a
decision, it takes it with no concern for anything other than the good of the institution whose destiny is in its hands. And in the end events prove it right; the route
chosen was in fact the best one"(87).
With visionary skill, Coubertin predicted the irresistible attraction that Olympism's cosmic resonance would produce in various parties desirous of notoriety,
who would use the Olympic brilliance to illuminate their partisan or sectarian posturing or to prop up their personal interests, causing a plague of Olympic parasitism(88). In 1925, he denounced this feared evil: "We must remember that (the
Games) are not the property of any country or any race, and they cannot be monopolized by any group whatsoever. They belong to the world; all peoples must
be admitted without discussion, and all sports must be treated on an equal footing,
without regard to the fluctuations or whims of public opinion. "(89)
XIV - Olympism in the 21st century
The crisis which is affecting the philosophical ideology of the Olympic Movement today in these closing stages of the twentieth century is a direct consequence
of the great transformation in the ideologies of the world brought about by the
prevailing and powerful materialism caused by the structural parameters of an
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amoral consumer society.
Olympism in its current incarnation is a philosophy of life with sport as the motor behind its ideals of education, peace, democracy and humanity. Sport is thus
the driving force behind the philosophical ideology of Olympism, which is why
the competition framework provides rich opportunities for stimulation, camaraderie, understanding, knowledge and friendship. However, sport has undergone a
radical transformation in the last quarter of a century. High-level competition has
demanded increasingly greater dedication and training from top sports people, resulting in a new competitive landscape. Sport, the driving force, may have been
changed for the worse by the hypertrophy which has brought about and encouraged its mass popularity, but the principles governing it remain as immutable as
ever: equality, non-discrimination, peace, justice, democracy, equality of opportunity, honour for talent, respect for the loser, etc.
In the current climate, and over the coming years, it would be appropriate to
re-examine Coubertin's fundamental warnings, fears and demands, in order to try
to put the new Olympic landscape in its proper perspective. The two essential determinants which must coincide in the celebration of the Games were expressed
thus by Coubertin in 1924: "As founder of the modern Olympic Games, what interests me most of all is respect for their international foundations and their eclectic character; and in second place the spirit of the competitors"(90). "Olympism...
does not belong to any race or any era, and the most diverse formulae can be applied to it."(91)
But within the foregoing Olympic framework, Coubertin repeatedly denounced the dangers which then, and much more now, threatened the Olympic ideology which focused essentially on "sporting loyalty"(92). A dangerous factor in Coubertin's opinion was the "mercantilist spirit that threatens to invade sporting
circles, due to the fact that sport has developed within a society in danger of rotting to the core with money madness"(93). "The Olympic Games should not be
seen as the hen that lays the golden eggs, although it would be childish to suppose that the Ancient Greeks were unconcerned with the prosperity generated by
the Games, and uninterested in the traffic around Olympia"(94). Although we
should consider "The quality of luxury (during the Games): vulgarity makes it sterile and then it only tends to crush average strength and exacerbate social
contrasts. Simple administrative machinery, more uniform and more tranquil lodgings, fewer festivities, above all closer and more daily contact between athletes
and administrators, without politicians and opportunists to divide them"(95).
He was opposed to the conception of sport as spectacle, and considered that
"The ideal spectator for sport is the sportsman at rest, breaking off his own exercise to follow the movements of a more skillful or better-trained comrade"(97). "The
real sportsman is someone for whom the spectator exists only contingently"(97), "a
country can truly call itself sporting when the majority of its people feel a personal need for sport..."(99), "professionalism - by which we mean both the love of
money and that vanity that pushes men to seek vulgar praises and crude satisfac-
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tion for their pride - remains the worst enemy of sport and physical education as a
whole"(100) since "the organizer of a spectacle tends to corrupt the athlete in order to
better satisfy the spectator"(101).
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AN OLYMPIC JOURNEY
by Dr Ian JOBLING (AUS)

In the many articles and books written about Baron Pierre de Coubertin and
the Olympic Games of the modern era, there have been varying interpretations
about the aims, ideals, purpose and significance of what has become the foremost
multi-sport, multi-nation event. Clearly, Coubertin also perceived sport as a powerful medium of education. This factor is inherent throughout his article, "L'fducation Anglaise(1) and is also an aspect which he attempted to incorporate within the
Olympic Idea.(2)
Much more has been written about Coubertin and the revival of the Olympic
Games than about his philosophies which are inherent in what may be termed the
"Olympic Idea" or "Olympism". It became clear, even in Coubertin's lifetime, that
the international popularity of the Olympic Games was based on quantitative outcomes rather than the qualitative aspects.(3) Coubertin's writings and speeches provide a record of his dismay at this emphasis. A study of the early Olympic
Congresses provides a clear indication that sport as education was an important
aspect of the Olympic Movement.(4)
Clearly, the establishment of the International Olympic Academy here in Ancient Olympia was an outcome of de Coubertin's dream of a cultural institution to
study and teach the history of the Olympic Games and to promote the ideals of
peace and international goodwill associated with the Olympic Movement. Fortunately, IOC members such as John Ketseas in Greece, and others, brought Coubertin's dream to fruition and those gathered here today have come on an Olympic Journey to assemble here to learn about and expand the educational role of
the Olympic Movement. Perhaps the Olympic Journey I am about to relate will inspire and stimulate you in formulating ideas about how you might promulgate and
spread Olympism in your respective countries.
Much of what follows will be accompanied by photographic images which, of
course, do not appear in the written text. Therefore, in many cases I will divert
from the text to highlight particular aspects of the illustrations on the screen. I apo-

83

logise in advance to our translators for this diversion.
Firstly, some background about Australia and the State of Queensland. Australia is a large island continent (7,682,000 square kilometres) with a population of 18
million. The Commonwealth of Australia comprises six states and two territories.
The State of Queensland is 1,732,654 square kilometres, with a population of
3,277,373. Most Queenslanders reside in what is known as South-East Queensland.
Indeed, 63 % (2,073,289) live within 100 kilometres of Brisbane (bounded by the
Gold Coast to the south, the Sunshine Coast to the north, and Toowoomba to the
west). Greater Brisbane, the capital, has a population of nearly 1.5 million
(1,489,069), and is located approximately 120 kilometres from the New South
Wales State border at its closest point.(5) It might be noted that the distance from
Coolangatta, which is on the New South Wales border, to the tip of Cape York is
over 2,000 kilometres, the same distance as from Athens to Prague, London to
Oslo, Washington DC to Dallas, Bangkok to Hong Kong, and Sao Paulo to Buenos
Aires.
For the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC), and the Queensland Olympic
Council (QOC), specifically, promulgating and promoting the Olympic Movement
throughout such a vast region is a challenge. And, of course, so is fund-raising to
send our best possible teams and management to both winter and summer Olympic Games.
The QOC, and especially its Executive Officer, Ian Guiver, and assistants Stephen Pitt and Lachlan Begg,(6) developed the concept of an "Olympic Journey" utilizing the rail network throughout the vast state of Queensland. The governmentowned Queensland Rail reacted most positively to the idea and provided all the
rolling stock (11 carriages(7)), which was especially fitted-out to accommodate the
needs of the Olympic Journey. As the chief supporter, it has been estimated that
Queensland Rail's total contribution was in excess of $250,000. Of course, in real
terms the contribution is difficult to measure. The QOC received great support and
assistance from many levels of Queensland Rail - from Corporate Relations in
head office(8), the train and maintenance crews, station supervisors and staff, and,
of course from the excellent chefs and caterers. Queensland Rail was keen to establish the image of the staff of the stations throughout the State; a joint venture
with the QOC with what became known as "Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey",
a month long journey travelling almost the length and breadth of the state, was envisaged as an appropriate project.
As you can see from the map (see Appendix A), the Olympic Train stopped at
33 towns,(9) from Cairns in the far-north, Mount Isa in the north-west, and Goondiwindi in the south-west (see Appendix B for the itinerary). The distance covered
was more than 7000 kilometres (4375 miles). I believe this Olympic Rail Journey is
a world-first. It was so successful that I hope my presentation will encourage you
to emulate similar rail journeys as a way of promoting and spreading the Olympic
Movement in your respective countries.
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Objectives of the Olympic Journey
The Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey had several interrelated purposes. Certainly, fund-raising to send athletes, officials, coaches, and other support personnel to Atlanta was a major reason. However, it is clear that simpler and more costeffective ways of fundraising could have been found than to involve millions of
dollars of capital equipment and hundreds of Queensland Rail and Olympic personnel over many months. No, a more significant reason for the QOC's advocacy
of this concept was that it provided an excellent opportunity to extend the Olympic Education programme to most of the population of Queensland and, most importantly, to meet and discuss Olympic matters and issues with Queenslanders of
all ages. The Queensland Government, which is most sensitive to the difficulties of
people living in the remote areas of the State, and Queensland Rail recognized the
significance of this goal and combined to bring it to fruition.
The Olympic Train, with only a skeleton crew on board, journeyed non-stop
from Brisbane to Cairns, where it was officially opened on November 4, 1995 by
Mr John Coates, AO, the President of the Australian Olympic Committee. Many regions of Queensland were visited and much happened in the four-week period of
the Olympic Journey. With the aid of photographic illustrations of events which
occurred along the track,(10) I want to focus now on the many ways in which the
Olympic Journey was a most positive process of Olympic Education. I will do so
under 6 main headings:
Olympic Education
1. The Olympic Museum
2. The Pierre de Coubertin Awards
3. The Olympic Education Kits
4. The Olympic Competitors' Pins
5. The Olympians Club
6. The Queensland Olympic Academy
1. The Olympic Museum
Australia is only one of three countries which is acknowledged as having participated in every summer Olympic Games. This achievement is one of which
many Australians, and especially the Australian Olympic Committee, are very
proud. Qantas(11), Australia's major international airline, supported three of the eleven carriages used to present the Olympic Museum, the showpiece of the Train,
which highlighted our involvement in the Olympic Movement. The exhibits in the
Qantas Olympic Museum comprised many items gathered from current and past
Queensland and Australian Olympians. Stephen Pitt and Ian Jobling spent several
days working with the staff and curators of the Australian Gallery of Sport and
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Olympic Museum (AGOS & OM), which is located within the Melbourne Cricket
Ground, the main venue for the 1956 Olympic Games.(12) Most of the items came
from this collection, including the Olympic Cup, which was presented by the President of the International Olympic Committee, Juan Antonio Samaranch, in 1987
to the people of Australia. This magnificent symbol of Olympism was mounted in
the first carriage and provided and opportunity for visitors to realize that Australia
has played an important and most significant role in the Olympic Movement.
Some other items exhibited in the Museum were: gold medals belonging to
Murray Rose, Betty Cuthert and Michael Wenden; woollen neck-to-knee swimming costumes of the early Olympics which were juxtaposed with the first nylon
trunks worn by Murray Rose in 1956 and the skimpy briefs which Glen Housman
wore when he won a silver medal in the 1500 metres in Barcelona; running spikes
worn by Debbie Flintoff-King; a bicycle ridden by Edgar "Dunc" Gray when he
won a gold medal at the 1932 Los Angeles Games was displayed alongside a modern "superbike".
These and many other items and memorabilia were mounted in professionally
designed, outfitted and maintained exhibits.(13) There was also spectacular video
footage highlighting some of the significant events from past Olympics, and interviews with past and present Olympic Champions.
The cost of obtaining and returning items, insuring and fitting out the Olympic
Museum was approximately $ 45,000 (Australian)(l4) [All monetary amounts are cited
in Australian currency; exchange rates are given in the endnotes of the paper].
Qantas was given naming rights to the Olympic Museum because of its generous
support, both financially and in kind, but many other people and organizations
kindly assisted in making it a magnificent historical experience for so many
people. Harry Gordon and Ian Jobling, who have researched and written much
about the history of the Olympic Movement in Australia, provided the expertise in
all areas of the Olympic Museum and, along with Stephen Pitt(15) and John Humphries (an Olympic fencer in 1960 and 1964), provided information to the visitors
as they passed through the train.
During the period from November 4 to December 1, 1995, more than 20,000
people visited the Olympic Museum.(16) For many, especially the children in the
remote areas, the museum experience was overwhelming. It was a joy to see so
many adults and children and discuss with them some of the important events of
the past Olympic Games, as well as developments and issues which pertain to the
recent and current Olympics. We were also delighted that so many school children, who had come through the Museum during the day, returned with their parents and other members of the family in the evening. Cost of entry to the Olympic Museum was: Adults $ 5.00; Child or Student $ 2.00 or Student; Family $ 10.00.
2. The Pierre de Coubertin Awards
These awards were initiated in 1995 by the Australian Olympic Committee and
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are administered throughout Queensland by the Queensland Olympic 2000 Task
Force(17) in association with the Queensland Olympic Council, the Department of
Education and the Office of Sport. The Pierre de Coubertin Awards are designed
to recognize students who demonstrate attributes that are consistent with the fundamental aims of the Olympic Movement through participation in a variety of
sporting and community activities. The Award aims to emphasise participation and
sporting behaviour; the students who consistently displays an attitude of being a
"good sport". Schools are invited to select one student in years 10, 11 or 12.(18)
Almost 100 awards were made throughout the State in this inaugural year. It
was most significant though that 37 of the recipients of the Pierre de Coubertin
Awards who did not reside in the Brisbane region(19) could receive their framedcertificates in their "home towns" in an "Olympic Environment, with Olympic flags
and displays, and by an Olympic official or former great Olympic athlete, such as
Marlene Mathews, Tracey Belbin, Bill Roycroft, Glynnis Nunn, Tracey Wickham.
3. The Olympic Education Kits
These curriculum based education kits (a copy of which will be presented to
the International Olympic Academy library following this presentation), have been
developed by the Australian Olympic Committee to assist young Australians to understand the values and spirit of the Olympic Movement and the Olympic
Games(20). With the assistance of CocaCola, the kits were distributed to every primary and secondary school in Australia in mid-1995. Again, it was fortuitous that
schoolchildren could have a real "Olympic" experience so soon after having access to such a resource in their school library.
4. Olympic Competitors' Pins
In September 1987, the President of the IOC, Juan Antonio Samaranch, instigated the awarding of a pin to every athlete who had competed at an Olympic
Games.(21) The Australian Olympic Committee, with the help of the State Olympic
Councils, has endeavoured to locate all Olympians and present the pin in person
at an appropriate ceremonial occasion. Again because of the distance, this has
been difficult in Queensland, but during the Olympic Journey, 28 pins were presented to Australian Olympians at ceremonies in various towns and cities throughout Queensland.
5. The Olympians Club
For more than a decade, the Olympians Club in Australia has been organized
on a State basis(22) but there have been discussions recently to form a national
Olympians Club of Australia with the State clubs acting as the primary delivery
agents. The Olympic Journey helped to revive the spirit and facilitated many of the
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objectives of the Olympians Club.(23) Sixty-five former and current Olympians from
all over Australia spent some time on the Train during the four weeks of the Olympic Journey.(24) This was a remarkable effort [See appendix C for a list of Olympians
and others aboard the Train]. Again, through the assistance of Qantas, Olympians
were flown to a major town, boarded the Train for a few days, and then were
flown back to their respective towns. Many came by interstate but, of course, many
were picked up by the Train as it passed through their towns. The Olympians
were interviewed on the station platforms,(25) signed autographs on T-shirts,
waterbottles, caps or some other item, as they chatted to children and adults, sold
Olympic merchandise, and assisted in the Museum. Several Olympians were heavily involved in the organization and the administration of the Olympic Journey.(26)
On several occasions they were involved in local sporting events, such as swimming carnivals, or gathered groups together spontaneously for coaching sessions,
or tips on riding from Bill Roycroft, a gold medallist in 1960 who went on to compete at five Olympic Games.
Australians are extremely proud of their Olympians. Many people, especially
those in remote areas and small towns such as Julia Creek and Hughenden, said it
was a great thrill and privilege to meet and chat with athletes who had represented their country with distinction at the Olympic Games. In this respect alone, the
Olympic Journey did much to spread the spirit of Olympism. In my discussions
with the Olympians, it was clear they also appreciated that the Olympic message
should not be confined to the more populous areas. The enthusiasm generated by
the Olympic Train was such that many of the Olympians were keen to stay longer
on the Journey than they had originally planned; however, in most cases, they
could not because the sleeping cars were full for the next changeover.
The involvement of so many Olympians in the Journey has done much to rekindle the enthusiasm for the concept of the Olympians Club. The organization,
which had been struggling with its purpose and vision for many years, especially
in Queensland because its members are spread throughout this vast State, has now
many enthusiastic supporters who realize what can be done for the Olympic Movement.

6. The Queensland Olympic Academy
Following the successful Olympic Academies conducted at the national level
by the Australian Olympic Committee,(27) Olympic Councils in the various States of
Australia were encouraged to conduct their own sessions, which would be held
over one or two days. Since 1993, the Queensland Olympic Council has conducted two sessions a year, one in Brisbane and one in a regional city, respectively.
The regional session was held in Mackay, which is 800 kilometres from Brisbane,
to coincide with the visit of Olympic Train.(28) At the end of their session, which
was conducted at a Mackay conference-hotel, the young participants greatly appreciated the opportunity to visit the Olympic Museum and meet many Olym-
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pians; an opportunity not usually available.
Fund-raising for Atlanta
As stated at the outset, a major purpose of the Olympic Train was to raise funds
for the Australian to travel to Atlanta. This was achieved through several methods:
1. The Olympic Journey Merchandise Car
2. Queensland Olympic Council Regional dinners
3. Local Fund-raising in Towns visited by the Olympic Train
4. Donations and Corporate Support
1. The Olympic Journey Merchandise Car
The cost of fitting out the Merchandise Car, which was approximately $ 5,000.
was borne by CocaCola. This colourful and inviting display included officially-licensed Olympic products and was so popular that it often caused a "hold-up" because it was at the exit from the Olympic Museum.(29) The total raised from sale of
merchandise was $ 40,750.
2. QLD Olympic Council Regional Fund-raising Activities
Over the past several years the QOC had established fund-raising committees
in the regions throughout the State. Several regions organized specific fund-raising
activities to coincide with the visit of the Olympic Train. For example Olympic
Dinners were held in Townsville and Toowoomba, which were opened with the
moving sight of local children walking through the diners with lighted candles to
the stirring sounds of Beethoven's "Ode to Joy". In other cities there were smaller
Olympic luncheons; golf and race days.(30) Again, the past and present Olympians
from the Train were featured as special guests and speakers, thereby spreading the
message as they related their Olympic experiences.
3. Local fund-raising in towns visited by the Olympic Train
In some of the smaller towns, local service groups such as Lions and Rotary,
conducted fund-raising activities for the Atlanta Olympic Appeal through barbecues and cake stalls. The QOC is most grateful to such groups and organizations
for their enthusiastic support; in addition to catering for the local crowds, their presence added to the "community spirit" which was engendered by the presence of
the Olympic Train.
4. Donations and corporate support
Many corporations and organizations were keen to be involved and associated
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with such an exciting and unique project. Some were most supportive in kind and
provided capital or equipment items and made their personnel available. The
contribution of Queensland Rail in this regard has already been noted. Some
examples are:
Tip Top Bakeries, which provided one of its drivers and a van so that an "advance party" could drive ahead, often in the middle of the night, to the next town
to prepare the station so that all would be ready for the Train's arrival.
QIDC (Queensland Investment Development Corporation) which provided
and printed all entry tickets to the Olympic Museum and, where they had an
agency, provided staff to sell the them;
The Department of Tourism, Sport and Youth which, through the Queensland
Academy of Sport, provided funds and also five young elite athletes who conducted activities associated with fitness on the station platforms;
Students and staff from The University of Queensland and Queensland University of Technology who assisted in the preparation of the Olympic Museum, and
helped develop the itinerary by contacting schools, community groups, councils.
Other companies provided product or in-kind services. Reference has already
been made to the contribution of CocaCola and Qantas. Others included Adidas,
Boral Construction Company Country, Carlton United Breweries, Hertz/Ford, Rosemount Estate Wines, Telstra, and the University of Queensland Press. Of course,
there were many other organizations, associations and individuals who contributed greatly towards the financial success of this venture. The official profit from the
Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey which went towards the Atlanta Olympic Appeal was nearly $ 140,000.(31)

Media Response to the Olympic Journey
The media response, in the form of newspapers, radio and television, to the
Olympic Journey was excellent. Both the QOC and Queensland Rail media relations staff(32) worked diligently to ensure that coverage of the Olympic Journey
was given well in advance of the Train's arrival in the many locations. Certainly,
the journalists and personalities from the local print and electronic media were
keen to support such a unique concept. Some radio stations actually broadcast
from the station platforms, interviewing Olympians and Olympic journey organizers about the event.
I was able to collect more than 150 separate reports about the Olympic Journey which were published in the city and regional newspaper throughout Queensland.(33)
Some of these were mots informative, capturing the fantastic atmosphere generated by the arrival and presence of the Olympic Train and its entourage. The
Courier Mail, Queensland's major daily newspaper, published several special reports written by Wayne Smith, who was aboard the train from Cairns to Julia
Creek.(34) The highlighted lead-in to Smith's article stated:
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A train has carried Olympic artefacts, displays, and most importantly, Australian
Olympians around Queensland this month, delivering a positive message to a generation of youngsters who will carry the country's sporting fortunes into the next
century.(35)
Some of the headlines for the articles included:
Past feats feted in bid for golden future
Courier Mail, Brisbane, October 28, 1995
Central West gets into the Olympic Spirit
Longreach Leader, November 3, 1995, p. 23
Top athletes to stop in Roma for Olympic train
Western Star, Roma, November 7, 1995
Olympic spirit arrives at Cloncurry
North West Country, Cloncurry, November 8, 1995
An epic Olympic journey for Queensland Rail
TMB, November 9, 1995
1932 bike featured in Olympic Museum
Chinchilla News, Chinchilla, November 16, 1995
Two day Olympic "fever" set to hit Toowoomba
Chronicle, November 17, 1995
Queensland Rail Olympic Journey rolls in today
Dalby Heral, Dalby November 21, 1996
Cyclist to race Olympic train to Toowoomba
The Chronicle, Toowoomba, November 21, 1995
The above "feature" was one of many which was arranged to encourage television stations to be involved. The efforts of potential Atlanta Olympian, road-cyclist Cathy Reardon, to "beat the Olympic Train into town" was given extensive coverage, especially by Australia's "Channel 7 - Olympic host television network".(36)
Cathy continued her training for Atlanta while associated with the Olympic Journey by riding between several of the towns, eg. Miles, Dalby, Toowoomba, Goondiwindi.(37)

Conclusion
From a personal perspective, I considered the Queensland Rail's Olympic
Journey a resounding success. My association with the Olympic Movement is as a
sport and Olympic historian and educator. I was the inaugural chair of the Oceania Olympic Academy in Australia, the Australian Olympic Academy, and the Education Commission of the Australian Olympic Federation so it can be seen that I
consider "Olympic Education" to be a most important function of the Olympic Movement. It was, indeed, a privilege and honour to have been associated with this
unique Olympic Journey. It was also great fun.
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I met thousands of children and parents, Olympic athletes and sports-persons,
people from the world of business, politics, the media and education - all were
most supportive and were most generous with their praise and gratitude for the efforts made by so many people and organizations associated with the Olympic
Journey. This was especially evident when visiting the more remote cites, towns
and communities - there was an acknowledgement that the QOC and Queensland
Rail had made a great effort to include them in this magnificent effort to spread the
Olympic Movement.
From my research and discussions with persons associated with the organization and administration of Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey, it is acknowledged
that it was an excellent means of Olympic Education and I trust I have conveyed
this to you in my presentation. Of course, there were many aspects which could
be improved, but it seems we always have 20/20 vision in hindsight. One important aspect is to ensure that the goals and objectives, as well as the areas of specific administration and organization, of all those involved are clearly delineated.
Clear lines of communication before and during a project such as the Olympic
Journey need to be established to avoid duplication of effort and instil confidence
so that what is planned to happen does.(38)
Notwithstanding such minor criticisms, it is clear that the Queensland Rail's
Olympic Journey has done much to enhance the spirit of Olympism throughout
many regions of Queensland. Many years ago Pierre de Coubertin wrote:
"Educational reform ... has been the object of slow, silent, gradual and long
thought-out study. Olympism has sailed serenely over the world like a gleaming
airship, the reform of education has borrowed the method of moles, burrowing
unseen a whole network of runs and raising veritable molehills here and there on
the surface. "(39)
Although Coubertin's statement is somewhat daunting, Olympism was most
obvious throughout the entire duration of the Olympic Journey. It is hoped that
the communities visited benefited greatly from the unique and visible presence of
the Olympic spirit in the form of the Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey, not just
fleetingly but for many years. I am confident they will and I hope that many of
you, the participants gathered here at this 36th Session of the International Olympic Academy for Young People, will have not only gleaned some ideas from this
presentation, but also caught the spirit of this particular Olympic Journey so you
feel moved to undertake similar Olympic Journeys in you respective countries and
communities.
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Notes
(1) Pierre de Coubertin, "L'Éducation Anglaise", La Réforme Sociale, 1887,
p. 632-662
(2) Pierre de Coubertin, The Olympic Idea: Discourses and Essays, Stuttgart,
Hofman. 1967.
(3) For further information about Coubertin's attitudes on the role of the Olym
pic Movement, refer to Ian Jobling, "Sport as Education: An Olympic Idea", A Pa
per presented at the 7th International Session for Educationists, International
Olympic Academy, Ancient Olympia, Greece, June-July, 1986.
(4) Pierre de Coubertin, "Olympic Memoirs IV", Olympic Review, N 107-108,
September-October. 1976. p. 547.
(5) Land area and demographic figures have been extracted from: Australian
Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics, Catalogue 3101.0, Canberra,
March Quarter, 1995; Australian Bureau of Statistics, Estimated Resident Population
and Area Queensland, Catalogue 3201.3, 1995 Preliminary, Brisbane, 1996.
(6) There were many people associated with the development of the Queens
land Rail's Olympic Train Journey; it is not possible to acknowledge all of them in
this paper. The concept, of course, had the support of the Queensland Olympic
Council, especially the President (Mr Ralph Beckingham) and Treasurer (Mr Tre
vor Beckingham) and it received excellent encouragement and support from
Queensland Rail, especially Ms Kerry Heldon, Manager, Corporate Relations. For
further information, contact: Queensland Rail, GPO Box 1429, Brisbane Queens
land Australia 4001 (Tel. 6l 7 3235 2088: Fax 6l 7 3235 1041)
(7) The 11 carriages comprised the Olympic Museum (3) Merchandise (1), Di
ning Car (1) Club Car (1) Sleeping (4) and Storage (1).
(8) Queensland Rail's Corporate Relations division played a major role in the
success of the operation. The Manager, Ms Kerry Heldon, and Ms Carol Haffke
(Media Liaison Officer), Ms Eva Bylund (Corporate Activities Co-ordinator), Karen
Holland, and Cathy Fuller provided outstanding support to the concept, organiza
tion and promotion of the Olympic Journey.
(9) The Train stopped at several other locations; for example, the scholl chil
dren of the town of Boonah wrote to the QOC to express their disappointment
when they heard the train was not stopping in their town. Arrangements were then
made for the Train to stop at a small railway siding and children, parents and tea
chers arranged transport and travelled by road for more than an hour so they
could visit the Train.
(10) Most of the photographs shown in this presentation were taken by Ian Jo
bling. I am grateful to Queensland Rail's Graphic Services for permission to use
some of the photographs taken by Don Stephens and Barry Rogers who, between
them, covered them the entire Olympic Journey.
(11) The Qantas sponsorship was more $ 30,000 in the form of air-travel. Much
of it was used flying Olympians to and from the Train during the Olympic Journey
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but the remainder is for ongoing usage by the QOC.
(12) The staff of the Australian Gallery of Sport and Olympic Museum, and the
Melbourne Cricket Club, were most helpful and cooperative in this venture, Spe
cial thanks are given to Dr John Lill, Gillian Brewster, Judy Hansen, Erin O'Brien,
Gregro McCaskie, and Jenna Pullman.
(13) Some of the persons and companies involved in the preparation and pre
sentation of the Qantas Olympic Museum were Thomas McCullough, the Austra
lian Gallery of Sport & Olympic Museum, Dot-Dash Design, and SetWorks. Com
panies and individuals who provided artefacts or contributed to the development
of Qantas Olympic Museum were:
Qantas
Chandlers
Dot-Dash
Queensland University of Technology
The University of Queensland
Channel 7 Television
Dr Ian Jobling
Leanne Dullahide
"Dune" Gray
John Humphries
Murray Rose
Michael Wenden

QIDC
Panasonic
Setworks
Harry Gordon
Dr Keith Gilbert
Ann-Maree Lyons
Veronica Guiver
Debbie Flintoff-King
Gary Niewand
Bill Roycroft
Judy Hansen

Kodak
Fuji-Xerox
4BC Radio

Joan Cleary
Tracey Belbin
Glen Housman
Susie O'Neill
David Theile

(14) The exchange rates for $1 Australian at the beginning of June 1996 was:
Austria schil 8.68; British pound sterling .51; $ Canada 1.10; Danish krona 4.7;
Dutch guilder 1.37; Finland markkaa 3.7; French franc 4.1; German D-Mark 1.22;
Greek drachma 192; Italian lira 1245; Japan yen 86; Norway krona 5.2; South Africa
rand 3.5; South Korean won 630; Spain pesetas 102; Sweden kroner 5.3; Swiss
franc 1.088; Thai baht 20.42; $ USA .79.
(15) Stephen Pitt, an employee of the QOC, was largely responsible for coor
dinating the gathering of the artefacts and the assembling of the Olympic Museum.
(16) The actual figures which were recorded were based on ticket sales and do
not provide an accurate account of the actual number of people who visited the
Olympic Museum. For example, "family" tickets could be purchased and no record
of the number in the family was noted. Similarly, no record was kept of the "VIPs"
and "helpers (such as Queensland Rail personnel, service clubs - such as Rotary
or Lions). Actual ticket sales were as follows: Adults - 2,625; Children - 1842; Fa
mily - 1348, School - 8,390; Total - 14,195. The total estimate of 20,000 plus is ba
sed on the average "family" ticket comprising 4 persons; plus an allowance of 3540 persons per town who had "free" access.
(17) The Queensland Olympic Task Force is administered through the Depart
ment of Tourism, Small Business and Industry. Further information is available
from Ms Carolynne Muller, Executive Support Officer, Queensland Olympic Task
Force, GPO Box 1141 Brisbane, Queensland, 4000 (Tel: 6l 7 3224 7348; Fax: 6l 7
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3224 7354).
(18) Each secondary school is responsible for selecting one student who meets
the criteria established by the Australian Olympic Committee. (A copy of the 8page package of information containing section criteria and guidelines has been
placed in the International Olympic Academy Library). Further information is avail
able from Mr Graeme Roberts-Thomson, Senior Executive Officer, Queensland
Olympic 2000 Task Force, GPO Box 1141, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 4000.
(19) Fifty-five Pierre de Coubertin Awards were presented at a specila cremony
at Parliament House in Brisbane for winners who lived in the capital city and on
the Gold and Sunshine Coasts, respectively.
(20) Australian Olympic Committee, The Olympic Education Kit, Sydney, Aus
tralian Olympic Committee and the New South Wales Department of Education,
1996.
(21) The Olympic Comeptitors Pins are now being distributed in conjunction
with the World Olympians Association.
(22) Australian Olympic Committee Incorporated Constitution, May 22, 1991
section 26, State Bodies, 26.2 - It is the responsibility of each State Body to: 26.2.5
Encourage the establishment of an organization for former Olympians.
(23) The objectives of the proposed national Olympians Club are:
a - to join together all existing Olympians clubs within Australia so that they
have common goals;
b - to provide a facility which Olympians can utilize to continue their involvement with and promotion of the Olympic Movement;
c - to encourage Olympians to become more involved in their local community, promoting the Olympic Movement and ideals;
d - to provide social occasions for the benefit of Olympians
e - to provide a national database of information to promote contact between
Olympians and to produce an Olympians directory on an annual basis;
f - to provide access for Olympian Club members to future Olympians through
special projects, including the Olympic Academy;
g - to provide to Olympic educational tools and promotional materials for use
by Olympians;
h - to provide support for Olympic fund-raising exercises
i - to provide support both in Australia and overseas for Olympic Teams;
j - to encourage support and involvement of Olympians in the promotion of
Olympian projects, such as OJOP (Olympic job Opportunity Program);
k - to provide a link between the Australia Olympic Committee and Olympians
so as to promote better understanding and increase support of the administration
of Olympic Teams.
(24) For a list of Olympians aboard Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey see Ap
pendix Three; it should be noted that there were some "Local Olympians" who
were present at the railway stations but did not travel on board overnight.
(25) Through the auspices of Queensland Rail, John Daley was employed as
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the "platform" announcer and interviewer for the entire journey.
(26) For example, Marlene Mathews-O'Shea and Barry Cheales had been in
volved with the development of the concept and played key roles in the success
ful administration of major aspects of the Olympic Journey. Others, such as John
Humphrys, Bill Roycroft, Dean Lukin, Denis Greene, Bill Burton, and John Cuneo
were aboard the train for a large portion of the time and played major roles in its
success.
(27) In 1985, the inaugural session of the Oceania Olympic Academy was held
in Canberra; Academy sessions conducted by the Australian Olympic Committee
have been sporadic in recent years so the State Olympic Councils have endeavou
red to respond to the challenge to conduct Olympic Academy sessions.
(28) The regional sessions of the Olympic Academies are partially supported by
funds from the Queensland State government; it was cost-efficient to conduct the
1995 session because of the presence of so many presenters (eg, QOC personnel,
Olympic athletes, and an Olympic historian) on the train.
(29) Merchandise included clothing (T-shirts, polo shirts, caps, jackets); pins,
badges and posters; Harry Gordon's book, Australia and the Olympic Games,
published in 1994; Coca-Cola waterbottles and "showbags".
(30) For example, at Olympic luncheons were held at Cairns and Toowoomba;
a race-day at Mount Isa, and a golf-day at Rockhampton.
(31) The breakdown of figures was: Olympic Museum - $14,195; Merchandise
- $40,792; Donations - $4,915; Other - $37,809. The "other" category relates to the
complementary fund raising which was associated with the Quennsland Rail's
Olympic Journey, for example, funds which were forwarded to the QOC which
were raised as an outcome of the visit of the train.
(32) The media relations staff were headed by Ms Carol Haffke and Mr Lachlan
Begg for Queensland Rail and the QOC respectively; both were aboard the train
for the entire journey.
(33) The author is grateful to The University of Queensland Media and Infor
mation Services section for the collection of the news-clippings. A copy of the 150
plus press responses to the Olympic Journey has been lodged in the IOA library
with this paper.
(34) See Appendix D for an example of Wayne Smith's coverage. Smith is De
puty Editor of the Courier Mail and has covered several Olympic Games.
(35) Wayne Smith, "Stars of the track, Courier Mail, Brisbane, Saturday Novem
ber 25, 1995, Weekend, p.6.
(36) The Australian Olympic Committee awards the television coverage to only
one network.
(37) For example, see the report, "Cyclist to race Olympic train to Too
woomba". The Chronicle, Toowoomba, November 21, 1995, p. 45. Unfortunately,
Cathy Reardon was not included in the team for the Atlanta Olympics when it was
announced in May 1996.
(38) Although the working relationship between the QOC and Queensland Rail
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was, generally, most positive, some aspects of communication and administration
created frustration for both parties on some occasions.
(39) Pierre de Coubertin, "The Unfinished Symphony, Olympic Review, N 99100, January-February, 1976, p. 34.
(40) The Executive Officer of the QOC, Ian Guiver, in a speech when the
Queensland Rail's Olympic Journey was welcomed at the Roma Street Station in
Brisbane on November 24, stated, "I believe what Queensland Rail and the Olym
pic Movement in Queensland have done as a team in the past three weeks is to
provide the forerunner of a permanent Olympic Museum and the catalyst for the
entire country to experience an Olympic journey by the year 2000."
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The traditional commemorative photo on the IOA main stairs.
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FROM ATHENS TO ATLANTA, 100 YEARS
OF OLYMPIC GAMES - THE SPORTS
MEDICINE PERSPECTIVE
by Prof. Dr Eduardo DE ROSE (BRA)

The Olympic Games, like any other human activity, were influenced by some
of the social changes that happened in the world in the last 100 years. Some of
these new developments have had consequences for the participation, motivation
and performances of the athletes, leading to a continuous process of learning and
adaptation of men and women to training and providing interesting topics to be
studied from the point of view of Sports Medicine and Sports Science.
The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the influence of the change from
amateurism to professionalism, the increasing participation of women, the use of
the Olympics by certain totalitarian regimes and the commercialization of the
Games on the behaviour of the athletes, and the consequences for the medical aspects of the Games, mainly with regard to the doping problem.
In the ancient Olympic Games, according to Philostratus, the athletes believed
that drinking herbal teas and eating mushrooms could increase their performance
during the competitions. An interesting form of "doping" of this time was to prepare a powder with the oil, dust and sweat adherent to the skin of the athlete after the competition. This mix was removed in the dressing room with the "strigil",
a metallic instrument shaped like an "L". The athlete would sell it to other participants, who believed that by drinking the mix they would have the same physical
capabilities as the champion.
Doping is old term that, according to La Cava, originated with the word "dope",
which identified a herbal potion used by the Boers in religious festivals. The term
was used to refer to a stimulant used during the construction of the North Channel in Amsterdam and from there found its way into horse races in the end of the
19th Century. At that time, doping in humans was not common and was restricted
to some contamination in cycling. The mix most used to increase performance was
a cocktail of cocaine, caffeine and strychnine.
The first Games of the Modern Era were launched at a meeting held in the Sorbonne University, in Paris, on 19 June 1894. Pierre de Coubertin, 31 years old at
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the time, was able to convince the delegates of the 13 countries present to accept
a compromise; to organize every four years a sport festival similar to the Olympic
Games of ancient Hellas.
The Jesuit priest Henri Didon, a personal friend of Coubertin, provided an excellent motto: "Citius, Altius, Fortius". The delegate from Greece informed the assembly that King George I, influenced by Prince Constantine, was ready to hold
the first Olympic Games of the Modern Era in Athens. A new world was emerging,
with a great evolution in technology and transport, and the idea of the Games was
mainly related to peace and friendship among Nations. The philosophy of Coubertin, expressed in a sentence that he borrowed from an north-American bishop,
was that it is more important to participate and to participate with dignity than to
win.
The Modern Olympic Games were inaugurated by Pierre de Coubertin in the
city of Athens on 6 April 1896. The first Olympic had 9 sports, with 43 competitions. The number of participating countries was 13, represented by 311 male athletes and 173 officials. A total of 131 medals were awarded, 44 gold, 43 silver and
44 bronze. Women started to participate in the next Olympic Games, held in Paris
in 1900. They were accepted in two sports: golf and tennis, in singles and mixed
doubles. The first gold medal awarded to a woman was received by Charlotte Cooper, from England. "Chattie" was the Wimbledon champion in 1985, 1986 and
1988. Beautiful and elegant, she always played with a long dress, rococo style, and
a tie bearing the colours of her country. Up to 1932, the Olympic Games were held
nine times, excluding the years of the I World War, and the participation of women increased constantly, from none in Athens to 4,000 in Barcelona.
The concept of pure amateurism started in the 19th Century in England, developed by the directors of the most conservative and elitist schools, among them
Thomas Arnold, one of the idols of Coubertin. The true idea behind amateurism
was to restrain the participation of poor athletes or athletes of other races in the
competition, preventing them from facing or even beating the aristocrats, the only
caste that could dedicate time to training.
The change to professionalism started after the Second World War, around
1950. At this time, the best athletes, in one way or another, were employed by the
socialist countries or received a scholarship from the western Universities. No
doubt the 1936 Olympic Games, held in Berlin and organized with the strong support of Adolf Hitler, played a major role in this change.
From 1936 to 1964 six Olympic Games were held, excluding only the period of
the II World War. The important aspect of this cycle was the use of the Games as
a political instrument to promote race, political systems and religions. This fact distorted the ideal of Coubertin and changed the idea that to compete was more important than to win. The substances most used at this time were amphetamines
and, after 1954, anabolic steroids. To control the use of doping agents, the International Olympic Committee appointed a Medical Commission that, under the
chairmanship of Prince Alexandre de Merode, started medical controls at the
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Olympic Games in Mexico City in 1968.
From 1968 to 1980 four Olympic Games were held, and the first list of banned
pharmacological classes included psychomotor stimulants, simpaticomimetic
amines, stimulants of the central nervous system, and narcotic analgesics. After
1975, just before the Olympic Games in Montreal, anabolic steroids were added to
this list. During this period, positive cases were found in small number, at every
Olympic Games except in Moscow 1980. The IOC Medical Commission conducted
a total of 5,620 doping controls. The number of positive cases was 19, 11 of stimulants and 8 of anabolic steroids.
The last three Olympic Games, from 1984 to 1992, should be considered separately, considering the high number of positive cases and important changes made
in the list of banned pharmacological classes and methods implemented by the
IOC Medical Commission.
In Los Angeles, cases of doping increased, probably because of the professionalism and marketing of the Games. Now athletes were obliged to win at any cost
and the consequences were a great number of positives (11 cases) as well as false
medical certificates for hypertension to justify use of beta-blockers in shooting;
blood transfusions in cycling; and manipulation of the urine by physical, chemical
and pharmacological methods. For this reason, after Los Angeles, in 1987, the IOC
Medical Commission modified the list of banned pharmacological classes, including beta-blockers and diuretics. Restricted substances and forbidden methods
were also included, to prevent the use of local anaesthetics and corticosteroids, as
well as blood transfusion and manipulation of the urine.
In Seoul, a total of nine cases of doping were detected, and the exclusion of
Ben Johnson had a great media impact all over the world. After those Games, and
considering the evidence for use of erythropoietin (EPO) and growth hormone,
the IOC Medical Commission included peptide hormones in the list of banned
pharmacological classes and also marijuana in the list of restricted substances.
In Barcelona, the total number of positive cases was only five, but the cases of
clenbuterol caused a new change in the list of banned pharmacological classes
and methods. The concept of "related substances" was changed to include not
only chemical structure but also pharmacological action. For this reason, a new
class of anabolic agents was established, including anabolic androgenic steroids
and also beta-2-agonists. The pharmacological class of beta-blockers was removed
from the banned list and transferred to the restricted list The most important decision after this Games was to include the possibility of blood sampling to permit a
better determination of the use of hormones, in conjunction with urine sampling.
On the basis of the history of doping control, it is possible to conclude that very
soon, perhaps even at the next Olympic Games to be held in Atlanta in 1996, peptide hormones will be detected in the laboratory, thanks to new equipment called
the high resolution mass spectrophotometer. But, at this time, perhaps other substances like the IGF-1 (insulin-like growth factor-1) used to promote the burning
of fat and the increase of muscular mass, will be used by some athletes, even if a
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10-day treatment costs around US$ 6,000.00 in Europe and the risk of a hypoglycémie shock is extremely high.
Perhaps the only alternative when it comes to combating the use of doping in
sports is education and social rejection. There can be no doubt that only moral integrity makes the true champion.
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WOMEN IN THE REPUBLIC AND THE
OLYMPIC MOVEMENT
by Prof. Angela SCHNEIDER (CAN)

"Our women Guardians must strip for exercise then - their excellence (arete)
will be all the clothes they need. They must play their part in war and in all other
duties of a Guardian, which will be their sole occupation; only, as they are the weaker sex, we must give them a lighter share of those duties than men. And any man
who laughs at women who, for these excellent reasons, exercise themselves naked is,
as Pindar says, 'picking the unripe fruit of laughter' - he does not know what he is
laughing at or what he is doing. For it is and will always be the best of sayings that
what benefits us is fair, and what harms us is shameful. " Bk. V, 457b
Socrates presents this conclusion - the radical conclusion that women should
play a full role in the most important functions of the ideal state, at the end of an
argument that deals with the objection that women are, by their natures, unsuited
for the most important work. Socrates argues, and we will look at the argument in
some detail, that women are as well equipped, by nature, as men, to play the leadership roles in the Republic. What women need, as do men, is the appropriate
and rigorous education.
As an aside, Socrates accepts that while the physically strongest men will be
stronger than the physically strongest women many women are stronger than
many men. Other human characteristics, such as dexterity or endurance may also
be distributed unequally between men and women. What is at issue, as we will
see, is the relevance of those characteristics to the task at hand.
"And won't the most ridiculous thing of all be to see the women taking exercise
naked (the Greeks always exercised naked, and the nakedness is merely a consequence of the proposal that women should take part in athletics at all) with the men
in the gymnasium? It won't only be the young women; there will be elderly women
too, just as there are old men who go on with their exercise when they are wrinkled
and ugly to look at. "
"Lord" he said, "that's going to be a funny sight by present standards. "
"Still, " I said, "now we've launched out on the subject we must not be afraid of
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the clever jokes that are bound to be made about all the changes that follow in the
physical training and education of women, and above all about them being trained to carry arms and ride. "Bk V, 452a, b

Introduction
In the following presentation I will attempt to briefly review the role of women
in the Olympic Movement in this Centennial year and try to answer the question
"What role do we envision for women in the Olympic Movement ?" What is the
ideal? I will take as my model Plato's proposal for the role of women in the Republic. If this turns out to be a radical proposal to many, I will turn to Plato for support, for he argued that the good is never absurd:
It is "idle to think anything ridiculous except what is wrong. Indeed, anyone
who tries to raise a laugh a the sight of anything but what is foolish and wrong will
never, when serious again, make goodness the object of his admiration ". Bk V,
452d,e
The different elements I wish to discuss in this paper are: 1) women as athletes;
2) women as administrators or guardians; 3) how far have we come? and 4) where
do we go from here?
A major theme underlying this critical reflection will be that the Olympic Movement is about human development and human excellence, which means, of
course, the flourishing of both men and women.
Some might object to using Plato as support for promoting the advancement of
women in the Olympic Movement, after all his early and later dialogues do not
speak highly of women, if they are even mentioned at all. I will not attempt to do
a thorough analysis of the works of Plato here, in order to determine whether or
not he is a feminist. There is much literature on this topic and it deserves a great
deal of attention. I will, however, focus on the Republic from his middle dialogues
and will conclude by claiming that Plato was revolutionary in respect to the role
he advanced for women and that the ancient Greeks, Coubertin and the moderns
have not reached anywhere near the goals set by his radical message for change.
Thus, his ancient message is very valuable today as we reflect on the role of women in the Olympic Movement over the past 100 years and look to a model for
the future. Needless to say, one can accept Plato's argument for the equality of women without accepting all of his proposals. However, in each case, abolition of the
traditional family and marriage, universal child care, common living arrangements,
avoidance of exclusive relationships and so on, Plato's challenge is to show why
the things he proposes are not good or to show better means of achieving the
agreed-upon goal of equality for women.
Part One: Plato's Utopia and Argument for Equal Status for Women
Let me begin by first describing Plato's Utopia in its broad outlines, and then
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consider its application to women athletes and women administrators. Plato starts
by dividing the citizens into three classes: 1) the guardians or rulers, 2) the soldiers, (Auxiliaries) and 3) the artisans or common people. In Plato's Utopia, the
guardian rulers are carefully selected as the brightest and best of the auxiliary or
soldier class. That is, the guardians have all of the attributes of the soldiers,
strength, power, keenness of sight and wit, as well as the great intellectual ability
which is cultivated by a careful course of academic and physical training. The
guardians alone have political power, and they rule on behalf of the rest of the
community, a community which readily accepts the authority of the guardians because it is in their interest. The guardians accept their role as rulers as a responsibility. They are not permitted to own private property or to accrue any personal
benefit from their role as guardians.
I would argue that that we can strike a broad comparison with the Olympic
Games and the Olympic Movement. For our purposes let us consider the IOC as
the guardians and Olympic athletes as auxiliaries or soldiers. As in Plato's Utopia,
it is the gate-keepers or administrators of the Olympic Movement alone who have
political power.
The purpose of selecting a ruling elite was to ensure that political decisions
were made in the best way possible. Plato believed that democracy vested too
much power in the hands of an uneducated populace too likely to be swayed by
rhetoric or influenced by 30 second sound bites on the television. Plato's solution
was an elite meritocracy whose members were to be inoculated against the desire
for personal power. The inoculation was to come in the form of a healthy dose of
philosophy delivered through a lifetime of education and reflection.
Plato's division of society into the three classes of Guardian, soldier and artisan
is predicated upon the idea that the most efficient way of running the community
is to divide up tasks on the basis of aptitudes. Some people will be better at one
thing than another, so an efficient community will encourage specialization and division of labour. Just as some people are more suited to be cobblers than farmers,
others will be more suited to be rulers and guardians. The role of education will
be to build on naturally occurring strengths and all members of the community
will live and work in harmony knowing that each function is being performed by
the person best suited and best trained for the job.
This division of labour on the basis of aptitude leads to the principal objection
to Plato's suggestion that the most important role in the community, that of Guardian, can be filled by women as well as men. The objection, and it is one we still
hear, is that women are by nature different. But this objection is not, by itself sufficient. As Plato points out, what is required is not merely the identification of a
natural difference, but rather the identification of a difference that is relevant to the
task under discussion.
Plato puts it like this:
"Yet we might just as well, on this principle (that different natures should have
different jobs), ask ourselves whether bald men and long-haired men are of the
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same or opposite natures, and, having agreed that they are opposite, allow bald
men to be cobblers and forbid long-haired men to be, or vice versa. "
"That would be absurd. "
"But the reason why it is absurd", I pointed out, "is simply that we never meant
that natures are the same or different in an unqualified sense, but only with reference to the kind of sameness or difference which is relevant to various employments. "
"then if men or women as a sex appear to be qualified for different skills or occupations", I said, "we shall assign these to each accordingly; but if the only difference apparent between them is that the female bears and the male begets, we shall
not admit that this is a difference relevant for our purpose, but shall still maintain
that our male and female Guardians ought to follow the same occupations. "
"And rightly so, " he agreed. Bk V 454, c, d, e
Apart from this difference, that men beget and women bear children, both men
and women can and should follow the same range of occupations and perform the
same functions. To cope with the rigours of the begetting and rearing of children
Plato proposes universal childcare, to allow guardian women (precisely the
people you want, on Plato's account, to bear the next generation of children) to
play their full role as guardians.
Plato does, however, believe that on the whole men will out perform women.
"There is therefore no administrative occupation which is peculiar to woman as
woman or man as man; natural capacities are similarly distributed in each sex,
and it is natural for women to take part in all occupations as well as men, though
in all women will be the weaker partners. "
"Agreed."Bk V 455 d, e
"Society will get the most from both men and women if they receive the same
education to enable them to perform the same functions."
"Well then, to make a woman into a Guardian we presumably need the same
education as we need to make a man into one, especially as it will operate on the
same nature in both. "
"True. " Book V 456 c, d
Thus, there is no doubt that Plato believed that there are differences between
men and women, but they are differences in degree not in kind and have nothing
to do with politics or the administration of political power. Some women are philosophic, and suitable as guardians or administrators, some are warlike, and could
make good soldiers or athletes. Plato's answer to those who find this too radical
or a joke is quite clear.
"Our women Guardians must strip for exercise, then - their excellence will be
all the clothes they need. They must play their part in war and in all other duties of
a Guardian, which will be their sole occupation... "
Let us return to our analogy with the Olympic Movement. Is there anything
about Olympic sport or the administration of Olympic sport and the nature of woman that renders the two incompatible? If there is I don't know what it is and the
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burden of proof of a relevant difference lies with those who wish to exclude women from athletic or political pursuits.
What is required, and it is required as much for men as it is for women, is an
education that fosters aptitudes and encourages all people to strive for excellence.
Plato was clear about this in the Republic. If women are to be guardians they must
be educated as guardians - in exactly the same way as men. This is the environment we currently lack. While women often have the natural aptitude to pursue
excellence in sport and politics they are often denied (frequently in a covert and
implicit way) access to the education and models they need to see that their
dreams can become real.
It is clear that for Plato, to not have women Guardians or administrators, and
to not have women warriors or athletes, is harmful to us as human beings and is,
therefore, shameful.
Part Two: How far have we come? and where do we go from here?
In order to answer the question, "How far have we come?" we must look at the
fact that women were excluded entirely from the ancient games and were confined to the role of handmaiden servers at the beginning of the modern Olympic
Movement. We have made steady strides in increasing the numbers of sports open
to women, and the proportions of men and women represented at the Games. However, the history of women's representation at the Olympic Games is worth repeating. In 1896, although women were banned from competition, a woman named Melpomene, ran the course of the Olympic Marathon in four and a half fours.
The marathon would not become an Olympic event for women until 1984.
The story of the women's 800 metre race is even more bizarre. Following
grossly exaggerated accounts of the fatigue of the women who ran in the 1928 800
metre race the event was dropped from the Olympic programme for 32 years.
Women have made progress this century. The number of women participants
increased by 130 % between 1972 and 1992. These are great strides indeed, however, women still only represented 26 % of the participants at the Barcelona
Games. We are 51 % of the population why are we only 26 % of the athletes? This
is wrong, it denies women opportunities that are available to men and it unfairly
impedes women's development.
But if the situation concerning women athletes is bad, the circumstances for
women as administrators - the equivalent of the Guardian class is far worse. Anita
DeFrantz, IOC member from the US, writing in 1993 said the following:
"It is disturbing for me, as an International Olympic Committee member, to acknowledge that, of the 167 presidents of National Olympic Committees (NOC's)
worldwide, in 1992, only six are women. (and here I am pleased to insert that one
of those is a Canadian.) And only five of the 167 secretaries general of those same
NOC's are women. Perhaps more important is the membership of the International
Olympic Committee. There are only 7 women among the 94 member IOC. But prior
to 1981 there was none. "("The Olympic Games: Our Birthright to Sports," in Women in Sport: Issues and Controversies, Cohen, G., (ed) Sage, Newbury park,
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1993, p. 189)
Are the natures of women somehow unsuited for high political or administrative office? Ask the former prime ministers of Britain, India, Pakistan, Canada, Turkey, ask the current women members of the IOC. Are our bodies somehow unsuited for the rigours and stress of athletic competition? Ask the likes of
Melpomene or Silken Laumann. Or ask any woman who has given birth.
If we are so underrepresented not by our nature, nor, as is apparent, by our desire, what then can be the reason? I leave you to draw your own conclusions, but
whatever the reason, any organization that claims human development as one of
its principal goals must support the full representation of women at all levels of the
organization. To deny women our proper place - alongside men as equals and
partners, is wrong and is shameful.
Where do we go from here?
First, we should aim to reach 50 % of female athlete competitors in the Olympic Games, both winter and summer, by the years 2000 and 2002. To reach this
goal, the combined efforts of the IOC, IFs and NOCs would be required. This is
not an unreasonable request and the power to achieve this goal lies in the hands
of these groups. All that is required is the political will to try to do it.
The IOC is the gatekeeper to the Olympic Games. This brings the power and
the obligation to set targets and enforce standards. The IOC should demonstrate
its leadership and exercise its power.
Second, and even more important, the IOC, which now has less than 10 % female members, should strive to reach 25 % by the year 2000. Given the age of
mandatory retirement of 80 years old, this will never happen with attrition. What
is required is a different type of representation and selection of that representation.
Further, the age of mandatory retirement should be eliminated completely and replaced with an eight-year renewable term of office. That way if there is some exceptional individual who still has a great deal to contribute, he or she can be reappointed for a second term or in very rare cases, a third term. The resulting
turnover will be much more frequent giving the opportunity for new blood and
new ideas and more women members.
Obviously these suggestions are fairly radical, but the IOC and the Olympic
Movement have enough strength and stability now to take on these kinds of challenges which will make them that much stronger in the end.
Plato knew that people would laugh at his, even more radical, proposals for
the integration of women into the positions of power in his Utopia. His reply was
to argue that what is good is never shameful or ridiculous. Is there something
wrong with the proposal that women are the equals of men and should therefore
be equally represented? I do not think so. Plato's arguments for the emancipation
of women have been available for around 2300 years, it is high time we acted on
them.
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THE VARIOUS CULTURAL ZONES
AND THE STANDING VIEWS FOR
THE OLYMPIC GAMES
by Dr Belkacem LALAOUI (ALG)

"When you work for sport, you may rest assured that you are working for your
homeland" (Coubertin). This is the deep feeling that is shared by all sportsmen at
one given time in their career. I must say that I felt it while I was still a student at
Cologne, in the magnificent academic institution that was permeated by the work
of Coubertin and Diem. We were many students there who had come from different cultural zones in order to learn the different aspects of sport pedagogy, but
also in order to understand and interpret the message, the idea, the vision of the
Olympic Games. The mental picture I had of the Games at the time was not complete; it did not go beyond the technical features of my two sports: basketball and
track and field. I had a unidimensional vision of the sports phenomenon, probably because I was too busy trying to assimilate pedagogies as eclectic as those of
Jahn, Arnold, Spies, Guths Muths, Ling, Demeney, Amoros, etc.
As soon as we had completed our studies, we hastened back to our different
cultural zones to exhibit our sports knowledge and our Olympic preachings, in the
deep belief that sport is a noble activity that can effectively contribute to the education and training of youth. At that time, 30 % of my country's population were
young people under 25 and the problem of coeducation did not arise. Today,
people under 25 represent 70 % of the population and sport practised at school,
college and university has disappeared from educational programmes. Those were
times when we did a lot of work in the field and did not really care about elections at the Federations or NOCs. One had to look very hard to find people ready
to fill these posts. Today they are crowding at the door and many NOC Presidents
around the world are under scrutiny for financial improprieties.
At first sight, this is not a good situation and it brings a number of questions to
mind. Why has Olympism, whose main aim is to promote the generalized practice
of sport, been unable to solidly integrate the educational institutions that are truly
sensitive to education and training issues in certain cultural zones? Why are certain
sociocultural structures so obstinately unwilling to set up a sports system that

110

would benefit the largest possible number of people? Why do Federations and
NOCs in certain cultural zones remain deaf to the principles of Olympism?
These are all questions which have made us think that maybe everything is not
absolutely right in the promotion of the Olympic Games and that they should perhaps be readjusted and reinterpreted so as to be better attuned to the sociocultural complexities of other zones. Their frequency, their gigantism and their complexity project in certain cultural zones more and more the image of a Dallas-type
soap opera! As a result of the widening gap between vision and practice, the
Olympic Games are becoming totally incomprehensible for people in the third
world.

1. The vision of the Olympic Games: a cultural transmission of the sacred to man.
It is a fact that the noble and civilizing vision of the Games is less and less apparent to the people in certain cultural zones who are watching live the ethnic
cleansing in a city so fraught with symbolism as the city of Sarajevo in the heart of
a Europe which purports to moralize. Among the many people who perpetuate
this culture of hatred, violence and submission, we find many sportsmen who
have been nurtured with Olympic values.
So how can one avoid questioning the ideal of the Olympic Games? How can
one continue to believe in the vision they have of man? Yes, the vision of today's
Games sounds like a cry, a command, a model, the levelling of the way happy nations, with their surplus of technology and culture, think and live. Europe, a land
of welcome and tolerance can no longer, they say, stop to understand all the physical miseries of the world. It is firmly resolved to change its vision and build barriers and partitions to protect itself from other so-called non-civilized cultural
zones.
Anyway, this is how certain cultural zones perceive the Olympic Games. A vision that resembles a vast operation of clinical practice, compassion, kindness,
love, joy of living, whose purpose it to periodically anaesthetize the imagination
of certain sociocultural zones which miss out on life so terribly.
For Coubertin, however, the clearest vision of Olympism is that of bringing
down partitions. "Olympism demands air and light for all. It promotes the idea of
a generalized sports education, open to all, governed by virile courage and the spirit
of chivalry, in close association with aesthetic and literary events, enhancing national life and fostering the civic spirit. This is an ideal programme. Can we implement it?" (Coubertin).
As we can see, Coubertin concretely projects the sacred vision of man through
the Olympic Games. "How can we reintegrate humanism, self-transcendence, respect for others, through sports activity, until they become embedded like a religion
in modern man?", he asks.
Unfortunately, in certain cultural zones contemporary Olympism reminds us a
little of the way in which, in the 15th century, they used to weigh human urine to
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determine an individual's general state of health. Yes, the health of Olympism in
certain cultural zones can be measured by the weight of a plain piece of quality
paper and a letterhead! It is non-existent because men in these areas do not have
economy, technology, education, health, justice or even vision, in a nutshell everything that the Olympic Games need to glorify the human body and make it a part
of a world of cooperation, justice and unity.
It should also be said that these same cultural zones are too busy putting children to work and selling parts of their territory for the storage of nuclear waste
which other cultural zones want to get rid of because it is too dangerous for their
citizens. We have to adapt to the new vision which Europe has of its men and its
Games, to the mutating values it brings to these cultural zones which become poorer and poorer and cannot keep pace.
So, to come back to institutional reality, the real problem is to know how,
through the years, the Olympic Games have given birth to certain types of behaviour, attitudes and beliefs which could bring about a better understanding among
all cultural zones. Because the nature and function the Olympic ideal has in the
education of modern man has been the object of unending discussions. Its vision
still reflects an open or more covert dedication to a reasoning and practice that
find their expression in certain given traditions which, through the times, have
contributed to the progressive development of a conception and way of life. Within such a context, the vision of the Olympic Games, just like the concept of
"gentleman", "fair play" and "sport", is untranslatable, to say the least, for the
people who live in certain cultural zones. It has to be accepted or rejected as it is.
You are either for or against it. After all, it is just an indication of a certain conception of the human element, a kind of condensed version of values and meanings
which form a psychological structure that cannot be broken down. At the basis of
the Games we find an objective system of meanings, the product of collective activity. A magnificent achievement of human culture, the Olympic Games continue
to promote transcultural values which, however, certain sociocultural zones find it
difficult to implement.

2. The vision of the Olympic Games: the emancipation of the body and
the technological appropriation of sport
A culture can be effectively transmitted only with the help of material support,
i.e. the mastering of a technology. It is therefore not surprising that we have often
found themselves faced with the difficult task of having to reread Coubertin's
work. Against this background, the Olympic Games appear more and more like a
highly complex set-up which brings us a vision of a happier and fairer world
where, however, dark areas still persist although "Olympicized" men avert their
eyes from them, pretending they do not exist. Under these conditions, it will be
more and more difficult for the "Olympicized" individual (in the North) to answer
the avalanche of questions raised by the "non-Olympicized" individuals (in the
South). Really, what possible meaning could a pole vault jump of 6 m 10 at the
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Games have for ethnic groups whose main concern is how to escape from ethnic
cleansing? A figure or a fact? Certainly neither. For the Olympic Games to really be
able to convey the true vision of Coubertin, participants from various cultural
zones must be happy to compete. "If someone asked me for the recipe for Olympism, I would say: the first condition is to be happy" (Coubertin).
In certain cultural zones, however, individuals are still confronted with violence and extremism: they have no time horizon, no plans, no coherent vision of
their existence. At this stage, human behaviour disintegrates and reverts to what
has been described as "the return to the mineral stage", i.e. a life from which movement is absent. Unquestionably, in certain cultural zones, the pain of existence
has developed in the people of the South a physical handicap which stands as an
obstacle to any endeavour. Misery to which they see no end, brings in them a kind
of dislocation of their daily life. The tiredness they feel makes the Olympic Games
inaccessible to them. They find that their sensory ties to other people seem to be
ruptured and this leads them to isolation and exclusion.
Beset by their daily problems, they can no longer believe in the Olympic
Games. Freud reminds us in this respect that in Antiquity they made sure that sick
people, before they met their therapist, would be in a state of "believing expectation". In certain cultural zones, the Olympic Games are not a cultural therapy and
even less so a mirror in which they can see and recognize themselves; the Games
continue to reflect back to them just traits, without any expression. They still
clearly project the problem of the body's emancipation in each cultural zone and
its identification with universally accepted values: how to accept a bodily attitude
and movements that are different from yours.
As they build a system of practices and values that incarnate virtuous man, the
Olympic Games remain a vast educational and training operation on the attitude
of modern man. Thus, the staging of the Games and their universal sports message
have not so much to do with high athletic performance or record-breaking, but rather with the stylized representation and glorification of the human body. The
symbolism of the Olympic flame, consecrated by Carl Diem, is filled with emotional connotations, of a cultural and historical nature: the flame is inexorably drawn
from the heart of the ancient city of sport and religion, Olympia. In that sense, the
Olympic Games resemble Camus' myth of Sisyphus where certain sacred values of
man are tirelessly lifted before the eyes of the world.
All these cultural data are not part of the life experiences of sportsmen in a
number of cultural zones. In these zones, many of the people who take part in the
Olympic Games do not feel that they enjoy a special status and role in respect to
the Olympic spirit. The participation of these different people in the Olympic
Games as competitors, journalists, doctors, officials, etc. is often motivated only by
the single trip they can take outside their country during the year. Once back
home, these same people will concentrate all their efforts on preparing for the
next trip. Even the famous Olympic Day during which photos are taken of young
children racing in some part of the world, is not enough to erase the guilt the
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Olympicized man feels towards his non-Olympicized fellow human being.
On the whole, Olympic participants in certain cultural zones remain insensitive
to the sports expectations of their youth. They just carry the Olympic Games in
their luggage once a year.
One could assume that through the Olympic Games a number of officials in
specific cultural zones who belong to the dominant social groups deliberately promote a false vision of the Games by submitting the dominated groups to their material and symbolic order. This approach contributes to the faster elimination of
the local sports culture from education for the benefit of a class or even a clean
sports culture. As a result we can witness sports behaviours, beliefs and attitudes
which in no way reflect Coubertin's vision of the Olympic Games.
Beyond the exaltation of the soul and character, Coubertin attached great importance to the cultivation and beauty of the body. For him the Games ought to
symbolize the hopes of the lay world: acceptance of the others in their diversity,
without xenophobia or racism.

3. The vision of the Olympic Games: the development and mastering of
sports systems
It is only in this sense that the Olympic Games can become real sports systems,
well integrated in the education programmes of the different cultural zones, where
immutable values can be taught and transmitted through the body. The vision of
the Olympic Games therefore stems from this double task, build diversified sports
systems and liberate the body.
In this sense, Coubertin has given us an indication of what the Games should
be: a cyclical evaluation of sports systems, pedagogy, sensitivity, emotion, aesthetics, fraternity and fair play in action. And it is here that we should ask ourselves
whether in the nature, the structure and the organization of the modern Olympic
Games we can find any trends or prospects relating to the development of real
sports systems on the one hand and, on the other, whether within each cultural
zone there are any real attempts to emancipate the human body through socialization mechanisms. The emergence and evolution of these two basic components
of any contemporary sports movement, could make the object of a comparative
study in each cultural zone that would identify specific patterns of sports organization within their society and the respect shown to the body.
What are the social and cultural functions which sport must perform, in the different cultural zones, to arrive at a true communion of sports cultures in the Olympic Games, free of any confrontation. Coubertin's vision of the Games was that of
a full presence and expression of sports and bodies. Coubertin did not want just
rudiments of sports and bodies. Today, however, technological development in
certain sports makes their practice more and more difficult in certain cultural
zones. It is a fact that the development of sports science and technology has made
the Olympic Games more and more a kind of private area where the two patterns
of man's existence can be openly revealed: one based on the philosophy of action,
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transcendence and progress, the other on the philosophy of relinquishing one's
identity, of cultural assimilation bordering on a physical ban.
When shall we finally stop believing that sports represented at the Olympic
Games are only the expression of the will to participate and not the result of the
development and technological mastery of a culturally transmissible human activity. For how can we explain, otherwise, the chronic absence of certain sports
from the Games for certain cultural zones? It is this discrepancy in the appropriation of sports culture that gives the Olympic Games an image of fiction and social
pessimism. The gods of the Olympic festival are becoming more and more remote
and their records difficult to decipher. This lack of understanding does not just
highlight the delayed development in certain cultural zones, but also their inability
to share the emotions of others, which would make them emotionally a part of the
world of the Games.
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LEGAL PROBLEMS OF
THE CONTEMPORARY OLYMPIC
MOVEMENT
by Mr D. GANGAS (GRE)

For a jurist and, more precisely, a practising lawyer, the legal issues raised within the context of the Olympic Movement are so nebulous that many avoid analysing and going into them with the result that, over time, a kind of original "status" seems to have established itself and become generally accepted, but which
would not stand up to serious legal criticism.
Within the limits of the time imposed by a seminar, and with an audience of
ambassadors of the sports movement rather than legal experts, it would be impossible to take a scientific approach to the legal problems facing the contemporary Olympic Movement. This is not just because there are many of them, but particularly because, given the legal personality of the IOC and its practices, it would
be difficult to class them into known categories with established legal characteristics.
In addition to all the questions about the actual status of the IOC, the evolution
of the Olympic Movement today, the policies it pursues and the economic parameters which influence it, there is another series of legally-related problems which
call for, if not a proposed solution, at the very least documented research and
constructive dialogue.
I have tried to make a distinction between the legal problems, on the basis of
their nature, by dividing them into three main categories.
We shall try, first of all, to delimit and analyse the relationship between the National Olympic Committees, the International Olympic Committee and the state.
After that, we shall look at the difficult area of the growing publicity given to
problems associated with discrimination and the protection of human rights. Finally, we shall try to address a subject which is purely legal, yet which affects all
areas of the Olympic Movement and the eligibility code.
Before starting our journey through the nebulous world of the Olympic Movementis legal problems, it would be good to look at what the International Olympic Committee is, what its legal personality is and which of its practices conflict
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with the existing legal status, thereby creating situations which unquestionably
constitute a new paralegal fact.
The International Olympic Committee was founded on 23rd June 1894 at the
Sorbonne Congress, and "entrusted" itself with the task of developing, spreading
and controlling the Olympic Games. Pursuant to Rule 19 of the Olympic Charter
in force, the IOC is an international non-governmental non-profit organization, of
unlimited duration, in the form of an association with the status of a legal person,
recognized by decree of the Swiss Federal Council of September 17th, 1981.
The IOC has always been its own master, and ensures its own continuation.
That is to say, it is its members who decide on the IOC's development, recruiting
new members, the number of members, the quality of the candidates and even the
age limit, which was recently raised to 80. An IOC friend laughingly told me: "We
decided that we were still active at 80. Perhaps, when we are approaching 90, we
shall decide that we are still active and that we have to raise the age limit to 90.
The Olympic Movement really makes you feel young!"
Pursuant to article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, international custom and the general principles of international law constitute two of
the sources of international law and, at the same time, important sources of international sports law. Several provisions of the Olympic Charter reflect the customary law in force in the field of sport, and some concern the lOC's internal organization. A particular form of law has thus been created whose scope is
world-wide and which often exerts its influence even on domestic public policy,
but without intervention by the state. This influence is sometimes sufficient to prevent domestic justice from intervening in the areas covered by the Charter, like in
1984 when two associations of women runners and 82 women from 27 countries
brought proceedings against the IOC before a Los Angeles federal court, alleging
that the non-inclusion in the Olympic programme of women's 5,000-metre and
10,000-metre races constituted a form of "discrimination" against women, and that
the IOC should be forced to follow a policy of non-discrimination. The court of
appeal dealing with the case stated in its negative ruling that "The Olympic Games
are organized and take place in accordance with an international agreement - the
Olympic Charter. We are very reluctant to apply the law of a country to change
the organization of competitions in which athletes from all over the world take
part pursuant to such agreement".
Although the IOC is a non-government organization, with little legal jurisdiction outside the Olympic framework, its obligation continually to respond to the
principal needs of the international sporting community means that its rules have
become the basis governing the conditions for the holding of all international
sports competitions.
The previous Olympic Charter conferred on the IOC the legal status of "association under international law". This unilateral declaration cannot commit state
bodies, as the non-governmental nature of the IOC does not permit this. In the
new Charter, which recently came into force, this phrase has been deleted.
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Does this indicate that the IOC has ceased to be an association under international law? Or does its removal mean a withdrawal from the principles which govern international law? In my opinion, neither is true. I believe that, in the lOC's
case, the declaration that it complies with the rules of international law is superfluous, in that this is reflected in the organizationis manifold activities and its international practice, which inevitably extends into the areas of application of international law. In these cases, the law states that "the definition of legal capacity
corresponds to the field of activity of legal self-defence".
The IOCs field of activity also results from rule 1 of the Charter which states:
"(1) The IOC is the supreme authority of the Olympic Movement. (2) Any person
or organization belonging in any capacity whatsoever to the Olympic Movement
is bound by the provisions of the Olympic Charter and shall abide by the decisions
of the IOC."
While, because of its non-governmental nature, the IOC cannot force governments to comply with the rules and provisions of its Charter, international practice
has none the less created a form of customary law applied by all the countries and
sports organizations affiliated to it.
It is certain that, in practice, states approach the phenomenon of the Olympic
Movement in different ways. However, acceptance of the rules drawn up by the
IOC is becoming greater, in spite of some isolated cases of indiscipline. These are
usually associated with intervention of the state in sports activities, often because
it is politically opportune to do so. It is at this point that problems start.
(I) Paragraph 10 of rule 2 of the Olympic Charter states: "The role of the IOC
is to lead the promotion of Olympism in accordance with the Olympic Charter. For
that purpose the IOC: (10) opposes any political or commercial abuse of sport and
athletes."
Political abuse of sport is usually seen in the intervention of politics, and particularly the government in power, in the decisions and running of the sports institutions to the point of restricting the independence of the associations of first instance (clubs) and second instance (federations), or even the National Olympic
Committee. The problem is a real and frequent one in the majority of countries.
We can distinguish three levels of government intervention in the sports activities of a country:
1. Simple financial contributions by the state, either directly by covering the
costs of sports associations, or indirectly through financial assistance from sports
betting (football, lotto, etc.). Such support is not only acceptable, the practice
should also be encouraged internationally.
2. Direct or indirect supervision by the state and the imposing of a particular
policy on the administration of sports associations. This practice is widespread. It
generally includes legal provisions corresponding to the policy of the government
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in power. It is linked with the presence of the sports ministry in establishing the
programmes of the associations.
3. Use of sport by the government in international relations, in several ways
such as boycotts, sports propaganda, refusal to grant visas and other covert actions.
The first of these three levels, while admissible as I mentioned earlier, nevertheless constitutes the key to the success of intervention at the second and third
levels. A sports associations dependence on financial support from the state gives
governments an appetite for abusing their power, leading to gross interference in
the running of the sports movement, with two aims in particular: vote-catching inside the country, and spreading a national policy and ideology through press and
propaganda abroad.
To understand the problem better, one must be able in each case to make the
distinction between two different notions separated by a fine demarcation line:
support, on the one hand, and intervention on the other. The more the former develops, the more it becomes possible that the latter will arise.
Intervention is easier when support tends towards dependence. This relationship between the state and sports associations should therefore not be abolished,
but rather regulated if one wants to avoid support turning into dependence.
What kind of assistance can the IOC give in this area?
It is accepted that, despite its non-governmental nature and, as a result, the non
inter-state dimension of its decisions, the IOC plays an international role which sometimes extends to the indirect imposition of laws and other administrative regulations within a country. One such example is the approval of the statutes of National Olympic Committees where it is customary that, before the usual legal
regulation of an NOC, the government ask the IOC to approve the content of the
law in question. However, this possibility given to the IOC should not be interpreted as one for it to impose its points of view and positions on the whole of the
Charter. It is a fact that a large number of the provisions of the Charter have,
through usage, become accepted world-wide by the sports authorities, thereby
transforming a non-formal legislative possibility into a substantive legislative procedure which is legally accepted and complies with the spirit and the letter of the
Charter. On the basis of this, the IOC obviously does not have the power to intervene dissuasively against the abuses by the executive body of a country. Depending on the legislative framework which governs sport, the level of government exploitation may range from minimal to absolute.
In Italy for example, where, as in several other Western European countries,
there is no ministry of sport, sport has a freedom of action which is not found in
Greece, for example. In my country, the political exploitation of sport is great
(even if this does not sound nice, particularly when we are at the place which gave
rise to the Olympic Games and the philosophy of Olympism), notably because the
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second-instance associations depend economically on the greed of the government. The more the independence of sport is hurt by the intervention of states
pursuing a policy for internal consumption, the more damage is done to the philosophy which seeks to disseminate the Olympic Movement on the international
stage and in international political practice.
Characteristic examples of this tendency are the boycotts that we all know
about, which stigmatized the Olympic Movement without allowing the IOC the
chance to react. To save time, I am including embargoes in the notion of boycotts,
i.e. cases where participation in the Olympic Games by the athletes of a certain
country is prohibited.
I shall start with the year 1948, since we are talking about the contemporary
Olympic Movement. German and Japanese athletes were forbidden from taking
part in the Olympic Games in London, because their countries had formed the
Axis alliance. Israeli athletes were also excluded because of the threat by Arab
countries not to take part. East Germany boycotted the 1952 Games, as the IOC
had refused to recognize it as an independent state with its own NOC. In 1956,
seven countries withdrew from the Games, again for political reasons: Egypt, Iraq
and Lebanon protesting against the British intervention in Suez; Japan, the Netherlands and Switzerland protesting against the Soviet Unions action in Hungary;
and China because Taiwan was taking part in the Games.
Several African countries did not take part in the 1976 Games in Montreal, as a
protest against participation by New Zealand, whose government had allowed a
rugby match to be held between its national team and a South African team. American athletes did not take part in the 1980 Games in Moscow, and, in return, the
Soviet Union failed to appear at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles.
In all these cases, it is clear that there was government intervention and the imposition of a political line, each time to the detriment of sporting independence.
There were, nevertheless, certain flagrant exceptions when, in spite of the decision
by some governments not to take part in the Moscow Games, their NOCs sent
teams, thereby confirming Coubertins comment that "it is not countries but teams
and athletes who take part in the Olympic Games" (Austria, France, Great Britain
and Italy).
Does legal science play in an important role in limiting such incidents? I fear
that the answer is a definite no! The use of sport as a means to pursue specific foreign policy is indicative of internal oppression and dependence. As the IOC, by
its nature, cannot formally intervene, these symptoms will reappear.
In theory, the IOC could have adopted a more decisive attitude in as much as
it wanted to impose - and could have imposed - certain measures on the bodies it
controlled, such as the NOCs. In the same way, one could envisage banning the
athletes of a country which resorted to such international political methods from
taking part in international competitions. But, in the final analysis who would in
fact be published by this kind of sanction? The country in question, sport, the government or the athletes of the country concerned? This is a difficult question, but
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it is more difficult to find a convincing answer. An even harder question is knowing just how much the IOC would want to adopt such measures which might isolate it from certain sporting superpowers. Would not such an attitude risk leading
the Olympic Movement into the doldrums? The question is to know not what objective one is striving to achieve in theory, but what one might lose by trying to
apply it in practice.
In the course of the Olympic Movements development, the IOC has often
found itself faced with cases of "discrimination". The term itself can be interpreted in many ways.
Rule 3, paragraph 2 of the Olympic Charter states that "Any form of discrimination with regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics,
sex, or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement".
It therefore remains to be seen what might constitute "discrimination" other
than of a racial, political, religious or sexual nature.
It should nonetheless be noted that, until the end of the 1980s, the Charter
contained an extremely out-of-date rule: rule 28, which "allowed" women to compete in the Olympic Games "according to the rules of the IFs concerned and after
the approval of the IOC"!!! This article has been deleted from the new Charter, and
the word "sex" added to the list of types of discrimination which the IOC fights.
We are well aware of the complaint made against the IOC and the Los Angeles organizing committee for not including a womens 5,000m or 10,000 metres race in
the programme of the Games. The judgement referred to the legal basis of the
IOC and found in its favour, while avoiding answering the issue of discrimination
against women, arguing that no "intent" to discriminate could be "proved". It accepted that the Olympic Games were organized in accordance with an agreement
accepted world-wide, and that, as a result, it was not possible to change it.
While we can see that the IOC made mistakes, due particularly to the general
social view, which is not acceptable, in another area, that of racial discrimination,
the IOC has made progress, taking radical measures with a view to ensuring equality among the participants at the Olympic Games.
Several people have accused the IOC of having led the Olympic Movement
along the dangerous road of political opportunism, assuming a role that is not its
own in an effort to get certain countries to respect equality within the sports society by imposing an Olympic Games embargo on them. These accusations are
unfounded. Pursuant to paragraph 4 of Rule 2, the IOC "acts against any form of
discrimination affecting the Olympic Movement".
As it happens, the IOC used the only weapon at its disposal to put pressure on
countries which pursued a policy of race discrimination (apartheid) in their sporting community. In this way, the Olympic Movement became less political and
more human, concerning itself with human rights. In spite of the clearness of rule
2 of the Charter, this provision should be elucidated further, because there is often the dilemma of complying with the customary rule of the Olympic Charter in
a rigid interpretation, or taking a freer approach.
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At the Panamerican Games in 1987, the United States refused to grant an Chilean athlete a visa, on the grounds that he was guilty of human rights violations.
This leads us to the following question: which of the two obligations deriving
from the Charter has priority: that which obliges members of the Olympic family
to promote and protect human rights or that which accepts that an athlete cannot
be excluded for political reasons? Such a question would justify having a whole
Session devoted to it!
The third issue that we shall look at today, and which is of particular interest
not just in terms of its legal scope but above all because it reflects an aspect of how
the Olympic Movement has developed - a not very positive one, I must confess is the eligibility code.
I have no wish to bore you by starting with a look at the concept of "amateurism" and the forms of professionalism we find today. There is no doubt that we
are in the presence of a spectacular levelling out of sport, with the appearance of
every form of professionalism in all areas. There mere fact that, in some sports
such as tennis, basketball and volleyball, the concept of amateurism has completely disappeared, and the Olympic Games are "fortunate" enough to have "dream
teams" competing in different sports is enough to explain the path which the
Olympic Movement is following.
It would, however, be interesting to see how the famous "eligibility code" has
evolved from the end of the 1960s until today, and look at the biggest changes to it.
Until 1971, the first rule of the Olympic Charter stated that: "The aims of the
Olympic Movement are to promote the development of those fine physical and
moral qualities that come from...amateur sport...".
That was the last time that the word amateur appeared in the IOCs Charter.
The content of the rule in its next appearance was unchanged, except that the
word amateur was deleted.
Already, as of that time, the new trend in the economic orientation of athletes
could be seen, leading to a series of modifications aimed at the total independence
of sports para-activity.
What is the "eligibility code"? The older athletes used to say that it was a "chastity belt"! Only those who wore it were allowed to take part in the Olympic
Games. We shall see how, over the years, this chastity belt has turned into a pair
of lacy underwear!
Let me read you the restrictions imposed by the Olympic Charter until 1971 and
you will understand what I am talking about:
"To be eligible for the Olympic Games, a competitor must always have participated in sport as an avocation without material gain of any kind. He can avail
himself of this qualification: a) if he has a basic occupation designed to ensure his
present and future livelihood; b) if he does not receive or has never received any
remuneration for participation in sport; c) if he complies with the rules of the International Federation concerned and the official interpretations of this article."
Such was the first version of rule 26, which came with a series of bye-laws, the
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most important of which were as follows:
A competitor could not take part in the Games if he had received prizes exceeding 50 dollars in value; if he had been paid for teaching or coaching other athletes; if he had
interrupted his studies or employment for special training in a camp for more
than four weeks in any one year (!); or if he had been paid for the use of his name
or picture, or for a radio or television appearance!!!
The multifaceted use of sports results obviously overthrew these rules in practice, leading us to the phenomenon of students for life at American universities
winning medals, and permanently serving members of the armed forces in the
communist bloc winning Olympic titles. This situation became legitimate after later
modifications to the Charter.
In 1971, the IOC adopted a new rule 26 which was more realistic. It allowed
competitors to receive financial assistance in the form of grants, removed the $50
restriction and introduced three conditions:
a) The ban on publicity in return for payment was limited to personal use, i.e.
the competitor himself could not ask for payment for his personal promotion.
b) Competitors had the right to appear on radio or television during the Olym
pic Games, subject to approval from the chef de mission.
c) Publicity on sports equipment and clothing was allowed, but only that co
vered by an agreement between the sports article manufacturer and the national
sports federation.
At the end of the 1970s, there was a further change which was more realistic
and wider-ranging than the previous ones.
The eligibility code subsequently allowed the competitor to be employed as a
physical education teacher, but providing basic education, and to accept, during
the preparation period, compensation through his NOC or national federation for:
- food and accommodation costs;
- transport costs;
- pocket money;
- insurance costs;
- the cost of medical care;
- loss of income resulting from being away from work or unable to exercise his
profession owing to his preparation for or participation in the Olympic Games and
international sports competitions, with the agreement of his NOC or federation;
- moreover, he could accept money prizes won in competitions, within the li
mits of the rules of the respective IFs.
Finally, a new paragraph was added on the publicity for which the athlete
could use his person, name, picture or sports performances. In spite of the many
violations, this paragraph was retained until two years ago.
"All competitors...may participate in the Olympic Games except those who
have...allowed their person, name, picture or sports performances to be used for
advertising, except when their IF, NOC or national federation has entered into a
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contract for sponsorship or equipment. All payment must be made to the IF, NOC
or national federation concerned, and not to the athlete..."
The modified Charter of 1985 contained fewer restrictions and more possibilities for financial compensation - a sign of the times! - but the above ban remained.
Yet the athletes had the right to receive "material advantages" for their preparation,
subject to the agreement of their federation.
With the exception of the conditions on publicity, rule 26 no longer imposes
any financial restrictions on athletes, except for the very strict interpretation which
prohibits participation in the Olympic Games by formally qualified athletes (entered) as athletes or professional coaches.
The spirit which dominates the Charter is based on the principle that "the
health of the athlete must not be compromised and he must not feel any kind of
social or material inferiority as a result of his preparation for the Olympic Games
or other international competitions". How much hypocrisy is contained in these
few words!!! All that hypocrisy would have to end one day. That was necessary
because of the "evolution" - if it can be called that - of the sports movement.
The records broken thanks to financial aid, the storm of propaganda from the
media, the invasion of advertising of every kind of product with excessive exploitation of the athlete, the greedy mentality of the spectator - formerly known as
sports lover - who wants to see superstars in the Olympic arena (which makes one
think of Ancient Rome) and the multiple exploitation of the results of a competition have led to a new "eligibility code" which has been in force for some time,
and which is brief, clear, surrealist and perfectly fulfils the needs of our age:
Rule 45. Eligibility Code
To be eligible for participation in the Olympic Games a competitor must comply with the Olympic Charter as well as with the rules of the IF concerned as approved by the IOC, and must be entered by his NOC. He must notably:
- respect the spirit of fair play and non-violence, and behave accordingly on
the sports field;
- refrain from using substances and procedures prohibited by the rules of the
IOC, the IFs or
the NOCs;
- respect and comply in all aspects with the IOC Medical Code.
Bye-law to rule 45:
1 Each IF establishes its sport's own eligibility criteria in accordance with the
Olympic Charter. Such criteria must be submitted to the IOC Executive Board for
approval.
2 The application of the eligibility criteria lies with the IFs, their affiliated na
tional federations and the NOCs in the fields of their respective responsibilities.
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3 Except as permitted by the IOC Executive Board, no competitor who parti
cipates in the Olympic Games may allow his person, name, picture or sports per
formances to be used for advertising purposes during the Olympic Games.
4 The entry or participation of a competitor in the Olympic Games shall not
be conditional on any financial consideration.
Dear friends, you have no doubt notice the enormous changes in the status of
the Olympic athlete:
1. He is not subject to any financial restriction, except that his participation in
the Olympic Games must not be conditional on any financial consideration (cur
rent paragraph 4).
2. No ban on using, for advertising purposes, the name, image or performance
of an athlete except during the period of the Olympic Games!!!
3. To keep our dignity, if not that of the athletes, we define the conditions of
eligibility for competitors at the Games: respect for the spirit of fair play, refrai
ning from using substances and procedures prohibited by the IOC and compliance
with the IOC Medical Code.
Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends of Olympism.
The criticisms I wished to make in my speech were not aimed at the IOC and
its members. Most of them do the best they can to contain the wave of exaggerations and digressions which threatens to drown the Olympic Movement. President
Samaranch has often had to use tough words to limit the decline. My disagreement with several of my colleagues is due to the fact that I have never stopped
being a romantic. Not one with retrograde tendencies, but in the desire to be realistic, faithful to an Idea, the Idea which was born at this place, matured during a
time when it was hoped that the restoration of the Games would place Olympism
back in the place it deserves, and grew old through the fatigue which accompanied its universal journey through time. All the legal issues which have concerned
the Olympic Movement are linked with this evolution. And that is why some aspects of them have a social content which closely follows the needs of each age.
My criticisms are not addressed at the majority which has not managed to prevent a minority from violating an Idea. They are aimed rather at all those who use
sport for political, economic or any other gain. Those who have transformed Citius, Altius, Fortius into faster investment, higher profits and stronger exploitation.
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AWARD OF CENTENARY GAMES:
AN ANALYSIS OF THE BIDS OF
ATHENS 1996 AND ATLANTA 1996
by Mr Ven Kat RAO (IND)

Introduction
As the future sports leaders of the world it is essential to learn the history and
philosophy of Olympic Games. I am sure you would have already been exposed
to many lectures on the history and philosophy of the ancient and modern Olympic Games by various speakers before me.
In few days time all our attention will be on Atlanta which will be hosting the
Centenary Olympic Games. A little known American city till the other day wanted
to attract the attention of the World by hosting Olympic Games. There is, perhaps,
nothing wrong in aspiring to host such a mega sporting event by any city.
Athens, on the other hand, also wanted to stage this historic event, but for a
different reason. Athens did not want the Games for any reasons of attention, nor
did it want any immediate material gains. The citizens of Athens and the people of
Greece wanted to host the Centenary Games essentially to highlight the values of
history and philosophy of Olympic Games. Many of these values have been gradually eroded over a period of time. The greatest example, perhaps, of such erosion of values is the very allotment of 1996 Olympic Games to Atlanta, whereby
the genuine aspirations of the sports lovers of the world to celebrate the Centenary
at the place its birth were ignored.
The objective of this paper is to analyse the bids of Athens and Atlanta which
were the final contenders for the 1996 Games. To understand the real issues involved in the allotment of the Centenary Games any student must first have an
idea of the history, not only of the modern Olympic Games, but also of the ancient
Olympic Games.
Ancient Olympic Games and Greek Civilization
The Olympic Games are one of the greatest contributions of the Greek Civilization to Humanity. The Ancient Olympic Games were founded at Olympia in
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Greece in the year 776 B.C. The Games were integral part of the Greek culture
which was one of the earliest Civilizations. The Games in ancient days were not
only held at Olympia but also at many places in Greece. In various periods of time
ancient Greeks organized Games at Delphi, Nemea, Isthmia apart from Olympia.
However, the Olympic Games were the most important in terms of content and
longevity. The Ancient Olympic Games were celebrated uninterrupted, even during the wars, for more than one thousand years until they were officially banned
by a Roman Emperor in the fourth century A.D.
The Birth of Modern Olympic Games
There were many efforts to revive the Olympic Games in the nineteenth century. The Greeks themselves made several attempts in the middle of the nineteenth
century, though their attempts were not to internationalize the Games. They organized four national Olympic Games in Greece between 1859 and 1889.
It is, however, the efforts of the Baron Pierre de Coubertin which became the
significant landmark in the history of revival of Olympic Games. This young
Frenchman had not only dreamt of reviving the ancient Games like many in
Greece and elsewhere in the world, but also made untiring efforts to realize the
dream. He travelled to many places in the world to gain the support to revive the
Olympic Games.
Many people were sceptical about the possibility of reviving the Games. Coubertin articulated his case effectively on the strength of history and philosophy of
the ancient games. One example of such influence of Greek Culture on the revival of the Olympic Games is the impact of the performance of "Delphi Hymn" on
the members of the Paris Congress in 1894.
Not only the strength of Greek Culture, but men and material support of the
Greek Nation played a significant role in reviving the Olympic Games. But for the
timely support of enlightened people like Vikelas and the Crown Prince of Greece,
the Baron's dream would have remained only a dream. There is no doubt but that
the first modern Olympic Games were a spectacular success.
It is a known fact that the second Olympic Games in 1900 at Paris, whence the
"father" of modern Olympic Games hailed, and the third Olympic Games in 1904
at St. Louis, a city in an emerging world economic super power, were a disastrous
failure. The infant International Olympic Committee and its young president had
to fall back upon the culture and people of Greece to put the derailed Olympic
Movement back on track.
Having experienced the total failure of two Olympic Games outside Greece,
Coubertin had allotted the so-called interim Olympic Games 1906 to Athens where
they were once again organized very successfully. These days organizing Olympic
Games is a commercially viable proposition. Today the Olympic Movement is an
unprecedented universal phenomenon. But it owes a lot to the Greek people and
their culture.
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The Centenary of the Modern Olympic Games
The Modern Olympic Games have survived two World Wars and reached the
age of one hundred years. The Greeks wanted to host the Centenary Games in
1996 at Athens where the Modern Olympic Games were born. Many sports lovers
all over the World thought that the Centenary would be celebrated at Athens.
There was some suggestion that there should not be any bidding for the Centenary
Games and that the Games should be allotted to Athens.
However, the wise men of the IOC thought that there should be bidding for
these Games like any other Games. Six cities had put up their bids for the 1996
Games. They were Atlanta, Athens, Toronto, Melbourne, Manchester and Belgrade. All these cities had presented their bids and campaigned for their candidatures.
The competition was, however, between Athens and Atlanta. Hectic campaigning was done by the contesting cities with the support of their governments and
the business houses till the bids were put to vote at the IOC Session held in Tokyo in September 1990. Now it is the part of Olympic history that the wise men of
the IOC decided that a fairly unknown city called Atlanta deserved the honour of
hosting the Centenary Olympic Games.
International Olympic Committee: Autonomy and Power
The International Olympic Committee is one of the world's unique institutions.
Its autonomy is greater than that of any other institution. The Committee and its
members are not answerable to any government or international institution. Neither are they answerable to any sporting bodies like the national or international
sports associations. The IOC's power is unlimited as far as the allotment and the
conduct of the Olympic Games are concerned. The power of IOC is limited only
by the Olympic Charter. However, the Charter can be amended by these men to
suit the needs of changing times. In that sense this sports body has all the power
to manage the Olympic Sport and Spirit.
Why was such a powerful, autonomous institution built by the father of the
modern Olympic Games and his associates? Baron Pierre de Coubertin and his colleagues in the International Olympic Committee deliberately built a highly autonomous institution to guard against any unwanted political or other ideological interference in the affairs of this sports body. The idea was to ensure that there was
no political, economic, social ideological interference by any nation state or any
other force.
Now the question is whether the IOC and its honourable members are beyond
any influence? They have the power to allot the Games to any city they deem suitable to host the Games. Are there any limitations on their power to allot the
Games? Did their historic decision to bestow the honour to celebrate the Centenary Games on Atlanta and ignore the claim of Athens transgress any limits to their
power? These are some of the questions to be examined in detail. There were
many people who suggested that the Centenary Games should have been allotted
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to Athens. There were many emotional and sentimental comments that the Games'
Centenary should have been celebrated at the place of their birth. The objective of
this paper is to examine this decision on the basis of hard facts. The most important resources available on the subject are the bid books submitted by the bidding
cities. Hence the paper aims at analysing the Bid Books of Atlanta 1996 and Athens
1996.

Analysis of Bids of Athens 1996 and Atlanta 1996
The principles of bidding for Olympic Games are well laid out in the Olympic
charter. Essentially bidding cities have to follow these principles in the form of an
IOC questionnaire. This consists of a series of questions to be answered as to how
each aspect of the organization of the Olympic Games will be dealt with if the International Olympic Committee should allot the Games to that city. Bid books
have to be prepared by the Bid Committee, which essentially consists of the Members of National Olympic Committee and some other organizers including Government officials and private sponsors. The bid is put forward by a City and not
by a Country. Hence the Mayor of the City has to officially sponsor the bid.
The Mayor of Athens was categorical in his assurance that all the facilities
would be created for organizing the games. The Athens Mayor also argued his
case that cultural programmes of the Olympic Games would conform with the ancient ideas of Olympic Spirit. He wanted to build on the past to create the future
by organizing the Olympic Games in Athens. He assured the Olympic Committee
that he would fully co-operate with the Hellenic Olympic Committee.
The Mayor of Atlanta talked of marshalling resources and doing all that was necessary to compete for the bid successfully. The Mayor emphasised the ability of
Atlanta to create infrastructure, communications, accommodation, etc. for the
Games. He also emphasised that Atlanta was ideal site for the 100th anniversary in
purely technological terms.
The bid books have to contain a letter of support from the Heads of the State.
The Prime Minister of Greece stated in his letter of support that it was the unanimous wish of the people, which his Government supported enthusiastically. The
Greek Prime Minister guaranteed the total commitment of his Government for the
success of the Games. The President of Greece also gave an assurance that Greece
was willing to do everything for the staging of the Games.
For his part, the Governor of Georgia, the State in the United States of America
in which Atlanta is situated, stated that the State of Georgia gave wholehearted
support to the bid. He highlighted Atlanta's organizational ability, advanced technology and modern facilities which would make the Games most convenient, secure and successful. The US President, George Bush, emphasized that people of
Atlanta would appreciate the opportunity to welcome the participants, organizers
and spectators. He further stated that the people of Atlanta were ready to meet this
challenge and the United States of America was enthusiastic to share the honour.
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Respect for IOC Rules
Generally speaking the bid books contained some sort of assurance that the
bid cities would abide by the IOC rules and bye-laws. The Council of Ministers of
Greece and the Parliament were unanimous in bidding for the Games in Athens.
The Greeks Parliament, in fact, voted a law creating the bidding committee. They
were very clear in answering that their Government would abide by the IOC rules
and laws. On the other hand, the Atlanta bid books do not contain any such indication from the State that it would guarantee to respect the IOC rules.
When the Olympic Games are awarded it is necessary to obtain an assurance
from the bidding State that the laws and regulations of a State will not limit or restrict or interfere with the Games in any way. The bid books of Athens were very
clear that no Greek law or rule would limit the laws and regulations of IOC. They
also clarified that there would be no discrimination on grounds of nationality, race
and religion if the Games were held in Athens. The Atlanta bid books, on the other
hand, stated that the laws of the United States of Georgia supported open international competition. They would not restrict or disrupt the Games. However, they
seemed to have some stringent customs regulations. To overcome such difficulties,
they promised that they would bring in special legislation, as was done in case of
the 1932 and 1984 Olympic Games.
The bid books of Athens were categorical that they would work in conformity
with Rule 59 of the Olympic Charter. They promised to recognize the Olympic
Identity Card by a Ministerial Act. The Card would work as an entry visa and give
recognition to the members of the Olympic family who would have unrestricted
entry into Greece. On the other hand, the Atlanta bid books do not contain any
such assurance.
The bid books of Athens made a guaranteed commitment that no political meeting or demonstration at the Stadium or Village would take place during the
Games. All political parties gave assurances that there would be no demonstrations
or meetings of a political or religious nature during the Games. The Atlanta bid
books do not carry any such commitment.
The Athens bid books also guaranteed that they would abide by Rule 34 of the
Olympic Charter. The Greeks gave an assurance that no competitions or trade
shows would be held during or immediately preceding or immediately following
of the Games. No such assurance was given in the bid books of Atlanta.
The Facilities: Stadiums
Athens planned all infrastructure at four major sites according to a plan entitled
"Infrastructure Plan at Four Poles". At the first pole, the Games Village would be
situated. The second pole was the Athens Olympic Sport Complex. The third was
Athens' historic centre and the fourth was Faliron Coastal Zone. All these four
poles would be connected by the Olympic Ring, a road connecting all four places.
The Olympic Sport Complex contained the already existing Olympic stadium.
Other facilities in and around the Olympic Stadium were planned in 110 hectares
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of land. These facilities included the stadiums for Athletics, Football, Gymnastics,
Volleyball, Swimming, Cycling, Table Tennis and Tennis.
The Faliron Coastal Zone near Pireus had 23 acres of land. In this area there
were existing sport facilities in the form of "Peace and Friendship Stadiums". Other
supporting venues planned in this area were for Boxing, Weightlifting, Judo, Basket ball, Handball, Hockey, Diving and Water-polo. Apart from these main complexes at the Olympic Sport Complex and Faliron Coastal Zone, the secondary
poles were planned at different areas in and around Athens. Sports such as Equestrian sports, Archery, Rowing, Canoeing etc. were to be held in those areas.
Atlanta also planned its infrastructure to fit in with the existing facilities. They
claimed that 13 of the 19 facilities fell into the category of "existing facilities", i.e.
68 % of the sport facilities. The remaining 32 % of sports facilities had to be built.
This included the main the Olympic Stadium, the Natatorium, the water-polo stadium, velodrome, shooting range, etc. All these sport facilities would be connected by the Olympic Ring which was only 2.5 km. Sixty-four percent of the facilities were in this vicinity. Some sports facilities were to be built outside Atlanta.
They pointed out, however, that the average distance between the village and
competition sites was only 10.5 km. They promised to complete the Olympic facilities well before time.
Olympic Village
The basic design of the Olympic village in Athens contained an international
zone, residential area and parks. Other features of the design were recreation facilities. The village was planned at Leakanes Acharnon in 83 hectares of land. The
distance between the village and Olympic Sport Complex was 12 km and that between the village and the sport facilities at Faliron Bay 22 km. Athens also planned a press village for the visiting pressmen which was close to the Olympic Sport
Complex. This Press Village was an additional feature of the Athens bid. This was
supposed to have been built in 9.3 hectares of land to accommodate 5000 to 6000
media persons.
Atlanta on the other hand planned the Olympic Village on the campus of Georgia Institute of Technology. The Olympic Towers were to be built at the Georgia
Institute Technology to accommodate 15,500 people. This accommodation included the existing accommodation facilities of Georgia Institute of Technology. The
village was planned in 200 acres of land with many recreation facilities. They emphasised the magnificent legacy of the Olympic Towers in their bid books. The village is only 2 km away from the Olympic Centre where the majority of the sporting facilities are situated.
Transport Planning
The bidding cities do explain how well they are connected with other countries
by all modes of transport. Athens stated that it is linked with Europe by land and
the rest of the world by sea and air. Athens, a well-known tourist destination, is
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connected by 51 international airlines. It claimed that 79 International Cities are
connected with Athens by direct flights.
Atlanta is connected with the rest of the World by air. As far as road communication is concerned, it could only claim connection with the American Continent.
Atlanta airport is one of the most sophisticated airports which had 30 airlines operating to Atlanta when the bids were presented. There are 220 flights operating
from Atlanta airport and 51 million people pass throughout the airport annually.
However, only 25 international cities were connected with Atlanta by direct flights.
Hellekon Airport in Athens is only 10 km from the City Centre. However, the
traffic from Hellekon Airport to the city is quite congested whereas the City Centre
in Atlanta is well connected by rapid rail system from Hollisfield International Airport of Atlanta, 16 km away.
Detailed Transport Planning Inside the City
Atlanta had a definite advantage with its internal transport systems which carry
96 thousand passengers per hour. Atlanta has about 1600 taxis and thousands of
buses. The Bidding Committee also planned to combine this system and were
willing to work out a dedicated transport system as per the contract with the IOC
once the Games were allotted.
The Athens transport system needed to be improved greatly. The Athens Bidding Committee had forwarded a plan for Traffic Operational System for the Olympic Games. The sporting venues, the village and the Cultural Centre were to be
connected with the six-lane Olympic Ring. This Olympic Ring road would have an
Olympic Lane which would be marked for the exclusive use of the Olympic family. They planned to run 550 non stop vehicles to carry the Olympic family to the
various venues. A contingency plan was drawn up to keep an Olympic Helicopter
fleet to attend to any emergency in case of traffic blocks. They recognized their
weakness on this front and promised that they would do their best to improve the
traffic system.
Finance
The Athens Bidding Committee had stated that they would work in close cooperation with the Government to develop the infrastructure such as airports,
roads, railways, etc. The Greek Government wanted to meet this expenditure in
their plan from the year 1991 to 1996. This kind of expenditure would generate
employment even though it was an apparent burden on their economy. The Greek
Olympic Committee was enthusiastic to raise money to meet the expenditure for
the staging of the Games. Their budget was presented in their bid book as given
below:
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Budget (in milllio ns of dollars)
Revenue
1 TV and Radio

Expenditure
414.00 Sports installation & equipment

295.28

2
3
4
5

Sponsors (TOP)
Other sponsor
Tickets
Coin programmes and stamps

70.00
80.00
120.00
92.00

168.75
158.66
70.66
15.62

6
7
8
9
10
11

Posters, programmes
Cultural events
Rent
Lottery
Donations
Resale of équipement
Total

Mass media
Telecommunications
Food and lodgings
Transports

4.14 Security
12.50 Organization
25.02
87.50
87.50
97.50
1090.16

91.25
154.15

95437

Profit: 2.14 (million dollars)
The Atlanta Bidding Committee essentially aimed at raising funds by private
means. They wanted to develop contracts with the State, City, Country and Municipal Government to guarantee the Games' financial viability. The Federal Government and the State of Georgia had already made generous contributions for
the support of Atlanta Bid. The State of Georgia had committed more than 300 million dollars to build the Georgia Dome Stadium and expand the World Congress
Centre. The preliminary budget presented by Atlanta was as follows:
Budget (in millio
Revenue

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

TV rights
Corporate
Tickets
Coin programme
Others

Total

ns of dollars) Expenditure
549.00
324.00
171.10
50.00
67.80

1161.90

Media promotion
Hospitality
Cultural festival
Ceremonies
Personal/Administration
Security
Communications
Medical
Ticket-service
Insurance
Transport
Venue operation
Village operation
Others
Venue construction
Village construction

57.00
12.50
14.00
25.00
150.00
56.00
149.10
7.30
15.00
20.00
12.30
17.60
31.20
20.00
358.80
59.60
1005.40
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As can be seen from the above, the profit shown by the Atlanta Committee was
much higher than that shown by the Athens Committee. Moreover, Atlanta had
promised to plough back profits to develop sports in the World through IOC. One
has to wait and see how much of this money will go to IOC to develop the World
Sport.
Culture and Centenary Celebration:
The Cultural programmes planned by the bidding cities were also an important
aspect in the whole Centenary Games bidding process. Conceptually, the planning
of Athens for cultural programmes was well defined. The Athens bidding committee wanted to project the concept of Olympism and Olympic culture throughout
the 20th Century.
They planned a 4 year programme beginning from the receipt of the flag after
the Barcelona Games in 1992. They wanted to hold exhibitions, symposia, theatre
performances, dance performances, cultural and film festivals and several other
cultural programmes during the 4 years throughout Greece. The real Festival was
planned to begin in spring 1996. The venues at Athens were historical. The centre
of cultural activity was planned at Panathinaikon Stadium where the first Olympic
Games were held. Other sites chosen were Ancient Odeon of Herodes Atticas,
open air theatres in the hills around Athens and 15 theatre-concert halls. The
Athens Bidding Committee also planned two major cultural events in 1996. One
was on the theme of Olympic Games in ancient times and the other was one hundred years of the modern Olympic Games.
Apart from the events in and around Athens they also planned many events
outside the city. The historic centres of Dephi and Epidauros were also the centres
of cultural activities for Literature, Poetry, Theatre, Music, etc. They also wanted to
hold an international exhibition on the theme of "Human Beings and concept of
the Human Figure." The participating countries were supposed to be encouraged
to bring their own cultural groups to perform in Greece.
During the Games cultural happenings were also planned in the Olympic village. The plans for the village included cinema hall, a theatrical hall, a concert hall,
an open air theatre, an indoor discotheque and several other entertainment facilities for the athletes.
On the other hand, Atlanta planned to project the European discovery of new
world as a focal point of their cultural programme. They wanted to highlight the
exploration of migratory routes from Africa, Asia and South America in their cultural programmes. They argued that by exploring the routes of the culture of the
American South, Atlanta would draw the world together in dance, theatre, art, music, architecture, etc. The Atlanta Committee has planned a unified theme, "Dance
of life," to project the Cultural Olympiad. They also claimed that they would like
to project the high ideals of the Olympic Movement. The four year programme
was planned from 1992 to 1996.
Atlanta's primary goal was to say thanks and express their gratitude to the
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countless international sources that shaped the American South. They wanted to
raise international awareness and the appreciation of a unique contribution to the
world culture by the American South. However, they also wished to commemorate with the appropriate level of honour and glory the hundred years of modern
Olympics.
From the above analysis it is very clear that Athens wanted to project the ideals
and history of Olympic Games. They wanted to genuinely celebrate the hundredth
anniversary of the modern Olympic Games. On the other hand, the Atlantans wanted to project themselves to the world, which is exactly what is happening, if one
closely observes the pre-Olympic activities of the Atlanta Organizing Committee.
It is a matter of judgement whether celebration of hundred years of the modern
Olympics or the projection of the American South's contribution to the world was
more important at this historical juncture of the celebration of Centenary Olympic
Games!

The Historic Decision
After hectic lobbying by various bidding cities the final voting took place in Tokyo in September 1990. The members of the International Olympic Committee
were presented with the bids in detail by the bidding cities in a systematic way.
The Greek Prime Minister himself was present to support the Athens bid in Tokyo.
The decisions of the IOC are as follows:

Conclusion
The IOC awarded the Games to Atlanta. They have the powers to award the
Games to whomsoever they think are fit to hold the Games. There is no legal limitation on the powers of IOC to award the Games to whom they see fit.. However, there are some accepted norms and principles which any public authority
should follow.
It is an accepted principle that the Olympic Games should move all over the
world. It follows that the International Olympic Committee should keep in mind
that a country that hosted the Olympic Games in the recent past needs not to be
considered again and again. The USA had organized three summer Olympic
Games since the modern Olympic Games were born. The first were held in St.
Louis in 1904 and the second and the third in Los Angeles in 1932 and 1984. These
will be the fourth summer Olympic Games in the United States of America. No
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country in the world has had this honour. Apart from the summer Olympic Games
USA had previously organized three Winter Olympic Games and one more winter
Olympic Games has been allotted, to be held at Salt Lake City in 2002. In the period 1980 - 2002, the USA will have hosted five Olympic Games; a ratio of one
every five years.
After holding the commercially successful Games in Los Angeles the US could
have waited to host the Games for few more years. After the 1984 Los Angeles
Games there were only two Olympic Games - one in Seoul 1988 and one in Europe, Barcelona, in 1992 - which were outside the United States of America. Even
on those grounds, the IOC should not have considered the bid of Atlanta.
On its own strength, Athens could have got the Olympic Games as one can see
from their bid books. Except for a few drawbacks like traffic problems, the Athens
bid was equally as sound as Atlanta. On the issues like cultural celebrations the
Athens bid was far superior to the Atlanta bid.
What could be the reason that the IOC had to allot this Games to Atlanta? The
only reason one can think of is the over-commercialization of sport. As one can
see from the budgets of both bids, it is clear that Atlanta promised to raise more
money and make more profit. If that is the predominant reason for allotting Olympic Games, only few countries can hope to host the Olympic Games in future.
Sport needs money to survive and progress. The commercial world needs sport
for its own promotion and expansion. Both exploit each other for their own needs.
But the day has come where the commercialization of sport has gone to that extent that the exploiting of sport by the commercial world may destroy the very
foundation of sport philosophy, in general, and the Olympic philosophy in particular.
It is a fact that the International Olympic Committee needs resources for the
promotion of the Olympic Ideals and Olympic Philosophy. It is also a fact that the
commercial world needs Olympic Sport to increase its own area of influence. However, the allotment of centenary Games to Atlanta went beyond generally accepted principles of universalism and showed the world that the economic operators of this commercial world can use sport to achieve their ends at any cost to the
ideals and principles of Olympism.
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OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY - A LINK
BETWEEN ANCIENT AND MODERN
OLYMPIC GAMES
by Mr Walter BORGERS (GER)

Ancient Mythology
In Greek mythology, Prometheus brought a spark of heavenly fire to earth for
man, his creation, thus making him the ruler of the elements. He was punished by
being chained to a mountain in the Caucasus. However, the great step forward
into civilization had been taken by means of the glowing pith of a torch, made
from a giant fennel stalk, which had been lit from the fiery chariot of the sun. Following on from these mythical conceptions of ancient days, the fire that was
brought down from heaven became a representation of reason and enlightenment,
of freedom and the creative ability of the human race as a whole. In this case, too,
Greek mythology has created(1) an effect which can hardly be encompassed and
whose influence can be seen in the Olympic ceremonies.
At the ancient festivals held in honour of Prometheus in Athens, the craftsmen, particularly the potters, honoured their patron with a torch relay for which
new fire from the altar of Prometheus was brought into the city.(3) This custom
was "somewhere between a procession and an athletic competition '(3) and was
held, too, in connection with the Panathenaia, the Hephaistia, but also in honour
of Artemis Bendis. The variation of a torch ride can be traced back to Thracian influences. (4) Juthner describes the torch relays as "essentially a matter of cult, only
secondarily a matter of sport. (5) This ambivalence also marks the modern re-enactments and probably has a direct effect on their power of fascination. It serves,
moreover, to reinforce the separate nature of the Olympic Festival as a whole.
"The opening ceremonies, including the lighting of the sacred flame at Archia
Olympia and its relay to the New Olympic stadium are rites of separation from ordinary life, initiating the period of public liminality. '(6)
The torch as a symbol and personification in ancient and Christian mythology
and art can merely be mentioned here its widespread use and its ambiguity are signs of a universal semiotics of fire.(7) Like the Prometheus myth as a whole, the
ancient torch relays - the lampadedromia - have become a metaphor with a po-
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wer that is all-embracing and is still active today.
The Chain of European Humanism - a Metaphoric Tradition
Examples of this metaphoric tradition can be found in the use of emblems in
the Renaissance and Baroque periods which show the struggle of life, based on
ancient models, as a race along a racecourse. The torch, which is passed on or taken over, appears in the early humanist writings as a representation of the chain
of life and death and of the succession of the generations which carry the light of
the spirit further. 8 In the poetry and art of European classicism the ancient models
are taken up again, whereby "Philhellenism [...] produces the same results in
France and England as in Germany. '(9) The programmatic words of André Chenierm his didactic poem "L'invention", in which the "Greek author of the French
nation" formulated a law of classicism at the end of the 18th Century, are famous.
"Allumons nos flambeaux à leur feux poétiques;
Sur des pensées nouveaux faisons des vers antiques.(10)
"Let us light our torches at their poetic fires:
On new thoughts make ancient verses. "
Ernst Curtius, the excavator of Olympia, also saw himself as a link in a chain
reaching back into ancient times. In a poetical review of his life's work by the seventy-year-old Curtius which his pupil, Alfred Schiff(11) quoted in 1895 at the unveiling of the bust dedicated to the excavator of Olympia in the museum of Olympia, the image of the torch that is passed on is used.
"My work does not end with that which (I modestly felt),
I began so timidly when I spread the seed.
See how hand joins hand in a row as links in a chain
Which brings up pure water from the depths of the spring,
And the torch of light is handed, burning, from neighbour to neighbour,
The gleam is as bright as day. "
At the beginning of the 20th Century a "Third Humanism" was developed in the
European arts. In connection with statements about Hellenism as a "basic fibre" in
the German character, Werner Jaeger, one of the leading exponents of this newly
idealistic movement, uses the torch relay as an image to illustrate the never-ending
chain of the human spirit.
"The generations hurrying past one another throw the burning torch back and
forth and he who catches the torch with his lithe fist swings it high above him and
carries it forward a little way until he hands it over to the next man. Let us differentiate between the essence and the appearance of this sacred competition. Only
seemingly is it a constant "passing on "from hand to hand. The meaning of the run
is the keeping alive of the sacred flame of the spirit which was brought down from
heaven to the dark earth by the Titan Prometheus as the original spark of all the ans
for his favourites, the one-day race of mankind. (12)
The torch metaphor is extended by Jaeger to illustrate the cultural tradition "of
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the chain of the revivals of the experiences of ancient times. '(13) His "Hellenocentric"(14) approach, which allocates a considerable educational and political task to the
"coming Third Humanism"(15), was not without influence on Diem, who reports that
he "listened diligently"(16) to Jaeger at the Berlin university. Diem contributions to
the design of the Olympic festival, too, should be considered against the
background of Third Humanism as propagated by Jaeger.
The arts of the 19th century took up the torch theme in many variations. The
most famous one may be mentioned here. On the Champ de Mars in Paris, during
the International Exhibition of 1878, Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi showed a huge
torso of his sculpture. "La Liberté éclairant le monde". It was conceived in remembrance to the American "Declaration of Independence" by French republicans and was finally erected in New York in 1886, known to us as "Statue of Liberty". Its torch had already been sent from Paris Philadelphia to the Centennial
Exhibition in 1876.

Olympic Humanism
The metaphoric tradition of the torch also reached the Olympic Movement very
early. The commemorative plaque of the Exposition Universelle de 1900, that also
included the second Olympic Games of the modern era, shows a female representation of the 19th Century handing over the torch to the genius of the 20th century. Torch motifs can be also be found in the winner's medal and certificates.
Pierre de Coubertin's works contain the metaphorical use of the ancient torch
theme in various places, among others in the ceremonious words spoken at the
banquet at the end of the Stockholm Olympic Games on 27 June 1912, when he
looked forward to the 1916 Berlin Games and exclaimed.
"And now, Gentlemen, through our mediation a great people has received the
torch of the Olympiads from you hands, and has thereby undertaken to preserve
and if possible to quicken its precious flame, (17)
Instead of stressing the succession of the generations, Coubertin stressed the
changing of the nations who pass on the Olympic Flame:
"Should our youth temporarily let the Olympic Torch fall from their hands, other
young people on the other side of the world would be prepared to pick it up
again. (18)
Coubertin's maxim,
"May the Olympic Torch follow its course throughout the ages for the good of a
humanity, ever more ardent, courageous and pure,"(19)
was written on the Scoreboard as a final tableau in Los Angeles in 1932, thus
looking back to Athens and forward to Berlin.
In a transferred sense, Coubertin can be called the "re-igniter" of the Olympic
Fire. It has not been possible, however, to identify whose idea it was to have an
Olympic Fire burning during the Games.(20) For the first time in the history of the
modern Olympic Games the fire burned at the Amsterdam Stadium in 1928 as a
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symbol of moral purity, just as it had in ancient Olympia on the altar of Hestia in
the Prytaneion. The architect of the trend-setting Amsterdam Olympic Stadium, Jan
Wils, had been given the building contract and an Olympic Gold Medal for Architecture partly "because his idea of constructing a tower on which the Olympic Fire
burned won over the jury".(2l) Symbolizing the Olympic Fire, the reverse side of
the commemorative medal of the 1928 Olympic Games in Amsterdam shows a
man and a woman holding a torch over a burning tripod.

Taking the Torch from Coubertin - Carl Diem
Coubertin found in Carl Diem a kindred spirit in his efforts to combine the
Olympic Games with art and literature, as he had first attempted at the "Conference Consultative" in Paris (23-35 May, 1906). He, himself, had drawn attention to
the possibility of heightening the effect of sporting festivals by means of "pyrotechnics", the use of fire and torches.(22) Even before the rebirth of the Olympic
Games, on the occasion of the "Congrès International de Paris pour le Rétablissement des Jeux Olympiques" on June 17th 1894 a "Fête de Nuit" staged "Courses à
pied aux flambeaux", possibly as copies of ancient models.(23)
Thirty years later, in formulations for a closing speech at the Berlin Olympic
Games, he drew the connecting line between his early efforts, the Berlin opening
ceremony and the "Course of the sacred torch [...] works conceived by my brilliant
and enthusiastic friend, Carl Diem"(24) In Diem's hands the flame turned into
"wildfire". It is due to his Olympic vision and organizational talent that an ancient
myth was brought back to life by means of the torch relay. In his "Olympischer
Verknupfung", Diem used formulations, in 1936, which are very similar to those of
the neo-humanist Jaeger. Here the torch relay appears as the connection between
Hellenism and Germanism (Athens and Berlin), between the old and the new
world. Like Jaeger's Third Humanism and the tendency to imitate classical forms in
art and architecture, Diem's plans for the Berlin Olympic Games were also part of
a neo-classical trend, the effectiveness of which was not confined to Germany and
the effect of which cannot simply be reduced to rituals of sacrifice and subjugation
under a totalitarian claim to power.(25) A study of the effects of this neo-classicism in
the fields of sport and its culture in a European context, at the end of the 19th and
in the first half of the 20th Century, would surely be worthwhile.
As the successor to the Phil-Hellenist Coubertin, who helped to create an
Olympic festival in the "Spree Athens" of Berlin - characterized by Karl Friedrich
Schinkel's buildings - Diem put his idea of an Olympic Torch Relay from Olympia
to Berlin into practice, based on a cultural tradition which also constitutes the crucial motive behind his practical-educational and scientific activity. The combination of individual sporting performances, national representation in an international context and a symbolic presentation of an ancient myth in the torch relay is
connected with a general concept which has been characterized as being the "attempt at a productive appropriation and transfer of original German Humanism to
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physical education and sport in his time".(26)
With the fire a symbol of universal effectiveness was introduced into the Olympic ceremonies in 1928 and then developed into a ceremonial prologue in 1936,
which - as shown in 1968 by the connection with elements of the Aztec cult of the
sun in Mexico and as proved by MacAloon in detail using the example of Korea(27) can also be applied to non-European cultures or can be transformed into new,
particular forms of other cultures. Diem's achievement was that, with the torch relay, he created a symbol of the Olympic spirit which brings home to world opinion the connection between classical antiquity and modern times, particularly the
closeness of the nations in the Olympic community. Just like Coubertin, Diem dared to make the decisive leap "from the museum path to the creative act".(28)
Torch relays have been found in very few cases within the frame of festivals in
modern times. With the expansion of the symbolic Olympic Fire to the ritual of
Olympic Torch Relay the ambiguity and overdetermination of symbols that are
"reality themselves or part of the reality, which is expressed by them'(29) has also been
transferred to this spectacular event that leads the public of the world to the
Olympic arenas.

Idea and Planning
The first torch relay to be found in connection with Carl Diem was staged by
students of the Deutsche Hochschule fur Leibes bungen in 1922 to commemorate
his 40th birthday and simultaneously the beginning of the Deutsche Kampfspiele
which are a kind of national Olympics.(30) The idea is connected in Diem's writings
with the 1932 Los Angeles Olympic Games and historical studies are referred to as
well as large scale-relays that Diem had organized earlier. The references to Coubertin's "full approval" m a conversation 31 July 1933 and Baillet-Latour's "warm
approval" can also be found here and are designated as the basis on which the
proposal was introduced at the meeting of the International Olympic Committee
on May 18th, 1934 in Athens. Diem personally informed Coubertin of the results of
the Athens meeting(31)
Exactly what happened at the passing of the resolution by the IOC has become,
in retrospect, the subject of a discussion which was sparked off by a commemorative plaque in Tegea. This plaque had been set up on 17 August 1936 by the
circle of the people of Tegea to commemorate the founding of the torch relay and
had later fallen into oblivion. Diem had already heard about the setting up of the
plaque from the archaeologist Wrede in a letter dated 16 August 1936.
"I have thought about you a lot recently, especially when I, with the film expedition, accompanied the torch relay from Olympia to Delphi. What we experienced
there, in the Arcadian mountains and at Parnassus, among the peasants and shepherds was very moving. Tomorrow a commemorative plaque is to be set up at the
birthplace of the idea, at Tegea. The secretary has been invited to it.'(32)
On 8 October, 1936 Diem visited Tegea while on his journey through Greece
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following the Olympic Games. In his diary he describes the plaque there, which
"carries the five rings with a torch passed through", and he repeats the text. His
commentary gives information on how the setting up of the commemorative
plaque came about.
"On May 22nd, 1934 the IOC ate lunch here, in the shade of old plane-trees,
with lots of good wine. In festive mood they also talked about the torch relay. The
people of Tegea now thought that the torch relay was first thought up here and so,
on August 17th, they set up a marble plaque on the watt of the very grotto where we
ate (...). I was extremely pleased, in peace and unrecognized, to see the plaque of
my work there and to take a photo of it. '(33)
In 1961, the chancellor of the IOC heard about the "commemorative plaque"
from Jean Ketseas and published the supposed new discovery in the Official Bulletin of the IOC.(34) With the help of Diem and of the IOC member Karl Ritter von
Halt, the exact details were then cleared up by means of correspondence. They
appear to have been as follows: the actual approval of the proposal took place at
the meeting in Athens on 18 May 1934, when questions concerning the dedication
ceremonies as a means of regulating the time were discussed, too. On 22 May, in
Tegea, the enthusiastic Olympic Committee talked over the plan and on 23 May at
the banquet at Olympia, details of its implementation were resolved, especially
with the Hellenic Olympic Committee.(35)
At the evening banquet of the IOC members in Olympia the approval of the
Greeks was also certain. The IOC President handed over an olive branch with a
blue and white ribbon to the mayor of Olympia, which was to be sent with a relay to Berlin in 1936 "as a dedication of these Games from their home country".(36)
According to the first edition of the 1934 announcement, the olive branch was to
be transported in a "specially adapted case [...] to be carried on the back and passed on from man to man."(37) This plan was changed and the branch was transported by a Lufthansa aeroplane. Spiridon Louis, the legendary winner of the 1896
Athens marathon who, according to an early plan(38), should also have been the
first torch-bearer to receive the Olympic Flame from the hands of Coubertin, handed the branch to the "Fuhrer" in Berlin on 1 August 1936.(39)
The Liturgy of the Olympic Fire
The method of initial ignition of the fire, based on an ancient model, was provided by Jean Ketseas, Diem's friend and ally in the creation of the Olympic Academy, on the basis of studies of Plutarch:
"The method of lighting the Olympic Flame was fixed after I wrote to my friend,
Dr Diem, that while reading Plutarch's verses (The Life of Numa Pompilius) I had
found the description of the way in which the Ancient Greeks re-ignited the sacred
fire (when it chanced to go out), by putting a piece of wood into the focus of a
concave mirror that was exposed to the rays of the sun. (40)
The ancient model, therefore, also remained effective as far as lighting the fire
was concerned and established an Olympic tradition which is still followed today.
The concave mirror was supplied by the firm Zeiss in 1936.
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Ancient models were also studied in order to find a design for the torch-holder,
both during the tour of Greece following the Athens meeting and at other times.
In the museum at Eleusis, Diem and the German IOC-member Lewald found columns in the shape of torches which Lewald suggested should be used as models
for the torch-holder.(41) In the Palazzo Colonna in Rome, the two "torch explorers",
following a hint from the archaeologist Alfred Schiff, searched for a small, Attic relief showing Eros figures running a torch relay and a stadium column.(42) The relief,
in a scaled-down form, was used in the letter-heading of correspondence relating
to the torch relay after the sculptor Walter Lemcke had made a complete imprint
of it. For the preparation of the exhibition entitled "Sport of the Hellenes" in the
supporting programme of the Berlin Games, the former administrative director of
the college of physical education, Alfred Shiff, had collected an enormous amount of
material(43) before the work was taken out of his hands by the Nazi Government on
account of his being a Jew. Nevertheless, Diem continued to employ him to do
smaller jobs for the Organizing Committee until August 1936 and was thus able to
fall back on his knowledge. In Schiff's written documents there are many records
of ancient torch relays. Schiff can almost be considered Diem's personal adviser on
questions concerning ancient sport.

The Effectiveness of the Myth
Not only for the Olympic movement has the torch relay become a symbolic act.
The custom has been taken over by regional games such as the Asian Games, the
Pan-American Games, the Central American Games, the Spartakiads of the Socialist countries and by a series of national sports festivals. Japan's "National Sports
Festival - Kokutai" - is held, just like many similar events, under the influence of
the flame.
The reception of the new Olympic symbol, however, has spread far further
than simply to imitations in the field of sport. Literary representations of the theme
have become components of the lighting ceremony, such as the ode "Olympic
Light" by Steliso Sperantsas(44) or the poetic work "Light of Olympia" by Takis
Doxax, which has been performed at the ceremony in Olympia since 1964.(45) Carl
Diem's collection of material for the volume "Poésie des Sports" contains a number of lyrical versions of the torch theme, including Albrecht Haushofer's "Vision
der Fackel" from the "Moabiter Sonette", which Diem had already put into his 1948
volume, "Ewiges Olympia"(46). The final triplet inquires critically into the political
context of the Berlin Games and touches on the theme of freedom, but not only
in sport:
"Do you force the fire into bondage?
It hisses and spits as it is held in fetters.
The torch flickers, Blaze- will the world.(47)
Below the copy of the Hushofer sonnet "Olympisches Fest, Diem recorded in
his own handwriting the fate of this poet who was murdered by the SS."(48)
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"The author was taken from the prison on the Lehrter Strasse on April 23rd,
1945 and shot in the back by SS men. 80 sonnets were found in his hand, including
the above and "Vision der Fackel "Vision of the Torch ".(49)
Haushofer's sonnet shows clearly that the "heavenly light"(50), which the torch
embodies, is also open to ideological abuse. The "dialectics of enlightenment" include its Olympic Symbol
The Effectiveness of the Myth
The documentation collected by the Diem-Archives shows that with the Olympic Torch Relay, based on models from ancient times and their adaptation to 20th
century sport, a universal sign of Olympic sport has been created which, with its
ability to adapt to the traditions of various cultures, has a symbolic content that is
understood throughout the world and has, indeed, become an emblem of the
Olympic movement, along with the Olympic Rings.
In a child's view of a torch relay runner as the Statue of Liberty who - surrounded by athletes personifying the continents - runs into the "world" stadium(51)
the prerequisites for the success of the course of the Olympic Fire are illustrated:
freedom of the individual and the peaceful co-existence of the nations in a world
that is seen as a unit.
Three eminent members of the "Olympic Family" have been involved in linking
the Modern Olympics with their ancient birthplace:
- First of all Carl Diem, who created with the Olympic Torch Relay a new
Olympic symbol combining mythological, historical and sporting elements to an
international ritual.
- As his friend and adviser, Alfred Schiff, archaeologist who worked in Olym
pia, pioneer of the German Olympic Movement as a member of the German team
in Athens 1896.
- Jean Ketseas, friend of Carl Diem as well, who contributed the method of
ignition. As we all know Ketseas and Diem are the founders of the Olympic Aca
demy that has brought us together here.
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LIGHTING CEREMONY OF THE
OLYMPIC FLAME.
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS OF
THE OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
by Mr Athanassios KRITSINELIS (GRE)

Chapter A
General remarks
Many texts have been written to date about the Olympic Flame, the lighting ceremony and the Torch Relay, by renowned figures of the Olympic Movement, as
well as anonymous authors, who mainly consider the philosophical aspects, historical analysis, its truths and messages.
All these texts arrive at the conclusion that the Olympic Flame has power, promotes values and reflects the Olympic ideals.
I am neither a historian nor a philosopher and so I wouldn't dream of venturing into a philosophical analysis or historical consideration of the subject; however, after twenty years of continuous involvement in questions related to the
Olympic Flame, with the support and assistance of the HOC, I can quote facts and
data that show how the Flame brings people together and conveys age-old messages to today's world.
Chapter B
Definition of the torch relay - flame relay
The flame and its association with sports contests date back to ancient Greece.
It is worth mentioning that in antiquity a torch relay was held which was in fact
an event involving the carrying of the flame by one or several athletes, with a start
and a finish and a final winner. Historians have described, for example, the famous torch relay of the Panathenean Games, which started at Plato's Academy
(presently the Western part of the city of Athens) and though the Sacred Way and
finished on the Acropolis, at the altar of Pallas Athena, where the last runner of the
winning team was crowned as the victor. However, when a flame relay was held
in ancient times, this was part of a ceremony during which the flame was trans-
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ferred from torch to torch and carried from one sacred place to another, presumably the site of games, for some reason that was mentioned in historical texts. Today, the term that is used internationally is "Torch Relay" and this is the expression
one finds in all texts and regulations.
However, if we want to remain true to history and respectful of tradition and
truth, I wish to propose from the rostrum of the International Olympic Academy
to recommend to the International Olympic Committee to change this term and
speak from now on of Flame Relay instead of Torch Relay, since in fact it is the
flame that is carried from torch to torch and not the torch from hand to hand.
Chapter C
Olympism - Olympic Idea
Thousands of years ago, the rich Greek land and the pure Greek mind, under
the bright sun of Greece, gave birth to the idea of Olympic sportsmanship, fair
play, peaceful coexistence, where humble people and noblemen competed with
their spirit, will, faith and persistence.
The flame of competition did not aim at victory at any price, but at victory based on ethics and enshrined in ideals. Pride mingled with strength, spirit and
beauty give a unique good to mankind:
"Equality and fraternity"
The winner extended his hand in friendship to the defeated and he in turn acknowledged his opponent's superiority.
His prize! A branch of olive tree, symbol of wisdom, concord and nobility.
These are the ideals, the Olympic Spirit, the all-human and age-old Greek values that are symbolized by the Olympic Flame which burns in the stadium of the
Games and reminds all people of their moral obligations, those that mankind has
inherited from the ancient Greeks.
The power that the Flame hides is indeed tremendous. It is not a simple natural phenomenon. Along its course from Olympia to the city of the Games, the
Flame brings strength, courage, joy and pride. We are all conscious of that and I
shall set out to prove it in the next parts of this presentation.
Chapter D
The lighting of the Flame and the Flame Relay at the modern Games of
the Olympiad
On May 22, 1934, the members of the International Olympic Committee with
President Count Baillet-Latour, on their way back from Olympia, where they had
attended a meeting, stopped at Tripolis (a large city in the centre of the Péloponnèse) to take part in a local festival in honour of the patron saints. The mayor of
Tripolis, Th. Petrinos, gave a dinner in honour of the IOC officials at Episkop of
Tegea, a beautiful park, 8 km outside Tripolis. There, under the shadow of old
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plane tress, fascinated by the landscape and the hospitality of the Greeks, the participants were expressing their enthusiasm in every possible way. Toasts were
made by the mayor of Tripolis and, on behalf of the IOC, by the President, Count
Baillet-Latour, the Japanese Jigoro Kano, the Dutchman Scharoo, the Hungarian
Mouza, the Swede Edstr^m, the Austrian Schmidt, the Englishman Lord Ampthill,
the Spaniard Baron de Gell and the Serb Prokop. Two great men of the Olympic
Movement were also present, the German Dr Carl Diem and the Greek Ioannis
Ketseas. The two people, however, who made a lasting impression on participants
were the German participant Duke of Magdeburg and the Councillor of State Karl
Ritter von Halt. His words are worth quoting:
"Gentlemen,
One hundred years ago, a member of may family came to Greece and died
fighting for its freedom. I, who have come here one hundred years later, after getting to know the place and its people can truly say that any sacrifice would be justified for such a nation.
Participants,
A thought has just come to my mind and I swear before you that I shall implement it before the beginning of the next llth Olympiad to be celebrated, in
1936, in my hometown, Berlin. I want to organize a grandiose relay race between
adjacent states during which athletes from these countries will carry to our Stadium
the Olympic Light from the sanctuary of Olympia.
It is only right that Greece should once again bring the light to the West".
The Duke's words were received with boisterous applause and the IOC, after
discussing the matter in detail, accepted the proposal which it saw as highly symbolic for the fraternization of nations under one symbol, the Olympic Flame.
In memory of that day, the Tegea Association built a marble plaque at the site
where participants had gathered with an inscription recalling the event.
The time of the Greeks had finally come.
The IOC's decision was contained in a laconic phrase which is also a rule in its
Charter. "The IOC holds all rights relating to the use of the Olympic Flame which
is kindled in Olympia before each edition of the Olympic Games, is carried to the
host city and extinguished at the closing of the Games". This is more or less what
the text says.
We, therefore, who are clearly a people of tradition, had to create something
which would then remain unaltered in every man's memory, something which, after a number of years, would be acknowledged as an undisputed tradition. A way
had to be found to light the flame directly from the rays of the sun, without using
any fire and all this had to be integrated in a ceremony that would link antiquity
to the present.
The technical aspects related to the kindling of the Flame were entrusted to Mr
Peristerakis, Professor of Athens University, who used a concave parabolic mirror
manufactured by the German firm Krups for the University. The parabolic shape
of the mirror captures the rays of the sun, 3 or 4 cm from its base, thus making it
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easy for the flammable material placed there to self-ignite as a result of over-heating.
Since 1980, Professor Peristerakis has handed over to me the technical part of
the ceremony.
But who would be the most suitable person to light the Flame?
The idea was to find a "priestess" with Greek features, good education, a stage
presence and a vibrant voice. So, the artistic responsibility for the first ceremony
was entrusted to Koula Pratsika and her Amateur Dance School. Koula Pratsika
thus became the first high priestess, with her students acting as priestesses: Eisa
Vergi, Lisa ahd Heleni Dragoumi, Maria and Dora Loundra, Loulou Pesmatzoglou,
Anna Frangiadi, the striking young girl Aleka Mazaraki (who later became the
great actress Aleka Katseli) and the even younger girl, but the school's best student, Maria Horsch. It is she who, since 1964, has been responsible for the choreography at the Flame ceremonies, with remarkable results so far.
So, with the simple choreography of the talented Koula Pratsika, the beautiful
girls in archaic dress and the ignition of the Flame directly from the rays of the sun,
all conditions were there to make the lighting ceremony the most important and
significant pre-Olympic event, marking the beginning of the Games and their link
with the past.
Have you ever thought what have been the fate of this most important symbol
of Olympism, if the flame had been lit, the first time, with a match or lighter or
even a mirror, by some well-dressed gentleman?
It would probably have degenerated, whilst now, through constant improvements, it has become a divine, inviolable, heavenly institution.
Millions of eyes around the world are watching the ceremony, with tears in
their eyes when Apollo, god of the Sun, gives his vitalizing flame to illuminate and
warm the site of the Olympic Games.
As the person in charge of the lighting of the Flame, with the HOC's consent, I
have preserved all the elements which keep the tradition intact, with some improvements, i.e.
1. I have arranged for two similar mirrors to be made; one adorns the Museum
of the Olympic Games in Lausanne and the other is used at the rehearsals, while
the original is kept in the Museum of the Olympic Games in Olympia, to be used
only for the official ceremony. I arranged for the auxiliary mirror to be built first
because the original one was showing signs of wear, after so much use and, se
cond, as a security against theft, since the Olympic memorabilia collectors' market
is highly developed.
2. We believe that the girls of the priestesses' chorus should be allowed to do
their work without any interference; this is why we have arranged for the best pos
sible accommodation and meals under conditions that allow them to think of no
thing else but the final ceremony.
3. Because, in the past, we had not been able to isolate the site of the cere
mony, the result was that on the pictures and on the screen you would see the

151

priestesses and the crowd behind them. In cooperation with the Archaeological
Department, we now open the secondary door to the ancient Stadium which is
used by the public in order to reach a special enclosure, while only the priestesses
enter through the main gate so that you see no one else but them during the ceremony.
4. At the lighting of the Flame for the Melbourne Olympics, as the skies were
overcast, Professor Peristerakis managed to create the Flame by means of a "che
mical lightning" as the press reported at the time.
Today, we insist on the sun and since there may be clouds on the particular
day of the ceremony, we light the flame some time when the sun is shining and
keep it, night and day in safety lamps, so that if the sky is cloudy, the choreographer will arrange the ceremony so that the Flame is taken from the lamp which
was lit with the rays of the sun, as recorded on video tape.
5. Finally, because there have been problems with the torch provided by the
organizers of the Games, since 1992 we have used a special torch for the lighting,
made of solid silver and in the shape of a Greek column. A torch which is the
exact replica of ours can be seen at the Museum in Lausanne.
To complete the presentation on the lighting ceremony and the Flame Relay,
we shall briefly see what has happened from 1936 until today, starting with the
summer Games.
• 1936 has been extensively analyzed as regards the history and philosophy
underlying the event. The flame was lit on July 20, 1936, at 12.00 noon. The cho
reography was simple with the priestesses gathering around the mirror from which
Pratsika took the flame and transferred it to a receptacle held by Dora Loundra and
from there to the first runner. The Flame reached Athens via Tripoli, Argos and Co
rinth and from there, via Eleusis, Thebes, Delphi, Lamia, larisa, Kozani, Verroia,
Gida, it came to Thessaloniki and then via Serres to the Bulgarian border. After
crossing Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Austria, and Czechoslovakia it entered
Germany on August 1. 1936 runners were used and the programme of the Torch
Relay was strictly observed.
• In 1948, the lighting ceremony took place on July 17 in the temple of Hera;
the high priestess was the Greek tourist guide from Pyrgos, Martha Angelakopou
lou. Unfortunately, because Greece was torn by civil war during that year, the
priestesses could not come to Olympia and this is why Martha Angelakopoulou
had to be used for the ceremony, which was understandably very simple, without
any priestesses or choreography.
The Flame was carried by flame relay to the port of Katakolo, near Pyrgos.
From there it travelled on the warship Hastings to Lefkimi, Corfu. From there it was
carried by flame relay to the city of Corfu and then on a frigate of the British Navy,
Whitesand Bay, to Bari in Italy.
Carried by 762 runners, each of whom covered a distance of one mile, the
Flame reached Switzerland on July 23, 1948 and on the evening of the 25th to the
26th of July it was in France and the next evening in Luxembourg. At 10.30 on the
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morning of July 27, 1948 the Flame came to Belgium. At 6.30 in the morning of
July 28, it re-entered France and at 6.15 p.m. it boarded the ship Bicester. At 8.25
in the evening it reached Dover and was then carried by flame relay to Wembley
where it arrived at 4.00 in the afternoon of July 27, 1948, with a delay of 30 seconds, after a journey of 3,200 kilometres. The last torch bearer was John Mark.
For reasons of historical accuracy, it should be mentioned that the lighting of
the Flame at the temple of Poseidon in Sounion by Koula Pratsika was not authentic and was just staged for the purposes of the film on the 1948 Olympics. Today we would not allow it.
• In 1952, the lighting ceremony took place on June 25; the high priestess was
the great actress Aleka Katseli, assisted for the choreography by Maria Diamanti
dou. The ceremony though simple was considered as very successful, mainly be
cause of Katseli's strong personality and magnificent "stage" presence. The Finnish
organizers had manufactured only 22 torches with a special ignition material pla
ced in each torch that was passed on to the next runner. The flame relay's itinary
was the following:
Olympia-Athens via Patras with runners, Athens-Aagborg, Denmark by plane,
Aagborg-Copenhagen with runners, Copenhagen - Malmô by boat, Malmô - Torino with runners and Torino Helsinki with runners. The Flame entered the stadium carried by the legendary Paavo Nurmi, 55 years old, who ran to a small altar
in the field which he lit and then handed the torch to Hames Kolehmainen, 63
years old and many times Olympic victor who easily ran up the steps and lit the
stadium's central altar.
• In 1956, at 9.30 in the morning of November 2, the Flame was lit by means
of the "chemical lightning" method as the skies were overcast, by Aleka Katseli
who was called the Vestal Virgin by the Australian newspapers. It was then carried
by flame relay to Athens and the Acropolis where the last runner announced as he
arrived. "I carry the Flame of Olympia". On Saturday, November 3, 1956, at noon,
the Flame was carried in a safety lamp to a Quantas plane and reached Darwin at
7.00 a.m. on the next morning. From there it was taken by an aircraft of the Aus
tralian Air Force to Cairns where the plane was able to land, under very bad wea
ther conditions, in spite of the serious risks. From Cairns the Flame was carried by
flame relay to Melbourne, over a distance of 2,830 miles, without any stops.
• In 1960, the Flame was lit, on August 12, at 0930 a.m. in the temple of Zeus
with Aleka Katselin in the role of the high priestess; it was then carried by a flame
relay to Athens and to Mikrolimano in Piraeus where it was placed in a special
case on the magnificent clipper Amerigo Vespuci which sailed into Syracuse, Sicily
on August 18, 1960. From there, the Flame was carried by flame relay to the Capi
tol in Rome where it arrived at 9.00 in the evening of August 14 and on the next
day, August 25, 1960, it was taken to a special altar placed on a tower, near the
Olympic Stadium. 1199 runners were used and the last was athlete Peris Giancarlo.
• In 1964, the Flame was lit by high priestess Aleka Katseli, on August 21, 1964.
Maria Horsch, probably the greatest classical choreographer in the world, had
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created the choreography for the first time. Maria Horsch still offers her services,
free of charge, at the lighting ceremonies for the summer and winter Games, with
remarkable results. She is a very sweet, but very demanding person. Tireless,
unyielding, irresistible, she knows how to win people over with solid arguments;
however, her strongest asset in her work is her tenacity. Her tenacity in making
event the smallest movement interesting and imagination triggering. I have watched numerous rehearsals and numerous ceremonies. Each time, this great teacher
impresses me with her simplicity and her ingenuity. "You must look grave, but not
sad", she tells the girls. "This does not mean, however, that you can laugh. Your
joy, when you receive the light from the sun, must be seen in your steps, in your
walking, in your stance."
Maria Horsch's divine presence is the quintessence of success, the prolongation
of ancient Greece, the basic lever of tradition.
Maris Horsch has introduced classical choreography in the ceremony of the
Flame and selected as its site the most sacred spot in ancient Olympia, the Sacred
Altis, in front of the temple of Hera. From there, the priestesses in procession
move to the ancient Stadium through the Crypt where the Flame is handed over to
the first torch bearer.
In 1964, the first torch bearer was Georgios Marselos, a Greek champion and
later President of the Greek Athletics Federation.
The Flame was carried by flame relay to Athens and from there by plane to
Okinawa stopping on the way in Istanbul, Beirut, Teheran, Lahore, New Delhi,
Rangoon, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Hong Kong and Taipei where ceremonies were held.
In Okinawa, four torches were lit and carried by plane to four places in Japan
from where, following four different itineraries, they reached Tokyo on the eve of
the opening ceremony, on October 9, 1964.
100,603 runners took part in the relay; the last runner was anchor Yoshinari Sakai, the child of a family that had been hit by the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. He
ran up the 163 steps to light the altar and at that moment 10,000 pigeons were released.
• In 1968, the Flame was ignited on August 23, by the new high priestess, the
beautiful Maria Moscholiou who, with her lovely blue eyes and her vivacious personality, delighted all the people in the stadium as she recited verses from Pindar's
Ode. The Flame was carried by flame relay to Piraeus and from there, on the
Greek cruiser Navarino, to Genoa (August 27, 1968), the birthplace of Christopher
Columbus, in whose house festivities took place. From Genoa it was carried by
flame relay to Barcelona (30.8.1968) and from there, via Madrid, to Porto Palos
(1.9.1968) the port from which Columbus left to discover America. From Porto Palos the Flame travelled on the Spanish corvette Princesa via Las Palmas (14.9.1968)
and reached San Salvador, on September 29, 1968, where a big festival had been
staged. After that it was carried on the Mexican cruiser Durango and reached Vera
Cruz on October 10, 1968. From there, a flame relay started on Mexican soil, over
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a distance of 2,778 km, to bring the Flame to the Azteca Stadium in Mexico City,
at 10.00 a.m. in the morning of October 12, 1968. The last runner was the woman
athlete Enriqueta Basilio.
It is worth mentioning that the high priestess Maria Moscholiou who had followed the flame relay in Mexico was received with great enthusiasm by the Mexican
people who, being strongly religious, thought she was sent by God. Many mothers
brought their children to her, asking her to caress them, believing that in this way
they would chase illness away.
• In 1972, the Flame was lit on July 28, with Maria Moscholiou once again in
•the role of the high priestess. From there, carried by 5,785 runners, it travelled
through Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, Yugoslavia, Hungary and Austria and
reached Germany. The last runner, Gunter Zahn, accompanied by 4 famous runners from the other continents, lit the altar in the Olympic Stadium in Munich. The
Flame also travelled to Kiel and Augsburg where competitions were held.
• In 1976, at 11.00 in the morning of July 13, the high priestess Maria Moscho
liou lit the Flame in Olympia during a magnificent ceremony. It was then carried
by flame relay, via Pyrgos, Sparti, Nafplion and Corinth to Athens where, at the Pa
nathenean Stadium, it was handed by the president of the Hellenic Olympic Com
mittee, Apostolos Nikolaidis, to the President of the Organizing Committee Father
de la Sobboniere who in turn passed it on to Miss Angela Simota, a Canadian ath
lete of Greek origin who, at 21.36 Greek time, on July 15, 1976, placed the torch
in a special remote-transfer device which, in fractions of a second, transferred the
flame to a similar device in Ottawa. From there the torch relay started for the
Olympic Stadium of Montreal. The two last runners were a man and a woman ath
lete.
• In 1980, with Maria Moscholiou in the role of the high priestess for the last
time, the traditional lighting ceremony took place at noon, on June 19, 1980. By
flame relay through Patras, Corinth, Athens and then through Delphi, Lamia, Larisa
Thessaloniki, Serres, Koula, the Flame was carried to Bulgaria and from there to
Romania and finally to the Soviet Union where Seregei Belov, the captain of the
USSR's national basketball team, lit the altar, after the people who were sitting on
the stand before the altar had built a special platform with pieces of wood they
had with them.
• In 1984, we had carefully prepared for the lighting ceremony and the torch
relay which would be going through Tegea for the first time. Unfortunately, the
news that the American Organizing Committee had sold for 3,000 dollars each km
of the relay's route in the US came as a great shock. IOC member for Greece, Ni
kos Filaretos, reacted immediately and asked the Americans to cancel their plans.
The Americans refused, saying that half of the money would be given to disabled children in an African country. The Greeks did not accept the Americans' excuses and anti-American feelings were high, fanned by the mayor of Olympia at
the time, Spyros Fotinos and many other Greek mayors. The IOC became involved
in the issue; it wanted the Flame to be delivered no matter what, saying that if the
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Greeks persisted in their refusal, they would give it from Lausanne where the
Olympic Flame is kept!
Let me point out that there has never been a ceremony for the transportation
of the Flame from Olympia to Lausanne.
The Hellenic Olympic Committee and the Greek government, on the grounds
that the Flame is indeed the property of the IOC and Greece cannot reject its traditions, decided to have the ceremony in Olympia, in the traditional manner, but
without a torch relay and a ceremony for the delivery of the Flame to the OCOG
representatives.
So, on May 7, 1984, at 11.00 in the morning, Maria Horsch, the new high priestess, actress Katerina Didaskalou and all of us, with disappointment clearly visible
on our faces, held the lighting ceremony, with no audience admitted, in the presence of IOC representatives, di Stefani from Italy, N. Filaretos and the late Nikos
Nisiotis, the Minister for the Prime Minister, A. Lazaris, on behalf of the government, and the Prefect of Elis, H. Papadopoulos and nobody else. The OCOG representative, Mr Sargent, carried the Flame by helicopter to Athens airport and
then by plane to the Eastern part of the US where a flame relay worth 3,000 dollars a kilometre was held.
• In 1988, at 12.00 noon on August 23, the Flame was lit by Katerina Didaska
lou and the flame relay started with athlete Thanasis Kalogiannis as the first run
ner: it travelled day and night through Patras and Corinth and in Eleusis, at 01.00
p.m. on August 24, 1988, the Flame was carried to an ancient Trireme which im
mediately sailed for Phaleron where it arrived after three hours. It was then carried
by flame relay to the Acropolis where it was kept during the night. On the next
day, there was a big ceremony in the Panathenean Stadium during which the
Flame was handed over to the organizers and then taken by chartered plane to
Korea's Sezu island, after a stop and a big ceremony in Bangkok.
• At Sezu, the Flame was received with splendour; the Koreans who are also a
people of tradition honoured the Flame in the best possible way. In all the cities,
in all the countryside, you could hear the rhythmic sound of strange percussion
instruments; dragon fights were staged, there were balloons, colours, dancing eve
rywhere and all this created a wonderful atmosphere of joy, enthusiasm and res
pect.
After 21 days, the last runner of the flame relay, Olympic marathon winner in
1936 Kitei Son, entered the Stadium of Seoul, spinning the Flame above his head
and lit the altar.
It is also worth mentioning that the Flame was carried from Sezu island to Pusan, on a ship that had been called Olympia in its honour.
• In 1992, at 11.00 a.m. on June 5, the Flame was kindled by the new high
priestess, Maria Pambouki. The ceremony was very successful as in 1988 and the
flame relay reached Athens, via Patras and Corinth, where the delivery ceremony
was held at the marble Panathenean Stadium. Then the Flame was carried on a
Navy jeep to Piraeus where it boarded a ship of the Spanish Navy and travelled to
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Spain accompanied by 8 Spanish volunteers. Once there, after crossing the whole
country, it reached the Barcelona Stadium where a disabled athlete lit the altar by
shooting an arrow on whose tip the Olympic Flame was burning.
Chapter E
The lighting ceremony and the flame relay at the modern winter Olympic Games
The lighting of the Olympic Flame for the Winter Olympics officially started in
1964 for the Innsbruck Games in Austria.
Both the ceremony and the relay are different from those we have for the summer Games.
In 1952, for the Oslo Games, the Organizing Committee took a flame from the
fireplace of the house of the man who had invented skis; he is called Morgenthal
and he gave his name to his village located in the centre of Norway. Morenthal's
flame was called Olympic without any reaction on the part of the IOC nor, probably, of Greece.
In 1956, for the Games at Cortina d'Ampezzo, the Italian organizers took a
flame from the Capitol. They called it Olympic and carried it by flame relay to the
site of the Games. There was a lot of publicity around the term "Olympic" as they
had borrowed a small tripod altar from Greece.
Since 1964, however, the Flame has been lit in the traditional manner in the Sacred Altis and the temple of Hera and then carried by the priestesses to the hill,
close to Pierre de Coubertin's monument. From there they descend in procession
through the trees and light the altar of the monument. Then the high priestess
hands the Flame to the first runner and it is carried by flame relay to the next village "Platanos". From there it is taken by car to the military airport in Andravida
and flown to Athens. From Athens airport the Flame is then carried by flame relay
to the Panathenean Stadium where it is delivered to the organizers during a special ceremony.
There have been two exceptions to this programme: the flame relay of the Albertville Games in 1992 where, after the lighting ceremony, the Flame was carried
by car directly to Athens airport where it was handed over to the organizers and,
in 1994, for the Lillehammer Games in Norway, where the Flame was handed over
in Olympia right after the ceremony. Before the lighting there had been an incident because the Norwegians, probably remembering 1952, wanted to light Morgenthal's flame which they called Olympic and which they would carry by flame
relay throughout Norway; when it reached Oslo the "Greek flame" as they called
it would be there too and the two flames together would light one altar.
We of course did not agree with the Norwegians who could not understand the
reasons for our disagreement. Finally and after a lot of pressure from the Norwegian ambassador in Athens, they realized that their proposal was not right and so
they did have a relay across Norway with Morgenthal's flame, which is certainly
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important to the Norwegian people, but it was extinguished before it reached
Oslo; the Flame of Olympia, the true Olympic Flame, then arrived in Oslo, after
stopping in three German cities and the capitals of Scandinavian countries and was
then flown by helicopter to the peaks near Lillehammer where it was welcomed
in a spectacular ceremony and, finally, a skier brought it to the track by the jump,
where the Prince of Norway lit the altar.
After the lighting of the Flame and its delivery to the Norwegians in Olympia,
the head of the Norwegian delegation, culture Minister Mrs Ace Cleveland, said
with tears in her eyes:
"I understand now why the Greeks were right. This is truly the Olympic
Flame".
I want to report something that left us all speechless. During the official meal
at the IOA, Mrs Cleveland asked to sing for all of us and this was important for it
was the first time that the minister had sung since she had come to office. I was
personally very touched by this and allow me to say that I shall never forget it.
Chapter F
Lighting ceremony and flame relay for the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta
In contrast to what had happened in 1984, the Organizing Committee of the Atlanta Olympics are understanding people who respect and honour the Olympic
ideals and traditions and they proved this during the talks and throughout their
stay in Greece.
The lighting ceremony was held at 12.00 noon on March 30, 1996, before a
crowd of 30,000 people who did not in any way interfere with or obstruct the proceedings. The First Lady Hilary Clinton was also present. Maria Horsch created a
choreography which was beautiful beyond words. The priestesses with their light,
ethereal movements, appeared to be floating on the ground as they represented
temple pediments and other figures combining, for the first time, slow motion and
speed. I lack the skill or appropriate vocabulary for artistic comments, but I can
say one thing: the choreography was divine, truly out of this world. Our eyes were
moist and when the sweet Maria Pambouki, in a voice vibrant with emotion recited Pindar's verses we could not keep back our tears. Despite my long experience
and knowledge of the question and although I knew that an 8-day flame relay
would follow, I could not stop myself. But why? Until two hours before the event,
there was thunder, lightning and storms and suddenly everything was calm again.
A bright, wonderful sun was warming and embracing us. It was as though the god
Apollo had asked Zeus to take away his thunder and open wide his welcoming
arms.
Since I have mentioned the names of the priestesses at the first ceremony, I
feel it is my duty to give the names of all the members of the team at the last ceremony which was linked to the celebration of the centennial of the modern
Olympic Games.
Choreographer: Maris Horsch, High Priestess: Maria Pambouki, Priestesses: Artemis Ignatiou, Chrysoula Tzardi, Anna Skoulikidou, Giovanna Skordili, Liana La-
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zaridou, Elena Kyrnasiou, Lina Sountri, Anna Plevri, Theodora Siarkou, Georgia
Tsangaraki, Daphne Ypsilanti, Avghi Panayotopoulou, Eleni Kousta, Eirini Leontaraki Katerina Kasioumi, Eleni Stamidou, Ino Menegaki, Denise Bonanou, Maria
Philippakopoulou, Sunny Hadziargyri, Eleni Garoufalia, Georgina Sofianopoulou,
and the young boy Antiochos Evangelatos.
The first athlete, Olympic winner Kostas Koukodimos, knelt to receive the sacred Flame from Maria's hands and waited patiently until the priestesses had departed. This marked the start of the biggest flame relay ever staged in Greece, over
2500 km, with 800 runners and 52 ceremonies.
For the first time ever, the sacred flame of Olympia visited the Byzantine city
of Mystra, the historical city of Sparta, Tegea, the ancient stadium of Nemea, the
ancient stadium of Athens, ancient Corinth, the holy city of Missolonghi, Delphi
(second time), Plataea, Vergina where, in honour of the Flame, the Archaeological
Department opened the tombs of king Philip of Macedon and his son Alexander,
Veroia, birthplace of the first IOC President D. Vikelas, Naousa, a heroic Greek
city, the city of the cataracts Edessa, Pella with is magnificent mosaics, then Marathon, to finally reach Athens, on April 6 and the Panathenean Stadium where the
ceremony of the revival of the modern Olympic Games was held and then on to
Rhodes, Crete and Thrace.
A series of beautiful ceremonies were staged in 52 Greek cities, each more magnificent than the last, different, divine, heavenly. In all cities the national anthem
of the USA was played, the American flag was hoisted and everybody, really everybody was applauding. This is the power of the Flame. It brings people together,
it breaks down walls, it eliminates differences, it offers love, it brings the highest
good, peace.
I will now quote a passage from the speeches of Mrs Ginger Watkins and Mr
Charlie Battle. "As we carry this Flame to our country, we shall remember that it is
your dream that we gratefully hold in our hands, it is your gift which we shall
share with the rest of the world. It is your flame that burns in our souls, it is your
ideals that live in our hearts. It is the heritage of Greece, the grandeur of the Greek
heritage which we shall celebrate when the world joins us in Atlanta this summer."
And in conclusion they said: "We shall take good care of this Flame at every
step of its journey." And they added in Greek: "You have told us, prize this Flame
like the apple of your eyes and we say to you, we shall prize this Flame like apple
of our eyes, because wherever we've been people have told us, "prize this Flame
like the apple of your eyes". You understand what the people meant by this.
I would have stopped here, with the kind words of the organizers, but I feel
that I should quote two phrases from the speech by the Prefect of Pella, Mr G. Panou, which I personally found very touching and which sound like an answer to
what distinguished foreigners have said and written about the Flame.
"Today, the wind brings back to us the voice of millennia. Today, eternal forms
and visions are breathing and living again. Today, the Flame of light, truth, peace,
the Greek Flame of Olympia that was born under the Greek sky, now belongs to
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all mankind." "Like an eternal promise, it brings divine and magic visions of equality, friendship, freedom, fraternity, ideas and values which were uttered, murmured and shouted for the first time by the Greeks and then disseminated, ideas and
values which were cultivated, for the first time, by the Greek spirit and made into
unique, timeless, incomparable truths".
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Discussion groups at work!

The lecture has just finished and the participants are now going to the various
huts which are spread throughout the IOA premises.
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DANCE WORKSHOP REPORT

by Professor Elizabeth Hanley (USA)
Dance Workshop Coordinator

Introduction
Throughout the duration of the 36th Session for Young Participants, the Dance
Workshop was a popular venue for two dance genres: traditional Greek Dance
and Modern (Creative) Dance combined with music and/or poetry. The theme for
this year's Dance Workshop was "Greece", in honour of the Centennial Celebration of the Modern Olympic Games, Athens 1896 to Atlanta 1996.
The initial meeting of those interested in the Dance Workshop (either traditional, modern, or both) was held on Saturday, 22 June, from 18.30 to 19.45, with a
record number of 75 participants in attendance. Traditional pan-hellenic dances
were taught, as well as a syrto from Crete, followed by an introduction to the creative process utilizing "qualities of movement" (sustained, percussive, vibratory,
pendular, suspended, and collapse). It was a highly successful and enjoyable first
meeting.
Traditional Greek Dance
Five sessions were conducted from 22 June to 30 June, with attendance ranging
from the 75 initial participants to a small group of six on the final day of the
Session. Since most of the Dance Workshops were scheduled at the same time as
the sports activities, attendance varied from day to day. In addition to learning the
dances, participants had the added opportunity to "perform" one or more of the
dances during Social Evening programs. It was especially pleasing to the Dance
Workshop participants to dance "Haniotiko" as one of them sang the words in
Greek. The audience members also enjoyed participating in two of the Greek
dances led by Workshop members. The most popular dance during the Dance
Workshop sessions was "Hassapilo" (or "Sirtaki", as it is known to the tourists).
Modern (creative) dance
In addition to the initial dance session on Saturday, 22 June, four sessions were
conducted 14.00 to 16.00 from Monday, 24 June through Friday 28 June.
Volunteers for the Fine arts Happening, which was scheduled for 21.30 on Friday 28 June, met with Kevin Whitney and me to plan the event. The dance Work-
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shop participants took on the responsibility for writing original poetry on the them
of "Olympia", and then choreographing dances to the chosen poems.
One of the poems was written by Gaétan Mentor (Haiti):
From Paris to Bangkok
From Timbuktu to Chicago
The rising sun by the spreading
Of its light has revealed for me
Many wonders.
But I would never have believed
that from Athens to Patras
The Acropolis would have stolen my heart
And from there, that from Pyrgos to Olympia,
Ruins and statues would make me forget
My holy country.

The dancers who chose to move to this piece were rewarded by appreciative
applause from the Fine Arts Happening audience on Friday evening.
One of the most memorable choreographies was chosen to open the Fine Arts
Happening: the music "Spirit of Olympia", composed by David Arkenstone and
Kostia, was used to create an ambiance of paying tribute to the idyllic setting of
the IOA and to the vision of its creators. After choreographing the initial movement sequences, the nine participants (two men and seven women) and I worked
together to choreograph the remainder, using their ideas with my guidance. The
brilliance of their chosen movements and their dedication to rehearse in the hot
afternoon sun resulted in a beautiful "team effort" as they performed for the opening of the Fine Arts Happening. The success of the entire evening was due in
great part to the work of Kevin Whitney, director of the Fine Arts Workshop.

Conclusion
The Dance Workshop of the 36th Session was a success, not only for the director but for the participants and the audiences as well. Those who had previously only enjoyed sport embraced a new opportunity; those who already knew
the joy of dance broadened their horizons through the Dance Workshop opportunities. Those who participated as an audience gained an appreciation for what
they observed and, hopefully, the knowledge that all movement is artistic in one
way or another. One need not be a dancer in order to dance. "Dance" is expression through movement. The Dance Workshop has become an integral part of the
Session for Young Participants over the past few years and should remain so in the
future. The ancient Greeks embraced beauty of movement in every aspect. We
should continue this great tradition.
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Moments from the artistic happenings organised by Mr Kevin WHITNEY (GBR)
and Prof. Elizabeth HANLEY(USA).
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REPORT ON THE FINE ART WORKSHOP
OLYMPIA

by Mr Kevin Whitney (GBR)
Official Artist of the British Olympic Association

After our arrival in Athens and in our accommodation, the co-ordinators met up
with the Dean and Dr John Powell to discuss the forthcoming session, and to acquaint each other. At 6.0 in the evening everyone congregated on the hill of Pynx,
the home of democracy, and a delightful opening ceremony ensued. Dr Powell
was presented with a very beautiful award (a Gold Olive Victor's Wreath) for his
long devotion to the Olympic Movement and to the Academy.
The following day we drove to Olympia and when the formalities were over I
hastily opened the studio on the Saturday morning. I was slightly apprehensive
this year, celebrating a decade of my teaching at the Academy, as the number of
working days were considerably shortened and Mr Kouyoumtzi the sculptor had
announced in Athens that he was too busy and could not be bothered to come to
the Academy to assist me, as he had done last year. My fears proved grounded
when I had a record number of participants turn up at the programmed workshop
period. Twenty four people painting and drawing and thirty people learning
dance with Mrs Hanley (USA). Ms Brenda van Roosmalen (NED) introduced herself and said she was willing to help with the running of the workshop, I duly appointed her my assistant. Brenda turned out to be a great asset and was excellent
in the workshop and in all her activities and an invaluable help in our very busy
and tight schedule. Most people see only the end results of the fine art workshop's
efforts and do not realize the time and energy that goes into the preparation of the
events. The delegates from the Czech republic Ms Milada Baresova and Mr Martin
Prat had brought their violin and guitar with them and proceeded to enthral participants and lecturers alike with their delightful classical and traditional renderings.
Milada's Handel violin concertos are exquisite.
The next morning I announced the start of the photographic competition. This
year's theme being "the light of Greece". Later that day the workshop was full of
participants painting and drawing and I organized the clay for modelling sculpture. Some keen work was being produced, especially by Mark Schrale (NED).
Dean Georgiadis admired a bust of an ancient Greek Warrior which he was producing. In the evening I organized an informal gathering of the coordinators in the
workshop to honour Dr John Powell.
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The Dean was in attendance and we were entertained by Milada and Martin's
delightful music. On Monday I spent the day painting a giant rendering of a flaming torch for the steps of the Academy. Brenda helped me with this when she
could. At the appointed period the workshop was full again and we were privileged to have a visit from Prof. Nicolaos Yalouris who answered many questions
from the participants on the subject of the ancient Altis. We all learn a great deal
from the professor, especially in the informal atmosphere of the workshop. We are
very fortunate to have the standards at the. Academy. The professor admired the
Greek dancing being performed by Mrs Hanley's dance troupe and was delighted
when Milada asked to play her violin for him.
On Wednesday morning Brenda assisted me in setting up the large "Flame
painting" on the Academy steps in three sections in preparation for the "Evening
of Fine-Arts" on Friday night.
This event was rehearsed on Thursday and involved forty-five participants.
Meanwhile some good work was being produced in the workshop. The equipment there was also being put to use to make props and costumes for the social
evenings, on the occasion of their presentation. Brenda's help with this was again
significant.
Friday. The day of the Fine Art event arrived. It has become the one single
event in the session that involves the whole of the Academy. For dramatic effect I
waited until it was just getting dark then asked everyone to sit on the Academy
steps, thus forming an auditorium with the dignitaries at the top. An excellent
sound and lighting system had been set up by Mr Christines which turned the performance into a stage.
Speaking in Greek I welcomed all to the event and said that the whole evening
was dedicated to the inspiration of Greece. "I aposini vradia ine afi-aromeni stin
elatha!"
First item on the agenda was the local traditional dance troupe who kindly performed four excellent Greek dances. The young team is very professional and is
an example that in Greece tradition continues through the generation to keep the
spirit alive. Greeks have to dance. It is a shame this does not happen in more
countries.
Then Dr John Powell stepped to the microphone and read his excellent poem
"Beginnings", explaining to the audience that he only started writing poetry when
he came to Olympia:
Beginnings
Early incursions with tribes vying,
Jealous for space
Saw to it that century after century
As the land became more sparse
The trees felled and fired and occupations
Mixed the blood
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Miraculously, from it came Hellas!
Forged, formed, fashioned by
Some spark of brilliance,
That spark became a flame
Of custom, writing, speech
Influencing the Western World
And its ways.
From whence did it all come
600 Olympic feet, a simple prize,
A kotinos, a victory, victor and vitrix,
But only one.
All gave cohesion under a striking sun
An alphabet, a language, thinkers.
A culture through this influence of unity:
The Olympic Games.

© John Talbot Powell. Written in Olympia.

The next event was a performance by Mrs Hanley's dance troupe. The theme
of the costumed dance was "Spirit of Olympia" or "To Penethma Tis Olimpias"
(see dance report). The blue and white (for Greece) costumes were brought by
Mrs Hanley from the United States specially to enhance this performance. There
followed two guitar songs from Terry Risini (ITA) and Andrei Stepanov (URS).
Terry has a very strong "blues" singing voice.
Dr Powell then read his lovely poem "Olympia's Quietness", a personal favourite of mine and many others who know his works. After much applause for the
doctor's rendering of the poem, Mrs Hanley's troupe performed again (dance report).
Then under the violet sky with a full moon beaming the very talented Milada
Baresova (TCH) played Handel's Violin Sonata in F Major part I, which was magical and lent a deep and poignant moment to the evening. I then projected a slide
show entitled Barcelona Revisited which was my record of the Barcelona Olympic
games set to the music Barcelona by the late Freddy Mercury.
This was followed by Fabien Quesada-Gomez (ESP) and Majte Parejo (ESP)
who performed on guitar accompanying a beautiful Spanish song (Basque). A
third dance performance ensued followed by Martin Prat (TCH) and Milada performing two Czech folk songs followed by Milada's rendering of Handel's Violin
Sonata in F Major part 2, delightful!
I then presented the finale, the "Flame Event". All lights dimmed and I spoke
into the microphone:
"Tin floga ke ta matia sas,
Tin floga ke ta matia mas!"
(Take care of the flame as you do your eyes, we will take care of the flame as
we do our eyes)
The slowly, to the music Conquest of Paradise by the Greek contemporary
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composer Vangelis Papathanassiou, 45 participants emerged from the sides of the
"stage" carrying flaming torches aloft, walking slowly in unison, eventually creating a large

100
in flames to commemorate the centenary of the Olympic Movement. The effect
was stunning and at the end of the musical piece all flames were extinguished at
once. End of performance.!
Everybody enjoyed this and it was very successful, visually, intellectually and
technically: and performed with a lot of talent and passion.
On the following day, Saturday 29th, my next task was to display the exhibition of works created during the session. With a lot of help from Brenda and Dennis Rausmussen (DEN) we put the show up in the old lecture theatre and invited
the President, the Dean, lecturers, two co-ordinators and two (one male, one female) participants to come at 6.30 p.m. to judge the works. The judging is completely democratic and these were the results:
Painting

Brenda Van Roosmalen (NED)
Mathais Zurbuchen (SUI)

Sculpture

Mark Schrale (NED)
Brenda Van Roosmalen (NED)

Poetry

Craig Jonas (USA)

Photography

Dennis Rausmussen (DEN)
Christian Hoist (NOR)

Fine Art Workshop prize

Milada Baresova (TCH)
Bacho Glonti (GEO)

This is the winning poem
Agape Play
Constant change
The stability in flux
Interdependence, interconnection
Harmonic Diversity,
Balance enlightens
Solidarity flames
Belief sparks
Equality brightens
Friendship warms
And PEACE burns.
Sport illuminates life
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Mindy said that
and the group agreed,
Concordant diversity
Olympism is usLets play and live and love.
© Craig Jonas (USA)

The exhibition was a big success with work of a very high standard. Brenda
Van Roosmalen must be commended for her vital contribution to Fine Art Workshop; Dennis Rausmussen and Milada Baresova for their help and co-operation. A
big thank you to Dr Powell, Mr Fragoulis and Mr Krizinelis as always a delight to
work with. A particular thanks to President Serpieris for declaring the event "An
evening of Fine Arts" thus lending a note of seriousness to this occasion.
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Moments from the social evenings
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OLYMPIC EXPERIENCES

MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE
by Fiona Alessandri (AUS)

"The important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win, but to take part".
This was Baron Pierre de Coubertin's vision for the Olympic Games. My
experiences at the Games reflect this, since taking part has had an enormous
impact on my life.
I have been fortunate enough to have represented Australia in swimming at the
1988 Seoul Olympics and would like to share with you my experiences.
In retrospect, watching the Los Angeles Olympics on television in 1984 is
probably what inspired me to dedicate my efforts to swimming. Although I had
swum from and early age it wasn't until I was 16 and in my final year of school
that I really decided to train properly and set goals for myself.
The Los Angeles Games were probably the first Olympics that I had really
taken notice of. A member of my squad had made the team which gave me an
added interest and made it all very real. I watched the swimming events fervently
and saw Australian swimmer Jon Sieben come from relative anonymity to win the
200 m butterfly in world record time. Jon had improved his best time by over 4
seconds and hadn't been rated a chance prior to the race. As a fellow butterfly
swimmer I thought his swim was awesome and it made me realize what could be
achieved. Once you actually get to the Games, anything is possible.
With the support of my parents, I went to a professional coach and began
training 11 sessions a week. For many years, people in the swimming fraternity
had told me that I had what it takes to be a winner if I trained properly. Until this
time I had participated and enjoyed a number of sports and didn't specifically
concentrate on any of them. I realized that I didn't want to reach the age of 30
never knowing whether I could have been successful, so I decided to find out.
16 is relatively late to begin serious swimming which made my progress much
harder. I set myself a 3 year plan during which time I would make swimming my
priority, and at that point in time, reassess my progress and future depending on
what I had achieved. It took me the full 3 years to win my first National Open title,
and after that, there wasn't a decision to make. In 1988 I again won the National
title for the 100 m butterfly and was selected in the Australian Olympic team.
It may sound strange, but as an athlete training and competing on a regular
basis with the aim of the competing at the Olympics, making the team does not
seem to
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be that much of an achievement. You are always spending time with people who
have achieved more than you, so many of us did not consider ourselves to be
particularly good or special. Jon Sieben whom I had idolized in 1984 was in fact
now my team mate so I was quite overawed to be considered at the same level as
him and others. It is only now that I think of my achievements as being
outstanding and not from the critical perspective of an athlete.
Although my Olympic experience was 8 years ago, it is still quite fresh in my
mind. I have vivid memories of some of the most insignificant things. I can still
trace the path in my mind of the walk to the pool and remember the exact layout
of the village. I can recall exactly how I felt at the opening ceremony and as I
mounted the blocks for my race, like it was yesterday. I think I will remember
these things just as clearly in 20, 30 and 40 years time.
There are two aspects of the games that stand out clearly in my memory. The
first is the spectacle and emotions of the Opening Ceremony. I kept a diary
between the time of my selection until the end of the games and would like to read
to you my excerpt from Saturday September 17, 1988 ft the day of the Opening
Ceremony.
"Today I experienced one of the most amazing days of my life. Everyone had
been telling me how fantastic it would be but nothing had really prepared me for
what I felt. We assembled out in the warm-up track waiting to march into the main
stadium. I can hardly describe the atmosphere except to say that it was buzzing.
Every athlete from every nation was there in the one arena waiting in anticipation.
Walking into the stadium, I felt like my feet were not touching the ground. The
roar of the crowd was unimaginable and I think I had goose bumps for the whole
ceremony. If anything is going to put us on a high this will. I will never forget the
sight and sound of the crowd as we marched around the track and when the torch
was lit. It has made me nervous yet excited which I think is probably the best way
to be".
Prior to my swim, a team mate, Duncan Armstrong, had done the impossible.
Duncan had shocked everyone to qualify 4th fastest for the 200 m freestyle, swimming in lane 6 next to Matt Biondi. It looked like David and Goliath lining up
behind the blocks with Matt towering over Duncan. Biondi lead form most of the
race with Duncan riding his wash only slightly behind. In the last 25 m, Duncan
swam past him to win the gold. This was truly one of the most amazing races I had
witnessed.
The day of my 100 m butterfly brought with it the agony and the ecstasy of
racing. I was understandably very nervous but distinctly remember being in the
marshalling room waiting to go out on to pool deck. The room was sound proof
which allowed as to psych up for the race without being distracted. Walking out to
the pool the crowd was screaming so loudly it was hard to concentrate on what lay
ahead. I swam my best time in the heat but missed out on the final by 0.2 of a
second ft I had come 10th. It was difficult for me to put this into perspective ft I
had swum my personal best time but had failed to make the final.
I swam the butterfly leg of the medley relay the next day and again
experienced both highs and lows. Swimming from lane 7 we came 4th ft just 0.11
seconds behind the Canadian bronze medal winners. At the time I was shattered
but can now look
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back at it and see it for what it was. We had all given our best but had been beaten
on the day. All of the hours, days and years of training put in by athletes come
down to just a few minutes n this is the challenge of the Olympics.
When I arrived in Perth after the Games my mum asked me at the airport whether it had all been worth it. I told her I would do it all again tomorrow and that I
wanted to go to Barcelona and do better. Sadly I suffered a shoulder injury prior to
Barcelona and was unable to compete.
There have been many outstanding performances at the Olympic Games over
the years and many great Olympic champions. However for everyone who wins
there are a thousand athletes who are just as great that don't. Who can forget the
lonely finish of the last marathon runner who has been determined to complete the
race. Individual achievements like this are what make the Games truly special. It is
the spirit of the Olympics and the individual feats of greatness from all
competitors, not just the winners, that sets the Olympic experience apart from any
other sporting event.
As an athlete one must try to approach the Olympics in the same way as any
other meet. In order to compete at your best, you must not allow yourself to get
wrapped up in the situation, it is important to maintain the same routine that you
are familiar with and treat it as just another important meet. Indeed the Olympic
champions are the athletes who can keep themselves together even if something
goes wrong. Duncan Armstrong was a true example of this when 8 weeks out from
the Games he swam 9 seconds slower than his best time in a lead up meet. Never
once did he lose his belief in himself or his ability to win.
One of the greatest experiences that all athletes come away with from the
Games is the camaraderie both with one's own team, and with athletes from other
nations. Some of my closest friends are people with whom I share this experience
and I still keep in contact with swimmers from all over the world. Nothing will
replace the friendships I formed at this time and although I don't see these people
very often, I have a bond with them that will never go away.
My Olympic experience has had a profound effect on my life. Sometimes I
find it hard to believe that I actually did it all ft it seems like it was in a different
life time because my life is so different now. Although I had to give up a lot to get
there, given the choice I'd still make the same decision today. My advice to
anyone who has the Olympic dream will always be to follow it. The Games are a
rarity so special and unique. I hope that these qualities of the games will be
retained for many years to come.
De Coubertin's vision has made the Games unique. "The important thing in the
Olympic Games is not to win but to take part. The important thing in life is not the
triumph but the struggle. The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have
fought well. To spread these precepts is to build up a stronger, more valiant and
above all, more scrupulous and generous humanity".
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OLYMPIC EXPERIENCES

by Lisa Boscarino (PUR)

Good morning. My name is Lisa Boscarino. I represented Puerto Rico in the
1988 Olympic Games in Seoul and in 1992 in Barcelona. My sport is judo.
Since the subject of women and their relation to the Olympic Movement has
been discussed in these sessions, I would like to take this opportunity to talk about
my experiences as a woman athlete in the Olympic Games. I retired from artistic
gymnastics in 1980 and soon afterwards started looking for another sport that
might interest me. That's how I found judo, which attracted me because of its philosophy, which consists in finding understanding and true meaning in life through
training in both defence and attack and requires a development of both physical
and mental skills.
When I began practising judo in 1980, women's judo was still unrecognized as
an Olympic sport. Yet men's judo had been included in the Olympics since 1964.
And that even though women had been practising judo for over fifty years. The
first sessions of women's judo took place in Japan in 1923.
Women practising judo have suffered a twofold discrimination. First, simply because they are women practising a sport. There is no need to mention that it has
not been easy for women to be accepted as athletes. Suffice it to say that Pierre de
Coubertin himself was fiercely opposed to the participation of women in the
Olympics. But women practising judo have also suffered discrimination because
judo is a contact sport and contact sports are notoriously stereotyped as fit for men
only. Kaiko Fukuda, one of the first women to promote women's judo internationally, tells how Japanese fathers were opposed to their daughters' practising judo
because they saw it as a martial art for warriors only.
And yet by 1980 women's judo was being practised all over the world. In fact,
that year the first women's judo World Championships took place in New York. It
was a resounding success with 27 countries participating. The person responsible
for promoting and organizing this event was Mrs Rusty Kanokogi, one of the most
important figures in women's judo both in the USA and internationally.
In 1982 I became the judo national champion in Puerto Rico and in 1983 I participated in the Pan American Games in Venezuela. That was the first time women's judo was included in the games. It was also my first international competi-
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tion. There was talk that year too about the possibility of women's judo being included in the next Olympic Games in Los Angeles. Unfortunately this didn't happen and we were all disappointed. For a 25,000 signature petition for women's inclusion to the IOC and threatened litigation against ABC-TV for entering into a
contract with an organization (the IOC) that allegedly discriminated against women. Under this kind of pressure the IOC relented. Women's judo was to be accepted in the Olympic program for Seoul 1988 as a demonstration event with full
inclusion in Barcelona 1992.
In 1987 it was announced that women's participation in judo for the Seoul
Olympic Games would be limited to between eight and ten participants per category. Those chosen would be: 1) the best four in the World Championships, 2)
one from the host country and, 3) the champion from each continent.
Although I was the Central American and Caribbean champion, I saw my possibilities for the Olympic Games as very remote, since I would have to win at the
Pan American Games (which include North and South America) to become eligible for the Olympics. But my judo teacher Mr Hiromi Tomita, to whom I owe all
my achievements as an athlete and for whom I feel great admiration because of
his dedication to the sport, advised me to concentrate on my training and not
worry about winning. But I must admit that the possibility of becoming Pan American champion remained in the back of my mind. To add to the pressure, just before the Puerto Rican delegation was leaving for the Pan American Games, the president of the Puerto Rican Olympic Committee at the time expressed publicly to
the Puerto Rican press his disapproval of certain women's sports, including judo.
Such demoralizing remarks made me unhappy and angry but I tried not to let
these feelings affect my performance. I guess I succeeded because I won the gold
medal.
In fact, Puerto Rico had its best performance to date at these Pan American
Games, with three records broken. The first was for the total number of medals
won, 29. The second record was that for the first time Puerto Rican women obtained gold medals. The third record was for the total gold medals won, one for
boxing and two for women's judo. I was quite excited. Not only had I become the
Pan American champion, I had also won the opportunity to participate in the first
Olympiad where women's judo would be included. And most important of all, two
women had become role models in Puerto Rico despite the negative comments of
our NOC president at that time. Still today the Puerto Rican people remember us
not only for our struggles on the judo mats, but also for our struggles to gain respect and equal treatment.
Because of the limitation of women practising judo in my country, I was forced
to compete and train in other countries for approximately one year. At first I
thought it was great, but after one month alone, away from my friends and family,
it wasn't so glamorous any more, especially if you add to this the injuries, the mental and physical stress that you feel when you train at this level. On many occasions I asked myself it was worth it.
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A great deal of my training was spent in Japan and I remember very clearly
how difficult it was for me to adapt to their culture and try to understand their language, which is so different from mine. But along with the difficult experience
came an unforgettable great experience. I will never forget my experience in the
International Women's Judo Championships in Fukuoka, Japan. I was the only
participant from Puerto Rico, I had no coach, and I was competing for the bronze
medal, when all of sudden I heard the voices of the Japanese athletes cheering for
me. They were saying "fighto, Lisa, fighto." They made me feel that I was not
alone. It made me feel good and in a way I think this action helped me win the
bronze medal. I think this is a good example of Olympism.
When I finally reached my dream, the Seoul Olympics, I couldn't believe that I
was actually a participant and not a spectator watching the games through television. Personally I did not feel a different person, but when I thought of the Olympics and the image I had created for myself of the Olympics through the media, I
would get so nervous that sometimes I thought I was going to die of a heart attack!
I must tell you about my experience in the actual competition. When I heard
the words "stand by Yamaguchi, Japan; Boscarino, Puerto Rico." I felt like running
out of the stadium. I kept on asking myself, "what am I doing here?" I may not be
one of the few great heroes, just one of the athletes who participated, but my experience was so beautiful that I returned to the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona,
where woman's judo was finally included as an official sport.
It is hard to describe the emotion that you feel when you enter the Olympic
stadium for the opening ceremonies, walking behind the flag of your country. It
made me cry. My Olympic experience has increased my desire to promote the participation of women in the Olympic Movement in my country. In the 20th century
women have gained the right to participate in the Olympics, but there is still too
little participation of women in the Olympics as coaches and members of our NOC
and the IOC. Let the aim for the future be that of mass women involvement at all
levels.
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by Sarah Chung (MAS)

Dear Dean, Lecturers, Coordinators, Translators and my Fellow Participants. I
am Sarah Chung from Malaysia. I was a taekwondo athlete at the 1992 Olympics
in Barcelona. At that time, taekwondo was an exhibition sport but it will be a medal sport in the Sydney 2000 Olympics.
I would like to share with you my Olympic experience. My sport highlight began when I started practising taekwondo at the age of eleven, and getting serious
four years later when I won my first National title. My Olympic dream started
when I found out that taekwondo will be an Olympic Exhibition sport in 1988 and
1992. I decided to dedicate the next few years of my life to my quest to compete
in the Olympic Games. Every time I listened to the Olympic anthem, I would feel
that I am there with all the participants. I would get really excited and emotional
and it even gave me goose bumps.
The message of Olympism to all individuals is to strive for excellence in order
to surpass themselves. In 1988, I did not qualify for the Seoul Olympics. I was sad
but I strongly believe that failure is the key to success. I trained hard and even
went in for many international competitions. In 1992,I knew that the Asian Championship was the final tournament for me to qualify for the Olympic Games. In order to achieve that Olympic dream, I had to balance my training and studies as I
was in my final year of my honours program. Believe me my friends, it is not easy.
Unfortunately, three days before the tournament, I had a hairline fracture on
the fibula bone of my right foot. The doctor advised me to withdraw from the tournament due to the injury. As my passion and desire was so strong, I convinced the
doctor that everything would be fine and promised to take responsibility for my
injury. With the blessings of God, family, coaches and friends, I managed to win.
This gold medal has great significance for myself and my country. It was and still
is the first and only gold medal in the history of Malaysia Taekwondo at Asian
level. No words could describe my feelings at that moment when I stood at the podium. Because of my achievement, the Olympic Council of Malaysia recommended me to the World Taekwondo Federation, representing the Asian region in the
Heavyweight Category in the Barcelona Games.
Unfortunately the proposal was rejected. The International Federation reaso-
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ned that they had already decided on the participating countries as each geographic area had a certain quota of athletes. It was a big blow to my country and even
became a hot topic with the press. I thought my Olympic dream was shattered and
I felt it was an unfair decision. With the encouragement of the President of the
Olympic Council of Malaysia, a letter of request and recommendation was sent to
the International body to reconsider our proposal. It was a political deal that if the
International Federation did not reconsider the request, the NOC of Malaysia
would not support the taekwondo event at the 1994 Hiroshima Asian Games.
After long deliberation, the International Federation finally decided to allocate
a place for me in the Olympic Games. However, it was not in may actual heavyweight category. I had to lose ten kilograms within three months in order to qualify for the welterweight category. Throughout this period, I had the assistance of
a nutritionist and a sports psychologist to guide me. Most importantly, I learned
that I have to love myself, protect my dreams and persevere.
My experience at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics was unforgettable. Never had I
imagined that I could one day participate in the opening ceremony. Those games
gave birth to even more new dreams. While marching into the stadium for the
opening ceremony, I felt enormous exhilaration.
My stay in the Olympic village was a joy and a source of pride as I could meet
all the world class athletes from different sports and countries. I was impressed by
the facilities at the Olympic village and it was a great historical moment which I
will never forget.
Although I only managed to get to the quater final round, I believe that if I
could have competed in my actual weight category, I would have done better. Nevertheless, the most important lesson that I learned from this Olympic Games is
that nothing comes easy. Every successful athlete can experience trials and
struggles. Success is a journey and not a destination.
However, through this unique experience, I have learned the importance of
discipline and perseverance. In the words of Maria Lenk, a former Olympic swimmer, "I swam well in the 1932 Olympics, but failed to win a medal. For nearly 60
years, I have been uplifted and strengthened by that peak experience".
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OLYMPIC EXPERIENCES

by Tamara St. Germain (USA)

Good morning to all of my new friends. For those of you who I have not had
the pleasure of meeting yet my name is Tamara St. Germain and I am from your
planet earth. Today I would like to share with you my Olympic dreams which
have shaped my Olympic experience. It is very hard to explain a dream or a vision so I would like to show you what it feels like and its power.
Please stand up and put your right hand out in front of you. Now twist your
upper body and see how far around you can go. Than point to the spot on the
wall and remember it. Now come back to the front n this time I want you to just
close your eyes and visualize that you are twisting your body. Imagine that you are
a quarter of the way around, then half way around, three quarters a way around,
notice the point which you first pointed then go past it and imagine that you did
a full 360 degrees. Now unwind your body in your mind. We will now do this
exercise together... What happened? You passed the point which you thought was
as far as you can go. This the power of sport - it teaches us to visualize, to go
beyond what we are currently doing with our bodies.
When I was six years old I wanted to be a world famous skier. The only problem was I had not even been on skis yet. I could only watch my older brother
whom I idolized. When my parents finally let me ski there was no stopping me it
was the only thing I wanted to do.
At a young age I began competing and with each small success, I would strive
for more. My sport is freestyle skiing (flipping on skis 40-50 feet in the air). I skied
for 15 years before I became National champion and made the United States Ski
Team. I skied for five years representing the United States. Going into the 1993
Olympic trials I was one of seven women in the world doing triple flips on skis,
ranked top three in the United States. I had finally secured funding so I was not
having to work 40 hours a week on top of training. The best part was that the 1994
Olympics in Lillehammer, Norway would be the first time inverted aerials was a
full medal sport in the Olympics. I had everything going my way. I was certain I
was going to the Olympics.
In our competition to select for the team I felt I was prepared. The first jump I
hit perfectly and in my mind I thought I was a shoe in for a spot to the Olympics.
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The second jump I was starting where I would normally start for triple flips. I had
a tail wind behind me and was going too fast. As soon as I left the jump I knew I
was in trouble. I outjumped the landing hill and lay at the bottom with a broken
femur. My foot was facing the wrong way with my ski still on. All I could think
was this is the end of my Olympic dreams. I knew it was too serious of an injury
to be able to come back for the Olympics. In a matter of seconds twenty years of
skiing was over.
The next day while I was in the hospital recovering from surgery, I received a
grant for travel and training from the Women's Sport Foundation. I was both laughing and crying. I was grateful that people out there believed in me and my
dreams yet I knew I was finished.
Prior to my injury I spent seven years in living and training at the Olympic Training Center in Lake Placid, New York. (Site of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympics). There I was able to meet most of the athletes representing the United States
in winter sports. One thing we talked about was the sad fact that the local children
in Lake Placid were involved with drugs, alcohol and there was a high amount of
teen pregnancies. We felt that this was due to the fact that the kids did not have
productive activities. In their backyard were some of the best winter sports facilities in the world but they were only for Olympic and national team athletes.
While I was in the hospital I started organizing a camp for young girls to try
winter sports and meet the athletes who do those sports. The event was called
Winter Sports for Girls n "The mission of Winter Sports for Girls was to promote
winter sports by breaking down the barriers of gender, race and geography. It is
the elite athletes of today who are passing on the torch of experience to the generations of tomorrow."
In the first event we had 25 Olympic and national team women demonstrating
ten different sports to 100 girls from different backgrounds. The emotions I felt that
weekend were greater than anything I had ever experienced. These young girls
learned about new sports, made new friends and most importantly learned about
themselves. Afterwards I received letters from the girls thanking me for the weekend saying "It was the best thing I have ever done." "Someday I will be an Olympic athlete." I have never been able to explain in words how I felt until I came to
Olympia. What I felt was Olympism.
In a strange sort of way my first Olympic dream came true. My sponsor at the
time did a commercial about the camp which included the reading of the young
girls letters. It aired during the 1994 Superbowl and Olympics n I became known
for my skiing.
We realized that one camp was not enough to change lifestyles of these children. The more we researched we found that girls who participate in sports are:
- 92 % less likely to do drugs
- 85 % less likely to get pregnant
- three times more likely to stay in school
- sport decreases the chances of getting breast cancer
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- sport decreases the chances of osteoporosis
- and sport raises self-confidence and self-esteem.
The Winter Sports for Girls program grew into the Winter Sports Foundation including both boys and girls. The mission of the Foundation is to promote the benefits of winter sports for all. This is accomplished through four program areas:
- Events
- Communication
- Community Services
- Community Grants.
Winter sports are the second most watched event in America after the Superbowl, yet the participants in winter sports would not even fill the Superbowl stadium. With new technology today people can do winter sports anywhere in the
world. For example, you all have seen the movie with the Jamaican bobsled team.
What you may not know is in the 1994 Winter Olympics the Jamaican's beat the
Americans.
My Olympic dream now is to use the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake City Utah to
provide exposure and opportunities in winter sports for children. The Foundation
will use the next seven years to build up the national infrastructure in winter sports
in the United States. When children watch the Olympics in 2002 the Winter Sports
Foundation wants to use the Internet and a 1800 number so children can find the
sport they are interested in - near their home town.
I believe it is the responsibility of Our Generation to make the opportunities
available - we can keep the ideals of Olympism alive.
It is my challenge to you to give back to the next generation and if you are a
winter sports enthusiast please join us in "GIVING BACK TO THE COOLEST
SPORTS ON EARTH."
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OLYMPIC EXPERIENCES

by Narda S. Williams (ANT)

The only Olympic Experience that I have had was during the Olympic Games
which were held in Barcelona, Spain in 1992. I was the Head of Delegation for my
country at the International Youth Camp.
It was there that I realized that the Olympic Games are not just for the athletes
and coaches who participate in the Games, but for all mankind. That year was a
very important year. It was the first Olympic year after the destruction of the Berlin
Wall, the break-up of the Soviet Union and the end of Apartheid in South Africa.
For the first time, Germany was represented by one team and South Africa was allowed to participate. Although the countries of the former Soviet Union were still
not quite settled on their own, it was the beginning of a new era for them.
I was fortunate to be the Head of my Delegation, because I was honoured to
be able to experience the Opening Ceremonies live. During the Opening Ceremonies of the Olympic Games the teams march out in alphabetical order, with the
exception of Greece and the host country. If I am not mistaken, because of the war
between Iran and Iraq, those two countries were always separated. In 1992, it was
the first time that they were not separated and it was very emotional to see all the
participants from Iraq march with their right hands in the air making the peace
sign.
Although I was not an actual participant of the Games, the International Youth
Camp gave me the opportunity to be a part of the ideals which Baron Pierre de
Coubertin based his expectations of the Olympic Games.
At the camp, I met other participants from all over the world, even countries I
had never heard of before. The television does not give us the correct perception
of what life is like in other countries. Realistically, when one watches the news on
the television, or listens to it on the radio, or reads it in the newspapers, one never learns anything good about any country. It only shows us one small portion
and then we make our own conclusions after that. At the camp, one tends to remove the blindfolds that were placed there by television and books which do not
give all the information. I learned of the true lifestyles of many cultures that I had
misconceptions of. Meeting the people from those countries made me understand
the country and the people better and see them for exactly who they really are and
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not who I think they are. It was also nice to be able to open their eyes to the lifestyle of my own country and correct any misconception that they had. It was definitely interesting to exchange a bit of our culture on the evening of the Culture
Exchange Night. That was the night that all of the countries made a cultural presentation.
The camp was definitely a place for peace. Before then, I had never known of
the war in Cyprus between the Greek side and the Turkish side. Although the
countries were at war, the members from Cyprus, who were from the Greek side,
and the members from Turkey put their countries' differences aside and became
friends at the camp.
I was thrilled to be able to see first hand achievements of athletes of all over
the world. I am grateful to the International Olympic Committee, the Barcelona
Committee for the Olympic Games and any other committees involved for providing the International Youth Camp so that young people from all over the world
can be a part of this great event.
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THE OLYMPIC CENTENNIAL EVENTS IN
THE CENTRAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY IN RUSSIA

by Natalia Kachylina (RUS)

The Central Olympic Academy (COA), with the support of the Russian State
Academy of Physical Education, held "the Olympic Day", with the purpose of popularizing and promoting the humanistic values, principles, ideals of Olympism,
the Olympic Movement and the Olympic Games.
During the "Olympic Day", the Central Olympic Academy held several events
devoted to the centennial of Olympic Games of the modern cycle. There was the
Olympic scientific session of the Academy for the students, where the lecture topics were wide-ranging: "the Olympic Games in Ancient Greece (their organization, customs, connection with culture and arts), "the International Olympic Committee", "The Olympic Movement in Russia", "Current problems of the Olympic
Movement" and others.
The Central Olympic Academy under the direction of its President, the Rector
of RSAPE, and member of the Russian Academy of Education Mr Valéry Kuzin, introduced the Olympic scholarships which are awarded to the students of RSAPE
for their contribution to the scientific study of Olympism, Olympic Movement and
Olympic Education.
For the centennial of Olympic Games, the Academy, together with the film
company "Fenix", is going to produce the film "Olympic Russia" which is the third
part of a big film "From the history of Olympic Games".
One of the most remarkable events of "the Olympic Day" was the first open
SpArtian tournament which was organized together with humanitarian centre
"START", the head of which is the Doctor of Philosophy professor Vladislav Stolarov.
The Academy is preparing to publish the next issue of "Olympic bulletin"
which contains information about the history of Olympic Games, the Olympic Movement, and different aspects of the international sports movement in both Russia
and other countries.
On "Olympic Day" the Academy rewarded the staff members of RSAPE who
are Olympic champions, people who had taken part in the Olympic Games and
trained Olympic champions, and who have worked in complex scientific groups
with Olympic teams in different sports.
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For the "Olympic Day" the Historic-Sports Museum of RSAPE, together with the
Central Olympic Academy, prepared an exhibition on the centennial of the modern Olympic Games which was judged to be the best in an All-Russia sports museum contest.
This report covers not the whole list of events which were organized by the
COA for the centennial. Work in developing the ideas of Olympism, Olympic Education and the Olympic Movement is still proceeding.
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PRESENTATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS
FROM THE MEETINGS OF THE LECTURERS

by the lecturers

Question: "How do we safeguard the values of Olympism"
Proposal from the lecturers for a Special IOA Session for Executives
The question has been asked time and again in recent IOA sessions by the participants: "Why isn't the IOC protecting the fundamental values of Olympism?".
The young people are particularly agitated about the over-commercialization of
the Olympic Games and what they feel is the resulting distortion of the fundamental principles of Olympism.
This issue has been debated repeatedly in academic circles, especially in the
IOA, and it seems to be a more or less unanimous opinion that the Olympic values need to be better protected. We can now say that there seems to be gap between the decision-makers, responsible for protecting the Olympic values, and
many supporters of the Olympic Movement.
It does not seem to be the case that the decision-makers are not concerned
with this issue; they most likely think they are doing the best possible job for the
stability of the Olympic Games. No one disputes the fact that the Olympic Movement needs to be on sound financial ground to maintain its autonomy. The financial stability of the Olympic Movement has never been so strong as it is today.
However, the strategy which has led to financial success now seems to be
threatening the very foundation on which it is based; namely, the Olympic values.
What are these Olympic values and how many members of the "Olympic family"
are even aware of them? The discussions and debates here at the IOA amongst the
academics, young sports persons, educators, medics and paramedics etc. and
other supporters of the Olympic Movement seems to fall short of reaching the core
group of strategists who assist the decision-makers in their pursuit of strengthening
the Olympic Games.
Who are the core group of strategists? This group of people, who were fairly
unknown to the Olympic Movement until about two decades ago, are very important to the Movement today. The trend of the world, in general, and the Olympic Movement, in particular, is such that this group of people, primarily from the
corporate sector and connected in particular with consumer marketing and the visual media, are here to stay. Thus, the best strategy is to bring them into partner-
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ship through an understanding of the Olympic values.
These important people, who are vital to the Olympic Movement, are outstanding in their respective fields of specialization, but may not have had the opportunity to really learn of the foundations for the Olympic Games. They need this understanding, not only to protect the Olympic Movement, but to ensure their own
long term interests out of this Movement. The saying that you should not overmilk
a cow if you are interested in keeping the milk flowing applies here. If the Olympic Games turn into the World Wrestling Federation (WWF), which is basically a
circus, because the foundation is ripped out from under them, everybody loses including the markets.
The proposal
The proposal we would like to suggest is that we bring these very important
people to a special seminar at Olympia, the birth-place of the Olympic Games.
These dynamic leaders of the corporate world of the "Olympic family" need to be
exposed to the essence of the Olympic spirit which is based on the values of
Olympism. They should clearly understand the mystique of Olympism and the
Olympic Games which they are marketing without knowing its foundations and
roots. This can only be best understood from the ruins of the sacred place of
Olympia and close to the heart of Pierre de Coubertin and Olympism.
This program could be a special session of the IOA with approximately 25 to
30 participants drawn from the executives of the "TOP" sponsors, sports marketing
companies, television and broadcasting corporations, IOC members, and IFs. The
duration of the program should be approximately 10 days. Obviously the funding
for this program should come from the IOC and the corporate members of the
Olympic family.
The structure of the program could include the following:
- guided tours of the ancient sites;
- seminars on the values of Olympism;
- discussion on the future of sports marketing;
- the future of the Olympic Games;
- sport, art and recreation programs.
Walter Borgers, Conrado Durantez, Dionyssis Gangas, Ian Jobling (Ph.D.),
Athanassios Kristsinelis, Carlos Montserrat, B.V.P. Rao, Eduardo de Rose (Ph.D.
H.D.), Angela Schneider (Ph.D.), Nikolaos Yalouris (Ph.D.), Fernand Serpieris
(President), Konstantinos Georgiadis (Dean)
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OFFICIAL CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL SPORTS
JOURNALISTS' DAY AT THE 36TH INTERNATIONAL SESSION
FOR YOUNG PARTICIPANTS

19th June 1996
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Celebration of the World Day of Sports Journalists from left to right: Mr Petros
LINARDOS (GRE) Honorary President of the Panhellenic Association of Sports
Journalist, Mr George DEVES (GRE) Mayor of Olympia, Mr Alain LUNZENFICHTER
(FRA) Journalist "L'Équipe " and Mr Elias SPORIDIS (GRE) Vice President of the International Association of Sports Press.
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WOMEN AND OLYMPISM

by Mr Alain Lunzenfichter (FRA)

With less than three weeks to go to the opening of the Centenary Games in Atlanta, women's participation is the focus of every conversation. The debate on women's representation in sports institutions is a recurrent one, and the idea of quotas is not new. The campaign for parity recently launched by the "Atlanta Plus"
association has opened in a context that has never been more favourable, because
the current fashion, which, as so often, comes from the United States, is for differentialism and for positive discrimination.
As Gilles Sicart, a lecturer in public law at Paris XI University, has stated: "The
idea of quotas follows both the principle of equality and the philosophy of difference. It apparently combines the advantages of modern democracy, based on the
recognition of equality among all citizens, with those of a still nascent postmodern
democracy, based on a specific recognition of individuals or of the groups to
which they belong. The first form of democracy enshrines liberty as an instrument
of equality; the second allows constraint as an instrument of dignity. The alliance
between these two instruments seems to have become necessary, if not ideal."
Women were absent from the Games of antiquity, just as they were from the
first Games of the modern era, in 1896, in Athens, not far from here, before they
began a long conquest of the Olympics which has not yet finished. Nevertheless,
a Greek Melpomene asked for permission to take part in the Olympic marathon at
the first Olympic Games. The denial of this permission did not prevent the young
Hellene from carrying on regardless and covering the distance separating Marathon from Athens in about 4 hours 30 minutes. Another Greek, Stamatia Rovithi,
the mother of seven children, followed her example in a time of 5 hours 30 minutes.
An Englishwoman, Charlotte Cooper, became the first female Olympic champion by winning the ladies' singles in 1900, in Paris, where six women were allowed to take part in tennis and in golf. Although female swimmers, wearing long
figure-hugging costumes, appeared in 1912, and female fencers in 1924, Pierre de
Coubertin, who was always a declared opponent of women's participation, still
claimed that a "female Olympiad would be impractical, uninteresting, unaesthetic
and incorrect" just after receiving the support of the Pope, Pius XI who had so-
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lemnly denounced the playing of sport by women.
It therefore took all the determination of the Frenchwoman Alice Milliat to
break down the Olympic barriers. And competition from the International Women's Sports Federation (FSFI) that she created in 1921, and from the World
Games that it went on to organize in Paris in 1922 and in Gothenburg (Sweden)
in 1926, to help get women's athletics brought into the Olympic Games programme.
Four events were reserved for women at the Amsterdam Games in 1928. The
finish of the 800 m was such an appalling spectacle that the event disappeared until 1960 in Rome. On the other hand, Elizabeth Robinson of the USA, the first female Olympic athletics champion, won everyone's approval in winning the 100 m
in 12.2 sec. This did not prevent the IOC, in 1931, from debating whether or not
to continue the athletics events. The vote was held in Barcelona, at a time when
King Alphonse XIII had just left Spain and a republic had been declared. The ballot was favourable, by 16 votes to 3. Faced with the march of history, most IOC
members had wisely decided to stay at home. The outcome had undoubtedly been
influenced by the III World Games, organized in 1930 in Prague by Alice Milliat,
who, unhappy at an opening up that was too limited for her taste and worried at
a possible return to the past, had refused to lay down her arms.
Neither had Coubertin, who still declared, after giving up the IOC presidency
in 1925: "I remain hostile to the participation of women in the Games. They have
been admitted to a growing number of events against my wishes."
It would take time to overcome reservations about their shape, their constitution and their child-bearing. The sports in which women could take part rose to
19 between 1900 and 1992, while the percentage of female competitors within the
delegations rose from 0.56% to 28.90% during the same period. With 518 women
among 5429 athletes (9.54%), women's participation took a decisive leap forward
in Helsinki in 1952, when the USSR arrived. In Seoul in 1988, the than half that barely ten years ago. In 1984, my paper, L'Équipe, had no female special correspondent in Los Angeles. In Atlanta, we shall have 5 women among 44 special correspondents, in other words just over 11%. There is no sexism: only ability is taken
into account.
It is true that in Barcelona in 1992, the delegations of 36 of the 172 countries
represented were still exclusively male. There are indeed politicians today who get
up on the battlements and pressurize the sports authorities to kow-tow. Let us just
remember that it was politicians who were behind the boycotts of the Olympic
Games in 1976, 1980 and 1984. The same ones who get worked up about Olympic virtues took them hostage some 15 years ago. Some of them even sent women
intellectuals to gulags or spent their holidays with the "liberal" Ceausescu.
Nowadays it is only the example that counts, and the performances of Nawal
El Moutawakil of Morocco in 1984, the first female African Olympic champion, of
Hassiba Boulmerka of Algeria, 1500 m gold medal winner in Barcelona, or Ghada
Shouaa of Syria, have done more for women's integration in sport than all the arm-
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waving of any male politician.
The Iranian Islamists were against the sale of caviar because sturgeon had no
scales. The need for money led them to discover a scale on that fish. It is the same
with sport. Do you think that the Iranians will pass over a female athlete the day
they discover that she is capable of winning an Olympic medal? I don't.
A further good approach is to use Olympic Solidarity to promote women's
sport in those countries which will not be bringing it to Atlanta. Let us remember
that the athlete Maria Mutola of Mozambique, world 800 m champion, is a pure
product of Olympic Solidarity, which sent her to Eugene in Oregon to continue
her studies and round off her training. An idea to follow up and to repeat. At the
very least, it is a good means of using Olympic revenue to develop the future of
Olympism.
But when all is said and done, my friends, is all that really a priority, when we
know that, according to the World Bank, more than 1.3 thousand million of the
world's inhabitants live on less than 1 dollar a day? These people, the number of
whom has increased by 80 million in less than 10 years, be they men or women,
are certainly not thinking about taking part in the Olympic Games today. Their
only objective, each day, is to assuage their hunger. We must therefore always put
things into perspective and, above all, look at them calmly. Inclusion, democracy,
and a better distribution of food and work will, little by little, enable people to
think about the joys of sport. That is when it will be time to think about parity between men and women at the Olympic Games.
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2ND OF JULY: DAY OF THE SPORTS EDITOR
AND OF SPORTS TOO

by Mr Elie Sporidis (GRE)

The primary aim of journalism, in any form, is to give publicity to and inform
the wider public of all everyday events, among which sport events occupy a special place. Indeed, there is not a single day on which sports do not provide the
world press with a host of news, so that those responsible for their coverage, namely the sports editors, must be - and are indeed - constantly in the front line of
their profession.
This astonishing phenomenon — for it is astonishing - has not arisen recently
but nowadays has taken on an impressive dimension. Since the beginning of the
17th century, when the first newspapers were issued in Europe, sports reportage
immediately "declared itself present", even though on a limited scale at the time. I
would mention in passing the fact that, thanks to it, the complete list of winners
has been preserved in the oldest sport event in the world to carry on being held
uninterruptedly up to our days. I refer to the annual sports meeting between the
rowing-teams of Oxford and Cambridge Universities, dating back to 1829!
Naturally, the impetus for the development of sports and sporting journalism
was given by the 1st Olympic Games, held in Athens in 1896, whose centennial
the whole world celebrates this year. Besides, it is not a coincidence that the Italian newspaper "Gazzetta dello Sport", the first newspaper to cover exclusively the
field of sports, produced its first issues precisely on the eve of the opening of these
Games. Ever since, the sporting press and the Olympic Movement have followed
parallel courses; the fact that the idea of establishing an international sports-editors' federation was generated during Olympic Games, the 1920 Olympic Games
in Antwerp, and materialized during the next Olympic Games, is far from being
coincidental. In Paris, then, on the 29th of July, journalists from 29 nations decided
together to found this Federation, commonly known by the initials AIPS, which
not only survived the various hot and cold wars, but became immense in size, with
the consequence of embracing, at present, 120 member-states.
In Paris again, about two years ago, the administrative board of the AIPS, celebrating the 70-year anniversary of its foundation, decided to pronounce the 2nd of
July "International Day of the Sports Editor". During the same period, again in the
French capital, the International Olympic Committee was celebrating the centen-

194

nial of the Olympic Movement. In the final declaration of this historical congress,
the following statement appears:
"The ever-lasting bond between the Olympic Movement and the Media
has proved itself to be beneficial to the promotion and development of
physical and athletic education and has led to the obtaining of greater
resources for the athletic sports".
Moreover, the President of the International Olympic Committee, Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, in his personal address to the AIPS, on the occasion of the establishment of the Day of the Sports Editor, stressed the following:
"The contribution of the Mass Media to the development of sports and of the
Olympic Ideal is immense. The Mass Media and the Olympic Movement, united
through sport, can work together for the benefit of humanity".
The above words spoken by the IOC President reflect, most expressively, the
difference in kind between sporting journalism and all other branches of journalism. The sports editor does not limit himself to the simple recording and commenting of facts, but, through the outcome of his work, leads youth on the right
path and contributes in a decisive manner to the development of sports, both directly and indirectly, as underlined by the IOC declaration. Yet, this cannot but be
so, since the sports editor is, above all, a sportsman himself- this is the reason, after all, why he has chosen this precise branch of journalism. He thinks of his job
not only as a "métier", but as a service too, towards something he has been fond
of since he was a child, namely sports. There may, of course, be some examples
of the contrary, but these are exceptions; and after all, one should not forget that
the press is a mirror of society.
Nowadays, more than 25,000 professional sports editors all over the world, are
pioneers of the international sports movement and have every right to proudly celebrate their own "Day" while AIPS, their world organization, does not restrict itself to the promoting of their professional interests, but, at the same time, strives
through every means, consistently, to spread and consolidate the athletic idea.
Within this international "community" of sports editors, the Greek colleagues
hold a special position. This is not said by way of self-praise, but because it is true.
The Hellenic Sports Press Association was founded in 1952 and, in addition to the
obvious fact of its members' constant presence in the fields and courts, it has put
into effect a comprehensive effort, in the field of sports, that has made a large
contribution to the increase in the public's interest in sports. Furthermore, HSPA,
since 1952 when it was admitted to the AIPS, is one of the most active and distinguished members, and its many successful activities have been in fact appraised
and acknowledged by our colleagues from all over the world.
The fact that HSPA has been three times honoured by AIPS with the award for
the best Press Agency in big international sporting events, is I think, in itself very
eloquent. On the other hand, as far as our home situation is concerned, the flourishing of the sporting reportage is literally astonishing. In fact, we also hold a
world record: there are 7 morning sports newspapers, more than in any other
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country in the world! To these, one must add two radio stations whose main topic
is sport as well as the extensive part athletic news occupy in both our political
newspapers and our TV networks. This is a true "genesis" as sports occupy a
prime place in the whole Mass Media, exerting, of course, a commensurate impact
on the everyday interests of the public as well as on the very evolution of our field.
Thus, HSPA numbers at present over 400 professional sports editors throughout
the country, whereas in 1952 it had 26 founding members.
The international celebration of the Day of the Sports Editor was held last year
in France, the country where AIPS saw the light of day. This year, when people
throughout the world people are celebrating the centennial of the Olympic
Games, AIPS wished to honour their birthplace, that is, Greece and assigned this
task to HSPA. Thus, thanks to the International Olympic Academy's valuable and
substantial assistance, we are holding on this day a celebration, at the most appropriate place - the cradle of the Olympic Games - and in the presence of numerous eminent personalities from various countries, of the Day of the Sport Editor. On this occasion, then, we wish, for our part, to assure you that we are fully
aware of our obligations and that, through the indispensable harmonious cooperation with those who are actively involved in sports, we shall continue to offer
our services to the cause of sports and to young people.
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PRESS AND MASS MEDIA ROLE IN THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT

by Mr Petros LINARDOS (GRE)

The common course of the press - written press, of course, at the time - and
of its people, among them not only those properly involved, professionally, semiprofessionally or in an amateur capacity with journalism, but those belonging to
other branches as well (cartoonists, photographers etc.), can be traced back to the
appearance of the Olympic Movement. A movement whose initial steps were unsteady, whose future was uncertain too, but which was informed by a vision, not
only Pierre de Coubertin's vision as usually asserted in a such a simplistic manner,
but of numerous other distinguished sportspeople of the time.
In the course of time, these people have either completely fallen into oblivion
or remain, even nowadays, in the shadow, holding a marginal position. Is any historian ever entitled to doubt the intellectual magnitude of such a person as William
Sloane, great sportsman and Princeton University professor, who, all things being
equal, should have succeeded Coubertin as the third IOC President? Can he not
acknowledge the contribution made towards the study of the principles of sportsmanship at the Paris international congress by the first IOC President Dimitrios Vikelas, whose apartment, in 4 Babylon street, Paris, constitutes the IOC's cradle? Or
ignore his leading and active role in the organization of the 1st Olympic Games in
Athens in 1896?
A further element, with reference to the inadequately stressed role of Vikelas
during the heroic period of the Olympic Movement, is that this great Greek man
of Europe, this internationally recognized citizen of the world and distinguished literary man of his era gave the infant Olympic Movement a prestige of invaluable
significance.
The magazine and newspaper columns, as early as 1894, in Paris and other European capitals, even in Athens, the capital of little Greece, accorded the newly
arisen sports phenomenon its due significance. This phenomenon had two sides,
which were the two sides of the same coin. On one side, there was Olympism,
through the Olympic Movement - a hard and persistent campaign that took ap-
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proximately 20 years to consolidate with deep and firm roots (all this being vividly
recorded by Baron Pierre de Coubertin in his memoirs); and on the other side, the
Olympic Games.
In respect of the first few years of the Olympic Movement especially, one must
bear in mind that Pierre de Coubertin was a registered member of the French journalists' Association (the fact that he held an identity-card issued for 1895 is generally known). Moreover, many other members of the congress were writing articles
for newspapers in their respective countries, while the Parisian and the London
press and the press of other countries too gave the magnificent speech of the eminent intellectual and poet Jean Aicard its appropriate position, when he, on the
June 1894 Sorbonne Congress, praised sports and, at the same time, presented in
public the principles of Olympism Coubertin had already proposed in 1892. Aicard's speech is known as "L'apologie du sport".
Dimitrios Vikelas, the first President of the International Olympic Committee,
was a skilful writer of press articles and had complete ease of access to the whole
prestigious press of the time, whether it was "The Times" or Paris, London or New
York reviews. The work of the Sorbonne congress was paid considerable attention
by the Paris Press and the correspondences sent to the newspapers of countries
whose representatives were participating in the congress were in a similar vein.
Please note a characteristic text taken from a French newspaper. "Never before has
a sporting event [namely, the 1894 Sorbonne Congress] caused, except in the specialized press, so intense an interest as this congress has". The journalist, then,
goes on, in his text of June the 16th 1894, to make a mention of "the audacious
magnificence of the plan, the strange image of contrasts, the splendour of the protection offered to the congress" and so on. To conclude, therefore, with this
concise, almost telegraphic approach to the relations between the Olympic Movement in its early period and the press, one must add that even before the Paris
Congress the press had dealt, in a low-key but clear manner, with the perceived
gestation of the Olympic Movement. In Greece, there had been instances, prior to
the 1859 Zappean Olympiad, of poets and intellectuals raising their voices in the
press, followed by the thirty-year period of the "Olympia" (1859-1889), inspired by
the visions of the French Directorate (1790), in England, in Mutch Wenlock, Shropshire, with the great pioneer of Olympism as well as Coubertin's intellectual and
sporting mentor, Doctor Brooks; and finally, in the Sorbonne, in 1892, with Coubertin, Bourdon and Jusserane. It is evident that the seeds of relations between the
press and the Olympic Idea already existed in the 19th century, though only as a
kind of incubation or vision.
When observing the attitude of the press towards the Olympic Movement, one
has to draw a dividing line between on the one hand, the coverage of the Olympic Games, which, in proportion to the technical means available at the time, was
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mostly adequate and vivid, and on the other hand, the relations of the Mass Media with the Olympic Movement. They are two different things, the two sides of
one coin. The press coverage of the Olympic Games focuses, every four years, on
current events and has gradually evolved into a gigantic, complex relationship that
responds clearly, with all available technical resources, to the need for information; whereby the press, written press, originally, then radio and television (let us
not forget that 60 years ago, in Berlin, television, using a closed pirate circuit, marked the beginning of its relationship to the Olympic Games), is involved in the coverage of the biggest public show in the world, that is, the Olympics.
But what about the Olympic Movement?
At the September 1994 IOC Congress, in Paris, the celebration was held of the
golden jubilee, the centennial of the Sorbonne Congress, in which the re-establishment, the revival (as the term went at the time) of the Olympic Games was
decided upon at the unanimous wish of the congress members incited by the bold,
ambitious and patriotic proposal of the Greek Dimitrios Vikelas, subsequently first
IOC President, to "hold for the first time the celebration of the modern international Olympic Games in Athens". During the 1994 Congress then, one of the basic
topics of lectures and discussions was "Sports and the Mass Media". Furthermore,
one of the sub-topics, the first one, referred to the involvement of the Mass Media
in the Olympic Movement. Addresses were made by 24 athletes, NOC members,
distinguished sportsmen, including the IOC Vice-President, Mr Kevin Gosper, the
International Basketball Federation President Mr Aldo Vitale, and the great figures
of Athletics Mrs Irene Szevinska and Mrs Katharina Witt. I was honoured to be included in this group and, by luck, I believe, my text was registered first in the relevant part of the congress minutes. I was impressed by the fact that both Mrs Szevinska and Mrs Witt went much further than simply mention their personal
experiences and the Media reports, and talked with fervour, convincingness and
inspiration, I would say, about the need to have the Mass Media approach as much
as possible the Olympic Idea. The Olympic Movement is not infallible and may
probably be influenced, every four years, by the professional, if I might say so, aspect of the Olympic Games. The Olympic Movement is something far larger than
the competitive side of the Olympic Games, much as the latter is thrilling. It could
be said, comparatively, that classical music is something much wider, more
constant and self-luminous than a music festival, even one of worldwide appeal
and excellence. Nowadays, more than any other time, it is necessary that the Mass
Media and their people, that is ourselves, the sports journalists, have as good and
informative relationship as possible with the Olympic Movement and with everything that occurs, positively or negatively, within it. The Olympic Movement is a
very important cause which, despite the exaltation and the visions, is not yet de-
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void of side-effects and elements controlled in various ways.
To totally embellish things could be considered as lack of realism or even as
hypocrisy and self-deception. The contribution of Mass Media and journalists to
the development and publicizing of the Olympic Movement works on a bilateral
basis: on the international - world level and on the local - national level. The press
ought to approach each issue concerning the Olympic Movement with awareness
of its responsibility and avoid slipping into rushed reactions, unsubstantiated judgements and populist behaviour. On the other hand, the duty of all those who, in
one way or the other, live and operate within the context of the Olympic Movement is to act in a crystal clear way, to be fully aware of their so important responsibility, to lack any kind of authoritarian tendencies and arrogance and to
make sure that their decisions and views bear witness to their impartiality and their
respect for the proper sense of Olympism. As journalists, we very well know that
in many cases aberrations and slips occur. In fact, the Olympic Movement acting
within a constantly evolving worldwide organization which is the International
Olympic Committee - and as we all know evolution does not always entail progress or the element of good - displays the negative elements of gigantism and
commercialization. Things were much simpler a 100 or 50 years ago, when, notwithstanding some ill-effects, the ideological structure of the movement was more
firm and solid than today. Consequently, the positive contribution of the press and
its people to the whole course of the Olympic Movement is daily, immediately and
organically linked to the Movement's own course and decisions. From bottom to
top, the hierarchy of the Olympic Movement should maintain sincere relations
with the press and accept well-intended and constructive criticism, whereas on the
other hand, journalists should stick to the generally accepted norms of professional
ethics and perform their criticism or make their comments after fully knowing and
considering the facts.
Being a Greek, I would not like to make, today, special reference to the fact
that the majority of IOC members denied the assignment of the organization of the
100-year Olympic Games to the city of Athens. Bitterness has caused heated attacks and comments in our country - this, however is not the issue today, as we
celebrate the day of the sports journalist. By that I mean that the journalist, one
way or the other, for one reason or the other, will necessary find himself facing situations within the larger context of the Olympic Movement and of the world or
local Olympic community. He must substantiate what he says or writes in such a
manner as to maintain his credibility and objectivity.
In the light of our experience of the seminars for young journalists from all over
the world, held at this place, in the International Olympic Academy, we can say without any reservation that a correct approach is achieved, especially by the younger
generation of press people, towards the concept of the Olympic Movement.
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In respect of the relations and the contribution of the press within the context
of the National Olympic Committees which are the carriers of the Olympic Movement, with understandable and, I think, normal variations in action, my 45-year career in the journalistic profession has convinced me that, on the national level, the
Olympic Movement ought, in order to receive a positive contribution from the
Mass Media and from their people, to sustain a relationship of continuous cooperation and sincere communication with the press. For instance, the meeting of the
NOC representatives with journalists in charge of the relevant news coverage
(even though there might not be any "hot issues" to announce or discuss) establishes a climate of understanding and cooperation. Journalists receive first-hand
information and offer immediate comments, whereas the national Olympic Movement receives the reactions of the public, is served by the journalists' judgments
and is assisted through the expression of opinions and views by people who, as
journalists, are obliged not only to record the facts but also to comment on them
in depth. My opinion is that such a mutually profitable model is not practised by
many National Olympic Committee. Yet, this is a correct course, leading to good
and positive results.
As long as we agree that the Olympic Movement, despite the storms undergone
within a constantly changing - not always for the better - world society, can benefit from all the press can offer in its field and from what its people can express,
then both sides, but the Olympic Movement in a larger degree, have first and foremost a moral obligation to show mutual cooperation and understanding without,
however, submitting to any dependence or transaction that can influence, directly
or indirectly, their stance.
By way of conclusion to my address, which dealt with an issue far from being
easy to tackle, in its practical rather than in its theoretical aspect, I will argue that
the primary duty of the journalist is to monitor and perhaps even check the effectiveness of paragraph 6 of the Fundamental Principles of the Olympic Charter, as
formulated in 1991. This key-paragraph specifies that "the aim of the Olympic Movement is to contribute to the building a peaceful and better world, by educating
youth through sport practised without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic Spirit". But what does this famous and much discussed Olympic Spirit require?
What must it express?
The key-paragraph of the Olympic Charter itself offers a most sufficient definition: "Mutual understanding within a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play".
Therefore, the practice of these principles determines the attitude and consequently the contribution of the press and of its people to the international Olympic Movement.
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT

by Dr John Talbot POWELL (CAN)

Introduction
Seventy-nine countries with a total of 185 delegates, of an average age of 28
years, were represented in the General Session for Young Participants at the International Olympic Academy.
Also, there were 12 lecturers and 16 Group Discussion Leaders plus 8 guests
making a total of 219 in attendance.

Discussion Groups:
There were 13 groups; 1 Russian speaking, 2 French speaking and 11 English
speaking. The Special Language for the 36th Session was Russian.
Due consideration and time were given to the composition of each group, ensuring that all groups had at least one representative from each of the five continents and a balanced number of men and women. Linguistic abilities and cultural
traditions were also dealt with, aiming to balance all of the groups. 15 to 17 representatives from different countries comprised the groups and all members remained in the same group for the duration of the Session. The groups were guided by Group Discussion Leaders, who met daily to maintain co-ordination and
continuity of the group work. Lecturers were invited to attend the discussions.
There were 8 formal sessions, for 1 1/2 hours at a time. Conclusions were prepared, agreed upon and typed by a secretary chosen from the group, who presented those conclusions to the general assembly at the end of each series of questions. The academic qualifications and wealth of experience of the delegates led
to a high level of vitality and excellent quality throughout. This is borne out by the
reports themselves, a summary of which is recorded here. The groups were divided into three different sets and each was responsible for a specific set of questions. The questions were discussed and formulated at a plenary meeting, held in
Athens, of the group discussion leaders, prior to the Session. The first and last
question of each set was common to all.
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First Series
The three sets of questions were as follows:
Set 1 — discussed by 5 groups
A. What is Olympism?
B. What were the main ideals and reasons for the revival of the modern Olym
pic Games?
C. Is there a link between the main principles of the Ancient Olympic Games
and the Modern Olympic Games of today?
D. Consider the role of the International Olympic Academy within the Olympic
Movement.
Set 2 - discussed by 4 groups
A. What is Olympism?
B. What is the relevance of Pierre de Coubertin and the founding members of
the IOC today?
C. What is Olympic Education?
D. What should be included in Olympic Education?
Set 3 — discussed by 4 groups
A. What is Olympism?
B. What is the International Olympic Movement?
C. How can we take account of different cultural traditions within the Olympic
Movement?
D. Compare and contrast the development of the Olympic athlete over the last
one hundred years.
First Series
Set 1, 2 and 3
Question A - What is Olympism ?
Each of the 13 groups answered this question. It is considered easy to give a
definition of Olympism but, Olympism itself is an evolutionary process: a rigid definition is unwise. However, all groups concurred that Olympism is a philosophy
of life, yet difficult to determine absolutely, as its interpretation is dependent upon
the individual's background and experience. Olympism is recognized as a harmony of ideas, ideals and action; it has no limits.
Various groups expressed Olympism as an ideology transcending religion,
race, politics and social status. It is seen as an expression of peace, ethics, harmony, tolerance, equality and friendship, all being components of a balanced life.
Olympism is epitomized by fair play and respect for others, being applicable to
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political as well as individual expressions. The Olympic Games are identified as
one aspect only of Olympism, being its physical and visible expression. Olympism
is seen as a global sharing of mutual respect and a spirit of perseverance in the
struggle for improvement of human relations.
Set l
Question B - What were the main ideals and reasons for the revival of the
Modern Olympic Games?
The revival of the Olympic Games was a culmination of many factors. During
the 19th century, a fascination with Ancient Times and therefore the Ancient
Games occurred; in addition, there was a renewed interest in and emphasis on the
educational value of physical education and sport in some countries. Through his
education and experience Pierre de Coubertin recognized that the French education system lacked this emphasis and saw sport as a means of improving the moral character of the youth of France.
He hoped that education through sport (both the practical and the philosophical aspects), would improve the overall welfare of the nation with higher learning,
individual physical excellence and spiritual balance, i.e. the balance of sound
mind and body.
Coubertin had a humanistic vision of using sport as a means of promoting
world peace:
"Let us export our oarsmen, runners and fencers into other lands. This is the
true free trade of the future and the day this is introduced into Europe, the cause
of peace will have received a new, strong ally",
Set 1
Question C — Is there a link between the main principles of the Ancient
Olympic Games and the Modern Olympic Games of today?
The link between the principles of the Ancient and Modern Games is slight, but
most prominent is the parallelism of religion - the worship of gods and goddesses
- in the Ancient Games and secular religion - as an ideology - in the Modern
Games.
Further, in each age the Olympic festival gives the possibility of achievement
and honour through athletic prowess and, both in the past and now, reflects glory
on the village, or, today the country through the victory of one of its young
people.
The reward system is similar with the exception that in ancient times the winner only was acclaimed. Both Olympic celebrations (ancient and modern) have
been and are regarded as the pinnacle of contest.
Fundamentally the principles of the Ancient Games and those of today still
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exist. Now they are being compromised by over-commercialization, or unwarranted growth, blatant doping and political interference. The principle of fair play and
competition has, to some degree, been maintained.
In Ancient Greece, time was measured in Olympiads, i.e. four years. This span
of time has been preserved in Modern Olympic Games.
Set l
Question D - Consider the role of the International Olympic Academy within
the Olympic Movement
The consensus was that the International Olympic Academy has an essential
role within the Olympic Movement; one of education and the dissemination of
Olympism and preserving the Olympic spirit throughout the world, in all cultures.
As an academic institution it provides opportunities for National Olympic Academies (NOAs), National Olympic Committees (NOCs), international Federations
(IFs), athletes, coaches, students, journalists and administrators to learn, research
and discuss the various aspects of the Olympic Movement, e.g. philosophical, historical and scientific, blending theory and practice. This academic activity takes
place within a continual atmosphere of international cultural exchange and understanding.
The International Olympic Academy acts as the educational arm of the Olympic Movement. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) does receive advice
on Olympism from the International Olympic Academy and acknowledges its significance within the Movement.
The International Olympic Academy provides support and guidance to NOAs
and encourages the establishment of these institutions in those countries who have
yet to create them. In addition, it should solidify the global communication between all NOAs to ensure the continual growth of Olympism.
Set 2
Question B - What is the relevance of Pierre de Coubertin and the founding
members of the IOC today?
Baron Pierre de Coubertin was primarily an educator and through the establishment of the Modern Olympic Movement attempted to fulfil his educational
purpose through the Games. His concepts of educational methodology, amateurism, cultural and artistic expression persist.
In his day sport found little expression in everyday life, being almost exclusively reserved for the Elite classes and was virtually non-existent in France. He saw
sport as a universal communicator and a medium through which people, and even
nations could be bound together, although the message may not be the same in
each case.
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Pierre de Coubertin extolled the concept of amateurism which for some time
was abided by. His ideas of art and cultural activities are now identified in Olympic music, the colours of costumes and flags, in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies as well as in concerts, art exhibitions and all the panoply of pomp and
overt forms of speech.
Some groups stated that "...the fundamental principles of the Olympic Movement are the same today as they were 100 years ago", and that de Coubertin's aim
of establishing respect and understanding guide today's interpretation of Olympism, and are thus relevant.
The code of ethics and the concept of universality remain as cornerstones of
the Movement. The very existence of the Games, in themselves, give solid evidence of the relevance of de Coubertin and the founding members of the IOC.
Set 2
Question C - What is Olympic Education?
"Olympic Education can be described as the heartbeat of the Olympic Movement. This heart must continue to beat or else the Olympic Movement will die. "
Ancient Olympia, 1996- Hamid Radjabi (IRN)
Olympic Education is seen as the increasing of awareness and understanding
of sport, Olympism and the Olympic Movement. It is a social project encouraging
individuals to learn, respect and live by the philosophy of Olympism, thereby growing as individuals. This was one of the main aspirations of de Coubertin.
Through Olympic Education not only individuals will develop but a whole nation.
It is applicable in all aspects of life, e.g. sport, art, literature and music.
It is the noble "school" of life: pure morals, fair play and respect of the humanistic approach while "fighting" against discrimination. It seeks the true unity of
body and mind.
Set 2
Question D - What should be included in Olympic Education?
When considering what should be included in Olympic Education two approaches were used: ideological and practical. The ideals which must be included
are universal peace, fair play, unity of body and mind, and respect of the environment. In addition, awareness of individual cultural traditions must be a primary
consideration. On the practical side, examination of the history and progression of
the Olympic Movement and Games should be included.
This Education can take place at any level; family, school, university, nationally
and internationally. Olympic Education programmes could include: Academies,
lectures, Olympic Days in schools and communities, sports events (e.g. Olympic
Day Run), courses, museums and publications. The programmes must be adapted
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to the individual culture.
Finally, one group felt that the media should take responsibility for promotion
of Olympic ideals as they are able to reach such a wide and varied audience.
Set 3
Question B - What is the International Olympic Movement?
The International Olympic Movement is the practical implementation of the
Olympic ideals, through a conglomeration of organizations and individuals; the
IOC, IOA, IFs, NOCs, NOAs, Olympic Solidarity, sports administrators, coaches,
athletes and educators, among others in the field of sport. Some of its ultimate
aims are global understanding, solidarity and peace through sport.
Nevertheless, the Movement reaches beyond sport and encourages all people
to strive for personal excellence. It draws its strength from the immense diversity
of cultures of the various nations and is an expression of internationalism. However, some felt that more emphasis should be placed on the integration of some indigenous groups' sports; at times the Games - the height of expression of the Movement - seem to be too Eurocentric.
There needs to be a balance of sports in the Olympic programme between
men's and women's events, team sports and individuals sports.
As the word "Movement" indicates, there is continual motion and growth in accordance with the social, political, economic and cultural developments in our
ever-changing world.
Set 3
Question C - How can we take account of different cultural traditions
within the Olympic Movement?
Some cultural traditions can create obstacles to full participation in a universal
Olympic Movement, these include religion, socio-economic and political circumstances as well as sexual or racial discrimination.
In looking for options that will allow adjustment and adaptation to these cultural differences, promotion of similarities will encourage a "coming together".
It is necessary to improve Olympic Education through international exchange;
open-minded young people need to be exposed to other cultures through interaction, thus overcoming historical oppositions.
Through expression in athletic, cultural and educational experiences within the
Olympic Movement, people are able to learn about, and often come to understand
and respect, the similarities and differences of other cultures. An important aspect
is the learning acceptance of cultural and linguistic differences. In this atmosphere
of respect and tolerance it will be far easier to realize Olympism's essence.
The celebration of either the Winter or Summer Olympic festivals gives ample
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opportunity to express, in vivid, visible form the cultures and traditions of the host
nation. In the Olympic Village the world's athletes come together and, particularly
after competing, there is much mixing and conviviality.
To have a full appreciation of differing cultural traditions it should be seen how
children of differing backgrounds play together. The educating of children, for
example between the ages of 8 to 12 years of age, creates an understanding and
respect for others - this is essential. Bias and prejudice will be eliminated. Of
course, adults should also be educated in similar fashion.
It is through the various elements of the media that stories of friendships made
are happily expressed for viewing and/or reading all over the globe. There is also
need for reciprocity in this matter of acceptance. Again, the various media can be
highly influential in this important quest.

Set 3
Question D - Compare and contrast the development of the Olympic
athlete over the last one hundred years.
There was agreement that the evolution of the Olympic athlete, within the past
100 years, is closely linked to the general social, economic and political developments within environments.
In 1896, Olympic sport was restricted to amateurs and there was no need to be
professional as sport was limited to the aristocrats, who had private incomes. Sport
was often considered a part-time endeavour. Today, sport has become accessible
to all. However, economic growth has also brought the dawn of professionalism
and commercialization. Furthermore, athletes may now be exploited for commercial purposes.
The structure in 1896 was simple: few events, small numbers of participants (all
of whom were male) and few countries. There was no straightforward method of
selection of athletes. In modern times the selection process has become complex.
As the Olympic administration has grown, so too have the Games, the number of
sports competing countries and numbers of participating women athletes. The athlete of today is now affected by external factors such as politics, commercialization, spectators, national expectations, increased performance standards, financial
incentives and the media.
The desire to win has become paramount and from this has come the development of sports science, nutrition, and psychology. The modern athlete is prepared for performance on a scientific basis and the consequences of winning or
losing are much greater today. This has contributed to the problem of doping. Today's athletes, in terms of their muscular development are far superior to those of
1896. In addition, training facilities and equipment have been revolutionized, leading to much higher standards of performance.
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The Olympic Games are unique and the intrinsic motivation to participate and
to do one's best remains unchanged from 1896 to 1996.

Second Series
There were 15 questions in this second cycle with one question common to all
groups, question J.
The three sets of questions for the second series were as follows:
Set 1 - discussed by 5 groups
E. What are the crises within the Olympic Movement?
F. Consider the impact of gigantism on the Olympic Games.
G. NOCs, IFs, and like organizations are bound by the legal jurisdiction of the
IOC according to the principles of the Olympic Charter. Are these conditions rea
listic for present times?
H. The Olympic Torch Relay has become a field of sponsorship and marketing.
What impact has this had on the structure and meaning of the Torch Relay and
what are the means available to strengthen the international character of the torch
relay today?
J. What will be your personal Olympic philosophy in the millennial year 2000?
Set 2 - discussed by 4 groups
E. Can Olympism represent universal values?
F. What is the role of fair play within Olympism?
G. Do the Olympic Games create a hierarchy?
H. What do you think about nationalism in the Olympic Games?
J. What will be your personal Olympic philosophy in the millennial year 2000?
Set 3 - discussed by 4 groups
E. What are the cultural, religious and social factors of women's participation in
the Olympic Movement?
F. Is there today a new concept of the role of women in the Modern Olympic
Movement?
OG. What are the considerations involved before a city bids to host an Olympic
Games?
H. How do you think Baron Pierre de Coubertin would feel if he were to be at
the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta, 1996?
J. What will be your personal Olympic philosophy in the millennial year 2000?
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Set l
Question E - What are the crises within the Olympic Movement?
The crises within the Olympic Movement mirror those in our own society. As
each nation's society develops, the Movement within that country is faced with the
inevitable task of adapting to the political, economic and social changes. The Movement is then faced with the following issues:
• political influence
• commercialization
• gigantism
• doping
• inequalities between nations of training facilities, technology, equipment and
administrative knowledge
• gender equity
• nationalism/chauvinism
• media domination
• loss of awareness of Olympism
When considering these dilemmas, it is essential to take into account the different emphasis each would have in either a developed or developing nation. It is
vital that there bextensive international communication between all members of
the Movement to combat these crises.
Set 1
Question F - Consider the impact of gigantism on the Olympic Games
Gigantism of the Olympic Games is the direct result of their immense expansion and continual growth of universal popularity. The greatest number of countries ever will take part in the 1996 Olympic Games. This leads to increased numbers of participants, officials, media personnel and spectators, larger sums of
money and more events.
Gigantism restricts the possibility of all nations being capable of hosting the
Games because of lack of financial support, and fosters monopoliztion by the media, e.g. influence over the competition timetable.
As this process continues, the importance of winning is predominant, hence
exploitation of the athlete by sponsors, governments, coaches and spectators and
corruption of the Olympic identity have occurred. Gigantism within the Movement
is dangerous and must be controlled. It is the responsibility of all the members of
the Olympic family to ensure that the integrity of the Olympic ideal is upheld.
Set l
Question G — NOCs, IFs and like organizations are bound by the legal jurisdiction of the IOC according to the principles of the Olympic Charter.
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Are these conditions realistic for present times?
The conditions laid out in the Olympic Charter for the NOCs, IFs and like organizations are basically realistic as long as there is recognition and acceptance
that the implementation of these conditions will be affected by the differing political, economical and geographical situations of each nation.
In addition, the conditions must be constantly evaluated in order to be compatible with the growth and development of society. Also, the IOC must be loyal to
its Charter as well as to the other organizations involved.
The essential elements are communication and exchange between all parties
involved. Some of the specific conditions are more realistic for one organization
than the other, i.e. blending sport with culture" is more applicable to the NOCs
than the IFs.
Some expressed a desire to see the creation of an independent body to advise
all parties, including athletes, on legal issues related to the Games and to guarantee that the Olympic ideals are upheld throughout the Movement, especially the
media.
Set l
Question H - The Olympic Torch Relay has become a field of sponsorship and
marketing. What impact has this had on the structure and meaning of the Torch
Relay and what are the means available to strengthen the international character
of the torch relay today?
It was strongly agreed that the Olympic Torch Relay is one of the most significant tools, within the Movement, to commemorate and spread the spirit of Olympism. It offers the unique opportunity for personal involvement to numerous individuals, especially those of the host nation and spectators at home.
-300Marketing and sponsorship were seen to often have a very negative influence on the Relay. However, if a strategy could be created to guarantee the use
of the Olympic ideals (within the propaganda and activities of the sponsorship and
marketing agencies involved), this would be of definite benefit.
To strengthen the international character of the Relay a number of suggestions
were decided upon:
• involvement of all five continents and transport of the Torch by land as much
as possible
• local Olympic Education activities organized simultaneously with arrival of
the Torch, wherever possible
• guidelines to be included in the Olympic Charter for both the Flame Lighting
Ceremony and the Torch Relay, to which all bodies concerned must adhere, in
cluding the sponsors.
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Set 2
Question E — Can Olympism represent universal values?
Yes!, was the unanimous decision of the groups involved. Each group reviewed its definition of Olympism from the first series of questions and agreed that
the intrinsic values of; fair play, integrity, mutual respect for mankind and nature
and harmony of body and mind - which are encompassed in various cultures,
education systems and religions - assure the universality and humanity of Olympism.
The mere fact that participants from all over the world could gather at the International Olympic Academy and reach a consensus on the meaning of Olympism illustrates that the philosophy is based on universal values.
Set 2
Question F — What is the role of fair play within Olympism?
Fair play is one of the main principles of Olympism. It is an attitude imposing
a moral standard of observance and practice, of not only the written but the unwritten rules: a moral and ethical code.
Fair play can be applied both in sport and throughout life, creating mutual respect among people. It is an action as well as a value that can be called the core of
an interdependent network of values of Olympism, as seen below.
Set 2
Question G — Do the Olympic Games create a hierarchy?
There is no aspect of life which can avoid a hierarchy, it is inherent in any society. The Olympic Charter is a recipe for hierarchy within the Olympic Movement;
the IOC, IFs, NOCs, sports themselves and their disciplines, individual athletes and
even corporate sponsors. All of these are reinforced by the slanted coverage of the
media. This hierarchy permeates the Games. The Games conform to it, but do not
create it.
It is not necessarily a negative aspect but it must be recognized and changes
made where appropriate to ensure that the Olympic values are properly reflected
by all.
Set 2
Question H - What do you think about nationalism in the Olympic
Games?
Whenever nationalism is considered, a distinction must be made between the
negative and positive aspects of this phenomenon. This can be identified as extreme nationalism and patriotism.
Nationalism in the form of patriotism is acceptable and to be expected; pride
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in representing one's country, expression of cultural identity and diversity and the
creation of national role models.
The alternative side exists with the negative aspects of extreme nationalism
which occurs to the detriment of Olympism; athlete exploitation, propaganda, discrimination and prejudice.
As seen from the positive and negative aspects, nationalism will exist forever
within the Games. However, the IOC should do all in its power to prevent the
Games being used as a platform for extreme nationalism. Through Olympic Education, and raising nation-wide awareness of Olympism, the negative aspects may
be lessened.

Set 3
Question E. — What are the cultural, religious and social factors of women's participation in the Olympic Movement?
One cannot ignore the fact that women's participation in the Olympic Movement parallels their position in society. Women have often been excluded from
decision-making roles in sport, as well as in politics, because, men have traditionally claimed these leadership positions.
It was generally agreed that cultural, religious and social factors are interrelated and have varying degrees of influence depending upon the society in which
one lives. The cultural, religious and social factors that help to define the role of
women in a given society revolve around the family, education, customs, economics and the type of society.
Other influencing factors include upbringing, attitudes and socio-economic
groupings and the perceived and traditional role of women within each society.
These restrictions are not always obvious. Our ability to recognize these features
depends upon our own culture's influence upon us as observers.
Religious influences and beliefs have imposed great obstacles for women to
overcome if they desire to participate in physical activities. Some religious customs
forbid women to expose their bodies, to compete in front of men, or even to receive the same education. These additional restrictions make it almost impossible
for women, in certain regions, to be involved at all.
The experience and options of the various group-members suggest that the
concept of a continuum be used to reflect the varying impacts on women's participation.
At one end of this continuum women are considered to be subordinate to, and
the property of men, giving women little freedom to pursue their own choices.
Participation in sport often requires the permission of ones husband or father and
this is often not forthcoming. Furthermore, religious doctrine expressed through
strict dress codes reduces the number of acceptable sports. Also, censorship
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through minimal coverage, and the refusal to permit male coaches further discourages participation.
Women's participation is influenced by the availability of resources; when they
are limited, emphasis is placed upon the education and development of only male
family members.
Further along the continuum, fundamentalist tradition only allows participation
which is deemed normal and moderate. In many countries participation appears
to be free from cultural and social bias; however, some consider women to be faced with conflicting standards, i.e. to be feminine while at the same time developing to level physical performance. Women may be required consciously to have
to choose between one or the other.
Finally, through education, women's opportunities in many societies have increased dramatically in the last 20 years, but the International Olympic Movement
has to take the lead in providing women with equal opportunities for both participation and leadership - all in the spirit of Olympism.

Set 3
Question F - Is there today a new concept of the role of women in the
Modern Olympic Movement?
The role of women in Olympic participation has evolved more in theory than
in practice.
Although in Ancient Greece women and girls had their own Heran Games, women were not allowed to watch the men's Games. When Baron Pierre de Coubertin revived the Modern Olympic Games he did not wish women to participate either.
"Coubertin felt a woman's glory rightfully came through the number and quality of children she produced, and that as far as sports were concerned her greatest achievement was to encourage her sons to excel rather than to seek records
for herself".
However, in 1900 women took part in two tennis events. From 1904 to 1928 a
few more events were added. 1928 saw women competing in Track and Field athletics. But even in 1968 the Olympic Games provided for only six sports in which
women were entitled to take part.
The last 28 years have seen the most dramatic increase in sporting opportunities for women as well as in leadership roles. This also applies to administrative
positions. In 1981 women were first elected to the IOC and in 1993 the first woman was elected to the IOC Executive Board. In the Atlanta Games of 1996 there
will be 97 events and 26 sports for women.
Admittedly the role of women in the Olympic Movement has changed in the
last 100 years. Women have become more recognized and influential in society ge-
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nerally and have assumed greater prominence in the administration of sports.
Scientific developments have encouraged more women to participate in sports
and as greater opportunities exist so women are making their presence felt in the
athletic world.
There is greater acknowledgement of women in coaching, medical services
and administration yet opportunities are still scarce even though advances in family planning and the sharing of domestic tasks allow women greater freedom to
control and direct their own involvement in sport.
Further improvements are necessary. The increasing number of choices made
available heighten pressure for women to select the roles most suited to attain a
balanced lifestyle.
Set 3
Question G — What are the considerations involved before a city bids to
host an Olympic Games?
This question is best answered in point form. A city must consider the following factors:
• There must be consensus of the community to host the Games.
• The city administration must have the encouragement and support of its own
National Olympic Committee and any relevant National Sports Federation.
• The city must be in a position to provide suitable accommodation for ath
letes, officials, VIPs, Press, radio and television personnel.
• The city must be able to provide for adequate television and press coverage.
• The financial capacity of the city to bear initial and current financial costs wi
thout burden to its citizens is vital.
• There should be both political and economic stability within the city and
community.
• Provision should be made by the city to find reliable sponsorship (or alter
native sources of financing) prior to attempting to bid for the Games.
• Concerning transportation of all forms; the capacity of the infrastructure to
provide the level of transport required is essential.
• The city should have an approved plan outlining intended developments to
roads, stadiums, the athletes' village and other major aspects or facilities.
• Adequate telecommunication resources are a necessity.
• What is the crime-rate in the city and surrounding area? Is security sufficient
and mobile enough to deal with any concern about visitor's safety?
• What is the city's record concerning human rights? Could problems arise be
cause of too much devotion to the preparation for the Games?
• What concerns are there, and can they be met, concerning all environmental
issues?
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• Will health-care services be adequate to meet anticipated demands?
• Will the city be able to sponsor all the necessary forms of cultural pro
grammes?
• Will the city be able to call upon qualified people with organizational skills
to form an Organizing Committee as well as technically qualified persons for the
various other aspects of co-ordination?
Set 3
Question H — How do you think Baron Pierre de Coubertin would feel if
he were to be at the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta, 1996?
It was felt that Pierre de Coubertin would be faced with strong and overwhelmingly mixed emotions if he were to attend the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta.
The size, grandeur, longevity and universal awareness of the Games, the philosophy and its symbols would cause initial astonishment followed by pride that
his dream had continued to grow in strength.
He would be amazed at the physical prowess of the competitors and the acceptance of the participation of female athletes as evidence of progress.
The presence of commercialization, doping, professionalism and the dominance of a "win at all costs" mentality would be an extreme disappointment to
him. Some groups felt his greatest disappointment would be the realization that
the Centennial Olympic Games were to be hosted by Atlanta, rather than Athens.
Set 1, 2 and 3
Question J - What will be your personal Olympic philosophy in the millennial year, 2000?
Some of the groups found it difficult to reach a conclusion and/or consensus
as they felt this to be a very subjective question. Of those groups that did, the overriding similarity was the will of all individuals to commit to work for the betterment of the Olympic Movement and the promotion of Olympism.
Other groups had specific aims for the Olympic Movement as it moves into the
21st century.
• to balance sports for men and women
• to adapt certain sports to reflect the true potential of women taking into
consideration their physiological differences from men
• to eliminate the use of drugs
• to emphasize the Ancient Greek philosophy of peace during the Games
• to ensure the Olympic Games and Movement grow from strength to strength
• to guard against political and financial influence and domination
• to preserve the unity of the athletic body and guard against some scientific
advancements
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• to ensure that the smaller nations are able to be included in the list of host
cities
• to place more importance on the Paralympic Games.
Few felt that the Games would continue to contradict the ideals and that ultimately the ideal would be abandoned.
Specific values were highlighted as the basis of many groups' thoughts: peace,
harmony, respect, equality, sharing, tolerance, joy, tradition, compassion and
friendship. One group's conclusions were summed up in a Maori proverb (the indigenous peoples of New Zealand).
He aha te mea nui o te Ao?
He Tangata, He Tangata, He Tangata!
What is the most important thing in the world?
It is People, It is People, It is People!
Finally, the one repeated theme through all of the conclusions was that of
peace, and one group added to the clarity of its unanimous thoughts with the following pictorial description of their Olympic philosophy in the millennial year
2000.
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Swimming Gala at the IOA swimming pool
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Address
by Mr Jean-Daniel Muehlethaler (SUI)
on behalf of the participants

Yassou, dear friends, buenos dias, ciao a tutti, bonjour à tous les amis francophones, a salam maleikum, konichiwa, nin-auh, privet, namate, and last but not
least, liebe Freunde.
Those are only eleven of many different languages spoken all over the Academy, all of which I unfortunately cannot speak at a very high level. But I can tell
you that for me personally, it is already enough and I think that it is very important
as well that we would be able to say just hello in five, ten or more languages. In
that way, people coming from 83 different countries will realize that at least people
speaking to them are trying to understand each other. Not only the language but
also - at least - different culture, political opinion, hitherto unfamiliar religion and
actually the human being him- or herself.
How boring would it be if everybody all over the world spoke the same language, how boring would it be if everybody ate the same food, had the same education system, the same way of building houses and, last but not least, the same
way of thinking about Olympism, the Olympic Movement and the subject we know
or better we knew best up to now - the so-called Olympic Games. Or wouldn't we
have any problems if we all thought about Olympism in the same way? Not easy to
answer. I am sure that we all have the same ideas and ideals, but probably not the
same final conclusions, especially on matters other than the Games.
It was interesting to hear, especially in our discussion-groups, the different opinions about the future of Olympism - even when the questions were not always
framed in that way. It was interesting to hear about our wishes, the more realistic
and the less realistic, the dreams, the hopes, the rational thinking and also the irrational thinking. Many people are said to be rational-thinking and I can tell you,
most of them are in a certain way of life - also me. But I think it should also be
possible to think irrationally, at least on certain subjects. And one of those subjects
could be the Olympic Spirit, Olympism itself.
We were talking in the last few days about, I would say, ideals, Olympic Ideals,
and we were sometimes brought back to reality by a smart Irishman called Brandon. I think everybody knows that those ideals would be very hard to reach,
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maybe impossible. 100 years ago - in 1896 - we were probably, as a matter of fact,
closer to those Olympic Ideals written in the Charter. But even in those old days,
they did not really attain them. Nowadays, the ideals of Pierre de Coubertin and
some of his friends have not changed while - and that's the point we have to realize - our society and the environment, which includes everything, has changed so
much that not all of us are able to follow it.
I am going to talk about two different approaches to ideas about Olympism
and all the subjects belonging to it. There is one way, letis call it a dream: a dream
of real Olympism, of coming together in the Games without any kind of commercialization or gigantism, nor luxury accommodations nor doubled TV-rights as
from Barcelona 1992 to Atlanta 1996. Those games would be only for those athletes who would like to participate and also to win because they believe in the spirit
of the games and nothing more. The other way is for sure the more realistic way,
which I also can accept, under certain circumstances. We are at the end of the
20th century, which means that we cannot close our eyes only because of the
ideals of Olympism. I can accept the Games as a part of the Olympic Movement
as long as I also accept big business as long as I try to be honest!
The Games of nowadays are so different from those of many years ago that the
space for an Olympic philosophy and a certain way of life would be very difficult
to find. If we really want to go back to the ancient roots of Olympism, we should
be able to realize that we are going away from reality. We probably cannot have
the Games as we will celebrate them in Atlanta 1996 - with the same ideals as they
had in 1896. The decision as to which may be the right one is up to all of us.
I'd like to come back at the end of my speech to the Academy-life and the time
we have spent in the last few days. I also want to speak about the wonderful experience all of us had. There was one question in the questionnaire we had to fill
in recently. It was about the increase in our Olympic knowledge after our days together at the Academy. What does knowledge actually mean? For me, and probably for all of us, it is not only knowledge about Olympism or the Olympic Movement; it is the experience of speaking to so many different people from so many
different countries. From Singapore to island state of Nauru, from Nauru to Canada, from Canada to Uruguay, from Uruguay to Nigeria, from Nigeria to Iran,
from Iran to India and from India to Italy and to Sweden. A journey around the
world.
Even if we had not have spoken about Olympism, we actually lived it in the
last days without any exception. I could not imagine it before when people told
me about this Olympic Academy in Greece. But I can tell you it is a highlight, in
spite of feeling helpless sometimes, when I realized that it is not that easy to speak
about Olympism and in the same minute to realize what is going on in the Games
and in our society. However, it is a good feeling to know that in every continent
of the world, you know at least one person standing closer to you who believes
in the same goals and that some of them may have the same dreams.
What else do we take home to our countries, or in other words, what are we
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asked to do in our own society? The main tool, I would say, is education in school,
at home with your family, or with your athletes as a coach on the field. That's the
place where we could at least try to contribute our suggestions: fair play, get to
know your body, to respect nature, to learn self-discipline, etc., things which are
not only useful in sports but also in the world after taking part in competitions, as
a manager of an international company, as a teacher for physical education, as a
family father/mother or as a speaker of a parliament somewhere in the world.
Now, I would like to thank the IOA and all the NOCs for sending us to this peaceful and beautiful place. I would like to thank also the Hellenic Olympic Committee and the IOC for their support and help. I would also like to thank you
young participants in the 36th Session in ancient Olympia. It is not easy for all of
us to come to this point of saying goodbye, and to go back in our mother culture
where everything is like it is, as we have been used to for the last, let's say, 25
years. Actually, I don't want to say goodbye, because I would like to see you again
somewhere, sometime. There is one word, but I actually did not want to use it because, as probably all of you realized while reading the participants' speeches of
1994, this certain word was already written down at the end of those two
speeches. But I can tell you, I cannot find a better one whether in French, German,
Italian, Spanish nor in Arabic or Chinese. So I will say again, So long my Olympic
friends, so long.
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Address
by Leslie Estwick (CAN)
on behalf of the participants

I am very happy to have been selected to address this assembly and to speak
on behalf of the participants.
As a representative of the participants I would first like to thank those who
have made our presence here possible by creating this opportunity, as well as
those who have supported us and enhanced this experience. Hence, I thank the
following:
- the Hellenic Olympic Committee
- the International Olympic Committee
- the International Olympic Academy (President, Dean and all of the staff),
- the speakers and lecturers
- our coordinators
- the interpreters, and
- our guides.
I would also like to thank you the participants, and I would like to tell you why
as I take a few moments to describe my IOA experience to you.
Here we are in Olympia - birthplace of the modern Olympic Games which I
have watched on television every 4 years since I can remember. It has been 18
years since my first (and only past) visit to Olympia. At that time, although I had
grown up involved in and exposed to many sports, I had no dream of becoming
an Olympian and in fact had no knowledge of what that could mean. Yet even
then I was inspired by this place.
Shortly after that time I began to compete in track and field, trying all events,
excelling in none, and hence ended up for a while in the heptathlon event before
focusing on high jump, long jump and 100 Hurdles. To my surprise, within two
years I had been selected for my first national team (1981). It was for a small dual
meet but I was very proud to receive what was to become the first of many Canadian uniforms.
Since that time, I have received many national titles and been selected to re-
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present Canada on many teams including Commonwealth Games. Pan-American
Games and World Championships. Notice that no Olympic team is included in this
list.
I have had a 15 year transition through participation for the love of sport and
movement to intense competition for high performance and international excellence. Many times I had been told that I didn't have the potential to be great. I had
been told that I was not tough enough, not aggressive enough, I was too soft, and
too nice to be a top athlete. But I persevered for personal satisfaction and the love
of my sport.
The eve before I boarded my flight from Canada to join you all here, I was
competing to reach a standard that might allow me to be selected to this year's
Olympic team. In what I now consider a valiant attempt, I was without success in
this, my fourth attempt to make an Olympic team, failing not to a superior opponent but to a standard that attempts to measure each person's ability to define
what is "good enough". I am now 35 years old and I do not think that I will try
again.
Why is this significant? Because of what I have learned with the help of you,
my friends. Until a few days ago (when I heard the speeches given by some of the
participants and spoke with a number of you), I did not believe that I was an
"Olympian". I have trained with world record holders, Olympic athletes and world
champions who were often my idols, yet I did not believe myself worthy of that
label.
I now, with your help, have changed my definition and I believe that we here
are all "Olympians". I have learnt that to be an Olympian does not require attendance at the Olympic Games. I also know, and perhaps deep inside have always
known, that
I would prefer to be known as an Olympian of the spirit,
rather than of the body;
as a person,
rather than an athlete,
as a champion of humanity
rather than a champion on the track or playing field.
And now as I return home and coach the young athletes in my nation's capital,
I will try to pass on this concept. When I am faced with an athlete who has not
performed as they had expected and in their minds have failed - I will remind
them of the person that they are and why they are there - it is not to win or always perform a personal best, but to participate for the love of the activity and the
spirit of sport. My voice will be heard by those most important to the continuance
of the Olympic Movement - today's youth. For I am not just a teacher nor are any
of you, we are all educators of the Olympic ideal and this is an immensely impor-
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tant role.
And now, here, in this place of such grand tradition, I challenge myself and all
of you to return home and to do whatever you can, in whatever small way to promote the ideals of Olympism. For we are many, and together can make a difference.
I hope that your experience here at the IOA has been, and will continue to be,
an inspiration as great as it was for me. And although I may not see you soon, I
know that I will think of you often.
I would like to close with a quote by Canadian Frank King, made at the closing
ceremony of the Olympic Games in Calgary,
"Remember today not as the end of our Olympic experience, but as a highlight
in our lives as we seek ways to make a better world."
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Address
by Mr Ahmed Has him (SUD)
on behalf of the participants

Kalimera, Good morning
Dear Mr President, Dean, Ephoria members, lecturers, honourable guests, brother and sister participants.
First let me start by thanking the Olympic Academy for giving all of us the
chance to be here together. Thank you my fellow group discussion leaders for placing your confidence in me to speak on your behalf. Thank you my fellow participants and lecturers for all that I learned and shared with each and everyone of
you.
Actually, I feel overwhelmed speaking at this forum in a year that marks history
for both the Olympic Games and the Olympic Academy. As all of you know it is
100 years since the revival of the Olympic Games in Athens and the 35th year of
operation of the IOA.
Let us all flash back and remember: Coubertin, Vikelas, Sloane, Brundage,
Killanin, Samaranch, Gosper, Anita DeFrantz, Filaretos, Amateurism, Commercialization, Harmony, Doping, Fair Play, Gender Equity, Mass participation, Peace, Gigantism, Diem, Ketseas, Szymiczek, Serpieris, Yalouris, Georgiadis, Powell, Olympic Education, Paris, le Havre, Baden Baden. Jesse Owans, Carl Lewis, Seoul,
Lillehammer, Barcelona. All and as many other are names, values, events and aspects that shaped the 100 years that renewed the Olympic dream.
Now, all of us here form an integral part of the Olympic Movement, without
you there will be no Movement, no pulse. Our shared mission is to give this positive impact needed. It is for us to bear the burden of casting the future; the message should echo the values of Olympism as Campbell from Australia says, the
motor of motion is the belief that we have and the dream we share. There is neither north nor south, nor east, nor west, the dream is one.
I hope that all of us have cherished each and every moment we spent together
in this spiritual power centre of Olympia, and that each carries seeds of values to
scatter them in our countries. The task is not easy but sticking to our values, ideals
and beliefs will ease the mission.
"We are the world, we are the Olympians, we are the ones who will make a
better future so let us start giving. There is a chance to make it, to make it for all
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lives."
Finally I would like to you President Serpieris, Dean Kostas, honourable Ephoria members, lecturers, secretariat staff, translators, Mr Fragoulis and his crew, I
would like to thank the whole Greek nation for the hospitality, care and support.
My I quote our father, Dr Powell, in a piece of poetry from his poem, Olympic
Friendship:
"We all know what we want, we all know what we need. We know it takes
some sacrifice, we fully know its creed for every little effort, for every handshake
meant, for every smile we give, for every help that's spent, we make our contribution. As we reach to show its worth and love brings folk together to achieve real
peace upon this earth."
I wish every one of you all the best and hope to see you soon. Thank you.
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Address
by Mme Youla Pipilis (GRE)
on behalf of the participants

President Serpieris, Dean Georgiadis, Members of the Ephoria of the IOA, Lecturers, fellow Coordinators, dear friends,
I feel honoured today, for not only was I invited to participate in the proceedings of this Session, but I have also been asked to make one of the two addresses, on behalf of the Coordinators.
Every year, the group of coordinators faces a great challenge. The challenge of
organizing the sport, cultural and art events, but most importantly, the challenge
of helping the people in our groups, all of you, to express your views, to learn
about Olympism, to want to become a part of the Movement.
Our reward, is seeing smiling faces around us after the events, hearing a silent,
shy member of our group suddenly sit up and give us a heartfelt opinion, feeling
that we have made a difference. We can only hope that we have succeeded.
We are fortunate in that this year marks the Centennial of the Modern Olympic
Movement. We have been able to discuss the past and the changes that have taken place to the present. What we must realize however is that we are all part of
the future. The Olympic Movement will survive and progress through the actions
of the people who believe it is a worthwhile cause. We are some of those people,
and it is up to each of us to live our lives in accordance with the ideals of Olympism. It is up to each of us to educate those around us, to spread the word.
Before I go on please allow me, on behalf of the coordinators, to express our
heartfelt gratitude to a man who has tirelessly dedicated his life to the Olympic
Movement and especially to the International Olympic Academy. A man who has
helped all of us who have had the honour to work with him, not only to disseminate the true meaning of Olympism, but to become better human being in the
process. This man is Dr John Powell. Dr Powell we thank you.
We would like to thank the International Olympic Academy, President Serpieris and Dean Georgiadis, for allowing us the privilege of being here. We would
like to thank the lecturers for presenting us with valuable information. We would
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like to thank the staff and the interpreters for their outstanding work. And last but
not least, we would like to thank you, the participants, for allowing us the pleasure of getting to know you. We hope that Olympia will always have a special
place in your hearts, and that we will meet again. Thank you.
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Address
by Mr Walter Borgers (GER)
on behalf of the lecturers

It was a great honour for me to be invited here and a great pleasure and inspiration to stay here. To express this and my thanks and the thanks of my fellowlecturers let me take a step back into history again.
To Karl Friedrich Schinkel, the great German architect of the first half of the
19th century, we owe a famous painting title "Blick in Griechenlands Blute" ("Vision of Greece's blossoming"). It shows an ancient Greek city of the classical period situated in a beautiful landscape and showing all its important parts: Agora,
Gymnasium temples, theatre, stadium.
The aesthetic clou of the painting, however, is that its foreground is dominated
by a huge building site of a temple showing in detail the building work in progress. I don't want to annoy you with a long interpretation of the painting, this has
been done on hundreds of pages elsewhere. But I would like to point out Schinkelîs message:
Build up a society that follows the principles of democracy, freedom and
peace.
And at this time it was the non-existing German nation and the rebirth of the
Greek nation he was pointing out in a Utopian and philhellenistic approach.
I think we all are sharing a "vision of Greece's blossoming" here: Olympia. We
will have to interpret it in a timely way to build our own Utopia. In my opinion it
can come true with small efforts and can be achieved in little steps and the key to
it is.
Participation
Participation in the joy of victory,
but also participation in the pain of loss and the sorrows of life,
participation in the pride of our neighbour,
but also in his problems and concerns.
In this sense we share some great moments of participation here.
For the Olympic Movement participation means integration
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Integration of minorities, integration of women, integration of the developing
countries, it also means the participation of different cultures and concepts of
sport. This should not only be beach-volleyball.
To come back to my lecture here at the Olympic Academy, I would like to express participation as a basic concept of Olympism in ardent words:
Let us share the Flame and help others to do so.
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Address
by Dean Konstantinos Georgiadis (GRE)

The closing of the Session marks the end of a cycle of celebrations for the 100th
anniversary of the revival of the Olympic Games and for the creation and progress
of the IOA in the last 36 years.
On the whole, celebrations covered a wide range of events and many aspects
of the Olympic Movement. However, the traditional Session for young participants, for you, that is, who are the basis of the Olympic Movement, has a special
significance for us.
It is open to young people with interests and an open mind, who are eager to
contribute to society. It tries to create incentives and conditions for cooperation,
involvement and life-long participation in the Olympic Movement. The 10 days
you have spent here at the Academy are certainly not enough for you to learn all
its facets. Nor is it possible to present in depth all the parameters and problems.
What we basically do here is just the beginning, a first step. It will be up to you,
in the future, to go deeper into the concepts you have been discussing in this
room and in the working groups, concepts like the pursuit of perfection, harmonious development of the body and the mind, virtue, rejection of discrimination,
equal opportunities, fair play, peace, internationalism, humanism.
Concepts which are in fact the essence of Olympism. What you have experienced, what you have felt, what you have created yourselves with your behaviour, during your short stay in the Academy's facilities.
Some of the participants have spoken to us of their pleasant and moving experiences from the Olympic Games. And as someone rightly said, "Olympism
means to share your experience with others". I believe that this is what we should
all do. Convey our experience, what we have lived here, to our country and working environment.
However, in order to prepare a better tomorrow, a more peaceful world, we
should start right here, at the point where the Session ends. Keep alive the friendships and relationships we have created. Make them stronger and provide the
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conditions for the future we all dream about.
It was truly rewarding for us to see you participate with so much interest and
enthusiasm in all the events. Many discussions took place in this room, which
were marked by idealism, as well as a critical spirit, with the advancement of the
Olympic Movement always in the forefront. You were also all present at the social
evenings and sports events and watched with considerable interest the films on
the Olympic Games.
I wish that you may continue your efforts in the future, with the same strength
and the same enthusiasm.
In conclusion, I would like to thank all participants for their attendance, the
heads of the discussion groups for their contribution and support to the Academy's
work, the lecturers for their outstanding presentations and all those who have helped make this Session a success.
Please allow me to thank most warmly the President of the Academy because
we have just completed this year an "Olympiad", four years of fruitful and
constructive cooperation.
I wish you a safe return to your countries and families.
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Abbreviations used
AFRIQUE / AFRICA ________________
Afrique du Sud / South Africa
RSA
Algérie / Algeria
ALG
Angola
ANG
Bénin/Bénin
BEN
Botswana
BOT
Burkina Faso
BUR
Burundi
BDI
Cameroun / Cameroon
CMR
Cap-Vert / Cape Verde
CPV
République Centrafricaine /
Central African Republic
CAF
Comores / Comoros
COM
Congo
CGO
Côte d'Ivoire / Ivory Cost
CIV
Djibouti
DJI
Egypte / Egypt
EGY
Ethiopie / Ethiopia
ETH
Gabon
GAB
Gambie / Gambia
GAM
Ghana
GHA
Guinée / Guinea
GUI
Guinée-Bissau / Guinea-Bissau GBS
Guinée Equatoriale /
Equatorial Guinea
GEQ
Kenya
KEN
Lesotho
LES
Libéria / Liberia
LBR
Jamahiriya Arabe Libyenne /
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
LBA
Madagascar
MAD
Malawi
MAW
Mali
MLI
Maroc / Morocco
MAR
Maurice / Mauritius
MRI
Mauritanie / Mauritania
MTN
Mozambique
MOZ
Namibie / Namibia
NAM
Niger
NIG
Nigeria / Nigeria
NGR
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Ouganda / Uganda
UGA
Rwanda
RWA
Sao Tomé-et-Principe /
Sao Tome and Principe
STP
Sénégal /Senegal
SEN
Seychelles
SEY
Sierra Leone
SLE
Somalie / Somalia
SOM
Soudan / Sudan
SUD
Swaziland
SWZ
République-Unie de Tanzanie /
United Republic of Tanzania
TAN
Tchad / Chad
CHA
Togo
TOG
Tunisie / Tunisia
TUN
Zaïre / Zaire
ZAI
Zambie / Zambia
ZAM
Zimbabwe
ZIM

AMÉRIQUE / AMERICA_____________
Antigua-et-Barbuda /
Antigua and Barbuda
ANT
Antilles. Néerlandaises /
Netherlands Antilles
AHO
Argentine / Argentina
ARC
Aruba
ARU
Bahamas
BAH
Barbade / Barbados
BAR
Belize
BIZ
Bermudes / Bermuda
BER
Bolivie / Bolivia
BOL
Brésil / Brazil
BRA
H es Caïmans / Cayman Islands
CAY
Canada
CAN
Chili / Chile
CHI
Colombie / Colombia
COL
Costa Rica
CRC
Cuba
CUB

République Dominicaine /
Dominican Republic
Dominique / Dominica
El Salvador
Equateur / Ecuador
États-Unis d'Amérique /
United States of America
Grenade / Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana
Haïti/Haiti
Honduras
Jamaïque /Jamaica
Mexique / Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Pérou / Peru
Porto Rico / Puerto Rico
Saint-Kitts-et-Nevis /
Saint-Kitts and Nevis
Sainte-Lucie / Saint Lucia
Saint-Vincent-et-les Grenadines /
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Surinam
Trinité-et-Tobago /
Trinidad and Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela
Iles Vierges / Virgin Islands
Iles Vierges Britanniques /
British Virgin Islands

DOM
DMA
ESA
ECU
USA
GRN
GUA
GUY
HAÏ
HON
JAM
MEX
NCA
PAN
PAR
PER
PUR
SKN
LCA
VIN
SUR
TRI
URU
VEN
ISV
IVR

A\SEE /ASIA_______________________
Afghanistan
AEG
Arabie Saoudite / Saudi Arabia
KSA
Bahrein / Bahrain
BRN
Bangladesh
BAN
Bhoutan / Bhutan
BHU
Brunei Darussalam /
Brunei Darussalam
BRU
Cambodge / Cambodia
CAM
République Populaire de Chine /

People's Republic of China
Corée / Korea
Émirats Arabes Unis /
United Arab Emirates
Hong-Kong / Hong Kong
Inde / India
Indonésie / Indonesia
République Islamique d'Iran /
Islamic Republic of Iran
Iraq
Japon/Japan
Jordanie / Jordan
Kazakstan
Kirghizistan / Kyrgyzstan
Koweït / Kowait
République Démocratique
Populaire Lao / Lao People's
Democratic Republic
Liban / Lebanon
Malaisie / Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolie / Mongolia
Myanmar
Népal / Nepal
Oman
Ouzbékistan / Uzbekistan
Pakistan
Palestine
Philippines
Qatar
République Démocratique
Populaire de Corée / Democratic
People's Republic of Korea
Singapour / Singapore
Sri Lanka
République Arabe Syrienne /
Syrian Arab Republic
Tadjikistan / Tajikistan
Chinese Taipei
Thaïlande / Thailand
Turkménistan / Turkmenistan
Viet Nam
Yemen / Yemen

CHN
KOR
UAE
HKG
IND
INA
IRI
IRQ
JPN
JOR
KAZ
KGZ
KUW

LAO
LIB
MAS
MDV
MGL
MYA
NEP
OMA
UZB
PAR
PLE
PHI
QAT

PRK
SIN
SRI
SYR
TJK
TPE
THA
TKM
VIE
YEM
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EUROPE __________________________
Albanie / Albania
ALB
Allemagne / Germany
GER
Andorre / Andorra
AND
Arménie / Armenia
ARM
Autriche / Austria
AUT
Azerbaïdjan / Azerbaijan
AZE
Belarus / Belarus
BLR
Belgique / Belgium
BEL
Bosnie-Herzégovine /
Bosnia and Herzegovina
BIH
Bulgarie / Bulgaria
BUL
Chypre / Cyprus
CYP
Croatie / Croatia
CRO
Danemark / Denmark
DEN
Espagne / Spain
ESP
Estonie / Estonia
EST
Finlande / Finland
FIN
France
FRA
Géorgie / Georgia
GEO
Grande-Bretagne / Great Britain GBR
Grèce / Greece
GRE
Hongrie / Hungary
HUN
Irlande / Ireland
IRL
Islande / Iceland
ISL
Israël / Israel
ISR
Italie / Italy
ITA
Lettonie / Latvia
LAT
L'ex-République Yougoslave
de Macédoine /
The Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia
MKD
Liechtenstein
LIE
Lituanie / Lithuania
LTU
Luxembourg
LUX
Malte / Malta
MLT
République de Moldovie /
Republic of Moldova
MDA
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Monaco
Norvège / Norway
Pays-Bas / Netherlands
Pologne / Poland
Portugal
Roumanie / Roumania
Fédération de Russie /
Russian Federation
Saint-Marin / San Marino
Slovaquie / Slovakia
Slovénie / Slovenia
Suède / Sweden
Suisse / Switzerland
République Tchèque /
Czech Republic
Turquie / Turkey
Ukraine
Yougoslavie / Yugoslavia

MON
NOR
NED
POL
POR
ROM
RUS
SMR
SVK
SLO
SWE
SUI
CZE
TUR
UKR
YUG

OCÉANIE / OCEANIA ______________
Australie / Australia
AUS
lies Cook / Cook Islands
COK
Fidji / Fiji
FIJ
Guam
GUM
Nauru
NRU
Nouvelle-Zélande /
New Zealand
NZL
Papouasie-Nouvelle-Guinée /
Papua New Guinea
PNG
lies Salomon / Solomon Islands
SOL
Samoa Américaines /
American Samoa
ASA
Samoa-Occidental /
Western Samoa
SAM
Tonga
TGA
Vanuatu
VAN
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