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FOREWORD

All the Sessions and Seminars organized by the International Olympic
Academy (IOA) this year were extremely successful and highly praised
by participants, lecturers and guests alike.
Special reference must be made to the President of the IOA, Mr Nikos
Filaretos, who has been offering his benevolent services to the Hellenic Olympic
Committee (HOC) and the Olympic Movement for the past 25 years.
During the Opening Ceremony of the 39th International Session for Young
Participants and in the presence of the IOC President, Mr Juan Antonio
Samaranch, the HOC President, Mr Lambis Nikolaou, representing the HOC,
presented Mr Filaretos with a prize for his long years of contribution
to the Olympic Movement. Moreover, the Vice-Président of the Russian
Olympic Committee, Prof. V. Rodichenko, representing the Russian NOC,
awarded Mr Nikos Filaretos the Higher Distinction of the Russian Olympic
Movement.
The basic subject of the Session was, like every year "Olympism", while its
special subject was: "The Olympic Ideal and Culture in the Global Age".
14 lecturers, seven guests, 26 coordinators, 182 participants, from 85 countries
and all five continents, 98 of whom were male and 84 female, and four IOA
scholarship-holders participated in the Session. The aforementioned scholarships
are granted in memory of the late IOA President, Mr Nikolaos Nissiotis, IOA
Vice-Président, Mr Kleanthis Paleólogos and IOA Dean, Mr Otto Szymiczek.
Through their lectures, the 14 Lecturers contributed a great deal to the
success of the Session, offering the Participants a wealth of knowledge and
information on Olympism and culture, always in connection to the phenomenon
of globalization.
The Session began with a lecture by IOA President and member of the
International Olympic Committee, Mr Nikos Filaretos (GRE). Mr Filaretos made
special reference to the current role of the mass media in the field of sports as
well as to the consequences of globalization in that same field.
The President of the European Cultural Centre of Delphi and the European
University, Prof. Hélène Glikatzi-Arwheiller (GRE) gave a clear picture of the
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close relationship between the Olympic spirit and culture as well as of the way
in which these elements can contribute to the greatest possible reduction of the
negative effects of globalization.
Prof. Nikolaos Yalouris (GRE), Former General Director of Antiquities of the
Ministry of Culture and Honorary Vice-Président of the IOA clarified the crucial
role the sacred sites of Olympia and Delphi played throughout Antiquity.
Mr Bob Elphinston (AUS), General Manager of SOCOG 2000, talked about the
preparations for the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney and the cultural and sports
programme. He gave a detailed description of the overall organization, the
facilities, the sports and competition schedule, the Olympic arts festivals and
generally of every sector related to the preparations for the Sydney 2000
Olympic Games.
Prof. Norbert Müller (GER), Professor at the University of Mainz and member
of the IOC Commission for the International Olympic Academy and Olympic
Education, emphasized the role that Olympism can and must play in the field
of education - the emphasis being on the local level - and the contribution of
Olympic Education to modern society.
Mrs Helen Brownlee (AUS), State Manager of the "School Sport Unit" in the
Department of School Education in New South Wales and member of the IOC
Commission for the International Olympic Academy and Olympic Education,
lectured on the concept of Olympic Education and its application in modern
society. She also mentioned possibilities of improving the ways in which
Olympic Education is applied nowadays, referring at the same time to the
framework for Global Olympic Education.
The President of the Olympic Academy of Central Africa, Mr Théophile Touba
(CAF) drew a comparison in his lecture between the traditional European and
African education with regard to the Olympic spirit. He also talked of the
relationship between the latter and the phenomena of globalization and
multicultural education.
Prof. Jim Parry (GBR), Head of the Department of Philosophy at the University
of Leeds, Great Britain, gave a lecture on globalization multiculturalism and
Olympism. After having presented in detail the various aspects and paramètres
related to these three concepts and the relationships that existed between them, he
referred to the notion of the philosophical Anthropology of the Olympics.
In his lecture on the educational aspects of the World Youth Games, the
Vice-Président of the Russian Olympic Committee, Prof. Vladimir Rodichenko
(RUS) talked mainly about the implementation of the Olympic principles in the
context of the Games and the quest for a more promising future through the
organization of similar events.
Mrs Nicole Girard-Savoy (SUI), Chief Project Manager of Olympic Solidarity,
gave an excellent presentation on her work at Olympic Solidarity. She also gave
a detailed description of Olympic Solidarity as an institution and its function and
role in the field of sport and Olympism.
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Prof. Shin-pyo Kang (KOR), Professor of Anthropology and Sociology at the
University of Inje, gave a lecture on local and global aspects of the Olympic
Games. Referring to the Olympic Games in Seoul and drawing a comparison
with the Olympiads that have taken place in other countries of the world, he
underlined the way in which the local element comes into play and influences
the global character of the Olympic Games.
In his lecture, Dr Holger Preuss (GER), Lecturer in the Faculty of Sport
sciences of the Department of Sport History and Sport Sociology in the
University of Mainz, Germany, presented the phenomenon of globalization,
mainly as an economic factor. After detailed reference to the funding sources of
the Olympic Games from 1972-1996, he examined the way in which
globalization influences the funding sources of the Games in our times.
Dr Naofumi Masumoto (JPN), Professor at the Department of Kinesiology of
the School of Science of the Tokyo Metropolitan University, gave a lecture
entitled: "Multidimensional Interpretations of Olympism: The Case of Sports
Films", in which he referred to the film history of the Olympic Games. His
lecture also included a short presentation of the contents of the Olympic films of
the period 1936-1989, and touched on the questions of criticism and
interpretation with regard to these films as well as the multidimensional aspect of
Olympism, as presented in them.
Finally, in his lecture, Mr Jean Durry (FRA), Director of the Sport Museum
of France, gave an account of efforts to organize cultural events within the
context of the Olympiads, from 1896, the year of the revival of the Games, right
through to modern times. In his lecture, he underlined the need for new impetus
to be attached to these cultural events, meaning that these events should become
as important a pole of attraction for the spectators of the Games as the sports
events.
Eight participants presented short papers during the Session. Eight participants
had the opportunity to present their personal Olympic experience based on their
participation at the Olympic Games to all those attending the Session. The
Olympic Museum representative gave an excellent presentation of the important
work of the Olympic Museum in Lausanne.
The participants at the Session were divided into 12 discussion groups,
two of which were made up of French-speaking participants and the remaining
ten of English speakers. Topics for discussion were given to the discussion
groups. These topics were divided into two circles: the first circle included
topics related to the basic subject of the Session, i.e. Olympism, while the
second included topics related to its special subject, i.e. the relationship
between the Olympic Ideal and culture, on the one hand, and between the
Olympic Ideal and globalization, on the other. The discussions held by the
discussion groups as well as the useful conclusions reached helped the
participants gain a better understanding of the topics under discussion and
other issues relating to them. In addition, during the course of the Session,
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workshops on Olympic Education and Sports Marketing were held, on the
participants' own initiative.
Apart from the works of the Session, the participants also took part
in painting, sculpture and dance activities and in sports competitions, thus
having the opportunity to reveal their talents and develop various skills. In fact,
during the course of the Session, the art and dance workshops together staged
an excellent art happening. Such happenings offer the participants the
opportunity to understand the nature of, and experience, the Olympic spirit.
This year's report, like all previous ones, contains also information on the
other educational activities of the IOA, which make an equally great contribution
to the promotion of the Olympic Ideal.
The 7 th International Postgraduate Seminar on Olympic Studies lasted
42 days, from 3rd May to 15th June 1999. The 27 students who participated in the
Seminar came from 23 countries and all five continents. Moreover, it was the first
time that students from Switzerland and Zimbabwe had participated in the
Seminar.
The 28 papers presented were well written, the subjects well treated and the
presentations very interesting, which provides yet further proof of the student's
high level of scientific expertise and their in-depth knowledge of the subject
of their studies. We should also mention that all the Students at the Seminar had
already participated in postgraduate programmes in their own countries.
The subjects they treated and discussed cover a wide range of issues related
to the ideals that prevailed in the field of sport in Ancient Greece, to Olympism,
the Olympic Movement and Olympic Education as well as to the problems
of modern society that arise from the domain of sport and the existing ways
of coping with them. The minutes of the Seminars, including the Students'
papers, amount to 1075 pages. The Postgraduate Students' papers will
be published in the report of the Special Sessions of the IOA.
The excellent Professors, who supervised the discussions at the seminar - ten
of them altogether, from eight different countries - were: Dr Ingomar Weiler
(AUT), Dr Ronald Kyle (USA), Dr Jürgen Buschman (GER), Dr Barrie Houlihan
(GBR), Dr Bart Crum (NED), Dr Klaus Meier (CAN), Dr Kristine Toohey (AUS),
Dr Bruce Kidd (CAN), Dr Robert Mechikoff (USA), and Dr Andreas Panagopoulos (GRE).
It is significant that Olympic Education was the special subject of the Seminar.
Two of the Students presented projects on Olympic Education and all of them,
with the discussion groups as their starting point, reached different conclusions
as to the ways in which Olympic Education could be promoted with regard
to school programmes. In addition, everybody referred to the place Olympic
Education occupies in his/her own country.
The 5th International Session for Directors of National Olympic Academies
lasted from 10th to 16th May 1999. Its special subject was: "Olympic Education in
Schools and Universities Worldwide".
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Officials from various National Olympic Academies took part in the Session,
where they discussed practical issues related to Olympic Education. The
participants presented that activities of their National Olympic Academies,
exchanged experiences and information on educational issues and built
up personal relationships which would facilitate their future collaboration and
the creation of a common communication network.
The number of the participants at the Session was 63, coming from
62 National Olympic Academies. Nine of them were Presidents, 14 Directors and
the remaining 40 officials of National Olympic Academies. Among the
participants were many educationists, experienced in the creation of programmes
on Olympic Education.
The five main lecturers of the Session were: Mr Anton J. Geesink (NED),
Mrs Susan Crawford (AUS), Dr Marc Maes (BEL), Prof. Kamel Benzerti (TUN) and
Prof. Jitendra Singh Naruka (IND).
It is also worth mentioning that 21 short papers on issues related to Olympic
Educational Programmes and the work done by National Olympic Academies
were presented by the participants.
The 4th Joint International Session for Educationists and Staff of Higher
Institutes of Physical Education lasted from 28th May to 3rd June 1999. Its special
subject was: "The relevance of Sports Education on the Threshold of the Third
Millennium".
84 participants from 51 countries and from all five continents took part in the
Session, all of whom are active in the field of education both on a school and on
a university level.
The eight Lecturers that made presentations analysing issues related to the
special subject were: Prof. Georgios Farantos (GRE), Prof. John Lucas (USA),
Mr Paul Lino Bugeja (MLT), Prof. Joseph Maguire (GBR), Prof. Bart Crum (NED),
Prof. Theodoros Avgerinos (GRE), Prof. Daniel Matamoros (HON) and Mrs Irene
Bournazos (GRE).
The 23 short papers presented by the participants were very interesting and
covered educational issues relating to Olympism in various countries of the
world. They also discussed issues concerning the importance of physical
education in the third millennium as well as the promotion of Olympic
Education and the Olympic Ideal in school and university programmes.
The 10th International Seminar for Sports Journalists took place in Olympia
from 1st to 6th June 1999. Its special subject was: "The Contribution of the Press
to the Fight against Anabolics".
The 37 participants came from countries from all over the world. The Seminar
was of a high level. Fruitful discussions were held and a number of questions
asked to the lecturers. This was the first time the journalists had been selected
by the National Olympic Committees themselves. The participants expressed
an earnest concern for the Olympic Movement as well as their willingness
personally to contribute to the spreading of the Olympic Idea.
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The Lecturers of the Seminar were: Prof. Christina Koulouri (GRE), Mr Petros
Linardos (GRE), Mr Jacques Marchand (FRA), Mr Nikolai Dolgopolov (RUS), and
Mr David Aikman (IOC).
The School Seminar of the Prefecture of Elis, held on a regular basis since
1989, has developed into a significant educational activity for 14- to 16-year-old
students. 108 students and 12 accompanying teachers participated in this year's
Seminar, which was organized in collaboration with the Department
of Secondary Education of the Prefecture of Elis. Ten groups of students were
created, which undertook to carry out various projects. The groups dealt with
the Olympic Games in Antiquity, their effects on the environment of Ancient
Olympia and the Museum of Olympic Games in Ancient Olympia. They also
prepared a radio sport on the Olympic Games and dealt with the ways in which
the construction of modern Olympic venues, the gathering of millions of people
to attend the Games, tourism in Ancient Olympia and the like affect the
environment.
The School Seminar of the Prefecture of Elis can set an example of seminars
of this kind for other Prefectures and schools to follow, not only in Greece but
also in other countries.
The 6 th Working Session of the IOA's Past Participants was held at the
Academy premises from 5th to 10th August 1999. This year, just like every other
year, the members of the Executive Board, to be in charge of the IOAPA for the
next two years, were elected. Mrs Laurel Brassey Iversen (USA), was re-elected
as IOAPA President, Mr Carlo Farrugia (MLT), as Vice-Président, Mr. Igor Lanzoni
(ITA), as Secretary, Mr Paul Baldaccino (MLT), as Treasurer, Mr Jörg Brokamp
(GER) as Website Officer, Mr Rusty Wilson (USA) as Newsletter Editor and
Mrs Youla Piplis (GRE) as Liaison Officer.
Apart from the standard procedures concerning the report on the previous
two years and the election of the new Executive Board, there were also paper
presentations as well as presentations on personal experiences related
to Olympic Education.
The participants discussed the issue of the Academy's promotion during the
Sydney Olympic Games and suggested that the IOA be represented in the
Olympic Congress, its work be presented in the Olympic Youth Camp and the
Olympic Village (through the distribution of T-shirts, pins, leaflets, etc.), and
pieces of art work made in the Academy be exhibited at the Sydney Arts Festival.
Soon, the IOAPA members will have their own web-page through which they
will be able to make their goals known to the public. It will be connected to the
IOA's website. Moreover, they are eager to contribute to any task undertaken
by the "Athens 2004" Organizing Committee to develop programmes on Olympic
Education.
This year Prof. Norbert Müller (GER), invited by the IOA for the World Seat
of Olympism, was in charge of the work of the Symposium on the subject: "The
Greek Cultural Inheritance and its Potential Impact on the Olympic Games
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of 2004". Twenty-three guests attended the Seminar. The Academy was
represented by its Honorary Vice-Président Mr Nikolaos Yalouris (GRE),
Mrs Fotini Karamanlakis (GRE) and myself.
The "European Sports Conference", organized by the Minister of Sports
Mr Andreas Fouras and the General Secretariat of Sport at the IOA, met with
great success. This event contributed to the promotion of the Olympic
Movement, thanks to the participation of European Ministers of Sports, European
Union Officials and other important personalities from the field of sport.
The participants at the conference, held at the Academy, which is perfectly
suited for scientific meetings and social events, were favourably impressed with
the Olympic Movement, the IOC and the IOA. During the opening ceremony the
IOA President Mr Nikos Filaretos gave a brief account of the Academy's work.
It should be mentioned that this year the GSS granted, for the first time,
50 scholarships for young people to travel to Sydney to acquire experience
which will prove very useful during the next Olympic Games. This announcement
was received with considerable enthusiasm by many of the participants in the
various Sessions and Seminars of the International Olympic Academy. This is
going to be first time the experience of one Organizing Committee will be
passed on to another.
To conclude, I would like to point out that the IOA is in a position to offer its
valuable services, thanks to the assistance of the HOC and the IOC, which have
never ceased supporting all of its activities throughout these past 40 years.
Dr. Kostas Georgiadis
Dean of the IOA
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LIST OF IOA ACTIVITIES IN 1999

April

Number
of participants

3-4/4
22-28/4
22-24/4
23-24/4
27/4-2/5
May
3-5/-15/6
7-8/5
10-16/5
10-14/5
11-15/5
15-17/5
18-23/5
28/5-3/6

Pallini primary school - Athens
Seminar for physical education
teachers from the University of Stockholm
Iolkos primary school - Greece
Italian cultural centre
Fifth international Symposium on conscience
and the original spirit of science - Brahma Kumaris
7th INTERNATIONAL POSTGRADUATE
SEMINAR ON OLYMPIC STUDIES
Leontion Institute of Athens
5th INTERNATIONAL SESSION FOR DIRECTORS
OF NATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMIES
Thessalie University of Physical Education - Greece
EU.NET ART
Corfu primary school - Greece
1st conference on sport and the European Union 4th
JOINT INTERNATIONAL SESSION FOR
EDUCATIONISTS AND STAFF OF HIGHER
INSTITUTES FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION

(100)
(18)
(51)
(53)
(130)

(40)
(140)
(67)
(15)
(37)
(3D
(300)

(90)

June

1-6/6
20-24/6
25-29/6
26/6-1/7
14

10th INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR FOR
SPORTS JOURNALISTS
International meeting for volleyball coaches
Albanian Olympic Academy Session
Seminar for pupils from the Elide region

(42)
(240)
(34)
(112)

Number of
participants

July
1/7
11-16/7
20/7-5/8
August
5-10/8
5-9/8
11-14/8
20-22/8
23-28/8
29/8-2/9

10th international philosophy symposium
4th seminar of the international institute
of political and economic sciences
39th IOA INTERNATIONAL SESSION FOR
YOUNG PARTICIPANTS
6th SESSION OF THE IOA'S ASSOCIATION
OF PAST PARTICIPANTS
Seminar for pupils from the island of Leros - Greece
Hungarian Olympic Committee
(visit of former Olympic champions)
Biopolitics International Organization
Session of the German Olympic Academy
Symposium on Olympic education — Prof. Norbert
Müller

(75)
(75)
(200)

(75)
(16)
(33)
(62)
(106)
(20)

September
5-9/9
10-13/9
15-20/9
16-20/9
23-26/9
29/9-2/10

Session of the Latvian Olympic Academy
5th International Symposium of the University
of Patras department of obstetrics and gynaecology
Deutsche Olympische Geselschaft
Session of the Czech Olympic Academy
General Assembly of the International
Union of Alpinist Associations (UIAA)
Annual congress of the Hellenic societies
of reconstructive microsurgery and hand surgery

(31)
(58)
(26)
(40)
(170)
(300)
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General view of the opening ceremony of the Session on the Pnyx.
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OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 39th SESSION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY
HILL OF THE PNYX
21 JULY 1999
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Officials present at the ceremony (from left to right): Mr Lambis Nikolaou,
President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee, Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, IOC
President, Mr Nikos Filaretos, President of the IOA, Mr Dimitris Avramopoulos,
Mayor of Athens, and Professor Eleni Glykatzi-Ahrweiler, President of the European
University.
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Address
by Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)

President of the International Olympic Academy

I wish to thank our distinguished guests for their presence here today,
at the opening ceremony of the International Olympic Academy's (IOA)
39th Session. But above all, I wish to extend special thanks to the President
of the International Olympic Committee, Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, for
his presence and unrelenting interest in the work and activities of the
IOA. The fact that during the 19 years of his presidency he has failed to attend
our annual ceremony only four times, is indeed significant.
On the threshold of the third millennium, the word "globalization"
is in he process of becoming a household term. A steadily growing number
of individuals or groups of individuals are talking all the time about
the globalization of everything, without really knowing the true meaning
of the word, without even attempting to find cases to which it applies.
This is the reason why we have decided at the International Olympic
Academy to include the consideration of the Olympic Ideal and Olympic
Education in the age of globalization as the main theme of this session.
Dear participants of the 39th International Session,
Over the next 12 days, in the idyllic and peaceful environment of Ancient
Oly mpia and the International Oly mpic Academy , we shall have
the opportunity with the help of distinguished professors and prominent
scholars of the world Olympic Movement, to study and analyse the topic
of the globalization of the Olympic Ideal and Olympic Education.
What do we mean with the term "globalization"? Is it achievable
and can it be applied to Olympic Education? Can the Olympic Ideal
be globalized and, if so, how? Will the different "cultures" from all over this
planet, the different society structures, religious and other prejudices allow
it? How can we move towards the globalization of Olympic Education
that will unquestionably bring the youth of all five continents closer
together?
These and many more questions will be put to us. Questions to which
answers should be given and conclusions reached which I will then convey
to the International Olympic Committee for further consideration.
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Dear friends from previous years, group discussion coordinators, thank you
for having responded to the IOA's invitation to assist in the Session's work.
Your help is valuable and we depend on it.
Outstanding lecturers, among which please allow me to mention first
Rector Mrs Heleni Glykatzi-Ahreweiler, president of the University of Europe.
The International Olympic Academy and the world Olympic Movement
extend their warmest thanks to you for your priceless contribution.
I wish you a pleasant stay in our country and fruitful days of work.
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Address
by HE Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch (ESP)
President of the International Olympic Committee

Here we are again on the Pnyx, a reminder of the history of this country, the
cradle of Olympism, at the traditional opening ceremony of the International
Olympic Academy session for young participants from every continent.
It is always a great pleasure for me to attend this annual gathering for the
young people we depend upon to carry on the task of promoting Olympism and
ensuring its continued good health in their own countries.
I should like to take this occasion to congratulate my colleague and friend,
Nikos Filaretos, on the excellent preparations for this session, and for his
contribution to the Olympic Movement.
The city of Athens, which is hosting us today, hosted the first Olympic Games
of modern times in 1896, and will be a host city once again in 2004, for the
Games of the XXVIII Olympiad.
Our Greek friends, recognizing their responsibilities, have launched a number
of projects focusing on education, culture and peace in parallel with the
preparations for the Games.
An Olympic cultural foundation was created by the ministry for culture,
in cooperation with the IOC and UNESCO, in order to highlight the cultural
aspects of the Olympic Games between now and 2004. In addition, next year the
IOC will be organizing an Art and Sport competition for Olympic athletes and
fine arts students from all over the world.
An international centre for the Olympic Truce, with its symbolic and historic
headquarters in Olympia and administrative branches in Athens and Lausanne,
will be operational at the end of the year, under the aegis of the IOC and
Greece's ministry for foreign affairs.
As far as Olympic education is concerned, several projects are under way,
including the publication of a manual for primary and secondary schools.
Unfortunately, the increasing number of wars waged around the world
on political, ethnic and religious grounds continues to plunge us into human
tragedies such as those we are witnessing in Kosovo.
For several years the IOC has been providing support through the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees by sending foodstuffs to children and
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sports equipment to refugee camps. We are continuing this policy with the
Kosovar refugees.
It was to a similar end that the IOC and UNESCO wishing to make a joint
contribution organized in Paris, from 5 to 7 July, a world conference
on education and sport for a culture of peace. The NOCs of countries involved
in armed conflict for various reasons have been invited to take part with a view
to promoting a culture of peace through sport and the Olympic ideal. The
Olympic Movement contributes, with its own means, so that human beings may
live together on this earth in a harmonious concert of their differences, but
in perfect equality.
All peoples possess a cultural heritage from which the values related
to tolerance, solidarity and fraternity emerge. Olympic education is founded
on these same values, and its purpose is to place sport at the service of the
harmonious development of humankind, with a view to encouraging the
establishment of a peaceful society concerned with the preservation of human
dignity.
Therefore, building a peaceful and better world through sport and the
Olympic ideal must continue to be one of the Olympic Movement's priorities.
To conclude, I would like, on behalf of the Olympic Movement to convey
my sincere thanks to the Greek government, in particular to the Minister
of Culture Mrs Papazoi, my colleagues, IOC members, Nikos Filaretos and
Lambis Nikolaou, the members of the Hellenic Olympic Committee and the
International Olympic Academy Ephoria, lecturers and staff for their contribution
to the development of Olympism.
I would also like to wish all participants a productive and pleasant stay
at Olympia.
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Address
by Mr Dimitris AVRAMOPOULOS (GRE)
Mayor of Athens

I am particularly happy to address the opening of the 39 th International
Session for Young Participants of the International Olympic Academy.
The theme of this Session in addition to being extremely important is also
highly topical in view of the action undertaken by Athens, the capital of modern
Olympism, in order to bring a new dimension to the Olympiad, a dimension
identified with ancient tradition which wants the Olympic Games to be not only
a sports institution, but also a deeply cultural institution.
I have often repeated that globalization is not an economic term but
fundamentally and at least equally a political and cultural term and that the effect
of globalization is to bring to the fore man as an individual and the cities, i.e. the
space where man exercises his right to life.
It is therefore necessary to create the conditions that will ensure a healthy
and constructive relationship between individuals and cities at world level.
We believe that the Olympic spirit can promote these conditions in the best
possible way.
For only the Olympic spirit can guarantee the equal participation
of individuals and civilizations in an international field of action and convert the
tough competition conditions imposed by the economy and trade into conditions
of constructive competition.
Our world globalized society can and should look for inspiration in the rules
of mutual respect and fair play furthered by the Olympic spirit, once they have
prevailed at the level of the Olympic Games and become an example for society
as a whole.
This is the major role and responsibility of Athens, to bring back to the
Olympic games the ancient and immortal Olympic spirit and to prove that these
rules can become a source of inspiration for modern man throughout the world,
irrespective of nationality, religion and culture.
The young people of the world, like you who attend this Session, with
their idealism and noble ambition to contribute to the common Olympic
ideal, will support our efforts, we are certain, so that in five years time
we can welcome you to Athens to celebrate all together, athletes and
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spectators, the great festival of peace, culture, the gathering of peoples,
noble competition and the sporting spirit.
In my capacity as the Mayor of Athens, the capital of modern Olympism,
I welcome to our city, the historic capital of Europe, our guests from all over
the world and wish them a pleasant stay in our country and fruitful days
of work during the Session.
Thank you.
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Address
by Mr Andreas Ath. FOURAS (GRE)
Under-secretary for Culture

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the members of the Olympic family
to Greece.
Here today, under the shadow of the sacred rocks where the Ecclesia of the
Demos was convened and as from tomorrow in Olympia, the birthplace of the
Olympic Spirit.
We welcome you to the most sacred sites of mankind with emotion as well
as pride.
The 39th Session of the International Olympic Academy in Ancient Olympia,
where historic time began, is being held at a time when history is holding its
breath.
The dawn of the new millennium is close.
The peoples of the earth are waiting for it with awe mingled with the greatest
hopes.
We live at a time which by its nature is revolutionary. Everything changes
at a speed that no one could have imagined a few years ago.
With awe and admiration we watch the achievements of science that breed
the greatest of expectations.
At the same time, however, before our very eyes, the social fabric
as we knew it is disintegrating.
The social effects of globalization are so catalytic and ever present that
despair and negation are growing.
As Pierre de Coubertin prophetically said one century ago:
" . . . The people feel the earth tremble under their feet . . . Around
them, everything moves, everything changes and in their perplexity they
look for those elements of moral fortitude that are scattered around the
world".
Today, when our world is being shaken by enormous social, cultural and
political changes, when very ancient and human values are being questioned,
who can doubt that the Olympic Spirit is one of the strongest elements of moral
fortitude?
Societies need institutions, people need faith, civilization needs visions.
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It is finally this great idea that converts teaching and sport into Paideia
(education), as conceived by the great teachers of mankind, Plato and Aristotle.
And this is where our duty lies, the duty of the Olympic family, and, above
all, the duty of Greece that will be staging the first Olympic Games of the new
millennium.
The duty to protect the Olympic Ideal and give back to sport the meaning
and significance it had in Ancient Greece, the meaning and significance it had
for Pierre de Coubertin.
I wish that the 39th Session of the International Olympic Academy, the last
of the current millennium is a historic one.
Olympism is both an institution, a faith and a vision.
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Address
by Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU
President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee

On behalf of all my colleagues of the Hellenic Olympic Committee
I welcome you to Athens and to Greece.
The proceedings of the 39th Session will be devoted to one of the most
widely discussed issues which concern the world today: the position
of the Olympic Ideal and Culture, in our times which have been irrevocably
characterized as the era of globalization, which unfortunately entails in many
areas a degradation of values.
The Olympic Ideal, as we all know, was the outstanding conception
of the Greek spirit that has spread throughout the world. Indivisibly linking
the sporting feats of athletes with ethics and virtue, it undoubtedly represents
a source of inspiration for noble deeds. The Olympic Ideal reflects the need
for high human ideals which man has the primary duty to respect for
the benefit of society as a whole.
Sport has become a system associated with huge interests of many
sorts all around the world. It has turned into a field of competition
between nations and races, an arena of confrontation among the economic
and commercial giants of this planet. Sport has moved away from its
revolutionary role in society. The meaning and significance which
the Olympic Spirit had in Ancient Greece should therefore be redefined,
a meaning and significance which Pierre de Coubertin tried to bring
back again by reviving the Olympic Games, but which is unfortunately slowly
fading away.
In a world that refutes the conquests of mankind, in a world
of technological frenzy and destructive weapon systems, a world that is not
interested in man or his needs, tearing him away from his ancestral home,
levelling any cultural diversity among peoples, there is very little we can
do to put a stop to this downward path towards the rejection of established
values, born from the struggle and sacrifices of so many generations.
Reflecting on the obligations that arise from our involvement in Sport, each
and everyone of us should try, to the best of his ability, to promote a new
level of quality and cultural achievement able to act as a catalyst on the
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unconcerned and reassured consciences of those who hold the fate of the
world in their hands today.
You, who take part in the Sessions of the International Olympic Academy,
have been entrusted with a large share of this effort by bringing to your
respective countries the knowledge and experience you have gained which
you will then convey to those who will take over from you and continue
to promote the principles of Olympism.
I leave you with these thoughts and my wishes for a pleasant stay
in Ancient Olympia and I now declare open the 39th Session for Young
Participants of the International Olympic Academy.
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Address
by Professor Dr Norbert Müller (GER)
On behalf of the lecturers of the Session

It is a great honour for me to speak to you on behalf of the lecturers of this
39th session of the IOA in such a famous place as the Pnyx of Athens.
You have all gathered here to study the Olympic history, but also the
questions concerning the Olympic movement at the IOA, the Summer University
of Olympism, just like thousands of young people before you.
You have also certainly become acquainted with ancient and modern Greece,
host of the 2004 Olympic Games.
In the year 1968, I would never have dreamt that participating at the IOA
as a young man would have changed my life to such an extent, and that today
I would be standing here in front of you as an academic teacher and would
be allowed to welcome you on behalf of the lecturers.
I tell you this so openly, so that you understand the chance that is lying
ahead of you during the next two weeks.
Living together with 200 participants from all over the world during the next
two weeks, discussing together, lectures on a multitude of Olympic problems
and personal meetings ought to be an unforgettable experience for you. Most
of the 6,000 IOA participants, taking part in the Sessions for Young Participants
from 1961-1998 have sensed their IOA participation as an enrichment, which
marked their life. Many have become protagonists of Olympism in their countries
and some have also become protagonists on the international scene.
The friendships you form under the symbol of the Olympic Rings in the
incomparable setting of ancient Olympia are a symbol for friendship amongst
nations and are the best form of practical Olympism. Directly next to the ancient
stadium of Olympia we will try to get to the bottom of the Olympic Ideal and
Culture in the Global Age. We, your academic teachers of this 39th Session are
curious to lead intensive dialogues with you. Every one of you brings along his
experience of life and your culture. If you look around and see the faces of the
other participants from all the continents you will certainly be looking forward
to the forthcoming exchange of ideas with excitement. The days we are going
to spend together in Olympia will also involve discussions of the reform effort
of the IOC and the Olympic Movement. Most of you have surely become
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acquainted with that and will be looking forward to the 39th Session of the IOA
with great excitement, in view of this aspect.
As you all know, this year in February, IOC President Samaranch held the
1st World Doping Conference in Lausanne where the common battle against
doping under the leadership of the IOC and the foundation of an international
doping-agency was resolved. The newly appointed reform commission IOC 2000
had its first meeting at the end of May. The fight against doping and reform are
closely linked to each other. In both cases the realization of the ethical claim
of Olympism is at stake. The future of the Olympic movement will also be the
main part of our discussions during the 39th Session. The chance of an Olympic
education under the most different conditions will be the subject of multifarious
lectures and seminars. Your cooperation and opinion during the seminars of the
39th Session will be of special importance to the current reform discussion. IOA
president Filaretos and I, as members of the IOC 2000 Commission, will study
your suggestions with great interest and will include them into the discussions
of the reform commission.
Finally, I want to assure you that all the lecturers will be at your disposal
to help you, also concerning specific questions and personal conversations.
We know from many former participants that they used the time in Olympia
as a starting point or extension for further Olympic studies, Olympia often being
the start of an occupation with an Olympic organization, e.g. with the National
Olympic Academy. We want you to profit, personally and technically, in the
greatest possible manner from your IOA participation. This also includes the
lecturers who want to learn from you the new generation with your different
view of things.
In this sense, let us form a good Olympic community.
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Address
by Mr Georgios Aidonis (GRE)
Mayor of Ancient Olympia

Ancient Olympia welcomes you with sincere feelings of friendship which
go well beyond the usual meaning of this term. Indeed, we are welcoming you
as members of our own family because you represent the great Olympic
Movement, you have undertaken the obligation of being the trustees of the most
sacred and all-human, athletic, social and cultural institution in our modern
world. We are all gathered here today in the most ancient cradle of the values
which the Olympic Movement represents, in the sacred land of Olympia which
has never ceased to convey to the whole world messages of peace, valour,
fraternity and fair play.
This place has acquired a very special significance in view of the Olympiad
of 2004. Now, the message of Olympia, shielded from excessive
commercialization shall mobilize all the centres which played a leading role
in the cycle of the ancient Games: Athens, Delphi, Olympia and all the other
places to which we owe the timeless splendour of the Games.
We hope that we shall be able to rely on the support of the International
Olympic Committee, on the support of the International Olympic Academy and
the involvement of its members in the initiatives aimed at enhancing and
revitalizing the Olympic Games which will be launched by them together with
the host city, Athens and other competent bodies in Greece. We also believe that
there is still time to launch similar actions at the Sydney Games in 2000. In this
way, we shall be able to stand proudly before the history we serve and the
modern Olympic Games in the 3rd millenium will develop a stronger healthier
and unbreakable umbilical cord with the loving womb of Olympia through
which they will be receiving its life-giving breath. I wish you the best success
in the work of this Session.
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Address
by Mr Dimitropoulos (GRE)
Prefect of Elea

It is a very special honour to welcome to this sacred place the distinguished
representatives of the world Olympic community. You who uphold the Olympic
Ideals and help the Olympic Games to play their cultural role in accordance with
their history and Greek tradition.
I would like to begin by quoting an excerpt from a text by Iseos which
describes in 11 verses the birth and significance of the Olympic Games. The
modern Greek translation reads as follows:
We should honour Heracles, Gentlemen, for many other remarkable deeds.
He was the first who, because of his love for the Greeks, gathered them all here
for until then the cities were fighting one other and after he had overthrown the
tyrants and suppressed violence, he established a festival which included
contests of physical strength, wealth and intellectual ability, in the most beautiful
place of Greece. And so the Greeks came here to see and hear these wonderful
things because they believed that this gathering would promote friendship
among them.
The wider interpretation of this text reveals the anthropocentric and global
dimension of the Olympic truce and the concept of man's aesthetic and cultural
development, through the practice of sport.
Here, in Ancient Olympia, man was able to discover for the first time his
human identity, laying the foundations of a new society with one single ulterior
aim: to bring people into contact with each other, allow them to get to know
and appreciate one another, on a person-to-person basis, achieving friendship
and trust so as to put an end to strife.
The ancient Greeks, in particular with the introduction of the Olympic Truce,
were able to create a perfect humanitarian civilization that reached
an unprecedented level of development, for which there is no parallel anywhere.
It is here that the foundations of a new society, the Olympic society, were laid,
a society based on peace, fraternity among the people, civilization, solidarity and
above all man.
Aristotle's political ideas found their first expression in the conscious
participation in civic activities, such as the games. Olympic victory symbolized
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the idea of perfect harmony achieved by a well-trained body and a healthy,
inventive and open mind: "mens sano in corpore sano". Sport originates in the
mind, guided by sound thinking, strong will, ethics, respect, esteem, critical
judgment with the aim of creating fulfilled individuals, endowed with virtue and
pursuing all the values of life. This spiritual dimension of man, expressed
as thinking, speech, vision and pursuits, is the force that drives the body,
animates and gives it strength. This is the sporting Olympic ideal that defines the
kalos kagathos, the man who is physically, mentally and intellectually whole and
preferably, handsome as well and original in spirit and pure at heart.
Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, as we approach the reality of today, let
me recall something from the history of the Olympic Games:
In the first Games, winners received material rewards; in spite of this, as time
went on, the interest of athletes began to wane. The oracle of Delphi therefore
advised the king of Elis, Iphitos to offer to the winners a wreath of wild olive
branches to encourage athletes to participate. Iphitos did indeed introduce the
wild olive wreath for Olympic victors made of the tree planted in Ancient
Olympia by Heracles.
This plain wreath was of priceless value to athletes. For this simple wreath,
athletes would come from all four corners of the Greek word to compete and
to win. This seemed so strange and senseless to non Greeks at the time that,
according to tradition, a little before the battle of Plataea, a Persian officer told
Mardonius, the Persian leader: "Mardonius, how do we expect to defeat these
strange people, these Greeks who do not fight for gold, but for a wild olive
branch?"
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are presently witnessing a peculiar Olympic
reality. The Olympic Movement has taken on worldwide dimensions, it has
grown tremendously and spread in an unbelievable way. At the same time
though, it has not managed to overcome some ideological problems which our
forefathers had solved thousands of years ago. Let us look, with the eyes of our
soul wide open at the grandeur of the Olympic Ideal, let us recall the words
of the Delphic oracle, let us return to the Olympic Games of the mind and body,
of the Kalos Kagathos. Let us be baptized again in the font of the Ancient
Olympic Ideal. This will have a highly beneficial effect not only on the Olympic
Movement, but on society as a whole, a society which promotes peace, fraternity
and solidarity.
I wish you, Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, every possible success
in your work and a pleasant stay in this hospitable land of Ancient Olympia.
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Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch during his speech at the opening ceremony on the
Pnyx.

Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU, President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee, opening
the Session.
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The IOA president, Mr Nikos Filaretos, during his speech at the opening
ceremony on the Pnyx.

Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU rewards Mr Nikos FILARETOS for the 25 years he has
devoted to the Hellenic Olympic Committee and the Olympic Movement.
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Professor Norbert Müller during his speech on behalf of the lecturers.

Mr Dimitris Avramopoulos, Mayor of Athens, during his speech at the opening
ceremony of the 39th International Session for young participants.

36

Mr Andreas FOURAS, Under-secretary of State for Sport, during his speech
at the opening ceremony of the 39th International Session for young participants.

A wreath is laid on the stele of baron Pierre de Coubertin, on behalf of the
lecturers, by Professor Nikos Yalouris, IOA Honorary Vice-president, and Professor
Eleni Glykatzi-Ahrweiler.
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The traditional souvenir photo on the steps of the IOA.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 39th SESSION
AT ANCIENT OLYMPIA

The opinion of the lecturers do not necessarily reflect those of the
International Olympic Academy.
Authorization is given to reproduce articles published.
We would appreciate it if the source of such articles were mentioned.
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CULTURAL CONTRADICTIONS AND
THEIR HARMONIZATION WITHIN
THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT
by Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)
President of the International Olympic Academy

There is no doubt that world society once again finds itself at a crossroads,
without any clear reference points that would allow it to safely maintain its sense
of direction.
We are moving into an era where ideologies and certitudes are crumbling.
The generations of the 18th, 19th and the beginning of the 20th century which is called the period of modernism — were able to rely on immovable
traditions during times of ideological certitude. Religious and political and
economical theories provided a valuable framework of values and models,
highlighting a clearcut collective course, which strengthened faith in man's
abilities and future progress.
Today, in postmodern societies we witness a receding of collective concepts
(religion, political ideologies, etc.), a loss of stable and guiding principles and
a variety of values and moral attitudes.
Modern man now has to decide alone on his course towards self-realization
which is a cultural must in view of the multiplicity of choice and the wide
freedom of action offered to him, without being able to rely on stable spiritual
structures and cultural reference points.
It is almost impossible to conceive this ongoing cultural process and where
it might lead to. The rules which govern man's life and thinking change and
evolve. We leave the world of definitions and move into another world where
uncertainty, strategy and innovation appear to be closely linked.
Understanding the effects of technological progress and its social impact
is therefore a major necessity, as well as a means of protection. World balance
depends less on will and central decision-making and more on extremely sensitive
mechanisms which regulate the planetary market and/or the globalization logic.
The mass media, television and the Internet are promoting a kind of mass
culture and the rejection of the values that permeated national cultures. This
situation increases uniformity, whilst destroying national specificities.
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Strong capitalist growth changes everything it touches into a commodity. This
exaggeration dismantles the old communities and turns human beings into
individualists. The lonely "globalized citizen" is the end product of the process
of cultural alteration in this world.
To handle the present situation, citizens need reference points, an identity
and the ability to understand the multiple changes and technological innovations
taking place around them.
The old values need to be replaced by substantial beliefs that will support the
new cultural parameters, as a means to overcome cultural problems and review
the modernization process throughout the world.
In previous centuries, humanism and the logic of truth have made man
"a measure of all things", the centre of the universe he was destined
to dominate.
In the 18th century, a new system of thinking, the democracy of literature,
gained prominence. All things that existed could be understood from the
viewpoint of logic. Rationalism reached its cultural peak and humanity was ruled
by logical laws. This development of logic created better living conditions.
Free from material needs, man could turn to culture and other intellectual
endeavours.
The liberal thinking of intellectuals and universal values - freedom, human
rights, democracy - marked a new era for world society at the end of the
19th century.
Baron Pierre de Coubertin, aware of the rapid changes of his time, the
increase in the number of international organizations, the development of new
communication media, the growth of world trade, international relations, the
exchange of cultural goods wanted to establish international competitions
by reviving the Olympic Games.
The Olympic Games soon became a part of each period's ideology, the
driving force of a humanist culture, deeply rooted in the customs and traditions
of nation states. Coubertin often referred to a healthy patriotism that meant
a recognition of the identity of others and respect for their traditions.
In this sense, sport is not just an instrument of education. On the contrary,
national sports systems, like the ones which existed in Europe at the end of the
19th century, became integrated in the world system of sport on an equal and/or
competitive basis.
Internationalism, as a principle of the Olympic Movement, was an element
of reference and equilibrium in the field of sport and intercultural relations.
Within this system, traditional contests as well as regional and national ones have
survived and deeply influence the life of every citizen.
What would happen if all these were dependent on a rigid and standardized
world education? The results can already be seen in today's societies.
As a reaction to this levelling of local traditions, we witness increased demand
for the recognition of a specific identity and a return to tradition. Fanatic
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outbursts of all sorts and nationalism are coming to the forefront once more,
fanning passions that focus on certain cultural traits.
The parade of national delegations during the Olympic Games is a symbolic
image of the respect for and not the disintegration of homelands, as Pierre
de Coubertin pointed out.
However, when too much emphasis is laid on the victories of a national team
by the mass media and the team is shown to incarnate a nation's primary
qualities then, paradoxically, sport seems to further nationalist passions. The
followers of groups who support extreme political views, are in a way
expressing their community's main values. Such behaviour can evolve into
frightful manipulation of their members, with well known results, which have
been adopted by 20th century totalitarian regimes.
Today, more that ever before, the athlete feels more strongly the social
hardships of his times. He sees sport as a basic means of survival and tries,
at any price, to become more competitive than his fellow athlete. Under such
conditions, the Olympian athlete, the winner at the Olympics, is no longer
a unique human being that belongs to all.
Our time is not a time of heroes, when Olympic victors placed glory above
anything else. Man is no longer the measure of all things. Olympic victors appear
lost, frightened, apprehensive and perplexed in the face of growing corruption
that devours the very essence of sport.
Within this environment where insecurity is predominant, a new way
of thinking is emerging. Deprived of a logical explanation of things and
as a result of the pressure put on them to maintain their competitiveness, athletes
turn to the artificial paradise of anabolic steroids, pharmaceutical substances,
drugs and parareligious associations. Sports officials feel jointly responsible
or unable to stop the downfall of sport that is about to turn it from a precious
source of educational values into a projection of all the negative phenomena
in our society.
The promotion of the Olympic Games by the media, combined with the huge
economic interests at stake have turned sports fans into followers and sports
officials into mouthpieces of social, political and economic forces and interests.
The image of the visionary philosopher Pierre de Coubertin seems faded today.
Leading figures in sport and the Olympic Movement are being accused
of unjustified arrogance which could not, under any circumstances, be identified
with the role of a model and the precious educational values of Olympism. The
aim of Olympism is to educate all aspects of the human personality, rejecting
any false system of power, as my predecessor and friend the late professor
Nisiotis wrote, both in sport and in everyday life, as it seeks the genuineness
of Olympic victory based on human perceptions and relying on mutual respect
and self-esteem imposed by the value of human existence.
It should also be stressed that in the times in which we live scientific training
and specialization are very important. Knowledge is produced at tremendous

43

speed and as a result no questions are asked about its humanitarian value. Sport
and the Olympic Movement have become an area of interdisciplinary research
and knowledge about man.
Interdisciplinary knowledge in sport, however, has a cultural value when
it is combined with man's quality of life and social progress. At this level,
Olympism appears as a means to overcome technocracy. Sports competition
always involves a contribution of the soul and the act never departs from its
deeper philosophical principles. The sporting feat, the athletic performance
is never a simple physical or biological activity. It is a dynamic blend of physical,
psychical, emotional and intellectual tendencies, to convert aggressiveness into
a creative force.
Unfortunately today, too many people are convinced that science does not
have much to give to man and to this planet, when everything depends on the
alliance between science, technocracy and a commercial conception of progress.
This becomes even more important when ecological disasters occur in the name
of scientific progress, when there are 1.3 billion people who live in conditions
of abject poverty, when the earth's resources are steadily being depleted and
scientific accidents cause the death of so many people and, above all, when tens
of armed conflicts have broken out after the end of the cold war around the
world, increasing this tendency towards self-destruction.
T h e r e i s a n i mp e r a t i v e n e e d f o r a " c u l t u r e o f p e a c e " t h a t w o u l d
be propagated through education, the effective respect of human rights, the
promotion of tolerance and cultural pluralism. As former UN Secretary General
Bouotros-Boutros Gali has emphasized, this is another field of action for
Olympism. Globalization should not rely on the worldwide expansion and
domination of telecommunications, computers, the media and markets. It should
be founded on an international conception of equal cooperation among people
and mutual respect. Education is the main pillar of sustainable peace. It offers
a great opportunity for the Olympic Movement to play a leading role
in "education for peace" programmes or programmes which promote the concept
of "truce", through its sports and cultural activities, by furthering its aims.
We should all be extremely careful as regards globalization processes
in sport. The aim of the Olympic Movement should not be to adulterate sports
and cultural elements. On the contrary, sports and cultural traditions should
be a source of mutual respect and cultural creation for globalized sport.
A very important question for us to ask is whether we should make a cultural
turnabout and look for forces that can create conditions for new ideal cultural
trends. Classical Hellenism and the humanism of previous centuries are
inexhaustible sources of inspiration.
They rely on a perception of man as an indivisible physical and psychical
whole. This perception is the backbone of Olympism's philosophy. In the
context of this philosophy, sport and education are directly linked to one
another.

44

Sport is a valuable source of ideals that should become part of daily life with
the help of education. The humanist and cultural value of sport should
be promoted through Olympism and the role of competitive sport in social and
moral development through the individual's contribution properly interpreted.
According to Pierre de Coubertin, sport can inspire the noblest on the most
lowly passions, be chivalrous or corrupt, vile or beastly, impartial and honest.
It can be used to consolidate peace or to prepare for war. Man is the measure
of all things and only he can contribute to harmony and balance on this planet.
As I do each year, here in Olympia, I cannot resist the temptation once more
to conclude this address with the following words of Pierre de Coubertin who
was speaking to the youth of the world, on 17th April 1927, in Ancient Olympia
on the occasion of the unveiling of the commemorative monument to the revival
of the Olympic Games.
"With this gesture by the Greek government, the initiative of reviving the
Olympic Games which it wanted to honour, has taken its place in history.
It is up to you to preserve it.
We have not worked - my friends and I - to bring back the Olympic Games
for you to turn them into museum or film objects or to see them taken away
from our hands by commercial or political interests. By reviving a twenty-fivecentury-old institution we wanted to initiate you to the religion of sport as it had
been conceived by our great ancestors. In our modern world, with its
tremendous potential, but still threatened by destructive compromise, Olympism
can be a school of chivalry and purity, of physical endurance and energy.
On the condition, however, that you will constantly elevate your perception
of sporting honour and disinterestedness to the same level as your muscular
strength. The future depends on you".
I think, that it would be sacrilegious to add even one word to these always
contemporary words of Coubertin:
I wish you a pleasant stay in Greece and fruitful days of work.
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THE SACRED SITES OF OLYMPIA
AND DELPHI
BY PROF. NIKOS YALOURIS (GRE)
Honorary Vice-president of the International
Olympic Academy

The Greeks' most distinctive feature has always been their passion for athletic
achievement and excellence; one could say that for them athletic achievement
was the start of everything. This conception prevailed as an axiom (a tenet)
throughout antiquity in the Greek world and can be found crystalised in one
of the most ancient texts of Greek thought, Hesiod's Works and Days. There the
poet speaks about the two aspects of Eris. According to him, one is destructive,
as it draws men into hateful war and division, while the other, just as old as the
creation of the universe, the first-born daughter of Night and Phanes,
is benevolent, urging men to compete among themselves, and thus to progress.
She urges the potter to compete with the potter, the mason with the mason and
the singer with the singer.
The spirit of creative Eris, who incited people to exercise and practise
athletics together, was very important, but only to the Greeks. Although it is true
that all the people on our planet have been taking part in sports activities and
contests, none have ever raised these activities to the level of an ideal athletic
achievement that is ingrained, in all the activities of the Greek, promoted
as an instrument of education, an education aimed at making man virtuous, fair
and generous, in god's likeness. Actually, the Greeks had the example of their
gods to follow since, as ancient sources tell us, the gods too competed in sports
contests in the Elysian Fields and in Olympia. One of their exploits was the
battle against the Titans and the Giants to ensure that reason and order would
prevail in the world they had created. Such was the importance the Greeks
attached to gymnastics and athletics that they believed that this activity had been
taught to them by Prometheus, the same divine benefactor to have offered them
the sacred fire.
A little before the dawning of historic times in Ancient Greece, at the
beginning of the 1st millennium, two important religious centres, among the
many scattered all over the Helladic region, gained prominence: Olympia and
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Delphi. Both were oracles and the seat of athletic contests. However, the
sanctuary of Olympia gave more emphasis to athletic performance and its
cultivation, whilst the sanctuary of Delphi's main mission was to assist cities and
individuals by its oracles. The music and poetry contests that were part of the
activities of the sanctuary dedicated to Apollo, the god of Music, served the same
purpose.
At that time when, according to tradition, Elis was ruled by king Iphitos,
a descendant of Oxylos and a contemporary of Lycurgos, king of Sparta, the
whole of Greece was being ruined by civil war and by epidemics which
decimated the flocks and destroyed crops. At this difficult time, as Pausamias
informs us (V, 4,5) it was Iphitos who asked the god at Delphi for a cure for these
troubles and they say, Pausanias continues that the Pythia instructed Iphitos and
the Eleans to revive the Olympic Games (cf also Strabo 8,9,33).
This is indeed astonishing information concerning the Pythian oracle;
it reveals, even at such early times, so much knowledge and experience on the
salutary effects of athletic competition and noble emulation for men's peaceful
coexistence and physical and mental well-being. It also shows an awareness,
already in these early years, of the positive influence man can have on the
animate beings living around him. In this way, the Delphic sanctuary recognized
the precedence of the sanctuary of Olympia and the city of Elis entrusted with its
care: it considered Olympia as the primary religious centre entrusted with the
promotion of the spirit of athletics throughout the Greek world.
Since that time, and for about 1200 years, Elis and Olympia devoted all their
efforts to this activity without fail, until the late period of antiquity.
Delphi, on the other hand, was acknowledged as the uncontested centre for
oracles and spiritual guidance. To the music and poetry contests originally held
by the Pythian sanctuary, gymnic and equestrian games would later be added,
modeled on Olympia's example. The other three panhellenic sanctuaries,
Isthmia, Nemea and Asclepios' sanctuary in Epidaurus, would do the same.
However, the reputation of the athletic contests of Olympia was unparalleled
and no other sanctuary ever thought of questioning its superiority in this field.
Despite the many particularities which distinguished Greek cities, religious
faith and piety as well as education were relatively homogeneous among all
Greeks. This was the strange image of the ancient Greek world: on one hand,
a strong individualism characterized people and cities, with deep contrasts and
harsh competition between them, but driven by unquenchable dynamism and
creative enthusiasm. On the other hand, there was a common language, shared
ideals and education and, above all, common heroes and gods as a unifying
force that bridged the strongest differences. This is the special position which the
priesthood occupied in Greece and the decisive role it played over its destiny,
as long as its members remained enlightened.
The uniformity and singularity of cultural life in the Greek world was
therefore the fruit of a close cooperation between all these major sanctuaries,
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and of course the smaller ones, since they consciously all served the same
purpose.
Very early then, already before 600 BC, the activities of these religious centres
were divided into three entities:
Firstly, the sanctuaries that cultivated the spirit of competition and athletic
feats, among which the sanctuary of Olympia was predominant;
Secondly, the oracular sanctuaries or mysteries, such as Delphi, Eleusis,
Dodene and others, whose main task was to provide spiritual guidance to the
people by cultivating intellectual and artistic achievement;
Thirdly, the sanctuaries dedicated to Asclepios, whose mission was
to preserve and restore the health of the faithful.
The aim of the three groups of sanctuaries was to develop good
and virtuous men, as perfect as a square, to quote Simonides, beautifully
proportioned, in body and mind, without the slightest defect, certainly meaning
the man of geometry and not the ageometritos, disproportionned in Greek,
who was refused access to Plato's Academy. There there was an inscription
on the Academy's facade that said: «µde aeµtt est». In other words,
no ageometritos, or disproportioned man, was allowed to enter. The square
man of geometry, geometrimenos, is the man who has been able to define his
own geometric species (form). He who fails is formless (aschemos); Greek
is in fact the only language where the word ugliness (deformity) also means
having no shape.
Marsias becomes formless (aschemos) as a result of his arrogance in competing
against Apollo in a music contest. The flaying that was his punishment meant the
loss of form. The removal of his skin which determined his form and identity
turned him into a shapeless mass, a formless creature; this was the tragic
consequence of his arrogance that was cruelly punished by the gods.
These facts, that we have mentioned briefly, also reveal another aspect
of the Delphic sanctuary's mission and purpose. It was different from the other
agonistic sanctuaries, because its aims were not restricted to the narrow
c o n f i n e s o f t h e G r e e k w o r l d , b u t e x t e n d e d w e l l b e y o n d i t , a i mi n g
at a geographically larger and timeless universality. This universality had been
permeated by the Greek perception of life and Greek education, as shaped
in the panhellenic agonistic centres, making the Greek world the worthy
promoter of this grandiose plan, entrusted to Delphi and the other oracular
sanctuaries.
Precisely because of this difference of mission between the oracles and the
agonistic sanctuaries, pilgrims, officials and rulers from all over the neighbouring
countries, in addition to the Greeks, would come to Delphi in search of advice,
as their precious votive offerings, that came to light in this sanctuary, testify.
On the contrary, only Greek citizens, those who would later carry the Greek
education model to the whole universe, were allowed to compete in the
panhellenic games.
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We can therefore say that if Delphi was the navel of the earth, as the Greeks
used to contend, Olympia was the primary agonistic center, the navel
of Hellenism.
The unity, affinity and cooperation that existed among all sanctuaries
is also shown by the fact that although each had its own special mission —
Delphi to deliver oracles, whilst promoting music and poetry as well, the
sanctuary of Isthmia to promote music and literature, together with the fine arts,
painting in particular, and the sanctuaries of Asclepios to restore or maintain
health - at the same time they included the activities of the others, and above all
they cultivated the spirit of athletics by organising gymnic and equestrian
contests in the sites especially provided for that purpose, the stadium,
the palestra, the gymnasium, the hippodrome, the theatre.
Indeed in Delphi, in addition to the other gymnic and equestrian contests that
were staged in the sanctuary, music contests, mainly for guitarists, held every
four years after 582 BC, were most prominent. Since the 5th century BC,
intellectuals went to Delphi to display their talent. Some time later, contests for
poets and writers were also introduced.
Gymnic and equestrian as well as music contests were also organized at the
sanctuaries of Asclepios.
In Olympia, on the other hand, contests for heralds and trumpeters were also
held. Furthermore, it was the meeting place for the leading philosophers, poets
and other intellectuals and artists who presented their creations to a highly
cultivated and very demanding Greek public.
The most important aspect, however, of the work of these sanctuaries was
that the different kinds of contests that were held there were not just a feast for
the eyes or ears. They were organized under the supervision of the priests
through the command, one could say, of the Olympian gods, and this is why
they took place within the sanctuary's sacred precinct. This means that they were
in fact a ceremony, a religious act, intended to awaken and develop in man the
inexhaustible physical and mental forces that lie within him to make him free
and fulfilled.
There was no room for rivalry among the sanctuaries as they carried
out their high mission; on the contrary, during their lengthy lifespan, they always
cooperated closely and mutually supported one another in their
work. This was due to the fact that each sanctuary was working, individually and
commonly, for the education of the Greeks, by cultivating the spirit
of competition in all forms of contest.
This was also the reason why the priests of the different religious centres
made certain that the scheduling of their contests would not coincide.
At the same time, cooperation between all the centres reflected the
respect of the whole Greek world towards them and the rules governing
the games and, above all, the respect of the Olympic truce, from the day
it was announced before the games until it ended. The rare cases when
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it was violated, during the games' existence, which lasted for more than
a thousand years, provide confirmation of its panhellenic impact.
Even the great powers of the times (Sparta, Athens, the Macedonian state
under Philip's rule) could not avoid the consequences when a city or individual
citizen ignored the truce. Let me mention a number of cases.
When, in 421 BC, Sparta violated the truce and invaded the land of Eleia with
2000 men (Xen. Hell. C 2,23), she was punished by the sanctuary of Olympia
with a heavy fine. When that same city asked for the support of the Delphic
sanctuary, its advice was that she should comply and pay the penalty imposed
on her.
Moreover, during that same Olympiad at which no Spartan was allowed
to compete in the games, when the old Spartan nobleman Lichas, dared to cheat
the Hellanodikes and take part in the quadriga race, entered under the name
of the city of Thebes, he was punished with flogging, according to the rules
on sanctions, in front of all the Greek spectators.
The king of Sparta at the time, Agis, suffered a similar humiliation (Xen. Hell.
C2, 22) when he was not permitted to perform a sacrifice on Zeus' great altar,
because Sparta had not complied with the sanction imposed on her by the
sanctuary.
And when some Macedonians robbed the Athenian Phrynon during the truce,
Philip, the king of Macedonia (Aeschines 2, 346) immediately asked for
forgiveness and even gave a generous compensation to the victim, while paying
personally the relevant fine imposed by the Olympic Boule.
Another time, when the Hellanodikes had imposed a severe fine on the
Athenian Kallipos for having bribed his opponents so that they would allow him
to win the pentathlon event (Paus. V, 21, 5), the Athenians sent to Olympia their
brilliant orator Hypereides to mediate for the lifting of the sanction. Their request
was, however, rejected. When the Athenians persistently refused to accept the
sanction, the sanctuary of Delphi intervened again and forced them to comply,
forbidding them to come to it for an oracle as long as they failed to pay the fine
imposed on them.
The Greek priesthood and the whole of the Greek world showed the same
respect for the great religions of their neighbours, without any sentiments
of rivalry. The deep respect expressed by many great Greek philosophers
(Thaïes, Anaximandros, Solon, Herodotos, Plato, etc) for these religions
is characteristic, emphasizing what they had learned from the priests of Egypt
and the other Eastern cultures.
The ease with which the Greeks integrated foreign divinities is also
worth noting, and this already since classical times (Bendis, Isis, Mithras, etc),
without the slightest negative reaction on the part of the sanctuaries. The
last confirmation of this climate was the altar to «the unknown god» seen
by Saint Paul in the Agora of Athens, which he attributed to Christ and his
new religion.
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For we should keep in mind that a common feature that linked the
sanctuaries and all men of culture in Greece was religious tolerance and the
absence of any fanaticism about questions of religious faith. Greeks never
believed that they held the monopoly of truth.
All ancient Greek sanctuaries went through a period of expansion, followed
by a deep crisis. There were accusations, especially in later years, about bribes
given to the Pythia, in order to obtain a favourable oracle, or, for the support
of tyrants or with respect to the sanctuary's odd attitude during the Persian wars.
Whether or not such accusations were true, the fact is that Delphi's activity and
political influence began to dwindle as from the 4th century BC.
The sacrilegious invasion of the sanctuary by the Phoceans in 356 BC
is indicative. The sanctuary was freed some time later by Philip the Macedón,
a fact which his archenemy Demosthenes exploited to accuse the Pythia that
it was speaking under Philip's dictation.
Moreover, many philosophers of the time criticized and censured the
alteration of the games' character and professionalism that had already appeared
at the end of the 5th century BC.
However, the ideal of balanced training, the symmetrical cultivation of the
body, mind and soul, was still extolled by Plato and Aristoteles in the 4th century
BC as well as by their disciples.
For most athletes the games remained a means to educate their soul, not
an end in themselves. This is why many Greeks who had been proclaimed
winners in Olympia in their youth distinguished themselves in politics, military
life, the letters, sciences and arts as mature men. Plato himself had competed
as a young man in Nemea, in the wrestling event, and was proclaimed
a winner.
The spirit of fair play and the glory of athletic achievement and victory
remained alive until the late Roman period and the wild olive crown was
believed to be more valuable than life itself. This is also confirmed by a plain
funerary stele of the 3rd century AD that was discovered in Olympia. It was
dedicated to an athlete named Kamelos from Alexandria and the inscription
reads: Kamelos from Alexandria, a boxer and victor at the Nemean games
died here in the stadium, while he was competing, after he prayed to Zeus to give
him either the crown or death. He was 35 years old. Farewell.
Once the practice of athletics had become established as an ideal and spread
to the East by Alexander the Great and to the West by the Romans and the
Greeks in the colonies, Greek culture and language, as well as the spirit
of contest, any contest, had become the property of the world. And as soon
as Roman citizenship was granted to all the subjects of the huge Roman empire,
in addition to the Greeks, Romans and Egyptians, Armenians, Cappadocians,
Spaniards, Syrians and others vied for the Kotinos (the wild olive crown) and
were often proclaimed Olympic champions. The games evolved into a world
festival.
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The Athenian thinker and teacher Isocrates had already declared at the end
of the 5th century BC that Greeks were not only those who were born of Greek
parents, but all those who shared Greek education. After the panhellenic games
were stopped in 393 AD, the spirit of athletics and the literary, artistic and
scientific achievements of the ancient Greeks, far from being forgotten, were
a source of new inspiration and new achievements throughout the Middle Ages,
both in the East and in the West. We should not forget the numerous warrior
saints like Saint George, Saint Demetrios and others who achieved magnificent
feats slaying wild beasts and monsters, like the Lapiths, Bellerophon and
Heracles in ancient times. The return to Greek antiquity would gain new
impetus, first in Byzantium in the 12th century and later in Italy and the whole
Western world.
The rising interest for Greece and the West's new approach to its civilization
culminated in the 19th century with the systematic excavations that were carried
out first, and this is indicative, in the two main sanctuaries, Olympia and Delphi.
The impact of the German excavations in Olympia, the main phase of which
was completed in 1881, was tremendous, not only because during these seven
years, unique monuments and artefacts were found or located in the sanctuary,
but also because the excavations were accompanied by interpretative
publications that became a model for archaeological research in general.
With similar consistency the French archaeologists brought to light, studied
and published the results of their finds in Delphi. Worth noticing also is the
extraordinary work of the Cultural Centre of Delphi, since it was founded
in 1977. The impact of the revival of these two cultural centres, Delphi and
Olympia, had a direct bearing on another ideological educational movement that
had its roots in the Renaissance: the revival of the Olympic Games. The first
attempts to bring back to life the games and the sporting ideal could already
be observed in the 16 th century not only in Greece, but also in England,
Germany and France. They grew in importance, finally leading to the first
international Olympiad in 1896, under the inspired leadership of Vikelas and
Coubertin, to become in our days the most significant athletic and cultural event
of this planet.
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THE OLYMPIC IDEA AS A VEHICLE
OF CULTURE IN THE GLOBAL AGE
BY PROF. DR HELENE GLIKATZIARWHEILER (GRE)
President of the European Cultural Centre of Delphi
and of the European University

Dear friends, your journey is a symbolic one. You have come from all four
corners of the world to Athens, and have visited Delphi on your way
to Olympia. This triangle (Athens, Delphi and Olympia) symbolizes and typifies
the essential ideas of this civilization we have inherited from Greek and Roman
antiquity - a civilization which has consecrated the European spirit, noble
struggles in the arena and fair competition in life. That is the message
of Olympism. But also the message of democracy based on freedom and
recognition of the equality of all citizens, except women of course in those
ancient days!
Equality in the eyes of the law, equality under the political regime, equality
with regard to origins and equal freedom to speak in public - isonomia,
isopolitela, isêgorla and isogonia: these were the four foundations of Athenian
democracy and education.
The Delphic idea of a harmonious world revolving around the centre of the
earth, the omphaios of Delphi, under the gaze of the God Apollo, is symbolized
by the Delphic hymn: emulation, freedom and harmony — universal values which
have a decisive influence on all of man's cultural endeavours, wherever he might
be, and whose practice will always be an act of virtue that distinguishes man
from the animals and brings him close to his fellow human beings
(synanthrôpos).
I must say that the word synanthrôpos exists only in Greek. In English we say
"fellow man" etc. It is precisely this virtue that brings man closer to God, enables
him to overcome his own nature, tame nature, respect the achievements of the
other, and collaborate with others in the interest of the common good:
a commendable task for any man worthy of the name, wherever he might
be, whatever his origins, and whatever his aim. This is what Plato was
advocating when he said that we should take care of our souls. It is also the aim
of the philosopher when he teaches virtue, the aim of which is always
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educational. I would immediately add that the educational problem faced by the
ancient Greeks can be summed up in a single question: is it possible to teach
virtue, or is it simply an innate predisposition possessed only by a lucky few, the
nobility, those born of a good family?
The sophists and sophist philosophers were the first to claim that it was
possible to teach virtue. It is in fact on the basis of this conviction - that virtue
could be taught to all, regardless of their origins, and could therefore
be consolidated with practice - that the Athenians had founded their
incomparable democratic regime. Sophist teaching consists of an exercise of the
mind and of intellectual agility.
Sport in antiquity closely followed in terms of importance, and complemented the intellectual exercise. Sport, athlêma in Greek, is derived from the
word athlos, which is an essential condition for the formation of every person's
character, but it also the foundation of coexistence with others. This coexistence
is based on two pillars: on the one hand, common recognition of the rule,
or conditions which rule the practice of virtue and sport and, on the other hand,
optimal performance by each and every one in his chosen sport, with the aim,
firstly, of achieving perfection and finding fulfilment in it, but also of carrying out
a fair comparison of his own performance with that of others who share the
same values and ideals. The spirit of Olympism offers every man the conviction
that the best performance is the fruit of the labour of the best, which in turn
fuels excellence. This notion of performance is considered in a global
perspective, i.e. a perspective which incorporates the performances of the soul,
the mind and the body, parallel to each person's true potential. Democracy thus
enables us to practice and live all freedoms. Sport, for its part, which in Olympia
enjoyed ideal conditions for putting virtue into practice, represents a legitimate
and rational exercise in democracy and freedom.
Peace - being at peace with oneself and with others - is a precondition for
the practice of sport and the exercise of the mind, body and soul. We might add
that the Olympic Truce, namely the enforcement of peace and calm, is perhaps,
along with democracy, the greatest idea modern humanity as a whole has
inherited from ancient Greece. It is precisely of this idea of calm and peace,
respect for democratic principles, in other words respect for the other
as an equal and autonomous individual, that the greatest social harmony is born,
which in turn, in the eurythmy of serene forms, is a source of artistic creation
in a world at peace. Might I note, in passing, that the notions of freedom, peace
and harmony are condensed, in secular terms, into the principles which have
always and everywhere represented the sine qua non condition of every
civilization, irrespective of the place or historical moment of its emergence.
As a result, the contribution of Olympism, as an idea and as a way of putting
virtue into practice at the level of humanity, is clear. But how can these
undeniable foundations of universal virtue - freedom, emulation, peace,
harmony - flourish in a globalized, yet morally fragmented universe, in a world
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that is internationalized, but egotistically a prisoner of base interests and slogans
inspired by religious, political, cultural and sometimes racial diversity?
In the immense village that is modern planet earth, the helplessness of those
who wish to take up the challenge of globalization on a daily basis, creates
a need to escape towards local cultural systems. The slogan "small is beautiful"
is a response to the challenge of "global village". This is how we see the arts
in so-called post-modern societies, in its post-modern expression.
Postmodernism is a return to traditional forms, with themes and contents which
are firmly rooted in a precise cultural heritage: that of the creator of the work
of art and his group. This rejection of globalization and internationalization often
results in bringing together little groups of each category around common
interests and benefits, which causes rivalry in their relations with their immediate
neighbours — who in turn have created another group, a different social set.
The Cain syndrome of brother killing brother is apparent above all between
neighbours who often have common cultural characteristics, but do not share the
same economic interests, as the tragic events in the Balkans, India and the far
East confirm. In summary, I would therefore say that globalization and internationalization are not succeeding, perhaps owing to the materialistic nature
of their networks which are essentially technological and economic, in putting
across the message of solidarity, peace, respect for others and for universal
values. At this stage, I would like to make a distinction between the terms
universal and international, global and world-wide. Only the universal is a virtue.
These networks are therefore not able to understand the universal values which
make life a God-given gift, these values which antiquity has bequeathed
to us, and which education teaches us, constantly referring to physical exercise,
fair play, self-improvement, or in other words virtues which were first
established in Olympia, through the Games. Modern Olympism must safeguard
these virtues by respecting the spirit conceived by baron Pierre de Coubertin.
I would remind you that the revival of the Olympiads by Coubertin was decided
at the Sorbonne, a temple of knowledge and teaching, the Alma mater which
I was honoured and thrilled to preside over for more than a decade.
When it was revived, Olympism was from the very beginning intentionally
given two basic attributes. Firstly, it was indivisibly linked from the outset
to a world-wide educational mission, since, and this is the second attribute
of Olympism that was highlighted at the Sorbonne congress, Olympism was
open to the whole world as demonstrated by the participation of representatives
from more than 80 countries and the inclusion of the word "international" in the
title of the Games Committee when the latter was constituted. At this stage
it might be worth underlining the fact that the IOC along with its national
antennae is one of the first organizations - and I am not sure if it might not
be the very first - to include the term "international" in its official title.
But, in order to place this decision in the broader historical context of the
time, we should recall that international gatherings, with political aims, such
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as the "Internationale Socialiste", or social aims, such as International Women's
Day, international exhibitions, etc. had acquired a generally recognised status
and position, which reveals the desire of societies, at the end of the 19th century,
to establish cross-border networks to solve problems, which from then on would
affect humanity as a whole. This global notion of humanity is a 19th century
concept. Within such a context, Olympism certainly expresses a need for synergy
to achieve this ideal which does not simply apply to a certain category
of individuals, but to all and for all, without any boundaries or distinctions an ideal which is the foundation of humanity. We are now broaching the
essential, indeed I would say unique, educational value of Olympism, namely
the fact that it applies to all, without exception, from the moment women were
allowed to participate in Olympic Games and functions.
Today, when the rhetoric of human rights cannot prevent most of the
population of our planet from being excluded from important and essential
matters, the principles of tolerance, recognition of the acceptance of all preached
by Olympism, enables us to claim that Olympism is certainly the biggest and
only school of thought in the world which is called Olympia and represents
a prize for education and virtue which leads to equilibrium and civilization. The
fact that the rules of sport can be understood and respected by all inhabitants
of our earth, irrespective of their education, language or historical origins,
in my opinion is proof of the universality of sport, seen as a sublime act
of surpassing oneself, or equally as an act of civilization. Participation in fair
competition, without aiming to win at all costs, permits the best to win, not
through warlike gestures or blind force, but in the peaceful arena of competition
that is free of antagonism. To my eyes, soldiers who destroy cities and
civilizations are not heroes. For me, only those who fight for mankind and its
rights should be called heroes.
Strange though it might appear, these are not the words of someone living
in our times, but those of Voltaire who as you know lived at the beginning
of the 18 th century. I chose to quote the opinion of this French philosopher
to emphasize the fact that today the notion of the hero and of the exemplary
man for the youth of the world has become identified with sporting
performance. This statement of fact perhaps constitutes, at least this is
what I believe, the greatest truth in our civilization which is tending to
become a planetary civilization. I do not consider the large economic and
technological network which increasingly highlights the elitist nature of
globalization as either innocent or anodyne, anymore than I do scientific
progress, which represents both hope for positive achievements, especially in the
field of medicine, and the prospect of total destruction, if not of the universe
certainly of life on our planet and of the earth's natural resources. But I do
consider, and am convinced of the logic of my reasoning, that any work, any
action, any thought even that contributes to strengthening links of
solidarity, cooperation, peaceful cohabitation and fair competition between
men sharing the same ideal of what
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constitutes a good deed, of eurythmy, happiness, of all that is beneficial for them
and for their group, community and fellow men, is a cultural achievement.
Almost without intending to, I have thus spoken of the attributes
of Olympism which was consecrated by the pioneers of this idea during
antiquity and taken up again by the reviver of this ideal who devoted his heart
both metaphorically and in reality, as you know, to all that is great and beautiful,
or in other words to the spirit of Olympism: Coubertin.
Let us conclude that in the history of man's perpetual fight for more
humanity, for man has always fought for humanity, the Olympic idea, despite
the difficulties it has already experienced since antiquity, for I do not believe that
the problems have only emerged today, and despite the distortions it is subject
to today, (we are all aware of the type of scourges that threaten Olympism at the
moment), today, despite all these problems linked to our times, Olympism
remains the only force capable of attracting the support of the world's youth.
The five rings, emblem and symbol of Olympism is the most widelyrecognised symbol throughout the world. It is better known than the cross or the
crescent. Sport is the only human activity that does not kill, for religions do kill
as you know. It is the only human activity that does not destroy the
environment. Science destroys the environment as you also know. It is true that
Olympism today tends to destroy its servers, i.e. the athletes, organizers, etc..
Each period in history receives the Olympic Games it deserves. The Games
organized by Coubertin in 1896 with Viélas and his collaborators, at a time when
there was no radio or television, and photography had only just been invented,
could not be the same as the Games held today, at a time when the number
of spectators in the stands is infinite compared with the millions of participants
who follow the Games on TV from the comfort of their armchairs. The moral,
economic, commercial and other spin-offs of this situation are well-known to all.
Some speak of organizing the Games only for television, i.e. without any
spectators, except during the symbolic procession for the opening of the Games
and the flame ceremony. But, for Olympism not to become a symbol of sport
alone, I believe it is high time that is was accompanied by cultural events and
competitions, as it was during antiquity.
I hope that we will live to experience such an Olympiad, steeped
in Hellenism, in 2004. It would certainly provide the clearest and most tangible
possible confirmation of the planetary dimension of the right of man, of any
man, not only to a dwelling place, not only to having respect for the other, but
also to having a role in terms of cultural and artistic creation. I invite you, the
youth, to explore and propose solutions in order that the cultural Olympiad may
always have Olympia as its starting point and young people as its driving force.
This is the only way we can breathe new life into the eternal flame of Olympism
and remember that just as we used to share bread, today we must share respect
for others, knowledge and the arts.
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE SYDNEY 2000
OLYMPIC GAMES - CULTURAL AND
SPORT PROGRAMME
BY MR BOB ELPHINSTON (AUS)
General Manager, Sport, SOCOG

Australia enjoys an outstanding reputation as a member of the Olympic
family and as a very strong contributor to the Olympic Movement since
1894.
Australasia (representing Australia and New Zealand) was present at the
meeting of 14 nations in the Sorbonne University in Paris on 23rd June 1894
which lead to the revival of the Olympic Games of the modern era and the
formation of the International Olympic Committee.
In 1956, Melbourne hosted "the friendly Games", the first in the
Southern Hemisphere, and a games remembered for the change in format
of the Closing Ceremony. A 16-year-old boy, John Ian Wing, had
written to the Organizing Committee suggesting the athletes should
march into the stadium as one group, in order to show the world the
unification of the athletes from all nations and make a show of peace and
friendship.
Sydney has long held an interest in bidding for the Olympic Games
and in the 1980's Brisbane bid unsuccessfully for the 1992 Olympic
and Melbourne bid unsuccessfully for the 1996 Games. Finally Sydney,
on 23rd September 1993 beat Beijing in the final round of voting at the IOC
Session in Monte Carlo — 45 votes to 43, to win the right to host the
Summer Olympic Games of the XXVII Olympiad in 2000. Thus Australia
becomes one of only five nations to have hosted the Summer Games
twice — the others being USA, Great-Britain, France and Germany. Greece
will join this celebrated group of nations when Athens holds the 2004
Olympic Games.
Given its proud Olympic record, a reputation as one of the most
sports-loving nations in the world and a record of successfully hosting
many international sports events, Sydney committed to the Olympic
Movement "to stage the athletes' Games".
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SOCOG - The Organization
The Sydney Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games (SOCOG) was
established under an act of parliament by the New South Wales State
government as a statutory authority of the Government. A board of 15 directors
representing the IOC, AOC, Federal, State and City Governments and the
Business/Sporting Community of Australia is responsible under the terms of the
host city contract for the organization of the Olympic Games for Sydney.
The new government, has by virtue of the bid commitments, underwritten the
financial viability of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. The new government has
established the Olympic Coordination Authority (OCA), an organization within
government, reporting to the Minister for the Olympics to be responsible for the
delivery of the Games venues, villages and coordination of all government services
including security and transport. Without such support, Sydney (or indeed most
cities of the world) could not hope to stage the Olympic Games.
The SOCOG board has in turn established a number of commissions with
delegated authority of the board including the SOCOG sports commission which
has total responsibility for all matters relating to sport, the athletes and the
services which impact on the staging of the sporting competitions. This also
includes the Olympic village, athlete transport systems, games venues, training
sites, services to the National Olympic Committees and the Olympic Youth
Camp.
The Enormity of the Olympic Games
Sydney will reach new heights in the numbers associated with the
participation and organization of the Olympic Games in 2000.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10,312 Athletes
200 National Olympic Committees
5,150 NOC Team Officials
1,200 extra NOC Team Officials "As" Accreditation
SOCOG 2,500 full time staff on the eve of the Games
40,000 volunteers
80,000 contractors service personnel
15,000 accredited media including broadcasters
15,000 non accredited media

VENUES

The Olympic Coordination Authority (OCA) has undertaken responsibility
to deliver all of the games competition venues as committed in the Sydney bid
documents. OCA has worked with the commercial sector to maximize the
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financial opportunities to government, minimize the cost to the tax payers of the
state of New South Wales and at the same time ensure that a legacy is provided
to the people of Sydney and particularly the athletes.
Key points for the sporting venues are:
• All competition venues are in Metropolitan Sydney
• All training sites are within 45 minutes of the athletes village
Sydney Olympic Park is a 700 hectare area of primarily government owned
land in the demographic centre of Sydney which accommodates the Olympic
Village, venues for 15 sports, International Broadcast Centre, the main Press
Centre, Sponsor Hospitality Centre, Several Training Sites and the Village
Accreditation Centre.

Sydney Olympic Park
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Olympic Stadium
Sydney International Athletics Centre
The Aquatics Centre
Sydney International Hockey Centre
State Sports Centre
Olympic Tennis Centre
The Sports Pavilions
The Dome
The Olympic Baseball Stadium
Sydney Super Dome
Olympic Archery Centre

Darling Harbour Precinct
• Sydney Entertainment Centre
• Sydney Exhibition Centre
• Sydney Convention Centre

Sydney East Precinct
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Sydney Opera House — Triathlon
Sydney Football Stadium
Road Cycling
Olympic Marathon Course
Olympic Sailing Marina — Sydney Harbour
Beach Volleyball - Bondi

Western Sydney Precinct
•
•
•
•
•

Penrith Lakes - Rowing/Canoe Kayak Sprint
Canoe Kayak Slalom
Equestrian Centre
Shooting Centre
Softball/Baseball State Centre

Interstate Football
•
•
•
•

Melbourne Cricket Ground
Brisbane Cricket Ground
Adelaide Hindmarch Stadium
Canberra Bruce Stadium

The village which will provide accommodation and meals at no cost to all
accredited athletes and team officials will open on Saturday 2nd September and
continue for 33 days closing on 4th October 1999.
The village will, for the first time, have a seven-day pre-opening period,
during which NOC team officials will be able to enter the village to facilitate the
arrival of their teams, establishment of room allocations and all arrangements
necessary in order that all services are open and operating on 2nd September,
ready for the arrival of NOC delegations.
Off site accommodation at University Campuses will be provided for the extra
team officials accredited as "As" where NOC's will pay a cost of A$ 260 per day.
This cost includes bed and breakfast, front of house reception services and
support facilities and transport to and from the Olympic Village where they can
connect with the Olympic transport network to the competition venues and
training sites.

Sport and the Competition Schedule
A record 28 sports, comprising 640 sessions of competition and some
1720 events will be held for the elite athletes of the world.
New sports on the Olympic programme are Triathlon and Taekwondo, whilst
additional disciplines/events have been included in Shooting, Sailing, Diving,
Synchronized Swimming, Water Polo, Modern Pentathlon, Trampolining,
Weightlifting, Athletics, Swimming and Cycling.
Importantly there is a significant increase in the number of events available
for women's participation, with almost 40% of the total athletes being female, the
highest number ever in Olympic history.
Women will compete in all sports with the exception of Boxing, Wrestling
and Baseball.
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Games Dates/Weather
The Sydney Games will be staged from Saturday 16th September for 16 days
through to Sunday 1st October 2000 inclusive. The Opening Ceremony, which
will precede the first day of competition (as was the case in Atlanta), will be held
on the evening of Friday 15 th September. This ceremony will be broadcast
to over 210 countries with an estimated viewing audience of 4.5 billion.
Olympic Football will commence on Wednesday 13th September in the
Interstate Cities of Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Canberra.

Olympic Torch Relay
The torch relay will be largest and longest in Olympic history with the flame
being lit in Olympia on 14th May 2000 and being carried by 600 runners across
Greece. It will travel to the Oceania region throughout the 14 National Olympic
Committees located within the ONOC region.
From Oceania the torch will travel to Ayres rock or as it is correctly known,
Uluru, where the first Australian athlete to carry the torch will be Nova Peris
Kneebone, a very successful Aboriginal athlete, gold medallist in the women's
Hockey team from Atlanta and Commonwealth Games track gold medallist.
The torch relay will then traverse Australia coming within 1 hour of 85% of
the entire Australian population passing through more than 17000 historic sites,
towns and attractions across a 100 day journey with 10000 torch bearers, before
arriving in the Olympic stadium on the evening of Friday 15th September 2000.

Olympic Arts Festivals
Both the Olympic Games of ancient Greece and the Modern Olympic Games
of this century have embraced the role of the arts as an integral and crucial
component of the Olympic Games. The honour of presenting the Olympic
Games brings with it the opportunity of presenting a cultural programme. This
enables the host city to demonstrate to the world the cultural composition of the
city and nation in which the Games are held.
Sydney has chosen to present a four year cultural Olympiad - 1997 to 2000.
These festivals and the associated cultural activities demonstrate the unifying
force of the Olympic Movement in blending sport and culture. This presentation
is based on the ideals of Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the Modern
Olympic Games. The Modern Games revived the ancient Greek tradition
of providing a forum for the demonstration of the excellence of both mind and
body.
The aim of the festivals is to demonstrate the best of the arts in Australia and
the Oceanic Region to ourselves and the rest of the world and to leave a legacy
of awareness of the wealth of talent we possess.
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Four unique and diverse festivals are the key to the cultural programme, each
with a different theme and emphasis. The festivals will reflect Australia's diverse
cultural character and will look beyond Australia to involve many nations and
peoples.
The festivals are as follows:
• 1997 the festival of the dreaming
• 1998 a sea change
• 1999 reaching the world
• 2000 harbour of life
SUMMARY

Sydney is proud to host the first Games of the new millennium and hopefully
to provide an event that will bring honour and glory to the Olympic Movement.
The Sydney 2000 Games comes at a critical time for the International Olympic
Committee who through their 2000 commission are endeavouring to modernize
the organization in such a way that answers the external criticisms of the IOC,
but at the same time maintains and indeed builds on the ideals of the Olympic
Movement.
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OLYMPISM IN THE FIELD OF
EDUCATION: THINK GLOBALLY ACT LOCALLY
BY PROF. NORBERT MÜLLER (GER)
Director of the Olympic Research Centre, University
of Mainz

It is by no means easy to give a precise definition of Olympism in order
to build on it the contents of a universal educational programme. Why?
Coubertin, the founder of the modern Olympic Games, intentionally
created a movement that reached its peak every four years with the celebration
of the Olympic Games. This movement, the "Olympic Movement" as Coubertin
named it, could not be limited to an organizational and institutional
structure (IOC, NOCs, IFs, Olympic Games) but also needed spiritual support.
Coubertin called this philosophy "Olympism". Olympism consists
of a number of values which together form the spiritual base of the Olympic
Movement giving it an almost religious dimension.
Coubertin died in 1937. Within the IOC, although few people had really
understood it, all were aware that this spiritual dimension made the Olympic
Movement a distinct organization, with its own special identity that made it very
different from any other organization.
There were no other personalities, within the IOC or outside it, committed
to the development of Coubertin's philosophy. And if there were, their
influence never extended beyond the borders of their own country. This
is the reason why we are faced with a problem today. Wishing to answer
the question on how to introduce Olympism as a means of education,
we first have to ponder on the intrinsic meaning of the term "Olympism".
To start answering this question, we can consider several possibilities, such as:
a) look for a basis in Coubertin's work;
b) describe Olympism as we see it today in this Olympic year of 1999
and then take as a starting point the different values still remaining and
the emerging trends or
c) rely on the different aspects of Olympism as they are developed
in the Olympic Charter's fundamental principles.
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Which of these three options is the most appropriate?
We cannot exclusively opt for the one or the other solution
because as we have indeed proved, we cannot afford to neglect any aspect.
We not only have to look for the spiritual foundations as they were
developed in Pierre de Coubertin's work (for it has not been possible
to elaborate a better conception of the term), but also study the Charter's
fundamental principles that are built on the Olympic Ideals. This is the
way to understand the term Olympism, considering that there is always
a potential risk that superficial forms may completely replace matters
of substance as the Olympic Movement is so closely identified with the
spirit of our times («Zeitgeist»). So, when we develop educational
programmes on Olympism, we cannot disregard the problem of the
Olympic Movement and modern sport, which are part of the reality
of contemporary society.
In conclusion:
Olympism as a "pedagogical vision" should be preserved and explained.
The new trends that we now see emerging, in line with Coubertin's ideas,
should be taken into consideration. And, during a second stage, it will
be necessary to compare Coubertin's views to present-day reality and examine
them taking as a reference point the Olympic year 1999 as well as the
discussions which preceded it.
What meaning can we give to Olympic education?
Allow me to quote articles 2, 3, 6 and 8 of the IOC's constitution, the
Olympic Charter.
Art. 2) Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining
in a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport
with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based
on the joy found in effort, the educational value of good example and respect
for universal fundamental ethical principles.
Art. 3) The goal of Olympism is to place everywhere sport at the service
of the harmonious development of man, with a view to encouraging the
establishment of a peaceful society concerned with the preservation of human
dignity.
Art. 6) The goal of the Olympic Movement is to contribute
to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport
practised without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit,
which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity
and fair play.
Art. 8) The practice of sport is a human right. Every individual must
have the possibility of practising sport in accordance with his or her needs.
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Let us interpret these articles from an educational viewpoint. I have
highlighted the key ideas which are directly connected to the "Olympic
education programme" and identified six main aspects:
1) The idea of the education of man as a whole
2) The idea of human achievement through high performance, not limited
to sport, but including art and science.
3) While practising sport, willingly accept ethical concepts, such as fair play,
equality of opportunity and the will to act in accordance with these principles.
4) The ideal of peace and mutual understanding among people. On
a different level, respect for human beings and tolerance are also part of it, just
as the social life of a society could be compared to that of a sports community.
5) The fact of belonging to a kind of "elite that achieves excellence through
performance" (citius-altius-fortius) but .... should also serve as a reference point
and role model for youth.
6) The promotion of emancipating aspects such as equality of gender and
race, the right of athletes to speech, equality of sports, promotion of traditional
physical exercises, respect for the environment, etc.
These ideas which convey an educational message and are derived from
Coubertin's thinking might sound too theoretical or not be suitable as a basis for
educational programmes. I don't think they are and I will prove it with concrete
examples.
If we want to take all these aspects into account for Olympic education
at school, then we have to consider the content of all the subjects that are taught
at schools. Alongside physical education courses and other sports activities
which provide practical experience, based on their quality and implementation,
other subjects need also to be included: art, languages, history, civic education,
philosophy, biology, religion, etc.
Olympic education programmes should be diversified according to age
groups, country, national sports and Olympic traditions and adapted
to conventional school curricula in order to inform the teachers in charge of the
so-called "Olympic" school programmes.

1) The harmonious education of man as a whole
The body is part of education in the same way as the soul and the mind.
Compulsory physical education at school has been a major objective to
be achieved since the beginning of this century. According to UNESCO statistics,
however, more than 40 countries have failed in this respect. "Olympic education"
should act on the conscience of children to induce them to practise sport
throughout their life, as a way of achieving personal fulfilment. It is evident that
secondary phenomena also come into play, such as improved hygiene, health,
being a role model within the family, social recreation resulting from sports
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activities. In countries where physical education has been compulsory for a long
time, efforts are still required to ensure it enjoys equal status with other
traditional subjects and to ensure that it is improved both in quantity and quality
terms.
School festivals are important events in the life of school children, especially
as regards being part of a group and socializing. Just as the Olympic Games are
a great festival and act as a model, well-organized and well-staged school sports
festivals represent, on a smaller scale of course, important stages in the life of
a pupil.
Coubertin's idea to integrate the arts and music as an aesthetic element
to achieve the ideal of harmony-eurhythmia is fully respected in this sense.
The new wording of article 8 of the fundamental principles, ... "the practise
of sport is a human right" should also be considered from this angle.
2) The idea of human achievement.
Every man, which means every pupil as well, wants and must give
the maximum he can. Sport, especially during the Olympics, is
a demonstration of the highest human performance. It can only be compared
to the Nobel prize for science, whilst arts cannot be evaluated in a similarly
objective manner. By beating his own personal record as he competes against
the other students in his class or from other schools, the individual reveals
a natural aspiration that is a source of general motivation. The Olympic
record, as well as the sports record in general, whatever the overall level, will
teach young people to reach always higher and not be content with
mediocrity or the level already achieved, in order to serve as a reference point
for others.
In view of the socio-political debate taking place in many countries, this
maxim which it is not easy to achieve can be formulated in a credible way
only if this achievement is the result of one's own means. Manipulation (e.g.
doping) or other forms of artificial intervention (genetic engineering, growth
inhibition) turn young people into instruments and certainly do not contribute
to their sense of achievement. Coubertin never ceased to repeat "Do not
disturb the balance of the seasons". Already at the beginning of this century
he was aware of the risks of precocious specialization to the detriment
of an education properly adjusted to the child's age, in accordance with
pedagogical rules.
In programmes related to Olympism, "the idea of human achievement" can
be directly experienced in performance in the context of school sports and other
subject matters and can be understood on the basis of such experience. In civics,
philosophy and biology courses it can also become a subject for consideration.
Quality of life does not depend on the number of medals won, but
on individual freedom and the personal happiness of each one of us.
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3) Voluntary ethical commitment during sports activities.
Today, no other value of Olympism appeals so much to people as the idea
of fair play. Even though Olympism is founded on the Christian Western culture,
all religions and all societies demand respect of certain fundamental ethical
values which are the basis for human life and life within society. Within the
context of "Olympic education", special attention should be given to fair play
during the practice of sport. Through their sports activities, as well as through
critical reflection in other fields, school children should be made to understand
that they should:
- respect the rules not only during sports and games, but also in all other
areas of life,
- adopt fair play behaviour in order to shape their character, for if the game
loses its players it can no longer exist,
- create a better world by means of fair play and sport because in this way
the constraints of daily life and work will be reduced. (This is exactly what
Coubertin must have discovered in English school education at the end of the
19th century.)
A conception that wants to be educational should not want to control
everything. Personal commitment to fair play is essential.
"Olympic Education" cannot deny scientific progress, but it can make the
contribution and resources of top performance sport accessible to all.
Universalism has made the Olympic Movement stronger.
This is also true for the concentration of Olympic medals among too small
a number of countries. Fair play as well as understanding equality for all, are
essential elements of an Olympic education. The work of Olympic Solidarity
is a step in this direction.
In this context, we should also take into consideration the ancient ideal
of amateurism which no longer exists in most Olympic sports. Furthermore,
there are many Olympic sports which are not suitable for commercialization, not
being sufficiently spectacular. "Olympic education" can show that sport always
keeps its significance as a means for personal achievement. Commercialization,
the impact of sponsoring and the media should stop where the athlete becomes
an object, when he loses his personal freedom.

4) The idea of peace and mutual understanding among people.
With the exception of the concept of fair play, the idea of peace is maybe
one of the most important values of Olympism today. In the context of "Olympic
education", Olympic universalism can be taught in many ways: understanding
of the cultural differences between nations and continents, getting to know the
sports of other people, the culture of the countries which host the Olympics and
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regional games, organizing international sports meetings that contribute
to bringing people closer together.
Olympism, as a part of "world culture" pays no attention to money, colour,
or ideologies. The Olympic Games which are held every four years, represent
the largest peace forum in the world. The idea of an education for peace in the
framework of Olympism is more realistic than ever today. Let us therefore look
at article 6 of the Olympic Charter: "The goal of the Olympic Movement
is to contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth ...".
Isn't Olympic education in this sense a form of education on human rights?
Let us act accordingly.

5) Belonging to a kind of elite distinguished by its performances.
The idea of an elite as imagined by Coubertin has already been discussed
under point 2. An "Olympic education" is aimed at all the people, even school
children with learning difficulties or disabilities. The experience of effort does
not simply educate the top athlete in the spirit of Olympism. In this respect,
Coubertin's idea of an elite should be differentiated. The role model which the
top athlete represents, however, remains undisputed. His model — positive
or negative — dominates in all relevant discussions, as proved by the cases
of athletes who resort to doping.

6) Emancipating aspects
Olympism relies today on a widely emancipating approach and this does not
only concern race but also gender equality, equality of nations, equality
of sports, without forgetting traditional sports which have been outcast forgotten
for so long by the Olympic sports.
To put it in other words, we could say that when we dare to be more
democratic, competition between ideas in search of a better way becomes stronger.
Transposed to the level of the school, this is where we find an essential
pedagogical mission: Olympism teaches us how to be tolerant towards the other
sex, to accept the most varied forms of physical education and competition
sport. School children just like sportsmen should be included in a wide-span
consideration of the Olympic Movement's problems in order to reach a large
consensus on the values of Olympism.

Opportunities for Olympic education today:
Considering the problems of these last few months, the following question
arises: are these principles and objectives too high or just idealistic, in particular
given the fact that the public measures all deeds by the yardstick of ethical
commitment?
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To what extent is the IOC still bound by these values? Should it not,
as a lucrative business devoted to the commercialization of the Olympic rings
and the Olympic Games, abandon these kind of structural demands?
Let us say it right away: the analysis of the Olympic image conducted
by Sport-Web has shown that the IOC strongly needs to promote and
to implement, though convincing education, its ethical and pedagogical values
since they are the quintessence of Olympism. In spite of all the conflicts, these
values have marked the Olympic image for 105 years and it does not really
matter that many have failed to understand Coubertin's Olympism or that it has
made others who thought it obsolete smile.
At the national level, these principles have been promoted through
concrete action since 1961 through the work of the IOA and about 90 NOAs.
It very quickly became clear that acceptance of the Olympic ideals by people,
the youth in particular, was important for the credibility and survival of the
Olympic Movement. Before that, however, it was necessary to identify the
educational aspects of Olympism in order to integrate them in public
education.
Let me add another novel thought in favour of a renewed Olympism:
In 1993, all the great religions of the world agreed in Chicago
on a "Declaration of world ethics". The Olympic Movement can learn a lot to the
extent that all the world's cultures have agreed on a common list of ethical
principles. The Olympic Movement, as the governing institution of sport at world
level, should open the debate on a common sports ethics, a debate not imposed
by the scandals, but that it freely chooses to conduct in order to create a new
world sports order. The motto of the world religions parliament is "no new
world order, without world ethics". Applied to the Olympic Movement this motto
would become, "no new Olympic order, without a common understanding
on universal sports ethics" for athletes, coaches, doctors, representatives
of federations, the media, economic circles and the organizers of sports events.
Faced with the IOC crisis, all partners share in the responsibility for a new
Olympic world order.
A philosophy like Olympism is not wrong because its goals appear too high
or too idealistic. This is precisely the meaning of an educational idea and is the
basis of any "Weltanschauung" (conception of the world). The human being
needs visions worth fighting for. Olympism could be such an ideal for many
people, on the condition that its values and representatives are credible. It the
only way to achieve their legitimacy.
A few remarks by way of a conclusion:
A universal Olympic programme should highlight the specific aspects
of Olympism and, apart from concrete information and historical considerations
(which are certainly important), it should also include in simplified language and
form, the pedagogical bases developed by Coubertin. Otherwise, there would
be no difference between an "Olympic education" and a "sports education".

70

The Olympic Movement owes its development and reputation to the idealistic
views of individuals from many different countries who shared the hope that the
Olympic principles could have an educational impact.
Such an idea, whose goals could appear too high or even too idealistic,
is not necessarily inappropriate. On the contrary, this is the very essence
of an educational idea. Those who lay down as a condition the full attainment
of the goals will not be able to move beyond a historical retrospective. What
is important is that the Olympic Movement pursues its educational mission and
that the athletes are able to take part in the discussion that will follow.
As role models, they have a special importance for young people. By serving
as an example through their sporting behaviour and their opinions, they can
project the links that bind them to the fundamental Olympic values.
In this way, Olympic sport will preserve its brand image and rally around
it all participants, willing and sincerely united, in particular officials who should
display moral integrity. The first stages of the athlete's emancipation are very
important in this respect as they encourage a search for personal identity.
To have to resort to auditors would be unworthy, since we are talking about
a conception based on education, and totally improper if we conceive Olympic
education as self-education.
Olympic education is aimed at all people, including pupils with learning
difficulties and disabled athletes. The experience of individual performance
furthers the development of personality in general, not only that of top athletes,
but the personality of every man and woman, depending on his/her abilities.
This is why it is imperative that we promote Olympic education at all levels,
in conformity with the Olympic Charter, under the motto: "from universal
thinking to personal application".
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GLOBAL INITIATIVES ON OLYMPIC
EDUCATION
BY MRS HELEN BROWNLEE (AUS)
State Manager, New South Wales Department
of Education and Training

In May 1998, I was privileged to present a paper on "Olympic Education
Programs and Activities in Schools" at the 4th Joint International Session for
Directors of National Olympic Academies (NOA's), Members and Staff
of National Olympic Committees (NOC's) and International Federations (IFs) and subsequently led one of the Session discussion groups.
My group comprised representatives of all continents- wonderful people who
brought "to life" the values of Olympism through their tolerance, understanding
and respect for each other; their willingness to openly share ideas; their
cooperation in reaching group consensus - I learnt so much!
Indeed, their collective input was so valuable to my thinking on Olympic
education that much of what I will share with you today reflects their enthusiasm
for sharing the message of Olympism with the young people in our schools.
At that particular IOC Session we had 143 participants from 85 countries,
who, in ten separate discussion groups looked at:
• the concept of Olympic education,
• the current application of Olympic education in schools,
• the opportunities which exist for Olympic education in schools,
• the strategies to implement Olympic education.
Let me have with you a collation of the various discussions and
recommendations presented by those ten groups. These thoughts are the basis
for the development of the global Olympic Education program which we will
consider later, and so they from a valuable background for your understanding.

The concept of Olympic Education
Defining what we understood by Olympic education was an important first
step to our planning.
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Olympic education is a process of bringing the philosophy of Olympism
"to life" through teaching the Olympic ideals - providing experiences which
reinforce cultural and personal identity, tolerance for all, mutual understanding,
individual development, and a striving for personal excellence.
By bridging the gap between Olympic ideals and Olympic practice, Olympic
education for young people adds value to everyday activities and encourages the
adoption of those universal values as an integral part of life.
As with any process, tangible results may not be evident immediately.
It may make another generation before we can see the "fruits of our labour"
to promote the values of Olympism through Olympic education programs
in schools.

The current Application of Olympic Education
It was important to also understand just what was happening around the
world and to share our successful initiatives.
Obviously, the implementation of Olympic Education varies from country
to country, but primarily is achieved through school and university programs,
and NOA sessions. Current successful practices are driven by the NOC and
or the NOA, supported through the commitment of government (Education,
Youth, Sport) and promoted through the media.
Specific examples reflected an increasing commitment to Olympic Education
across the world, with an encouraging desire to establish credible programs
in schools which will generate long term support from government and
corporate sponsors.

But how can we do it better?
How can we reach out to all young people across the world with the
message of Olympism?
How can we assist NOC's to implement Olympic education more effectively?

Opportunities and Strategies
It has been said that there are no limits to our opportunities. That most
of us see only a small portion of what is possible.
The window of opportunity is open as we approach the new millennium —
we must create our own opportunities by seeing the possibilities for Olympic
Education and "live" the message.
Olympism is an abstract concept and young people need to connect the
philosophical ideals to existing values and practices through positive and
enjoyable activities. We may have the right message, but sometimes the delivery
process is wrong.
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To maximise the impact of Olympic education, the approach and means
should be adapted to the respective age level, with a strong emphasis
on teaching through physical activities and sport.
Three clear messages came from the participants concerning the
implementation of Olympic education strategies.
• Take one step at a time and build on each success.
• Establish close cooperation between NOC and Ministry of Education,
Youth, Sport.
• NOC and NOA work together to enhance overall effectiveness of program.
By taking a global perspective of the discussion material generated by each
group, a cohesive framework for positive action was then developed.
In recommending such a course of action, we considered where the greatest
development was needed. Was it with the message, the messenger or the
medium? If the message is Olympism, the medium is the Olympic Games. Both
are recognised and respected around the world. But who are the messengers?
If it is us, we need to demonstrate our commitment to Olympic education and
"make our life our message".
What skills and abilities do we possess to communicate the message
effectively to the students in our schools? How can we do this?
What will provide the impetus to move forward? How do we support the
messengers in the delivery of the message?

Framework for Global Olympic Education
1. Endorsement by IOC as a priority for the next Olympiad. At the 1994
Centennial Olympic Congress, participants emphasised their desire to preserve
and reinforce the unity of the Olympic Movement, designating schools as an
essential component in the promotion of the ethical, cultural and educational
values of Olympism.
With this increasing interest in Olympic education for young people,
a number of countries are now conducting highly successful programs to share
the Olympic message with the students in their schools using innovative and
varied strategies.
The IOC Commission for the International Olympic Academy and Olympic
Education in acknowledging the good work achieved, has raised the issue
of universality - to achieve the participation of all young people, around the world,
in activities based on the principles of Olympism. Over the last few years we have
looked a number of ways to share the Olympic message with the youth of world:
• all of our proposals had merit,
• all of our proposals were specifically designed for young people
in schools,
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• all of our proposals faced the challenge of adapting to suit the diverse
needs of students from different cultural backgrounds,
• all of our proposals needed significant funding at the local level to ensure
the projects reached the schools,
• all of our proposals are still on the drawing board! And you ask
Why?
We had the message right!
We had the medium available!
Where were the messengers?
In looking at the BIG picture - why not support and encourage the
messengers of Olympic education - instead of using up our energy and
resources in well-meaning but limited attempts to influence the millions
of students around the world. Why not take one step back and look at how
we deliver the message.
I believe teachers in our schools provide the most valuable asset the Olympic
Movement can use to promote Olympism amongst our young people. Every
teacher is charged with the mandate of developing the intellectual, physical,
social and moral well-being of the young people in their care. Who better
to be the messengers of Olympism?
As we enter the new millennium, I believe it is appropriate to focus on how
to meet the challenge of assisting teachers to best address the needs of their
students through Olympic education.
We have a unique opportunity to develop a framework for the delivery of
Olympic education initiatives by assisting NOC's to tap into the resource of the
teaching profession and to empower teachers - worldwide - to be enthusiastic
and committed messengers of Olympism.
Through the implementation of an integrated worldwide program, the IOC
can now provide leadership to those NOC's not yet in a position to develop their
own domestic education programs and assist all NOC's to achieve the objectives
of the Olympic Charter.
2. Commitment of NOC and NOA to promote Olympic education
in schools. Through facilitating teacher workshops, and by taking responsibility
for the dissemination of the message of Olympism, NOC's can be powerful
advocates in their respective countries. Up-front, there is a need for each NOC
to commit to the Olympic education framework proposed.
It is appropriate for NOC's to seek the support of their governing education
authorities and to work with them in the facilitation of Olympic Education
Workshops. A number of NOC's have already established strong links with the
government authorities of sport, youth and education. Some NOC's may charge
their NOA with the responsibility for organising the teacher workshops
in cooperation with the education authority, or take on the task themselves.

75

There is also clearly a need for cooperation between NOC's and NOA's in the
development of Olympic education resources appropriate to their particular
situation (local/regional/continental basis). This could range from the sharing
of "best practice" ideas for classroom activities to the creation of dedicated
Olympic Internet sites (information, games, quizzes, etc.) and a possible NOC
Internet discussion group.
3. Olympic Education Workshops conducted by NOC / NOA which target
teachers. The main goal for the Teachers' Workshop Program is to develop,
under the NOC's responsibility, local autonomy for running the courses, with the
financial and didactic assistance of the respective Education Ministries and
systems. Experience has shown that these workshop create a stimulating and
supportive environment for teachers to interact and develop appropriate
strategies for the delivery of Olympic programs across all curriculum areas —
reflecting the unique culture and environment of their students.
• Workshops can be national or conducted on a regional basis (some value
in the sharing of ideas when formulating local strategies) involving NOA's where
established.
• Courses can be adapted to the realities, needs and environment of each
NOC.
• Course participants are charged with the responsibility of disseminating
the information directly to their colleagues - at the school level.
• NOC's interested in participating in this program will be asked
to nominate national coordinators, who take responsibility for the monitoring
of their respective national programs, and reporting back to the IOC.
The flexible nature of this framework will enable NOC's to organise their own
courses, conducted by local directors, attended by local teachers who will
develop unique strategies for Olympic education which meet the specific needs
of the young people in their schools. As a direct result, in schools right across
the world, teachers will be using an Olympic focus to enhance current learning
practices - adding value to student experiences.
The potential take-up is awesome. If every NOC or NOA conducted just two
Olympic Education Workshops which involved a total of 100 teachers... the
message of Olympism could reach over 10 million young people. Factor in their
families; increase the number the number of workshops - there is no limit!
Where do we begin?
To assist NOC's in the facilitation of teacher workshops a Course Presenters
Manual has been developed as a model "start-up" kit. This Manual has been
developed as a model "start-up" kit. This Manual has been finalised with the
assistance of teachers from all the Oceania countries and reviewed by committed
Olympic educators around the world. Their input has been critical to the nature
and content of a document which we envisage being used by every Olympic
country to empower their teachers to be the messengers of Olympism.
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The Manual is:
• a standard format for presentation,
• user friendly, containing "must know" information,
• adaptable to changing social environments around the world,
• designed to trigger development of local strategies for the implementation
of Olympic education and encourage school programs appropriate to the culture
and available resources.
I envisage the method of delivery for the workshops will vary from
country to country - the possibilities range from chalkboard to multi-media
presentations - but the outcomes will be the same:
At the conclusion of the workshop, participants will:
• understand the value of Olympic education within the framework of
the Olympic Movement worldwide,
• be equipped with strategies to plan and conduct Olympic education
activities in their school and classroom,
• recognise avenues for support and resources available.

4. Olympic Ambassadors
To assist the teachers in the delivery of the message, it is important to include
our Olympic athletes who provide the finest expression of Olympism. Through
their endeavours to achieve the highest level of performance in their respective
sports, they reflect human endeavour and the Olympic spirit at its very best.
Factor in Olympians to provide inspiration for the teachers attending the
workshops, to promote the work of the NOC in this area, to visit schools and
work with students on specific projects, to share their experiences and sporting
expertise. As ambassadors for the program, they can become role models for
young people and supporters of Olympic education initiatives in their respective
countries - in so many wonderful ways.
Conclusion
As we have discovered this year, the attitudes and perceptions of the general
public play an integral part in helping the IOC to achieve its objectives and
contribute significantly to the overall prestige of the Olympic Movement
throughout the world.
A s w e e n t e r t h e n e w mi l l e n n i u m, t h e r e i s n o b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t y
to restore the status and reputation of the IOC as the coordinator of the Olympic
Movement; and no better vehicle through which to effectively communicate the
activities of the IOC - and the values and principles which underpin those
activities - the teachers in our schools, and the athletes who demonstrate the
pride and passion of the Olympic spirit through their elite performance.
The framework for a global Olympic education program is, you must admit,
of simple construction. But it is strong; it will withstand buffeting by aggressive
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winds; it is flexible and will bend, but not collapse. It is a framework which has
the potential to reach out and touch the lives of millions of young people with
the Olympic message.
When we reflect on the basic principles of Olympism and the power of that
message to provide direction for everyday life, it is clear that through
involvement in Olympic education programs and activities our students
can develop skills for life, enhance their learning experiences and gain an
understanding of those universal Olympic values which contribute to building
a peaceful and better world.
You may not be a teacher of young people, you may not be an Olympic
athlete - but each one of us here today can be a messenger for Olympism. The
challenge that confronts us all is to make "our life our message" and to reach out
to others...
"The greatest thing in the world is not so much where se stand, as in which
direction we are moving" (Oliver Wendell Holmes).
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OLYMPISM AND MULTICULTURAL
EDUCATION
BY DR THEOPHILE TOUBA (CAF)
President of the National Olympic Academy of the
Central African Republic

The theme of this session is highly topical and most urgent since we have
moved deep into the global age from the moment the big distances that divided
the continents and the large metropolitan centres around the world have been
reduced to insignificant dimensions thanks to tremendous technological
advances. From his living room, man can see everything, know everything and
listen to everything through the information highways.
As a result, the world has become a planetary village where cultural elements
meet, intermingle or clash with one another. We are witnessing here the will
to impose a cultural hegemony furthered by the control of spectacular
technological resources. We see the impotence of those who have been reduced
to the role of passive consumers of these imported cultural products, even
if it means watching, without any reaction, the disappearance of their cultural
foundations. We finally note areas of resistance triggered by the will to stand
on the crossroads and both to give and receive.
This lecture will focus on the following main points:
1. Traditional education in Europe and Africa as the basis for Olympism.
2. Olympism, globalization and multicultural education.
/. TRADITIONAL EDUCATION IN EUROPE AND AFRICA AS THE BASIS
FOR OLYMPISM

Any educational system aims at developing and perpetuating the fundamental
values of a given society. It does not uproot, as it depends on a cultural
framework and integrates a physical dimension that preconditions all effort
based on traditional activities, an intellectual dimension that encourages
reflection and leads to the execution of reasoned deeds, a moral dimension that
seeks and links ethics to action, promotes an artistic dimension that cultivates
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ethics and, finally, a religious dimension that strives to reconcile man with
a higher power or being, supreme ruler of the universe.
Whether it is traditional or not, any educational system is bound by five
constraints whose purpose is to set out social ethics applying to all patterns
of behaviour within society.
Olympism is both a dynamic and behavioural educational system. Indeed,
there are no collective patterns of behaviour without rules which affirm the
general principles of life in society.
Traditional education governs the bases of society and certainly includes the
Olympic ideals. If Olympism is a philosophy, a way of life, education
is a process which provides access to this philosophy. The purpose of education
is to arrive at a behavioural model.
The countries of the Mediterranean, Greek cities in particular, are the
birthplace of Olympism conceived as "a philosophy of life, exalting and
combining in a balanced whole, the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending
sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based
on the joy found in effort, the educational value of good example and respect
for universal fundamental ethical principles".
Young Greeks loved sport, athletics in particular, ranked as the king
of sports, for it offered health, beauty and physical strength. "To be in good
health, Simonides said, is the most desirable thing for man; to be beautiful
in build comes next; in third place, we should put the pleasure derived from
honestly acquired wealth and in fourth place, finally, to live, in youthful joy,
surrounded by good friends".
I am sure you have noted that physical health acquired and maintained
through the practice of sport, was a permanent concern of the Greeks.
In the Odyssey we can read: "there is nothing more glorious for a man than
the success he achieves with his hands and feet".
The education of Greek youth in antiquity was therefore focused on effort
willingly accepted in the course of practising sports that brought enjoyment,
health, physical strength and the satisfaction of a well-deserved victory, honestly
achieved. This action integrates the main elements of Olympism, i.e. "a way
of life based on the joy found in effort, the educational value of good example
and respect for universal fundamental principles".
Greek girls were not left out of this education, since they too had to take part
in violent exercises, complete in racing, wrestling, discus and javelin throwing,
in order to shape healthy bodies that would facilitate procreation.
Art, through poetry, pottery, painting and sculpture above all, held a major
position in the Greek citizen's educational process, to such an extent that
we have even been led to wonder whether it was sculpture that encouraged the
athletes to perform sports feats, or the athletes who inspired the sculptors.
Athletes had attained such physical perfection that the statuary ideal, born in the
6th century, reached its peak in the work of Myron and Polycleitus. Similarly,
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being able to watch the naked bodies of competitors offered a wonderful
opportunity for sculptors to study human anatomy in all its aspects and forms.
Boys for their part had to practise hard physical exercises and sports that would
turn them into undisputed champions. As a result "swimming", "horse riding without
saddle or stirrups", "wrestling", etc. ... were common practices for most citizens.
This dimension of education is contained in the definition of Olympism
according to which, "Olympism is a religion of energy, the worship of strong will
developed by the practice of virile sports supported by hygiene and a civic spirit
and surrounded by art and thought".
To conclude this part of my paper, we should note that having failed to turn
to ancient Greece for inspiration and motivation when preparing for major sports
events, the young Greeks of today, although well conditioned from a cultural
point of view, are still looking for the athletic glory of the past.
Ancient Greece was not the only nation which imposed a rigorous education
system on its citizens, Italy, France and others having done the same.

Education in France in the Middle Ages and the 16th century
While the aim of education in medieval Europe, at the time of chivalry, was
to breed in certain young men the spirit of bravery, sacrifice, generosity and, above
all, the strict respect of rules during jousting or duels, education in the 16th century,
as recommended by François Rabelais, was comprehensive, having integrated the
physical, intellectual, moral and religious dimension within a cultural framework.
This comprehensive education was aimed both at boys and at girls.
For performing all physical exercises (outside the reach of modern man)
Rabelais let his imagination run wild and created a man of uncommon size and
dimension, Gargantua.
The physical exercises which Gargantua had to perform were those practised
by the young Greeks in ancient times and which are now modern Olympic
sports: exercises on horseback, handling of various weapons, wrestling, racing,
jumping, swimming, canoeing, climbing of a tree or wall, throwing of different
projectiles, barbells, etc.
The ideal education according to Rabelais, was completed by knowledge
about all sciences on earth. The aim of this education was to build a healthy
body and a healthy mind, a condition for great sports and war feats.
Can African education, following the example of the educational system we
have just described, also contribute to making Olympism stronger in this global age?

Traditional African Education
From very early on, young Africans learn the joy of effort though the daily
practice of different rural activities that bring health and physical fitness, moral
and intellectual integrity.
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Indeed, walking is the only means they have to go to the fields and other
communities located at a distance from one another; the canoe is the mode
of transport that allows them to access the various fishing grounds. To get there
they have to row for many long hours; swimming, which they learn very early
in rivers and lakes is indispensable for fishing; climbing, a daily activity in forest
areas, makes the picking of fruit and caterpillars easier. Children have to climb
as high up as possible in order to reach the tree top. To do that, they have
to support themselves by gripping on the branches and cling to the trunk of the
tree, use the muscles of their arms and legs in order to keep their balance and,
if need be, jump from one branch to the other.
This education to which young African children are initiated from a very early
age, gives them flexibility, agility, balance and good muscles.
Transferred to the level of physical and Olympic education, the practice
of fruit picking could be related to a gymnasium whose purpose is to train
different gymnasts, mainly those who will compete on the parallel bars.
Rural activities provide the opportunity to young Africans of taking the family
flock to the grazing lands, either on foot, or riding on a donkey or horse and
they thus become familiar with equestrian sports.
We can affirm in this respect, that with the help of the daily rural activities
they have to perform and which are part of an empirical educational process,
young Africans build a personality and identity which abide by the ethics of the
society in which they live. This education will prepare them for sports
performances provided they can have access to the training facilities and
opportunities required for sports competitions.
The significance of these traditional practices and behaviour resides in their
competitive character.
Indeed, all over Africa, we find individual traditional activities, but most of all
collective activities which usually take the form of sports competitions.
Collective work in the fields make it possible to identify the best farmer.
Organized hunting and fishing provide an opportunity to acknowledge the
best shooters and anglers in the community who skilfully handle a rifle, a bow
or a harpoon, etc.
Canoe races allow the faster canoe and the most daring rowers to stand out.
All these competitions are held in an atmosphere of joy, in full respect of the
rules and the opponents, in a magnificent display of fair play. It is always good
for a village or community to have its best hunter, its best walker, its best driver,
and so on who often have to undertake community work.
In the light of the above, we can say that the activities of the African
countryside, in particular those related to farming, cattle-breeding, fishing,
hunting and harvesting, are an important cultural aspect of physical education
and contribute to the development of skills for a number of sports disciplines,
while encouraging determination to accept effort and strive for perfection.
It is an empirical education that is organized in an informal setting.
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But, just like ancient Greece and medieval Europe, deep in the heart of
Africa, for many centuries, formal educational settings or schools of civic,
theoretical, religious, artistic learning and physical education were instituted
which were called initiation camps.
Initiation is a process of training provided outside the village, in carefully
selected camps for the natural obstacles of the terrain, to boys (17-15 years old)
and girls (13-15 years old). In these separate camps, girls are placed under the
care of camp mistresses (old initiates) and the boys of camp masters. The camp
masters and mistresses are chosen for the qualities and skills they demonstrated
during their own initiation.
Excision is performed on the girls and circumcision on the boys.
Following this first test, the young initiates undergo a very strict education
that will prepare them for adult life. Nothing is neglected: hunting, fishing,
harvesting, wrestling, climbing, first aid, solidarity, generosity, identifying wild
animals by their smell, cry, trace, recognizing the trail of snakes and small game,
techniques to be able to face any kind of danger and the identification
of reference points to avoid being lost in the forest.
Throughout the initiation process, a process of intellectual, civic, physical and
aesthetic education, emphasis is also given to the beauty of the body that should
be a pole of attraction for future spouses.
Initiation develops in the initiates the desire for continuous improvement. It is
impressed on them that they are special and should therefore be more skilful,
run faster, jump higher, overcome all obstacles, in other words be accomplished
competitors, respectful of established rules.
At the end of the initiation process, at specific periods, contests are organized
during which the initiates of one village compete against those of other villages,
not only in order to assess the knowledge and skills acquired during initiation
but also in order to identify the new champions in each discipline (racing,
jumping, climbing, swimming, precision games (shooting, archery, throwing
a spear at a rolling wooden ball, wrestling).
The organization of these community games which bring together the best
initiates in each village can be related to the holding of the ancient panhellenic
games and the present Olympic Games.
By way of a partial conclusion, we can say that the traditional dimension
a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e c u l t u r a l d i me n s i o n o f t h e p h ys i c a l e d u c a t i o n o f
young Greek, French, Italian, Spanish, English people and young Africans
alike, strengthens the conviction that education underpins all human activities
and can contribute to man's physical, moral and religious fulfilment and
the shaping of his personality, ensuring his harmonious integration
in society.
We would like to inform the participants of this session that we have spent
so much time on tradition intentionally, since we see it as the stepping stone
for any economic, intellectual and social progress.
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Will globalization lead to a loss of culture? Can globalization embrace cultural
pluralism? Is Olympism a way of life founded on multicultural elements?
So many questions, not all of which have acceptable answers, which is why
I ask for your indulgence beforehand.
//. GLOBALIZATION, OLYMPISM AND MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION

1) Globalization, like Olympism will be a fashion. It will certainly change
mentalities, impose constraints and demand a certain type of behaviour.
Globalization will be a process of technological and economic development.
A cultural meeting point of "giving" and "receiving". However, it will not be
a process of cultural harmonization and even less so of cultural blending.
Globalization will not eliminate the specific cultural attributes of each people.
There will certainly be a global language, that of the 3rd millennium's
technological power. But national languages, the vehicle of people's cultural
identity will not disappear.
The global culture will be a culture of production and consumption
of sophisticated goods.
Olympism, a philosophy of life based on ethics, will have to reaffirm its
universal principles and values which it has always promoted.

2. Olympism and multicultural education
The image of the planetary village created by globalization refers us to the
Olympic village created by the Olympic Games that brings together, in one
single place, athletes of different nationalities and culture who learn to get
to know, tolerate and accept one another.
For, whatever we say, it is the nations which in fact confront one another
at major sports competitions or at the Olympic Games. There is, however,
no nation without a culture. This is why we feel it would be useful to say that
Olympism will truly become established as a philosophy of life that can
withstand the test of time, only if it can contribute, in a significant way, to the
integration of culture in Olympic education.
Cultural diversity was clearly evident during the panhellenic games that
brought together in Olympia the best athletes from all over Greece (Delphi,
Corinth, Nemea, Sparta, etc.) can thus affirm that the ancient Olympic Games
were already taking place within a multicultural environment.
Education is one of the most important facets of Olympism, as it prepares
athletes for performance and teaches universal ethical principles to them.
To achieve its aims, Olympism should constantly rely on cultural
education that includes, at the same time, a physical dimension focused
on willingly accepted effort in the context of rural and sporting activities,
an intellectual dimension that encourages reflection and reasoned action and
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a moral and religious dimension that seeks and links ethics with any social
act.
Olympism during the 3rd millennium must remain a universal model,
promoting common and timeless values for all nations and all men, through the
ages and all over the world. These common and timeless values are the Olympic
ideals and ethics, i.e. respect of the rules of the game, fair play, the love for
individual and collective effort, tolerance, mutual respect, peaceful coexistence,
availability, accepting differences, rejecting cheating (doping), violence and
chauvinism, sense of duty, accepting well deserved victory and justified defeat,
in short everything that contributes to man's inner well-being.
The universal character of the Olympic ideals is so evident that the Olympic
Games have become the melting pot of all the world's cultures. Multicultural
education should in any event, be considered as one of the most important
facets of Olympic education for it is a process that can enrich and revitalize the
Olympic Movement during the 3rd millennium.
To this end, each athlete taking part in the Olympics, while integrating
extrinsic cultural elements, should also look in his own culture for the factors
of his motivation and physical and moral fulfilment. The search for preparation
and training sites should be part of this logic.
We have gone back to the beginning of time in order to discover what has
made the greatness of our peoples, which we should not have abandoned
on our course towards the 3rd millennium. We have found that our cultures,
irrespective of the people to whom they belong, have the same features and
share the same values. We are saying that Olympism, a universal philosophy
of ethical conduct, should constantly be nurtured with positive elements from all
cultures, in order to remain a timeless, dynamic and incorruptible reality.
Olympism, however, should heed the perverse effects of globalization and,
in particular the excessive commercialization of the Olympic Games which leads
to cheating and the degradation of certain sports achievements. We dare to hope
that the tremendous technological development that results from globalization
will not contribute to the creation of artificial Olympic champions. And we also
dare to hope that Olympism will remain Olympism in the 21st century, i.e. the
trustee of the great universal ethical principles. For that, it will have to remain
a melting pot of all cultures, so that each athlete who represents a nation can
enrich the Olympic Movement with the cultural specificity of the people
he represents.
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GLOBALIZATION, MULTICULTURALISM
AND OLYMPISM
BY PROF. JIM PARRY (GBR)
Department of Philosophy, University of Leeds

1. Globalization
Globalization refers to a process of increasing interdependency amongst
societies and individual humans at the economic, political, cultural and social
levels.
Ties of trade, warfare, migration and culture are of long-standing in human
history. More recent globalization processes have unleashed new sets
of interdependency chains that have interconnected people from distant parts
of the globe. (Maguire, 1999a, p. 1)
Maguire claims that we are now experiencing an intensification of the
unfolding globalization process, which speeds up time and shrinks space, and
gives us a greater degree of interdependence and an increased sense of the
world as a whole. Modern sport is bound up in this global network
of interdependency relationships, and cannot be understood unless it is seen
in that context.
Firstly, he urges us to adopt an historical and comparative approach, in order
to appreciate the context within which the pattern of global sport has emerged.
Then he suggests five dimensions of 'intermingling'.
•
•
•
•
•

the international movement of people (athletes)
the flow of technology (equipment and facilities)
economic issues (prize money, endorsements, marketing)
the flow of media images (transnational sports 'stars')
the ideological dimension (ideas which transcend national or 'state'
ideologies, e.g. Olympism).

In his new book (1999b), Joe Maguire develops a five-stage model of
the emergence and global diffusion of sport. Despite the well-documented
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existence of cultic activities, folk games and recreations in earlier societies,
'modern sport, like the steam engine, emerges first in England' (1999a, p. 6). The
stages are as follows:
Stage 1: In the 17 th and 18 th century, cricket, fox-hunting, horse racing
and boxing emerge as modern sports.
Stage 2: In the 19 th century, football, rugby, tennis and track and field
begin to take on modern forms.
Stage 3: From about 1880, English sport forms begin to be diffused
to continental Europe and the British Empire.
Stage 4: From 1920-1960 there emerges a sporting hegemony of the
West (the USA and Europe) despite resistance from indigenous
sport forms and successful competition from (formerly)
colonized regions.
Stage 5: From the late 1960's, Euro-American control of sport has
diminished both on and off the field, evidencing a 'decentring
of the West'. This is indicative of the globalization of sport
as practised, as consumed and as represented in the media.
Accepting this account or something very close to it, I would like
to concentrate here on just one dimension and one stage: the ideological
dimension at Stage 5. I shall (of course) choose the ideology of Olympism,
which is both global and also locally instantiated; and I shall characterize Stage
5, which posits a decentring of the West, as a value and as a practice.

1. Olympism
For most people, I suppose, the word 'Olympic' will conjure up images of the
Olympic Games, either ancient or modern. The focus of their interest will
be a two-week festival of sport held once in every four years between elite
athletes representing their countries or city-states in inter-communal competition.
Most people, too, will have heard of an 'Olympiad', even though it is
sometimes thought to refer to a particular Games. In fact it refers to a four-year
period, during which a Games may or may not be held. So: the Atlanta Games
are properly referred to not as the XXVI Games (since there have been only
twenty-three, three having been cancelled due to World Wars) but as the Games
of the XXVI Olympiad.
Fewer, however, will have heard of 'Olympism', the philosophy developed
by the founder of the modern Olympic Movement, Baron Pierre de Coubertin,
a French aristocrat who had been much influenced by the British Public School
tradition of sport in education. This philosophy has as its focus of interest not
just the elite athlete, but everyone; not just a short truce period, but the whole
of life; not just competition and winning, but also the values of participation and
cooperation; not just sport as an activity, but also as a formative and
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developmental influence contributing to desirable characteristics of individual
personality and social life.

Olympism —a universal social philosophy
For Olympism is a social philosophy, which emphasizes the role of sport
in world development, international understanding, peaceful coexistence, and
social and moral education. Coubertin understood, towards the end of the
nineteenth century, that sport was about to become a major growth point in
popular culture — and that, as physical activity, it was apparently universalizable,
providing a means of contact and communication across cultures.
A universal philosophy by definition sees itself as relevant to everyone,
regardless of nation, race, gender, social class, religion or ideology, and so the
Olympic movement has worked for a coherent universal representation of itself a concept of Olympism which identifies a range of values to which each nation
can sincerely commit itself whilst at the same time finding for the general idea
a form of expression which is unique to itself, generated by its own culture,
location, history, tradition and projected future.
Coubertin, being a product of late nineteenth-century liberalism, emphasized
the values of equality, fairness, justice, respect for persons, rationality and
understanding, autonomy, and excellence. These are values, which span nearly
3000 years of Olympic history, although some of them may be differently
interpreted at different times. They are, basically, the main values of liberal
humanism - or perhaps we should say simply humanism, since socialist societies
have found little difficulty in including Olympic ideals in their overall ideological
stance towards sport.
The contemporary task for the Olympic Movement is to further this project:
to try to see more clearly what its Games (and sport in wider society) might
come to mean. This task will be both at the level of ideas and of action. If the
practice of sport is to be pursued and developed according to Olympic values,
the theory must strive for a conception of Olympism which will support that
practice. The ideal should seek both to sustain sports practice and to lead sport
towards a vision of Olympism which will help to deal with the challenges which
are bound to emerge.

The Olympic Charter
The Olympic Charter (1991) states simply the relationship between Olympic
philosophy, ethics and education:
Fundamental Principle 2 (p. 7) says:
Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced
whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and
education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy found in effort,
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the educational value of good example and respect for universal fundamental
ethical principles.
Fundamental Principle 6 (p. 7) says:
The goal of the Olympic Movement is to contribute to building a peaceful
and better world by educating youth through sport practised without
discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which requires mutual
understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play.
Chapter IV deals with National Olympic Committees, and again states simply
and prominently the pre-eminent duties of NOCs with regard to Olympic
education (p. 31):
, The mission of the NOCs is to develop and protect the Olympic
Movement ... (and to) propagate the fundamental principles of Olympism at
national level within the framework of sports activity and otherwise contribute,
among other things, to the diffusion of Olympism in the teaching programmes
of physical education and sport in schools and university establishments (and to)
see to the creation of institutions which devote themselves to Olympic education.
If we add to this De Coubertin's famous dicta 'all sports for all people'
(quoted in During and Brisson, 1994, p. 187) and 'All games, all nations'
(Coubertin, 1934, p. 127) we seem to have a recipe for the core values
of Olympism: fair play, education and multiculturalism.
I believe that there is a close relationship between ethics and structures,
inasmuch as structures encapsulate and express values. It is possible to 'read off
working values from structures and compare them with professed values.
Conversely, the test of the sincerity with which professed values are held
is whether or not they are represented in working practices. What the Olympic
Movement means by its values should be written into its practices; and its
sincerity may be interrogated through the reality of its practices.
The Olympic Programme
Let us apply this test to the Olympic Programme. The main principles
of selection of sports for the Games are popularity and universality, and unity
of time and place is an important principle of organization during their
celebration. However, it also affirmed that one of the missions of the Olympic
Movement is to contribute to the development of sport in all its forms.
I believe that there is a contradiction here: the present criteria, though
reasonable, tend to produce a list of sports which have already attained world
popularity, which means, in effect, those which reflect the earlier cultural
hegemony of the West (see Landry, 1984). This has the effect of reducing
the popularity and influence of traditional and regional sports in favour
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of those on the Olympic programme. (There is an interesting discussion
of traditional games and regional identities in During and Brisson, 1994,
p. 188-9).
The underdevelopment of those sports is therefore produced by Olympic
criteria (a parallel with the 'development of underdevelopment' thesis within
development economics, which says that underdevelopment is not simply
a condition of a society, but rather a condition that is produced by development
elsewhere). Eichberg has described this as 'the non-recognition of non-Western
sports', corresponding to neo-colonization (1984, p. 98).
But, in the fifth stage of the globalization process, we should surely
be thinking of ways in which we can décentre Western within Olympic ideology,
and recognize significant sporting forms and practices from around the world.
There are many ways of doing this. The most radical suggestion might
be to rethink entirely the Olympic programme of sports and events.
Let me make a simple provocative suggestion: why not implement
a compensatory policy, according to which (for example) one popular sport
from each continent should be included in the official programme? This would
help to promote regional sports which have hitherto received little exposure
(kabbabi is one example from India); and it would be a practical way
of affirming a commitment to multiculturalism — an exemplar of the way
in which Olympic values might be enshrined in its structures.
The Olympic Movement and International Understanding
Let me draw attention to the emerging relationship between The Olympic
Movement and the United Nations, two global organizations facing similar
problems in regard to universality and particularity. The general problem is how
we are to operate at a global (universal) level whilst there exist such apparently
intractable differences at the particular level.
Some seek to resolve such difficulties by speaking of sport as a universal
language; but this seems to me to under-represent the case. Not just sport, but
Olympism itself seeks to be universal in its values: mutual recognition and
respect, tolerance, solidarity, equity, anti-discrimination, peace, multicultural ism, etc. This is a quite specific set of values, which are at once a
set of universal general principles: but which also require differential
interpretation in different cultures - stated in general terms whilst interpreted
in the particular.
This search for a universal representation at the interpersonal and political
level of our common humanity seems to me to be the essence of the optimism
and hope of Olympism and other forms of humanism and internationalism.
In the face of recent events in Europe and elsewhere it seems a fond hope and
a naïve optimism: but I for one shall continue to argue for and work towards
a future of promise, and I still see a strong case for sport as an efficient means.

90

I believe that sport has made an enormous contribution to modern society over
the past 100 years or so; and that the philosophy of Olympism has been
the most coherent systematization of the ethical and political values underlying
the practice of sport so far to have emerged.

Olympism: Immutable Values?
The principles of Olympism, to be universal, must be unchanging, and yet
they must apparently be everywhere different. They must not change over time,
but at all times we see rule changes reflecting social changes. How are these
paradoxes to be resolved?
What I have argued elsewhere (Parry, 1988) is that there are indeed
fundamental differences between the ancient and modern games, and between
Coubertin's revivalist ideas and those which are current today. The ancient
Games had developed over a thousand years, as an expression of the values of
a developing archaic community. The modern Games, however, were created
by a set of nineteenth century ideas which sought to impose a modern
ideology onto ancient values so as to affect contemporary social practice for
the better.
Such differences are inevitable, over time and space. Social ideas, or ideas
inscribed in social practices, depend upon a specific social order or a particular
set of social relationships for their full meaning to be exemplified. This seems
to suggest that such meanings are culturally relative and that therefore there
could be no such thing as a universal idea of Olympism. But are we doomed
to relativism? Are we doomed to a situation in which we must continue
to misunderstand one another, since we inhabit different cultures (and therefore
generate different meanings for 'Olympism')?
Rawls' distinction between concepts and conceptions is useful here. The
concept of Olympism will be at a high level of generality, although this does not
mean that it will be unclear. What it means is that the general ideas which
comprise its meaning will admit of possibly contesting interpretations. Thus,
naturally, the concept of Olympism will find different expressions in time and
place, history and geography. There will be differing conceptions of Olympism,
which will interpret the general concept in such a way as to bring it to real life
in a particular context.
Taken together, the promotion of these values will be seen to be the
educative task, and sport will be seen as a means. Each one of these values,
being articulated at a high level of generality, will admit of a wide range of
interpretation. But they nevertheless provide a framework which can be agreed
upon by social groups with very differing commitments. This raises the questions
of the relationships between such differing cultural formations, and of our own
attitudes towards cultural difference. One way of addressing these questions
is via a consideration of multiculturalism.
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1. Multiculturalism
In this edition I shall rely on two outstanding contributions to the debate,
by Tamir and Walzer, and I shall attempt to apply their insights to Olympism.
Tamir (1995) addresses the suggestion that we have reached 'the end
of history' - that is, that liberal democracy has won the battle for global political
hegemony. Whether or not this is the case, Tamir argues that attention to such
multicultural ideals as recognition, respect and equal status for all cultures will
became increasingly important.
Multiculturalism, says Rayz, 'requires a political society to recognize the equal
standing of all stable and viable communities existing in a society'. (1994, p. 69).
However, some of these may be authoritarian, illiberal and oppressive. Does
'multiculturalism' apply equally to all communities? In order to address this
question, Tamir distinguishes two concepts of multiculturalism:
Thin multiculturalism involves differences between liberal cultures (so there's
no problem of cultural relativism here).
Thick multiculturalism involves differences between liberal and illiberal
cultures. Thin multiculturalism leads to an interest-group politics. Thick
multiculturalism leads to a stand-off, where an illiberal point of view seeks
to secure its own existence within liberal society.

Thin Multiculturalism
An example of thin multiculturalism is that of English-speaking and French
Canadians, which is an intra-liberal debate over the interpretation of liberalism'.
Walzer (1992, p. 99) calls these Liberalism 1 (committed to individual rights and
to a rigorously neutral state); and Liberalism 2 (which allows for the state to be
committed to the survival and flourishing of particular cultures, as long as the
basic rights of all citizens are protected). Lib1 is appropriate to immigrant
societies wishing to promote integration; Lib2 is appropriate to culturally
homogeneous states, or those composed of several distinct, well-defined groups.
However, Tamir suggests, Lib1 is impossible in practice - e.g. the Canadian
state worked so as to marginalize the Québécois, thus provoking a Lib2 reaction
from local government. The common good of the English speaker is wellprotected, such that no special measures are needed to protect it, and it is taken
for granted. The Québécois, however, see themselves as threatened.
A few states are mono-cultural (Japan, Norway). A few bi-cultural (the
former Czechoslovakia and Belgium). Some are multicultural, but with a large
majority culture (Britain, Israel, Spain). Some are really multicultural
(Switzerland, the former Yugoslavia). How are we to deal with this? One way
is simply to allow access for all to the democratic decision-making process.
Even if, under democracy, minorities always lose out, they can't say it wasn't
(in a sense) fair.
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Tamir's main claim, though, is that we all need induction into the discourse
of rights and rationality, since without such 'thin civic education', cross-cultural
discussions based on equal respect and concern for all will be impossible. This
kind of consideration is not based on assimilation; but on a valuing of diversity.
'It is a respect for and a belief in the importance of belonging to thick cultures
that motivates the search for a thin layer of agreement' (see Walzer, 1995).
Thick Multiculturalism
This calls for a compromise between liberal and illiberal views. Here
questions of cultural relativism may indeed arise. For example, the wearing
of special headgear is not allowed in French public educational institutions, but
they may be worn in the private sphere, which liberals see as the proper sphere
in which to express identities. But what French officials see as imposing
neutrality, Muslims see as a campaign against Islam (since Muslims do not see
religion as something that can remain in the private sphere - God's commands
apply everywhere).
Nagel says (1991, p. 169): 'When a conflict involves systems of values
so opposed that the adherents of each not only think the other completely
wrong, but they cannot accord the others freedom to act on their values without
betraying themselves' then the matter cannot be resolved by an agreement
on general principles, or by achieving overlapping consensus.
So: can a thick multicultural society find a way to counter cultural conflicts?
Rawls attempt to draw guidelines for a Law of Peoples acceptable to members
of liberal and illiberal societies, by introducing the notion of 'reasonable
societies'. These societies, though illiberal, follow certain core principles:
•
•
•
•

Peace (they gain their ends through diplomacy and trade)
Common Good (a conception of justice)
Consultation (a reasonable hierarchy thereof)
Responsibility (citizens recognize their obligations and play a part
in social life).
• Freedom (some freedom of conscience/thought)
However, aren't most illiberal societies unreasonable ones, too? Even if they
are, the attempt to bring them under a Law is important, since it draws the limits
of a possible compromise. Such a compromise is possible due to the distinction
between Rights- based Liberalism and Autonomy-based Liberalism.
Rights-based Liberalism (RBL) can express tolerance and respect for decent
illiberalism; but Autonomy-based Liberalism (ABL) can respect only autonomysupporting cultures (namely, liberal ones!). It thus cannot avoid the trivialization
of pluralism. Since ABL takes autonomy as paramount, it ranks societies by their
potential contribution to the conditions of autonomy, and therefore judges
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illiberal cultures to be inferior. As members of such cultures insist on 'bringing
up their children in their own ways', Raz writes, they are, 'in the eyes of a liberal
like myself, harming them'. Liberals are justified in seeking to assimilate those
cultures, even at the cost of letting them die.
But assimilation is not the necessary conclusion of RBL, which places as its
core a commitment to equal concern and respect for individuals, their
preferences and interests, regardless of whether they were formed
autonomously. This is important for multiculturalism: ABL endorses toleration
of illiberal cultures which provide their members with a decent and life-chances.
For RBL the question is not which societies allow individuals the better
to develop their autonomy; but which societies individuals would like to live in.
As Mendus says: ABL prevents us from appreciating other cultures, since our
autonomy-valuing gets in the way of a proper appreciation of their virtues. RBL
might be more open-minded about the set of values offered by another;
multiculturalism might be seen as a way of enriching the liberal perspective;
of 'decentring and coming to terms with otherness'. Feinberg argues that this is
the major task for the education of a democratic public in a multicultural society.
Illiberal groups, however, regard such encounters as threatening. In the
Mozert case discussed by Macedo some fundamentalists objected to a reading
programme which interfered with their free exercise of their religion by
'exposing the children to a variety of religious points of view in an even-handed
manner, thus denigrating the truth of their particular religion'.
Members of illiberal groups often feel that they have been forced to join
a liberal game, which places such liberal values as pluralism and diversity at its
core. Liberals present the game as a concession to the demands of illiberal
groups, celebrating all their beliefs, ways of life and conceptions of the good.
But the game's central procedural values are external to illiberal traditions,
asking them to compromise their beliefs and face the risk of assimilation.
So how are we to approach illiberal groups? At present they cooperate out
of fear - they are minorities (e.g.), and if they were majorities they would
impose their own ways. It is not even a principled modus vivendi (live and let
live), but a conditional one, based on fear. Tamir's conclusion is that thick
multiculturalism makes it impossible to achieve a political agreement which
could be seen as ideal by either party; and liberals should limit their demands
and expectations of illiberal groups. Probably the best that can be achieved is an
untidy compromise. There is no right solution, but maybe some reasonable ones,
the product of continuing negotiations.
I believe that the distinction between thick and thin multiculturalism
is a clever, accurate and useful one, and I think it directly applies to the
explication and justification of the concept of Olympism. Above, I outlined the
distinction between concepts and conceptions, and argued that the concept
of Olympism will be at a high level of generality. In fact, it sets out a range of
'thin' liberal values. However, the values which comprise its meaning will admit
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of contesting interpretations, exhibiting a range of 'thick' values as the concept
of Olympism finds different expressions in time and place, history and
geography.
In terms of promoting its aims of international understanding and
multiculturalism, it is most important that the Olympic movement continues to
work for a coherent universal representation of itself - a concept of Olympism to
which each nation can sincerely commit itself whilst at the same time finding for
the general idea a form of expression (a conception) which is unique to itself,
generated by its own culture, location, history, tradition and projected future.*

Multiculturalism and Democratic Citizenship
In his article on education and multiculturalism, Walzer (1995) examines
arguments about democratic citizenship and how to encourage it. He is
particularly concerned to take account of the history that has produced the
specific assortment of 'cultures' that we see today.
He begins with three ideal typical accounts:
1. The old empires: different cultural groups brought together through ad
hoc process of expansion: conquest, purchase marriage etc. "Sometimes the
imperial elite tried to impose its own language and culture on all its subjects...
But often it was content to allow them considerable autonomy in exchange for
their acceptance of imperial hegemony".
2. The modern nation state (which nearly always incorporates a number
of national minorities) aims at the cultural survival and well-being of the
majority, whatever its attitude to minorities.
3. Emigrant societies (e.g. the USA) takes shape through the arrival
of settlers. Here, the state is often forced into a kind of neutrality, so that
different cultural groups must sustain their own religious and cultural life.
To each of these institutional histories there corresponds a set of educational
arrangements;
1. In the old empires, autonomous communities organized their own schools
and planned their own curricula.
2. Nation states impose a national curriculum and a national language.
3. In emigrant societies there is likely to be a single public school
system, which either ignores all the constituent cultures or struggles
to give equal time and space to each of them. In such cases the civic curriculum
itself will not be multicultural, nor will particular schools necessarily have
a multicultural curriculum. Multiculturalism will be a feature of the educational
system as a whole (because there are many cultures in it). However, a common
civic curriculum is necessary for two reasons: because the state has to guarantee
its own survival; and because a more general identity provides the best motive
for a sympathetic understanding of others.
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The civic curriculum itself will therefore be one which presses the claims
of a particular political ideal: democratic citizenship. In Walzer's view this will
require:
1. A history of democratic institutions and practices.
2. A philosophy or political theory of democratic government.
3. A practical political science of democracy ('how to do it' for citizens).
Of course, this is all in the context of opportunities for debate, compromise,
tolerance of disagreement, scepticism about authority, and so on.
I believe that providing multicultural education in and for modern democracies is a new and urgent task, and one that must be made to work if we are
to secure a workable political heritage for future generations. In the present
global political context, this means promoting international understanding and
mutual respect; and a commitment to the peaceful resolution of conflict.
In the case of Olympism, I think that the 'thin' values underpinning the rule
structures of sport, acceptance of which by all participants is a precondition
of the continuing existence of sporting competition, support at the educational
and cultural levels such political efforts. Children who are brought into sporting
practices, and who are aware of international competitions such as the Olympic
Games and the World Cup, are thereby becoming aware of the possibilities
of international cooperation, mutual respect, and mutual valuing.

4. A Philosophical Anthropology of Olympism
Based on its heritage and traditions, each society (and each ideology) has
a political and philosophical anthropology — an idealized conception of the kind
of person that that society (or ideology) values, and tries to produce and
reproduce through its formal and informal institutions.
I have elsewhere tried to present a philosophical anthropology of Olympism
as part of an explication of its ideology, and as a contribution to a theory
on physical education (Parry 1998a, 1998b). If what I have said above about thin
multiculturalism is correct, then Olympism is well placed to provide the basis
for the world-wide development of physical education as a valued element in
everyone's general education.
Note:

* all unreferenced sources in this section are referenced in Tamir, 1995.
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EDUCATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE
WORLD YOUTH GAMES
BY PROFESSOR VLADIMIR
RODICHENKO (RUS)
Vice-president of the Russian Olympic Committee

Firstly, I would like to thank the International Olympic Academy for inviting
me to take part in the session and make a presentation. I believe this invitation
is a positive sign of the very close cooperation established between the Russian
Olympic Committee and the International Olympic Academy over the last eight
years.
I am also satisfied with the general topic of our session, "The Olympic Ideal and
Global Culture", and the fact that the organizers of the session had the good sense
to recognize the relation between this topic and the first World Youth Games. The
Olympic ideal greatly influenced these Games which have become a new
phenomenon in world culture, as well as determining their educational values.
As a member of the Organizing Committee of the Games, and having
been involved in the elaboration of their concept, my approach was based
on sports competitions and pedagogical processes. This view supplemented
the organizational components of the Games which were established
under the supervision of Mr. Yuri Luzhkov, Mayor of Moscow, Mr. Valéry
Shantzev, Vice-Mayor of Moscow, Prof. Lev Kofman, Head of the Executive
Administration of the Games, with the participation of the Russian Olympic
Committee headed by IOC member Mr. Vitaly Smirnov.
1. Olympism as an Educational Approach
The World Youth Games became for the world sports community one
of the most important multisports competitions of 1998, comparable
to the 18 th Olympic Winter Games in Nagano and the Goodwill Games
in New York. Their place on the international scene is even more remarkable
if you consider that these Games have no deep-rooted tradition and have
had no time to develop as a focus of media attention.
The educational aspects of the Games were completely determined by the
general organizational approach.
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We had the freedom to choose the organizational structure and the
educational principles to be applied during the Games. We took into
consideration two different elements:
• the important role of the Olympic Movement in modern society which,
despite the present crisis, is one of the most authoritative social movements
of the present day and contributes greatly to human values in the last decade
of the 20th Century;
• the problems and difficulties experienced by the Olympic Movement
on a world and national level, as well as possible negative effects on sport,
threats to the physical and mental health of the athletes, in particular the
younger athletes, which are linked to problems of drug abuse, aggression,
violence, chauvinism, misconduct and disregard of the principles of Fair Play.
We decided that:
• if we wished to make participants and spectators aware of the concept
of Olympism, our main objective would be educational;
• Olympism would be the educational theme of the First World Youth
Games;
• the Games themselves would become a model for the promotion
of Olympism.
This is why, when we were planning the first ever world-wide multisports
competitions for children and young people, we saw ourselves as part of the
world Olympic community. The young participants in the Moscow competitions
should not feel as though they are athletes who have come to take part
in routine competitions, thousands of which are held regularly; they should feel
first and foremost that they are fully-fledged members of the Olympic family.
They should take part in World Games in a city which is truly Olympic in spirit,
traditions, organization and hospitality.
Little does it matter if the first Games for young athletes from all the
continents of the world have not yet been called Olympic. They have all the
Olympic attributes: the Olympic flame lit in Greece, the Olympic symbol - five
interlaced rings - which is used not for commercial purposes but for the
promotion of Olympism, the Olympic anthem and the Olympic motto "Citius,
Altius, Fortius."
Additionally we made full use of the historic experience of organizing the
Olympic Games and the century-old wisdom of the Olympic Charter, all of which
we have combined with the Muscovites' enthusiasm and the resources gained from
true, not just declared, reforms of the capital's economic and social situation.
2. Olympism as a Fundamental Basis for the Games
We regarded this event from the very beginning as Russia's and its capital's
enthusiastic and selfless contribution to the world Olympic Movement, the desire
to enrich the world sports movement with a new tradition to complete young
people's ascent to the Olympic summit.
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Our initiative was welcomed with understanding and unequivocal support
by the entire Olympic movement and above all its leader, President Samaranch.
The Agreement between the IOC and the city of Moscow, signed under the
aegis of the IOC on 15th April 1997, the terms of which were all adhered to by
both parties, enabled the first ever World Youth Games to attain the high level
typical of events with a long history and great traditions.
In accordance with Article 5 of the Olympic Charter, competitions under IOC
patronage are to be held under the control of the respective National Olympic
Committee. The Russian Olympic Committee did not limit itself to controlling.
As a matter of fact, it acted as part of the Organizing Committee.
Where physical and intellectual education was concerned, our concept of the
first World Youth Games was based on three interconnected elements:
• the enrichment of the world competitive system through the organization
of multisports competitions for young people, a form of Olympic Games for the
21st Century to ensure universality and the succession and continuity of Olympic
athletic performances;
• organizing the Games in accordance with the values of Olympism
to ensure harmony between body, will and mind in a synthesis of sport, culture,
education and science;
• organizing a world festival of a high standard which would set
an example for future megaevents. This involved creating a model for
multisports competitions that would be used as a standard for many decades
to come, like the Olympic Games in Moscow in 1980.
3. From the Concept to Implementation
The organizers of the Games strove to implement the main ideas of the
concept as well as its finer points.
For example, the peacemaking role of the Olympic Movement, related to the
educational role of the Games, was implemented through the adoption of the
joint declaration of the Mayor of Moscow and President of the ROC, in keeping
with the tradition of Olympic Truce:
"....We appeal to politicians, heads of states, cities and populated areas
as well as National Olympic Committees throughout the world, from now until
the conclusion of the World Youth Games of 1998, to use all means possible,
including prestige, to exert influence on administrative, legal and moral affairs
in order to put a stop to ethnic or other conflicts, hostility, violence and
aggression so as to restore peace and public order on Earth".
In keeping with our concept of the Games, we tried to raise them
to Olympic standard, primarily by providing optimum conditions for the
athletes. Following the IOC's policy during the last decade, we did not want
to achieve this objective at the expense of the participating countries. The City
of Moscow covered all the expenses of the participants and those we consider
members of the Olympic family.
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According to most of the delegations, the new Olympic Village, built
in Moscow's most environmentally-friendly district, was of a similar standard
to the majority of Olympic villages with regard to living conditions and
recreational facilities.
Naturally our principle concern involved organizing the competitions, and
our main aim was to ensure the best conditions possible for the athletes that
would enable them to perform to the best of their abilities.
A number of Olympic standard events took place at the competition venues
used at the XXII Olympiad in 1980. They had, obviously, undergone
considerable renovation.
We organized the competitions in close collaboration with our National
Sports Federations and with the help of the International Federations. The
officials were truly an international group: there were 520 judges and referees
from abroad.
The main sports programme involved competitions in 15 sports and
disciplines including those sports which have always been popular among
children and young people and those whose popularity is increasing yearly:
athletics, basketball, fencing, football, handball, gymnastics, judo, rhythmic
gymnastics, swimming, synchronized swimming, tennis, table tennis, volleyball
and wrestling. Furthermore, exhibitions of 32 sports were held.
131 National Olympic Committees sent over 7000 participants and officials
to the World Youth Games.
Young athletes from 68 countries, over half the number of participating
countries, took home 523 medals. This led us to a conclusion of decisive
importance where the World Youth Games were concerned: the great majority
of the countries made use of the Games to bring the participants' potential
to attend the Olympic Games to the notice of nations and public bodies, and
to focus their interest on the development of children's and youth sport.
More than 1.2 million Muscovites and guests attended the Games. They
succeeded in making athletes and spectators aware of the concept of Olympism,
confirming our initial objective. Proof of this is the fact that the young Muscovite
spectators at the Games were awarded a special prize by the European Fair Play
Executive Committee for their benevolent attitude towards all the athletes.
In accordance with our objectives, the sporting part of the Games was
accompanied by a vast cultural programme representing all forms of art.
We wanted our opening ceremony to contribute to the world Olympic
experience accumulated over the centuries. National folklore festivals, a World
youth music forum, and various art contests and performances formed
an integral part of the Games.
4. Olympic Education and Science as Components of the Games
The Olympic education program made up the third part of the plan we
adopted concerning the Games.
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We proceeded from the principle that the Olympic education system needed
further development and application, inasmuch as it constitutes an important
means of teaching children and youth the spiritual and moral ideals of Olympism
and the humanitarian values of modern culture. It is also a means of turning
them towards Olympic ideals and teaching them a code of conduct in accordance
with the principles of Fair Play.
Schools in Moscow have launched a system of Olympic education, which was
set up by the Russian Olympic Committee. Today Moscow school-leavers know
the names of Olympic heroes as well as the Olympic traditions and the
contribution the Olympic Movement has been making to modern society.
And now in 1999 during the crisis period of the Olympic Movement,
we realize how right we were to attach importance to the promotion
of Olympism on all levels of society and to give such high priority to Olympic
education.
Finally, the forth constituent part of the World Youth Games was the
«Youth - Science - Olympism» International Forum. It was opened by the IOC
President, who gave an extensive speech on the programme. 250 scientists and
sports experts from 41 countries representing all the continents took part in the
Forum.
Three important subject areas were discussed, including Youth Sport in the
21st Century, Practice of Olympic Education and the "World Youth Games:
concepts, problems and perspectives". The conclusions of these debates held
by highly qualified scientists and experts were one of the most important
achievements of the Forum.
It was noted that children's and youth sport should be included among the
highest priorities of development and studies of the Olympic Movement.
It was stated in the Moscow Declaration, unanimously adopted at the Forum,
that in future organization of such World Youth Games could become
a powerful permanent factor in the development of children's and youth sports,
as well as the Olympic Movement as a whole.
Thus the programme of Olympic education and the Youth-Science-Olympism
International Forum concluded the list of educational aspects of the World Youth
Games, which my speech is about.
5. In Search of an Optimistic Future
The further we move away from the Games, the more we think about their
future prospects. For we fully share the opinion of most leaders of national
sports delegations that multisports world competitions for the young are
a necessity for the 21st century.
Before the end of the Games in Moscow a working group was set up
comprising representatives from 14 countries from all the continents. It was
decided to organize a permanent International World Youth Games Coordinating
Committee to study the possibility of holding future Games.
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On December 13th, 1998, in Lausanne, the delegation of the City of Moscow,
headed by its Mayor Mr. Juri Luzhkov, submitted a report to the IOC Executive
Committee.
The first experience was unanimously approved. The IOC President proposed
to discuss the candidates for the next Games at the meeting of the Executive
Committee in spring 2000.
But at the present initial stage of development of the world multisports
competitions for children and youth it is hard to expect full reimbursement with
the money from the Organizing Committee's activities, the sale of TV rights and
the sale of rights to use the Olympic Games symbols. That is why, at the time,
such Games could be held only in those countries able to organize them with
state aid, budget financing and other subsidies, to the extent that the sponsor did
not make any real profits.
The candidate cities could choose a simpler formula, keeping only to the
sports programme, which would reduce expenses. Such a formula could be
introduced.
We finally came to two conclusions:
• the optimistic conclusion, where multisports world competitions for
children and youth should occupy a place in the international sports calendar;
• the productive conclusion, regarding the necessity to strengthen the
contribution of the Olympic Movement to modern society by giving it new
impetus, by way of the development and practical implementation of projects
and programmes, making the world more aware of the spiritual and moral
values of sport, drawing their attention to sport for children and youth, by
finding a scientific basis for this model which will occupy a significant place
in sport and the Olympic Movement in the 21st Century.
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LOCAL AND GLOBAL ASPECTS OF THE
OLYMPIC GAMES
BY PROF. SHIN-PYO KANG (KOR)
Professor of Anthropology and Sociology,
Inje University

Introduction
No individual can live alone. From the beginning, one is born from others,
from father and mother. At the same time, peoples are only members of the
groups in which their survival are possible. These groups define family, clan,
ethnic group and nation. Like an individual, a group can survive only through
interacting with other groups. But groups are not merely aggregates of individual
persons. They have their individual and communal memories of past survivals,
through history and culture. This provides them with the context and identity
necessary to struggle and survive given situations. As human history shows, the
sustainable situations required for growth to succeed and prosper have been
constantly changing. Human social progress continues to struggle and seek
to cope with changing situations.
Harmony and Progress was the motto chosen for the Seoul Olympic Games.
The credo of the Games of the XXIV Olympiad in Seoul was as follows:
To build a peaceful world, a primary goal of the Olympic Movement and the
unwavering, historic desire of the Korean people. With this lofty goal in mind,
we adopt "Harmony and Progress" as the motto for the Seoul Olympic Games.
By respecting and adhering to the letter and the spirit of the Olympic Charter
in the staging of our Games, we are making every effort to provide and
opportunity for all the people of the world to make meaningful progress toward
global harmony and the long cherished aspiration of mankind: lasting prosperity,
peace and happiness.
We are committed to making the Game a joyful festival in which the
many cultures of the world can join in harmony against the background of the
5000-years-old culture of this country. Here, the youth of the world can
demonstrate their strength and prowess to the fullest while enjoying the warm
hospitality of the Korean people and the beauty of their peninsula.
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It was an immense honour for us to have been selected to host the 1988
Games, and we are directing our total effort, energy, and expertise toward
completing the awesome task. In so doing we hope to infuse "new hope" into
the Olympic Movement, give encouragement to nations striving to develop, and
write a glorious chapter not only in the history annals of the Olympic Games.
In order to define the significance and characteristics of the Seoul Olympic
Games, the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee (SLOOC) organized
a consultative council among relevant personalities four years before the Games
(1988) to work on the formulation of the motto. They sought to reflect the
opinions of local academic, journalistic and sports communities. It took four
months to adopt "Harmony and Progress". The Olympic credo consisted of four
sections. The first underlined Korea's orientation towards peace, the second dealt
with willing compliance to the Olympic Charter in the pursuit of harmony and
progress of mankind, the third section emphasized the excellence of traditional
Korean culture and our exemplary staging of the Olympic Games, and the final
section trumpeted the significance of the Seoul Olympic Games.

Local and Global Aspects of the Olympiad
Local and global are mentioned in the credos of the Olympic Games. The
primary goal of the Olympic Movement is to build a peaceful and living world,
as we know it. Paradoxically, however, the lives of many different people are
not full of peace. Even at present, the ever-widening rifts caused by long years
of misunderstanding, shameful impatience differing opinions, apathy and
injustice are prevalent in every one of our global societies. After bitterly
experiencing Japanese colonial rule and being devastated by the Korean Civil
War during the Cold War period, a primary goal of a peaceful society is an
unwavering and historic desire for the Korean people. In Fundamental Principle
No.6 of the Olympic Charter, the goal of the Olympic Movement is vividly
described as "to contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating
youth through sport practised without discrimination of any kind and in the
Olympic spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship,
solidarity and fair play." Harmony and Progress is for all the people of the world.
That is meaningful progress towards global harmony and long cherished
aspirations that may universally infuse mankind: lasting prosperity, lasting peace
and lasting happiness.
John MacAloon, the most prominent scholar of the modern Olympic
Movement, has frequently observed that it is astonishing that people meeting
every four years and "running around in short pants" can contribute to world
peace and international understanding. (MacAloon 1981: xi). In ancient Greece,
the Olympic festival was not only a religious ritual and national sports gathering
but also at times the setting for celebrations of dance, song and poetry. This
e v e n t p r o v i d e d t h e p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s c i t y- s t a t e s w i t h a n a v e n u e o f
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communication and the foundations of Greek solidarity. Today, Olympic sport
is a physical competition, which serves as one type of human experience and
universal language. The ideas and commitment of Pierre de Coubertin, the
founder of the modern Olympic Movement, were quite extraordinary.
Coubertin's first concern was with educational reform. For this reason he visited
England and then North America. On his travels he was impressed by the
growing enthusiasm for sports and envisioned the potential of combining that
enthusiasm with spirit of the ancient Greek Olympic. Once Pierre de Coubertin
wrote, "Nothing in ancient history has given me more food for thought than
Olympia" (Coubertin 1908: 89). From the outset he stressed how the Olympic
Games could bring social reform, mutual understanding and world peace.
Coubertin's emphasis was on internationalism rather than the cosmopolitanism
so prevalent at that time. All of us can learn from his ideas. We are living
together in one world but must acknowledge the differences among
us. Therefore, what we can do is to recognize and respect these differences.
The Olympic Games provide an appropriate opportunity.
The Olympic Games commence with the opening ceremonies as participants
march into the stadium equally, not knowing the outcome of competition.
Participation and competition are based on an institutionalized set of rules under
which all individuals participate equally. Once competition begins the winners
and losers are ranked accordingly. There is a clear result: winner or loser. After
a certain period of time, competition repeats itself under the same conditions.
There is no eternal winner nor loser. When the Games are over, the closing
ceremonies follow. Regardless of winners and losers all participants come to feel
a sense of oneness among themselves and with the audience. This is the
reaffirmation that we are living together peacefully. Olympic competition
is based on the individual, regardless of religious, ethnic, or class background.
One's victory is praised as an individual achievement. An individual, however,
cannot exist in isolation from the group. As hero of the group, the athlete may
be stripped of his or her individuality. For example, Chalip has shown that,
in the American case, the popular representation of Olympic athletes strips each
of his or her individual identity. (Chalip n.d.). The American athlete is not
popularly perceived to have any non-sport agendas or ideals. Rather, the athlete
is perceived to be filled with, and thus made symbolic of, the traits which the
group prescribes for heroism. Therefore the athlete comes to represent the
group's self-identity.
As MacAloon suggests, the significance of the Olympic Games lies in the
symbolic domain. Human beings are symbolic creatures and the Olympics have
symbolic meaning to mankind. According to him, man's activities of creating,
sharing and interpreting meaning are autonomous. Man's participation, due
to the Olympic symbol, can be observed in various dimensions; such as, "giant
playground, marketplace, theatre, world field, church, arena, festival, and various
symbols of a Broadway show" (MacAloon 1981: 5). In the 20th Century man's
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life is dominated by this symbolic life. The Olympic gathering also confirms this
symbolic power. Various aspects of symbolic meaning attract different kinds
of people. The Olympic Games require the challenges of meeting people with
various cultural backgrounds and a necessary challenge for mutual
understanding. In order to understand one's own identity, one must confront
others. If we are hesitant to participate in this encounter we cannot survive
on the global stage.

World toward Seoul, Seoul toward world
When SLOOC became committed to making the Seoul Olympic Games
a joyful festival in which the many local cultures of the world could join
in harmony against the background of the 5000-years-old culture of this country,
a new slogan was added to the motto, "Saegye nun Seoul ro, Seoul un Saegye
ro" (the world toward Seoul, Seoul toward the world).
In the preparation of the scenarios for the opening and closing ceremonies,
literally hundreds of scholars and artists were invited to participate in order
to realize "Saegye nun Seoul ro, Seoul un Saegye ro", the World to Seoul, Seoul
to the World. For more than three years, they studied, reviewed, and analysed
ceremonies which had accompanied previous Olympic Games, discovering that
they are less a national (local) matter than an international (global) event: hence
lessons were to be learned from past hosts. It became apparent that the main
issue was how to synthesize universalizing cultural code with particular cultural
codes. Those involved had to determine what was the particular Korean cultural
code that would provide the basic guiding logic and principles. Whereas
anthropologists normally look for underlying cultural codes which are largely
unconscious in operation and practice, here they were to create and even
"invent" the scenario culture. At the same time, it is probably beyond the
capacities of even such a dedicated and resourceful army of scholars, artists, and
cultural specialists to produce a logic of cultural representation that would have
sufficient depth and would be both coherent and persuasive to Korean
audiences. Whether drawn from cultural repertoires widely accepted as
"traditional" or created afresh through a process of bricolage, particular
performances and the symbolic forms which composed them certainly had to be
arranged and altered to fit the radically novel situation of the Opening
Ceremony, the stadium site, open-air choreography, television constraints,
international expectations, and so on. The issue is rather the grammatical code
that would draw these various components into an ordered unity, acutely
depicting and performing, at this more fundamental level, the character
of Korea's local cultural heritage.
The code which was mobilized, in a combination of self-conscious reflection
and unconscious emergence, was the code of Dae-dae (Kang 1991: 54-58).
It was hardly the only cultural code engaged in these ceremonies. As Kapferer
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has pointed out, in no complex literate civilization today, and perhaps in no
society, is there only one ontology or deep cultural grammar operating.
(Kapferer, 1988: pp. 3-48) Logical elements labelled "Western" for convenience
now have Korean provenances as well, and the creators of the Olympic
ceremonies found it necessary and desirable to accommodate them. Indeed,
some of the planners thought to do so through an explicitly "post-modernist"
strategy, Derrida and Lyotard being sometimes cited in discussions as frequently
as the great scholars in the Korean tradition (Dilling, 1990). At the same time,
Dae-dae was not just one code among others. Because of the specific properties
of its logic, it served as a kind of metacode in drawing "the Olympic" and "the
Korean" into relations of contrast, complementarity, and harmony.
The overall theme of the Seoul Olympic Games, the ideal to be
accomplished, was "Harmony and Progress". Here one sees a complementary
pair. Harmony means "space", the synchronie and paradigmatic. Progress means
"time", the diachronic, syntagmatic dimension. This binary set is composed
according to a yin/yang logic, setting the issue for Korea and the world of
creating a balance and a synthesis between harmony and progress. A second
binary pair, Seoul/the world, forms the centre of complex semantic relations in
the official motto of the Olympic Games. "the world towards Seoul, Seoul
towards the world". Alternative English translations of the motto bring out the
creative duality of the Korean verb form and the optative, subjunctive, and
imperative possibilities of mood. "Let the World Come/Go Out to Seoul, Let
Seoul Come/ Go Out to the World", or, from the point of view of Korean
speakers, "Bring the World to Seoul, Send Seoul Out Into the World". In Dae-dae
grammar, going and coming, bringing and sending are not opposed but two
aspects of the same dialectical process. In the Olympic and historical context, the
World/Seoul pair is associated with further oppositions seeking mediation in the
new order of things.
Seoul
Local

World
Global

Particularity
National History and Culture

Universality
Global History and Culture

"The Third World"

"The Advanced World"

Reality (Within the Barrier)

Ideal (Beyond all Barriers)

"Beyond all Barriers" was the title and the organizing theme of the Olympic
Games Opening Ceremonies, whose scenario sought through the Dae-dae
cultural code to bring Olympic universality and Korean particularity into
dynamic, dialectical reciprocity and emergent harmony. To further appreciate
how the various episodes of the ceremony were arranged grammatically and

108

syntactically from a Korean point of view, an additional general feature of Daedae logic must be indicated. Yang and yin stand to one another as templates to
transformation. This process is illustrated visually in the form of Korea's national
taeguk symbol and is omnipresent in the ceremonies as a kind of code key
reminding all of the logic organizing them. Each template (yang), for example on
a particular ceremony scene, calls out and joins with transformation (yin), which
in turn serves as a template for a subsequent scene which incorporates its own
transformation, and so an, in an endless series of transformations which are
nonetheless harmonically balanced at each moment. Thus is created the
simultaneous impression of movement and non-movement, or better, movement
in non-movement and non-movement in movement, which is an essential feature
of Korean aesthetics and their underlying ontologies, here especially Mahayana
Buddhism.
The arrival of the Olympic song hwa (sacred fire) is both the culmination
of the earlier ritual processes of the Greek flame-lighting with the torch relay
across the host country and the high point of the official part of the Olympic
Opening Ceremony in the stadium. A majority of Koreans watched the television
coverage of the initial ceremony at Ancient Olympia in Greece, where the
bringing down of the fire from Heaven to Earth through the medium of a female
spiritual figure, the priestess of Hera, happened to match Korean cultural
conceptions quite neatly. In Athens, the fire was handed over by Greek officials
to a Korean delegation composed of representatives of all social strata and
a famous Korean art troupe. Listening to the thousands of Greeks assembled
in the Panathenaic stadium shouting "Korea- Seoul" led Korean commentators
and audiences to search for connections between the Balkan and Korean
peninsulas, two areas from opposite sides of the earth. The difference between
East and West compares to the difference between day and night. As the Earth
is round, one nation has daylight while the other has night, a constant cycle
of life activity. Just as Ancient Greece was a point where East and West met,
where Middle Eastern and Chinese wisdom were transmitted to Europe and
European culture to the East, so too Korea has served and continues to serve
as a crossroads between Asia and the West.
By representing the Hellenistic roots of European civilization, the Olympic
flame came to symbolize a kind of Western essence for Koreans, an essence now
willingly entrusted to Korea and accepted by her gratefully in equal partnership.
Lingering Greek resentment for the American treatment of the flame on the
occasion of the previous Los Angeles Olympic Games added a situational factor
with Korean resonance as well. In 1988, this process of mutually respectful
cooperation between East and West, Korea and Greece, could be seen in paired
contrast with the earlier invasion of Korea by Western capitalism, iron ships and
weaponry, followed by Christianity, which treated the traditions of ancestor
worship as superstitions and thereby sought to destroy an integral East Asian
cultural tradition. Koreans were reminded that the original Olympic Games were
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destroyed by the colonization of Greece from her west by Romans and
Christians. Additional space/time complementarities and transformations were set
into the logical motion of Dae-dae, for example relations between the past
measured in millennia and the changes of the late 20th century measured in
decades, years, and days. Greek civilization, coming along Alexander's route
along the Silk Road, took a hundred years to reach the centre of Korean
civilization, Kyongju and Sokkuram Grotto, of UNESCO's World Culture Heritage.
Now the flame as a symbol of Western civilization arrived on Korean soil
overnight by aeroplane and was carried to these same centres by Korean
torchbearers. As the Olympic fire and flame ritual were Koreanized, Koreans
were reminded of their past sufferings, of what adapting to the West had meant,
and yet of how they had triumphed: the West need no longer represent military
strength, but intercultural cooperation, peace and harmony among civilizations
newly portrayed as complementary and even equal.

Characteristics of the Opening Ceremonies
Recently Fernand Landry and Magdelene Yerles (1996: 310-317) analysed
different cultural productions and intercultural communication in the opening
and closing ceremonies of the Olympic Games. The IOC provides for little
latitude in the design and unfolding of the central ceremonial, but the choices
of the respective ORGANIZING Committees of the Olympic Games are all the
more visible and representative of local values, intentions and creativity
(MacAloon 1992: 36). In Munich (1972), for example, the opening ceremony was
to appear neither religious, militaristic, nor overly pompous. Instead it was
intended to be spontaneous and light and to establish a rapport between the
performers in the arena and the audience on the tiers. The entry of the athletes
was nevertheless accompanied by familiar non-military marches, swinging
march-like melodies and, above all, folk songs from all over the world.
In Montreal (1976), the main ceremony bore a stamp of the cultural and
political scenes of the period: the French alphabetical order was adopted for the
entry of the delegations, thus underlining the role of the French language in
Quebec and in Canada; the bearers of the Olympic flag and those accompanying
them were twelve in number, representing Canada's ten provinces and two
territories, reflecting the pan- Canadianism that was prevalent at the time; the
two bearers. A young anglophone from Toronto and a young francophone from
Montreal, symbolized Canada's two founding peoples, and reflected the cultural
duality of Canada, a widespread concept at the time. In Moscow (1980), the
central ceremony was solemn and sober, underlined at the opening by the
highly symbolic timber of the Kremlin carillon, amplified by dozens of powerful
loud speakers, and a melody by the composer Shostakovich. The organizers'
effort were mainly directed toward the overall sports and folklore-related
demonstrations that followed the protocol part of the ceremonies.
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In Los Angeles (1984), the LAOOC subordinated protocol to the spectacle,
and the IOC consented to a modification in the usual sequence of the Olympic
ceremonial. During the opening ceremony, the cultural part of the programme
was placed before the entry of the athletes to fill the entire infield. Again
in a spirit of showmanship, the transmission of the Olympic flag was moved
to another portion of the ceremony, in order not to detract from the build-up
of emotion and anticipation for the arrival of the torch. In Seoul (1988), the
official ceremonies were set within cultural demonstrations symbolizing the
sanctification and purification of the site before staging the festival of humanity.
The ceremonies were dominated by ritual. The identity of the final flame bearers
and the lighting of the flame, among other things, reflected this. The sacred
flame entered the stadium carried by a veteran, the marathon runner Sohn-Keeching, gold medal winner at the Berlin Games in 1936. Sohn-Kee-ching had been
a national hero since his victory when Korea competed under the Japanese flag
and he had had to hear the Japanese national anthem while on the podium.
Sohn passed the flame to the young Lim Chun-ae, a triple gold medal winner
at the 1986 Asian Games, who represented all Korean athletes. In this one pass
from Sohn to Lim, a series of binary and complementary relations were
symbolized: senior/junior, man/woman, past suffering/future promise,
destruction/construction, a dominated Korea/ a free Korea. In the final handover,
Lim passed the flame to a trio symbolizing sky, earth and human being; the trio
set the bowl alight, and the flame returned skyward, whence it had come.
Throughout the ceremonies, similar testimony was given of the originality and
specificity of Korean culture.
In Barcelona (1992), the producers of the opening ceremony catered for
Catalonia as a political, cultural and linguistic entity. Within the Olympic
ceremonial, the Catalan anthem, Els Segadors, was played for the arrival of King
Juan Carlos at the official stand, followed by the Spanish anthem. Also
memorable was the arrival of the Catalan language as an official language of the
Games (on equal footing with Spanish, French and English). The lighting of the
Olympic flame bowl, by a flaming arrow released by an archer, will also
be remembered as indicative of the bold creativity of the people of Barcelona.
The spectacles that surround the Olympic ceremony are greatly influenced
by the initiative, imagination and creativity of the OCOG. Since the Tokyo
Olympic Games (1964), with the help of television, the opening and closing
ceremonies have become very important opportunities "to promote the image
of the host city abroad, as well as to offer the entire world [global stage]
a selection and arrangement of various combinations of local and national
cultural elements." (Landry and Yerles, 1996: 312)
The stadium becomes a stage, mass sports and gymnastic demonstrations,
which previously had been designed as a prelude to the Olympic competitions,
give way to a multimedia spectacle with folklore, cultural and artistic
dimensions. As MacAloon pointed out clearly, the architects of the opening and
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closing ceremonies must work on two fronts simultaneously: the production
itself, and the communication of this production (MacAloon 1992: 36). The
production of the spectacle implies a conceptualization and a production that
faithfully render certain aspects of the traditional local and national culture that
are appropriate for the occasion and in keeping with the spirit of the Olympic
Games. The communication of this production implies that the television
spectators at home and abroad will be able to decode the cultural intentions
of the producers. The reference framework offered to journalists and
commentators is crucial for this purpose, as is their involvement in the
intercultural communications process. Yet it appears that this challenge is all the
more difficult to face in that world-wide audience attracted by the ceremonies
is necessarily multicultural.

Conclusion
In 1910, Pierre de Coubertin understood that the only way for the Olympic
Games to distinguish themselves from a mere series of world championships was
through their ceremonies. He thought that the ceremonies bore the main role of
encoding and performing the essence of Olympism. In fact, every OCOG put all
their energies to the task of designing and producing the opening and closing
ceremonies. The SLOOC decided to give concrete expression to the theme of the
Games, "Harmony and Progress," using a concept opposed to this theme, that of
barriers: racial and cultural barriers, ideological barriers, economic barriers; many
barriers had to be overcome for the entire world to come together in Seoul. The
theme of the ceremonies was thus entitled "Beyond all barriers". From this
common thread, the Koreans broke down the concepts of unity of time, place
and action, received by the West from Greek theatre. The Korean cultural
grammar of the Dae-dae attempted to create, between "Olympic universality and
Korean particularity, a dialectical reciprocity and emergent harmony".
As in Seoul, the Barcelona Olympic ceremonial, which Landry and Yerles
described, was entrenched between two cultural segments. After a Catalan
dance of welcome, the sardane, the dancers formed Olympic rings, and then
they formed a huge heart beating to the rhythm of this sardane. This was the
moment when the doves took flight, symbolically carrying to the entire world
a message of peace, coming from the heart. Spain, a land of passion, was then
presented through music and dance: drums and the jota of Argon, flamenco
and sevillanas from Andalusia, pasodoble from the country's central region,
famous opera singers, all artists gave themselves to music, to song and
to dance. Then the Mediterranean was brought to life theatrically through the
legend of Hercules, and trade between East and West. With the birth of the
Mediterranean, the human adventure could begin. The forces of evil opposed
the forces of good, which triumphed with joy, and this legend was addressed
to all cities on earth.
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MacAloon is most likely correct in stating that the Olympics are at once
spectacle, ritual, festival and games. Moreover, the Olympic ceremonies exist
as the ultimate global ritual, a media spectacle, an entertainment show,
an international advertising spot, a prelude to a sports event and so on (Moragas
and others, 1995: 83).
Therefore, as the credo heralds, hosting the Olympic Games is an immense
honour for a city. By directing their total efforts, energy, and expertise towards
completing the primary goal of the Olympic Movement, SLOOC hoped "to infuse
new hope into the Olympic Movement, give encouragement to nations striving
to develop and write a glorious chapter not only in the history of Korea but also
in the historic annals of the Olympic Games." As long as the Olympic Movement
progresses, the local hosting culture will gain dialectical reciprocity and
emergent harmony with our global Olympism. The Olympic Games are nothing
more than mediators between the local and the global, that is the glocalizers for
the individual as well as the group.
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CULTURAL EVENTS DURING THE
OLYMPIAD. WHY?
BY JEAN DURRY (FRA)
Director of the Sport Museum of France

Up there, beneath the Delphi skies, at the base of the abrupt cliff of the
Phaedriads, huge bearded vultures soar while the "hooded crows cry, squawk
and hover endlessly" (1). At the Museum the visitor is greeted by Cleobis
and Biton, the two "Kouroi" with their broad chests and well-toned muscles,
whose resolute faces were carved in stone by Polymedes at the beginning of the
6th century BC. The magnificent Charioteer, driver of a victorious quadriga at the
Phythia Games (2) follows you intensely with his gaze. The omphalos is also
to be found in the Museum.
According to the legend, Zeus the god of gods, one day wanted to discover
the centre of the earth. From the two extreme boundaries of the universe
he released two eagles. They flew and met at Delphi which thus became the
umbilicus, the navel, the focal point of the planet and the known world. The
omphalos, this reddish block on which the carved meshing of a net stands out,
was symbolically erected and on it stood two golden eagles dedicated by
pilgrims who had come from beyond the borders of Hellas to Delphi, the
sanctuary of Apollo, to seek the advice of the oracle, the Pythia and bring their
offerings.
The golden eagles have long since disappeared and this "centre of the earth",
this omphalos, also causes a somewhat nostalgic and condescending smile. How
simple the world was at the time and how tremendously the infinite dimensions
of the universe have changed since then - although we have been able
to reduce distances in an amazing way with all our sophisticated technology.
And yet ... When on 16 th June 1894, at four in the afternoon, "in the
prestigious setting of the (new) Sorbonne main hall"(3) in Paris, a young (he
was 29 years old) and dynamic man brought together around 1500 participants
for the opening ceremony of an audacious "International Congress", it was the
world première of the "Hymn to Apollo", recently discovered during the
excavations at Delphi by the French School and transcribed by scholar Theodore
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REINACH and musician Gabriel FAURE in "modern" language, that probably
decided the success of an uncertain enterprise. "The performing of this sacred
harmony created the desired feelings among the large audience. A special kind
of emotion filled the air, as if the ancient eurythmy was being filtered through
the ages. Already from these first hours, the Congress had succeeded. I knew
then, consciously or not, that no one would vote against the revival of the
Olympic Games."(4)
These are the words of Pierre de COUBERTIN himself, about 40 years later,
in his "Olympic Memoirs" of 1931. And although the true participants in the
proceedings of the Congress and its working sessions were much less numerous,
no more than 79 delegates representing 12 countries (England, Australia,
Belgium, Spain, USA, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, The Netherlands, Russia,
Sweden) and 49 affiliated associations, without forgetting a single German
representative who had come in a personal capacity which put an immediate
stop to an official protest by the French gymnasts - fate had done its work. On
23rd June, 1894, as you all know, the principle of quadrennial Olympic Games
open, without any discrimination, to all the world's athletes, was unanimously
upheld. The first Games were to be held in Athens in 1896, where, a little more
than one century later, these sports competitions will be returning in 2004 as
they travel, in accordance with the will of their founder, from city to city, from
continent to continent.
"Sports competitions" I said. But you, who have came here at this 1999
gathering in Olympia, from the five continents of our earth, you who, from the
beginning of this 39th Session of the International Olympic Academy have
listened to a number of lecturers and tried to define and express your own
thoughts, your own feelings and wishes about the future, on the general theme
"The Olympic Ideal and Culture in the Global Age", intuitively feel and realize
that the Olympic Games are, or should at least be, something totally different
from simply a sports competition.
For otherwise your presence, our presence here would have no meaning.
However, if I believe that to live their lives human beings need certainty,
I also believe that our nimble minds should never be content with blissful and
complacent affirmations. It is our duty to try to think, challenge ourselves and
others, look for new directions.
This is the reason why I have chosen to speak to you on the topic:
"Cultural events during the Olympiad. WHY?"
This topic could be understood and developed in two ways:
- by establishing the existence and reality of these so-called "cultural"
events;
- by questioning their impact, while remaining hopeful.
These are the two facets, the two aspects I will be outlining, mainly by laying
markers, milestones for you during this presentation, limited to the twenty
minutes allotted to me.
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The open dialogue and discussion that will follow will then give you the
opportunity to ask me any questions you might have, either directly linked
to this subject, or of a wider nature if you wish, since everything is connected.
I. THE REALITY OF THE OLYMPIAD'S CULTURAL EVENTS
As I was thinking about this lecture, what struck me was that 5th April 1896
is a portentous date in the history of sports, not only because it marked the
christening of what would quickly become unquestionably the most important
organization, but because, on that day, King George I of Greece uttered the
phase that would become a ritual: "I declare open the international Games of the
I Olympiad of the modern era", to the sound of the canon, while pigeons filled
the stadium in joyful flight and choirs, accompanied by several hundred
instruments, under the direction of Spyridon SAMARAS, brought intense emotion
to the crowds that listened to his cantata on a text by the poet Costis PALAMAS.
In other words, this was not just a competition bringing together - and this was
a major novelty - the various contemporary sports: athletics, gymnastics, cycling,
combat and water sports, all on an equal footing, with 81 athletes from
12 countries competing together with 230 Greeks, in 9 disciplines and 43 events,
including the "marathon" (imagined and created by the French philologist Michel
BREAL) and watched, on certain days, by more than 50000 spectators
in the stands built from Pentelic marble. It was also an unprecedented event,
in size and significance, in the world of sport. Their atmosphere, enhanced
by the emergence of a protocol which included for example the hoisting of the
winner's flag on the central flagpole, was indeed unique. The Olympic Games
are beyond comparison.
Ten years later, once the tribulations of Paris in 1900 and Saint-Louis in 1904
had been more or less forgotten, COUBERTIN felt that this was the time
to convene an "Advisory Conference on Arts, Letters and Sports". It opened
on 23 May 1906, again in his native city, in the hall of the Théâtre de la Comédie
Française. On his instigation, the conference adopted, inter alia, the idea of the
five contests - architecture, sculpture, painting, music and literature - which
would be included on the programme of the Games and enjoy the same
standing as the sports competitions, their winners being awarded the three gold,
silver and bronze medals, soon to become traditional.
All along, he would never cease to emphasize what we would call today, the
cultural content and impact of Olympism and the Games which mark each
Olympiad. Thus, ten years after retiring from the active Presidency of the
International Olympic Committee in Prague, at the end of May 1925 and two
years before his death, in a message that he recorded in 1935, before the Berlin
Games, at the studios of RADIO-SUISSE ROMANDE, where he redefined, in all
clarity, "the philosophical foundations of modern Olympism" and analysed its
features, he added to his creation "a final element: beauty achieved through the
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participation of the Arts and Thought in the Games. Is it possible to celebrate the
festival of the spring of mankind, without the presence of the mind?" (5)
On the other hand, the proclaimed objective at the 1906 Conference was
twofold: to "organize successful cooperation between the Arts and Literature
in the revived Olympic Games", but also "to encourage their daily modest
cooperation, at the level of local sports events".
Faced with this vision, which is one of the driving forces behind his thinking
and his Olympic enterprise, and the coherent and concrete projects that were
implemented whenever COUBERTIN could find the opportunity, what
conclusions can we draw?
• The "Art and Literature Contests", which were launched in Stockholm in
1912 (not in London in 1908) only after COUBERTIN had put repeated pressure
on the Organizing Committee, were very quickly abandoned, the London Games
of 1948 being their swan song. They never gained prominence and never
inspired major creations that would mark the artistic and literary development of
the 20th century and thus disappeared in a climate of relative indifference. I will
not dwell on the causes of this failure, as I have analysed them at length on
other occasions (cf. for example my lectures "L'actualité de Pierre de Coubertin",
1986 Symposium at the University of Lausanne or Official Report of the
38th Session of the International Olympic Academy 1998).
• The disappointing aesthetic mediocrity of the awards given to the winners
at uninspiring ceremonies remained constant whatever the sport or the country.
At this level too, the battle had certainly not been won.
• COUBERTIN insisted, in particular, on a concept that was of fundamental
importance in his view, i.e. that the Games should not be seen as superchampionships. Thus, in the few lines of the Official Report of the VIII Olympiad
(Paris 1924) you will find these words: "The last Games, in spite of the beautiful
and worthy efforts made to surround them with art and thinking, were too much
like "world championships". They should be of course (...) But they should also
be something else (...): the presence of national geniuses, the collaboration of
the muses, the worship of beauty, all the elements that are appropriate for the
strong symbolism which the Olympic Games incarnated in the past and which
they should still represent today. Our successors will have to look for the best
formula. Our duty is to point them in the right direction." (6)
You have all seen, I am sure, in your respective regions, when the Summer
or Winter Olympics arrive, what arouses the interest of the vast majority of the
public the most, the approach, in fact almost the only approach, adopted by the
media, TV crews in particular, whose images and commentaries have such
a strong impact on this public. The answer is more than evident: what counts,
above all, is the confrontation during sports events, the possibility of winning
medals, the celebration of victory and rejection and criticism of failure. But
beyond that?
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Could it be otherwise? Is there no way of retrieving the situation?
No. All has not been said. What does it mean for an athlete to be selected for
the Olympic Games? Why are all those involved in sport seized by a special
excitement as the time of the Games approaches? Why have you come in this
month of July 1999 to Olympia with hope and why do you indeed feel that this
site is one of the places in the world which acts as a "tonic to our soul" that is
as vital as oxygen for us?
This is the time to ask ourselves whether, while we remain close to our
subject, we shouldn't look at the "cultural events during the Olympiad" from
a new angle and perspective, so as to arrive at true answers.

I. THE NEED FOR A SECOND WIND
Under the terms of the Olympic Charter itself (7), "The OCOG must organize
a programme of cultural events which shall be submitted to the IOC Executive
Board for its prior approval". This programme which "must serve to promote
harmonious relations, mutual understanding and friendship among the
participants and others attending the Olympic Games", should include "events
organized in the Olympic Village" and "mainly in the host city, with a certain
number of seats being reserved free of charge for participants accredited by the
IOC", for a duration covering "at least the entire period during which the
Olympic Village is open". It is also expressly stated that these events should
symbolize "the universality and the diversity of human culture", thus moving
beyond the national context originally chosen by the IOC during its 49th Session
in 1954 when, following the failure of the art and literature contests, it began
to look for a new formula. Is this enough?
During the Games and in the host city you may be a fervent lover
of "Culture"; the most prestigious exhibitions may be staged for your benefit; you
will, however, find it very difficult to go there, very difficult to be ready and
available. The reason being that, in addition to the fact that it may not be easy
to find a place, all your time and attention are focused on the sports programme
itself. You have come to the Olympic Games as an athlete or spectator, above all
else in order to rush to the stadium and then, if you can, from one stadium
to the other. All other things come second, let us admit it, especially since the
number of events during these two weeks is steadily growing and literally does
not leave you even one single minute for yourself.
Shouldn't a decision thus be made, deliberately and radically to do away with
any "cultural" events during the Olympic Games as such? I have been led to ask
myself this question. Such a suggestion, radical as it may sound, is paradoxical
only in appearance. Wouldn't this in fact be the best way to affirm clearly,
without the slightest ambiguity, that sport in itself is culture, that Olympism
is a culture in itself, as LUIS MONREAL expressed so well in a lecture delivered
in September 1997 during a colloquium organized at Le Havre on the subject
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"Coubertin and Olympism. Questions for the future" (8), by the International
Pierre de Coubertin Committee: "because the Games have created their own
media and visual language; because they have developed new concepts in the
field of architecture and town-planning; because they have created a style for the
opening and closing ceremonies which are often more than outstanding, making
full use of the "new television techniques" with record audiences that have
reached 2 to 3 billion people; because the most widely disseminated symbol
throughout the world, apart from religious symbols, are the five interlaced blue,
yellow, black, green and red rings — conceived and designed by Pierre de
Coubertin himself in 1913.
The historian of modern architecture, Charles Alexander JENCKS followed the
same line of thinking as MONTREAL in his suggestive text on "The golden age of the
Olympics" which he presented in June 1997 in Lausanne during the Forum on
"Sports and Culture" organized under the auspices of the IOC's Cultural Commission
(for the IOC does also have a Cultural Commission among all the others).
On the contrary, shouldn't any cultural activity linked to Olympism extend
throughout the duration of the Olympiad? This is the approach of the "SYDNEY
2000" programme, with its four stages: "The Dream Festival" in 1997, "A sea
change" in 1998, "Reaching the world" in 1999 and "Harbour of life" in 2000,
which will reach its peak with the Games themselves.
This is a very important aspect: for the public at large, sensitive to the idea
of fraternal gatherings, does "Olympism" really exist? Does this word have
a meaning? A constant and concrete existence? Or are the two weeks of the
Summer and Winter Games and the spectacle of sports competition they provide,
the only thing that counts?
How can we give back to the Olympiad its full four-year span, beyond the
preparation for the ephemeral sports competitions alone?
This is where the game is about to be played, in my opinion, after more than
one century of existence. Just like for the runner in the heat of the race, now
is the time for a second wind.
For everything thus now becomes possible. Throughout the Olympiad and its
1416 days, (I haven't forgotten the leap year), there is place and scope for any
initiative or idea: for artistic, literary events, temporary, travelling or permanent
exhibitions - and the success of the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, which Juan
Antonio SAMARANCH already wanted to create in 1981, in order to give new
impetus to COUBERTIN'S idea, and which was eventually inaugurated
on 23rd June 1993, is a magnificent example of this; for symposia, workshops,
conferences or congresses and any type of dialogue and in-depth research, on
education, within different institutions or in the form of extramural activities;
or finally, for this "daily, modest and limited" presence wished for by the creator
of the modern Olympic Games and which would find its place in the very
existence of the world in which we live and its people, beyond the realms
of sports activity alone and its usual settings.
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Olympism, through sport, would thus really become the true meeting point
of all the rich and authentic cultures of Africa, America, Asia, Europe, Oceania.
"Cultural events", according to the usual meaning of this expression, could
never become harmful, superfluous or useless. Sports and Olympic feats and
events take place on and around the field, but they are also written about,
presented, explained and commented on. This is what gives them their scope,
stature, role as well as their social and sociological significance; this is what
makes them richer, (I will not say nobler because they carry their own nobility),
whether we are speaking about a local game or a world final. This is what
allows us to keep our distance from the event and remain detached as we look
at it, often with a healthy dose of humour.
This is why the organization of "cultural events" during the Olympiad, more
so, may I add, than during the 15 days of the Games, may have a special impact
and meaning, a distinct originality and represent a major contribution. On the
condition, however, that inventiveness and creativity is given a free rein and that
the organizers' sensitivity is never cut off from the authenticity and reality — as
disturbing, aggressive or even questionable as they may be - of the sports events.
I think I should stop here. Let us open our eyes wide and keep our lucidity.
At the very moment when the Olympic Movement and sports competitions,
in the middle of a "growth crisis" are being seriously challenged, accused
of generating and propagating all forms of violence, in and around the game,
denial of fair play if it ever existed, doping, the overwhelming influence of
money and economic interests, isn't my paper bordering on the realm of Utopia?
Let's take a closer look.
Studying with you and for your benefit the topic: "Cultural events during the
Olympiad. Why?" I may have sounded doubtful at first about their impact,
especially considering that the concepts of Olympism and the Olympiad are very
poorly perceived and understood by the vast majority of our contemporaries.
This was my first conclusion. Then, however, following my train of thought,
I apparently came to the opposite conclusion, speaking about a worldwide
"second wind", words that may be seen as having no connection to any credible
realism.
But the word "Utopia" itself has a double meaning. Utopia, is a "project that
cannot be achieved", whilst its other meaning is that it is "an imaginary and strict
society, ideal in every respect".
The meaning and interpretation of competitive sport can also be twofold:
it is the incarnation of democracy for some, with each individual with the
same chance of winning on the starting line, but not for others, who do not
accept this analysis since the purpose is only to bring out the best
and, therefore, to identify a hierarchy. The philosopher Luc Ferry "Olympism, humanism and democracy", at the Le Havre Congress in 1997 has skilfully analysed the manner in which these "hierarchies" are built
on a strictly democratic basis.
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There are so many different ways to strive towards excellence, to try to go
beyond where anyone has ever gone before, or simply to try to know one's self.
Sport and Olympism offer one of these many ways. The human being is an
astonishing creature, that carries all qualities, all potentialities and all
contradictions.
In the multiple facets of life, exemplary personalities stand out as role
models, beacons, symbols we could even say. Maybe a male or female Olympic
champion, a painter, a surgeon, who knows? It doesn't really matter. To each his
way. The man who went to great pains, in the summer of 1987, to go to
Lausanne in order to support the bid of his city, Cape Town, for the Summer
Olympics of 2004 (finally awarded to Athens) is one of these outstanding figures.
A shepherd? A lawyer? A boxer? A prisoner during 27 long years of his life? Yes
all this at the same time. The reconciling of contradictions and that wonderful
smile that warmed, those eyes that lit the heart of his brothers. In two words,
Nelson MANDELA. The amateur boxer who he really was, later knew how
to channel his impulses, forgive and lead a people to the light... like no one
else.
Have I strayed away from my subject under the sky of Olympia? I do not
think so. We were wondering: "Cultural events during the Olympiad. Why?" The
interplay of man's physical and psychical forces contains teachings that it would
be wise to multiply, transpose and propagate.
Olympia is a chosen place where we can find many of the answers to the
questions we have been asking.
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GLOBALIZATION AND ITS ECONOMIC
IMPACT ON THE OLYMPIC GAMES*
BY DR HOLGER PREUSS (GER)
Faculty of Sport Sciences, University of Mainz

1. Introduction
Globalization is the result of a profound economic and social restructuring
of the world that has, thus far, been divided into three parts. It has led to the
situation where increasingly more countries are capable of staging Olympic
Games - at least from the economic standpoint. On the one hand, this possibility
weakens the divisions of the tripartite world (Preuss 1999), on the other, the
differences in the world grow. Globalization can be seen as a dialectic process
where a specific trend is always opposed by a respective countertrend - as an
antithesis so-to-speak (Schimany 1997, p. 142).
The restructuring of the world has also affected the sources of funding of the
Olympic Games. The Games have turned into a sports event that can be called
"Made in the World" today. The role of national macroeconomies as the sole
conceivable basis to organize and finance Olympic Games has begun to waver.
Here, many people see the chance for cities on all continents to stage the
Olympic Games and urgently demand that the Games be awarded to the African
or South American continent.
This lecture will consider globalization and its economic impact on the
Olympic Games by investigating the changes of the sources of funding that are
available for organizing committees (OCOGs).2 In a chronological series, the
changes of the key sources of funding of the Olympic Games of Athens 1896
and from Munich 1972 to Atlanta 1996 will become obvious. All calculations are
based on the data used in Preuss (1999) which are inflation-adjusted and
comparable through purchasing power parities. The basic year is 1995 and the
basic country is the USA.
2. Processes of Globalization
Thus far, the term «globalization» has hardly been defined (Beck 1996,
p. 137). Globalization as a multidimensional, contradictory complex of processes
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appears to be the central characteristic of the present development. It also refers
to the worldwide level and means the «spatial expansion of relationships,
processes and structures of any type» (Schimany 1997, p. 137 trans.). Giddens
(1995, p. 85 trans.) went further and called globalization an "intensification
of worldwide social relationships." Therefore, the growing globalization of the
sources of funding of the Olympic Games is based on spatial and quantitative
(intensity) changes. "Spatial" means that the consumers of the Olympic Games
(visitors, TV spectators) increasingly come from new regions of the world. This
is also reflected in the rising numbers of participating nations (NOCs) as well
as in the number of countries where the Olympic Games are broadcast on TV.
In addition, a second spatial change is evident in the fact that increasingly more
"developed" regions are in a position to stage Olympic Games - at least from the
financial point of view. "Quantitative" changes of the sources of funding
are reflected in an increased intensity of revenue flows to finance the Games
(Table 4) which flow into the host city from all over the world (TV rights,
TOP sponsorship, ticket sales/tourism, merchandising). Another quantitative
change can be seen in the increased professionalization of the Olympic
Movement combined with an increased efficiency which is achieved
an improved exchange of information and goods between host cities, IFs and
IOC.
Spatial changes
More TV broadcasts

Quantitative changes
More global financing

More participating NOCs

More efficiency through exchange

More Olympic tourists
from all countries

More revenue flows
between the continents

More potential host cities

Table 1: Spatial and quantitative changes with global impacts Spatial and
quantitative changes affect the Olympic Movement in the form of four
globalization processes:3
1. "Globalization of the markets": The essential sources of funding of the
Olympic Games are the sale of the TV rights and sponsor services. Since the
TV stations mainly sell their commercial times to the sponsors, the economic
corporations represent the actual source of funding (Preuss 1999, p. 166). The
reason why the sponsors that work on an international scale cooperate so well
with the Olympic Movement is because it represents a platform for global
advertising.4 The introduction of "The Olympic Programme" after 1984 allowed
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for a worldwide usage of the Olympic emblems for international corporations.
Coca-Cola e.g. is no longer using the words "domestic" and "foreign" at its
corporate headquarters in Atlanta, because 80% of its revenues come from
outside the United States (cf. Cockerham 1995, p. 6). This shows that calling the
Games of Atlanta'96 the "Coca-Cola Games" is as thoughtless as the assertion
that Coca-Cola helped bring the Games to Atlanta.
2. "Globalization of technology": For the Olympic Games, the information
and transportation systems are of paramount importance. 5 The information
systems facilitate an increased worldwide awareness of the Games (TV, radio,
Internet and telephone) and the transportation systems reduce the spatial barriers
between the nations. This has an effect on the participation of an ever increasing
number of NOCs in the Olympic Games, on increased international event
tourism and on the settling of new economic enterprises from abroad (Preuss
1999, pp. 68,116).
3. "Globalization of consumer behaviour": Intensification of global
communications is related to the rise of global cultural flows, meanings
and identities. Appadurai (1990) talked of the rise and juxtaposition of
global "mediascapes" (worldwide distribution of news) and global
"ideoscapes" (key concepts and values from the enlightenment world-view,
such as freedom, democracy or rights). In the end, this has led to the trend
where media content and consumption patterns grow closer together
worldwide (Schimany 1997, p. 141). The global presence of certain
products, while strongly influenced and dominated by the West, serves
to substantiate this point. Today "Capitalism dominates the world economy
and has produced a mode of conducting trade, ... which shapes cultural
relationships and understandings between people ... in different countries"
(Cockerham 1995, p. 91). Westernization and "global consumer behaviour"
are greatly responsible for the fact that almost all of mankind perceives
the Olympic Games, which were created in the West, as something special.
People develop a demand for the Games and for the related broadcasts
and products. This, however, does not mean a process of cultural
homogenization in the hand of readily identifiable national ethics
or ideologies, but the fusion of different master narratives (e.g. consumerism,
cult of technology).
4. Globalization of knowledge: This aspect refers to the increasing
importance of the "knowledge structure" or "expert systems" to organize the
Olympic Games. It is the learning of an efficient organization and the
communication of new technologies. The distribution and exchange of
knowledge is a crucial element of the global Olympic system on a scale that
was never the case before.

125

3. Revenue Sources of an OCOG
All funds that have an international origin from the viewpoint of the host city
are called global sources of funding. In particular, these are revenues gained
from selling TV rights and from sponsors. It also includes the selling of entrance
tickets and commemorative coins/stamps in foreign countries. Fig. 1 and Fig. 2
show the key sources of funding of the Olympic Games of 1896 and from 1972
to 1996 by their origin.

Fig. 1: Share of global financing of the Olympic Games of Athens 1896
(source: data from Georgiadis 1999, global data for tickets and stamps are
estimated)
Fig. 2: Share of global financing of Olympic Games from 1972 to 1996
(source: data from Preuss 1999)
The dark areas indicate sources of funding of international origin and
the bright areas indicate sources of national origin. The charts show a clear
increase in the significance of international financing although the still significant
share by the national level must not be overlooked. The location of the host city
strongly influences the origin of the means. Disregarding this fact,
the investigation of all Olympic Games from Munich'72 to Atlanta'96 reveal
an increase in the share which can be attributed to global sources of funding.
The data without the USA can almost be significantly described with an adjusted
linear function (F=10.4; p=0.055).
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Fig, 3: Comparison of the share of global sources of funding from Munich'72
to Atlanta'96 in percentage terms (source: data from Preuss 1999)
It must be seen, however, that Olympic Games staged in the USA
are financed less globally than in other countries because the main share
of the financial sources still comes from the USA. Nonetheless, a comparison
of the Olympic Games of Los Angeles'84 and Atlanta'96 reveals an increased
share of global financing in the USA, as well.
3.1 Television
In the eighties, the OCOG revenues from selling TV rights depended
to a large extent on negotiations with the American TV stations.
In the meantime, the selling is the sole responsibility of the IOC
(Preuss 1999, p. 145). The strong competition among American TV networks,
which started around the late seventies led to a superior US position
for this source of funding.6 The US stations readily surpassed their offers
because the American corporations were prepared to pay ever higher prices
for commercial TV times. By the end of the eighties, when the
prices for TV rights in the USA had adjusted to the demand, the increased
privatization of the TV stations caused a marked increase in the revenues
in Europe.7
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Fig. 4: Revenues of the Olympic Movement from TV rights from 1960 to 2008
(source: Preuss 1999, Appendix)

In the USA, which is still the most important market for TV rights, after
the Games of 1984 a declining trend can be seen (F = 31.8; p<0.01).
The notable rise in the revenues for the 2000 Olympics was caused
by unbalanced distribution by the IOC. However, the IOC will ultimately
forward a total of US$'95 2.35 billion which was paid for the broadcasts
until 2008 to the respective OCOGs. 8 Today, it is clear that the hosts
of the 2004/2008 Olympics have to reckon with constant or even slightly
decreasing revenues from selling the rights to the USA, depending on inflation
(Preuss 1999, p. 162). The share in the profit from commercial revenues
of NBC which starts at a certain amount could provide a further increase
in the revenues.
Since Rome'60, the EBU has received the European rights. Until 2008,
the rights have already been sold to the EBU again. The OCOGs
are contracted to receive US$'95 1.16 billion of the sales profit.9 At first,
the revenue increase is exponential but eases off later (F=27.7; p<0.01).
It shows the same trend as that of the USA twelve years ago.
The revenues from the "rest of the world" initially remain low,
but subsequently began to rise starting with the Olympic Games of
Los Angeles'84.
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Fig. 5: Revenues of the Olympic Movement from TV rights from the "rest of the
world" (source: Preuss 1999, p. 142)
Asia with most viewers,10 shows the largest growth rates, while South and
Central America have very small growth rates". Africa, however, has not yet
shown a growth trend. 12 It should be noted, however, that the major portion
of African TV rights are paid by South Africa and that this fact, in turn, explains
the sudden increase exhibited in 1992 (when South Africa returned to the
Olympic Movement). In addition, it is equally relevant to note that the different
interests that these geographic areas have in each celebration of the Games can
also help to explain the variations seen in Fig. 5. For example, the OIT (South
America) paid a substantial amount to broadcast the Olympic Games
of Mexico'68, while the Asian stations were particularly interested in the Korean
Games 1988. Negotiations with the TV stations from Oceania have always been
very tough. 13 The temporary decline in the rights payment for Seoul can
be explained by a rebate in the broadcasting fees which resulted from the
Australian TV station Channel 10 providing material support for the broadcasts
of the sailing competitions in Pusan.14The globalization of the media and
consumption patterns has caused an increased interest in Olympic sports and
thus in the Olympic Games. In connection with the globalization of the markets,
corporations increasingly consider broadcasts of Olympic Games an appropriate
carrier for their advertising messages. Therefore, the prices for awarding TV
rights will continue to rise, in particular outside Europe and the USA, thus further
globalizing the "TV rights" source of funding.
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3.2 Sponsorship
In the area of sponsorship, TOP (The Olympic Programme) pursued by the
IOC must be distinguished from "partners" and "sponsors" of the Olympic
Games. The IOC's international sponsorship programme guarantees corporations
as TOP sponsors the worldwide exclusive right to use the Olympic emblems for
advertising in their specific product group. In return, the NOCs and OCOGs
share the revenues.15 The OCOG's national sponsorship programme secures the
corporations, subordinate to TOP sponsors, the right to use the emblems of the
event and a designation, such as "Partner of the X Olympic Games", for
advertising.16 The OCOG receives the revenues almost exclusively.
Table 2: Sponsors of the Olympiads from Seoul to Sydney by their country of
origin (sources: Seoul OCOG (1988, p. 223) / Barcelona OCOG (1992, p. 376) /
Patterson (1994) / Hill (1996) / N.N. (6th November 1996, p. 21) / IOC (1996b,
p. 7) / IOC (1996a, p. 15) / Landry/Yerlès (1996, p. 179) / IOC (1997b, pp. 8-10)
TOP I Partner TOP II Partner TOP III Partner TOP IV Partner
2000
84-88 1988 88-92 1992 92-96 1996 96-00

Number

9

15

12

9

10

10

11

13

from USA

78%

27%

75%

22%

90%

90%

82%

8%

not from USA

22%

73%

25%

78%

10%

10%

18%

92%

from the host
country

0%

60%

0%

56%

90%

90%

0%

84%

not from the
host country

100%

40%

100%

44%

10%

10%

100%

16%

It can be noticed that the majority of the corporations participating in the
TOP marketing programme come from the USA (Æ 81%). For this reason and
due to the large portion of revenues gained from the sale of TV rights, the
Olympic Games of Los Angeles'84 and Atlanta'96 did not have as high a share
of international financing as the Olympic Games that were hosted in other
countries. For the "partners" and "sponsors" of the Games, the situation
is reversed. Since their marketing activities are limited to the host country, many
corporations of that country become involved Æ 73%).
Although Helsinki'52 ran the first international marketing programme (IOC
5th July 1996, p. 22 / Landry/Yerlès 1996, p. 370), sponsorship did not develop
into a global source of funding until the IOC assumed the leadership role and
both the market and technology experienced globalization. Instead of buying
the rights to the Olympic Rings from all NOCs individually, global corporations
can now purchase the exclusive rights from the IOC with a single contribution.
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In future, the growing globalization of the market and the rising number
of world corporations will result in a stronger competition for the worldwide
exclusive marketing rights to use the Olympic Rings (cf. Amin/Thrift 1994, p. 4).
On the one hand, this situation will provide an increase in the value of
the Rings, thereby improving the potential to finance sport. On the other hand,
an essential problem will arise due to the fact that, in general, large global
corporations offer a wide range of products. Since TOP is based on guaranteeing
exclusiveness for product categories, there exists the possibility that conflicts of
interest will arise. For example, a corporation expects exclusiveness for its
Olympic advertising, but the consumer will not be able to recognize the
"exclusive" category if one TOP sponsor offers products from a category which
was guaranteed to another TOP sponsor.

3.3 Event entrance tickets
The worldwide sale of event entrance tickets helps to give the Olympic
Games and the host city an international atmosphere. Due to the globalization
of transportation systems, increasingly more people have the opportunity to
attend the Olympic Games. Fig. 6 shows the number of tickets sold in the host
country and abroad. In foreign countries, tickets are distributed by the NOCs
or their partners. This procedure offers a good possibility to ensure worldwide
distribution. However, the incorrect calculation of quotas 17 that may occur
in this distribution process impedes on the possibility for optimum ticket sales
to be achieved by the OCOG.

Fig.6: Ticket sales at home and abroad from Munich'72 to Atlanta'96
(source: Preuss 1999, p. 200)
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For the Olympic Games of 1984 and 1996 in America, less tickets in percentage - were sold abroad than usual. This may have been due to the
size of the country and the strong demand by Americans for tickets to the
top-class sports events. This US demand might also explain the great number of
tickets sold abroad for Montreal'7618. Despite the boycott, the Moscow'80 OCOG
was able to sell many tickets abroad and thereby obtain the desired revenues in
foreign currencies. Seoul'88, however, was able to sell only a small number
of tickets abroad. The great distance to the European and the American markets
may very well explain Seoul's low international sales.19 In absolute terms,
however, the number of tickets sold abroad has increased since 1984.
3.3 Coins and stamps
The demand amongst collectors for Olympic coins and stamps has exhibited
a rising popularity all over the world. Despite the general decrease in the
monetary impact that commemorative coin sales have had in providing funding
for the Olympic Games (Preuss 1999, pp. 218-236), an increase in the worldwide
interest in commemorative coins can still be seen. This trend becomes apparent
when analysing the issuance of coins and stamps between 1952 and 1992.

Fig. 7: Number of issuing countries and coins designed for the Olympic Games
(sources: Dietzel 1996, pp. 77-126/Preuss 1999, p. 222)
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Despite the decline in the number of coins for Los Angeles'84, which was
partly due to the small series produced by the US, a worldwide increase in the
total number of issuing countries and the Olympic coins they design can be
seen. A number of countries have come to recognize that the production and
sale of commemorative coins has the potential to generate profits. Thus, in the
early 70s, even very small nations started to mint coins.
For Olympic stamps, the number of issuing countries has generally continued
to increase, as well. After Munich'72, however, the total number of stamps
produced markedly decreased worldwide. The low number of countries that
issued Olympic stamps in 1980 can be explained by the many Western nations
that boycotted the Moscow'80 Games. As non-participating nations, they had
no reason to issue commemorative stamps. The same, however, cannot be said
of the subsequent counter-boycott of the Los Angeles'84 Olympics by
a comparably lower number of Eastern bloc countries. Here, for 1984, the
number of nations that issued Olympic stamps still reached a total of 152.
Another possible explanation for this high number for Los Angeles may
be attributable to the leading role the USA had in the sporting world,
in particular in Third World countries.

Fig. 8: Number of countries issuing Olympic stamps and number of Olympic
stamps produced from 1896 to 1988 (sources: Laufer 1991, p. 78/Preuss 1999,
p. 230)
Statistics and shifting growth patterns cannot, on their own, fully explain this
source of revenue for the Games. It is equally important to examine the reasons
why countries have chosen to design and issue Olympic stamps. At the top of the
reasons listed is the desire to commemorate each celebration of the Olympic
Games. This is proved by the fact that until London'48, Olympic stamps - with
the exceptions20 of Portugal and Uruguay - were issued by host countries, only
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in the Olympic year. Since 1948, this emphasis on commemoration has been
increasingly displaced by the quest for additional revenues. This trend is reflected
in the fact that other nations have also issued stamps to commemorate their actual
participation in the Olympic Games. In addition, the strong interest of the
philatelists in Olympic stamps has motivated ever more countries to issue postage
stamps with Olympic themes. Collectors, especially from the industrialized nations
as well as from Russia and China, buy these stamps or have them 'cancelled' with
special postal markings.21
Global interrelations can also be linked to three phenomena related to stamp
issuance and collecting patterns. Firstly, stamp designs frequently highlight images
of athletes from those nations with the largest collector market.22 (The same applies
to the issuance of Olympic coins.23) Secondly, this phenomenon is reflected in the
issue dates for stamps since they are frequently released in non-Olympic years. This
time pattern points to an intensification of global interrelations. Thirdly, it can be
observed that initially, only the host nations issued stamps, but subsequently,
participating countries also began to issue Olympic stamps. Today, the fact that
even countries that do not send an Olympic team to the Games still issue Olympic
stamps only serves to emphasize this increase in spatial expansion.
In general, both a strong spatial globalization (number of issuing countries)
as well as a quantitative globalization (intensity of the exchange of the collector's
objects) is evident.

3.4 Globalization processes in relation to sources of funding
The evolution, from national to worldwide, of the four sources of funding of the
Olympic Games presented here is based on the four globalization processes
explained above.
Table 3: Globalization processes that affect the global sources of funding
Source

Globalization process

TV

Globalization of media and consumption patterns leads to
a worldwide interest in the Games. Revenues result from selling
the rights to TV networks from all over the world. Until today,
the share from the US has remained high, but the revenue
shares gained from other continents has increased.

Sponsors

Globalization of the market shapes today's multinational
corporations into virtually worldwide networks with strong ties
with global advertising carriers. To date, TOP revenues mainly
come from the USA, where there exists a large number of more
internationally focused corporations. In contrast, revenues from
the "partners" of the respective Olympic Games mainly come
from the host country.
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Source

Globalization process

Tickets

Globalization of technology reduces previously existing barriers
between the host city and spectators. The number of tickets
sold abroad is increasingly dictated by the accommodation
thresholds of a host city and the seating capacities of the sports
venues rather than by transportation issues.

Collector's
objets

The globalization of the technology facilitates the collecting
of commemorative coins/stamps and pins.

The fact that the four sources of funding of the Olympic Games presented
here make up almost 80% of the entire financing, backs the assertion mentioned
in the beginning that the Olympic Games today are "Made in the world".

4. Olympic Games Revenue Flows
Globalization and its economic impact on the Olympic Games can be
demonstrated through an analysis of the share of Olympic Movement regional
revenue flows. This analysis is once again based on the four sources of funding
mentioned above. However, it has also been expanded to include the
redistribution of IOC revenues which are primarily derived from TOP, TV rights
and, OCOG revenue shares. When calculating the figures, several model
assumptions were made.24

Fig. 9: Share of the regional revenue flows in the total revenue of Munich'72
in percent
Fig. 10: Share of the regional revenue flows in the total revenue of'Atlanta '96
in percent
(sources Fig. 9 and Fig. 10: Preuss 1999, Appendix / Olympic Solidarity
1993a, 1993b, 1994, 1995, 1996)
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The financial integration of all continents increased between 1972 and 1996.
One reason for this is due to the increased contribution consumers from all over
the world make towards financing the Games (Preuss 1998, p. 201). Another
reason, is the fact that the IOC, as the regulating body for Olympic finances,
increasingly distributes the shares to the entire world. However, the continent
where the Olympic Games are hosted always has a pre-eminent position since
the remaining continents make payments to the host. It can also be noted that
due to the presence of the IOC headquarters in Lausanne, the share of revenue
flows to Europe continue to grow. In addition, the IOC has a vested share in the
increasingly stronger financial integration of the continents that do not host the
Olympic Games. Thus, a dissociation of the continents of Africa and
Central/South America, which currently places pressure on the world economy
in many economic areas (Gruppe Lissabon 1997, pp. 110-112/ Schimany 1997,
p. 145), cannot be determined for the Olympic Movement and must even
be rejected.
Table 4 gives a complete survey of all Olympic Movement regional revenue
flows for the Olympiads of Munich'72 to Atlanta'96.
Table 4: Regional revenue flows of the Olympic Movement from Munich'72
to Atlanta'96 in percent
Asia

North
America

Europe

Africa

Oceania

Central/
South/
America

Munich'72

7,92%

30,63%

59,41%

0,14%

1,38%

0,52%

Montreal'76

7,73%

58,76%

31,94%

0,26%

0,42%

0,88%

Los Angeles '84

12,24%

61,85%

18,79%

0,60%

5,04%

1,47%

Seoul'88

43,69%

44,96%

7,21%

1,14%

1,70%

1,29%

Barcelona'92

8,13%

36,37%

51,02%

1,60%

1,57%

1,30%

Atlanta'96

13,33%

54,33%

22,99%

2,99%

3,85%

2,50%

The figures in bold indicate the continents where the Games have been
hosted. From this point of view, awarding the Olympic Games to Africa
or Central/South America would be of great benefit to these continents.
However, the way in which the financial shares will be used and their related
economic benefit have not been taken into account.

5. Conclusion
The rapid development of technology and logistics, combined with increasing
globalization affect the Olympic Games. This growth has led to changes in both
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the revenue and the cost components of the Games where there is evidence
of the move towards achieving increased efficiency via a more professional
approach. The Games of ancient times were staged at the same place every four
years. In contrast, the Games of the first 100 years of modern times have been
staged in different countries where they have always had to be organized anew
with each celebration. In the future, there will be a mixture of both the ancient
and modern as the technical-organizational revolution will make the OCOGs
mobile. This mobility will, in turn, allow for the OCOGs to move from host city
to host city like a "travelling circus" - not in a pejorative sense - with a core
group of experts and equipment.
The foundation for just such a travelling circus has already begun to be
defined and laid down by the changing criterion, available resources, and actions
of those parties with links to the Games. For example, due to the fact that the
frequently high post-Games costs for the necessary Olympic venues have
developed into a key criterion in the bids for Olympic Games, temporary and
mobile venues have become ever more important for the Games. From a
technical point of view, it is possible to remove many of these necessary venues
and erect them again in another location. The IOC must also contribute to this
more professional approach to running the Games by passing on databases from
OCOG to OCOG. Even the big sponsors accompany the Olympics, since to them
it does not matter where they advertise because their market is the entire world.
Furthermore, their advertising can be seen all over the world because of
worldwide broadcasting and expanded media exposure. In future, even camera
teams will accompany the Olympics because the IOC has decided to select
highly experienced and sport-specific teams to cover the competitions rather
than to rely solely on the skills of the host broadcaster. Thus, all of the examples
mentioned here further demonstrate the quantitative globalization, in the form
of increased intensity, which is affecting the Olympic Movement.
While the Olympics Games have clearly benefited from the increased
efficiency that comes from using existing resources and experienced workers,
such gains are not achieved without also facing some disadvantages. Foremost
among these potential disadvantages is the very clear risk that the unique
national cultural flair of the Games might suffer. It is important to recognized
and remember that in the global world the local aspect of the celebrations is of
special significance. In general, it is better to use the term "local" to refer to
locations, such as cities and regions, rather than nations. For example, the
emphasis on Catalonia at the Barcelona'92 Olympics and the Southern states at
the Atlanta '96 Games was unmistakable. At the same time, when international
relations are expanded, the same process serves to create an equally strong
desire also to highlight regional political autonomy and local cultural identity.
This obvious move towards orienting the "cultural colour" of the Olympic Games
more towards the local regions and traditions and less towards the national will
increase further with the erosion of national sovereignty. It is a move that will
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guarantee the Olympic Games their different character in the future. In addition,
this means that under the assumption of increasing globalization, a single state
is both too small (from a funding point of view) and, at the same time, too large
(for a uniform national flair).
Despite the globalization of the Olympic Movement, there is a growing
gap between areas that belong to the technologically developed world and those
that are a part of the marginalized and fenced-off world of poverty
and underdevelopment (Gruppe Lissabon 1997, p. 114). Even the increasingly
closer interrelations within the world do not always imply globalization. Regional
centres with the structural capability to stage the Olympic Games still develop
differently. However, it will only be when cities in these regional centres
develop more or less on all continents that rotating the staging of the Olympic
Games over all continents will become a reality.
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Text:

Dr Holger Preuss, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz, Germany

Notes

* Translation by Ingrid Sonnleitner, Stuttgart.
2 Thus, all macroeconomic aspects and the induced microeconomic
impacts of the Olympic Games are excluded. The systems which are directly
linked to the Olympic Games, such as NOCs, IFs and the IOC, will not be
investigated in detail.
3 Cf. Gruppe Lissabon 1997, p. 49 and Amin/Thrift 1994, p. 3.
4 Hunter (Vice-Président of Coca-Cola) said: "One of the best ways to
grow our business is to associate with the events that are important to our
consumers and customers around the world" (N. N. October 1994, p. 31).
5 Cf. also Thoma/Chalip (1996, p. 190) and Schimany (1997, pp. 139-140).
6 This was confirmed by Berlioux (1985), who, at the time, was responsible
for the TV rights for the IOC.
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7 Interview with M. Moragas Spà (director of the Center for Olympic
Studies - Barcelona) of 15th July 1997,
8 N.N. (31st January 1996, p. 26). The IOC itself received US$'95
3.53 billion (Weissenberg 1996, p. 60). Sydney 2000 received preferential
treatment since it does not share in NBC's profits from commercial revenues
unlike the hosts of the Olympic Games 2004/2008 (IOC 1996b, p. 3) (interview
with M. Payne 10th July 1997). The OCOGs 2004/2008's share in the profits is
uncertain (Heim Mar 1996, p. 27). So far, USOC has received a share of 10%,
since the end of 1996, it has received a share of 12.75% of the payments for
2004/2008 (cf. Deister 12'h November 1996).
9 N.N. (31st January 1996, p. 26). The IOC received US$'95 1.37 billion
(Weissenberg 1996, p. 60).
10 Estimated viewing rates 1996: Asia 8 billion, North America 2.6 billion,
Europe 3.9 billion (cf. IOC 1997a, pp. 30-36).
11 The Games in Sydney have an unfavourable location regarding the prime
time of today's large TV markets (cf. N.N. 28th April 1998, p. 38). But the Asian
market which will become important in the future will be of interest to the
Games. A potential of 3.2 billion people, shows the significance of this
broadcasting zone. In 1996, Coca-Cola's turnover increases in China were at 40%
and can be seen as a sign of economic interest (N.N. 3rd February 1997, p. 18).
12 In 1996, URTNA had received payments for the rights for Barcelona'92
from only 10 member states. Apart from the mostly public TV systems, financing
through sponsorship is not yet a solution since the market is limited. Besides,
there are strict official controls of the type of advertising (Mensah 1996, p. 50).
13 Letter by Schatz to Berlioux (14th Mar 1972, ABC Box 185[8] / Kim 1990,
pp. 105-106).
14 Cf. Kim (1990, p. 106).
15 Cf. IOC (5th July 1996, p. 50). An overview of the TOP sponsors is listed
in Preuss (1999, Appendix 4-5).
16 Cf. the section on the «Legal Aspects of Sponsorship and Olympic
Properties» in Stupp (1996, pp. 25-28).
17 This refers to national quotas that were calculated too high or too low.
In Munich'72, the national quotas were corrected, but since Montreal'76, the NOCs
can no longer return tickets that were incorrectly ordered. This reduces the risk
of the hosting OCOG to run a deficit, but wrong distributions lead to sports venues
not being filled. For Moscow'80, Indonesia e.g. could only sell 13% of its tickets,
Cameroon 17% and Australia 19% (cf. additional data in Munich OCOG 1974a,
p. 307 / Moscow OCOG 1980, p. 531 / Catherwood/van Kirk 1992, pp, 90-91).
18 B. Kidd (professor at the University of Toronto) confirmed this
assumption. Letter of 18th July 1997. Cf. also Montreal OCOG (1976, p.80).
According to this source, the USA received 30% and Europe 9% of all tickets.
19 The figure stated for Seoul'88 must be doubted since other sources
contradict this number. This figure is taken from the official report (Seoul OCOG
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1988, p. 217). Lee (1989, p. 248) e.g. said that 50% (2 million) of the tickets were
sold abroad.
20 In 1924, Uruguay issued a stamp to commemorate winning the Paris
Olympic football tournament. The issuing of Olympic stamps (1924) in Syria and
the Lebanon can be explained by the fact that the Lebanon had been a French
mandatory territory since 1923 and Syria since 1920. Portugal was the first
country (1928) that used a stamp to earn the funds necessary to send its team
to the Olympics. For only three days, an Olympic stamp was issued in Portugal
which earned 82,261 escudos (Bergman 1996, p. 103).
21 The large collector markets are USA, FRG, FRA, CAN, SUI, JPN, NED, SIN
(Moscow OCOG 1980, p. 512).
22 Winternheimer (1996, pp. 59-69) noted that until 1992, German medal
winners were shown 198 times on non-German stamps.
23 Statement by H. Loth (stamp/coin dealer - Mainz), based on the number
of auction houses for coins. Interview of 5th June 1997. Cf. also Table 2 in
Moscow OCOG (1980, p. 529), according to which Germany bought 45% of the
coins distributed abroad, the USA bought 12% and Japan 7%. In 1988, stamp
catalogues frequently show tennis (Graf) and in 1992 surfing (Dietzel 1996,
pp. 77-126).
24 Model assumptions: Since 1972, the IOC has supported the NOCs, the IFs
and the Olympic Solidarity with 93% of its revenues. The revenues from selling
tickets can be determined reliably for the host country only. The distribution
of the revenues from abroad is estimated by continents based on tourism. The
revenues from selling the collector's objects are distributed by continents based
on the significance of the collector markets. Since 1972, the IOC has shared
5% of the OCOG revenues from the entrance tickets, the collector's objects and
the sponsors. These assumptions do not falsify the general propositions,
however, the figures will slightly differ from the real data.
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MULTIDIMENSIONAL
INTERPRETATIONS OF OLYMPISM:
THE CASE OF SPORT FILMS1
BY DR NAOFUMI MASUMOTO (JAP)
Department of Kinesiology, Tokyo Metropolitan
University

1. Introduction
The fundamental elements of the Olympic spirit, that is, Olympism, the
Olympic movement, and its aims and goals, are clearly defined in The Olympic
Charter. Nevertheless, the concept of Olympism remains unclear (Meier, 1996).
Several authors have argued that there are diverse interpretations of Olympism,
and there is no established theory on Olympism (Shimizu, 1996; Sanada, 1996;
Tahara, 1996; Meier, 1996).1 Nevertheless, despite the lack of clarity in definition,
Olympism as a philosophy of life arguably prevails in some kind of general
form: it is reproduced in keeping with one of its obscure meanings, and this
meaning is transmitted despite being transformed from the original meaning.
Thus, it seems likely that Olympism is represented as a prevailing general
meaning according to the era in which the films to be considered were
produced. Of course, films are themselves one aspect of cultural reproduction
systems.
The purpose of this lecture is to clarify Olympism as represented in several
sport films and to interpret the symbolic meanings according to the direction of
the sport images idealized therein. Olympism, as a sport ideology, was examined
by interpreting the concepts transmitted by the sport films.
In this lecture, the sport films representing the Olympic Games were
interpreted, especially with reference to the framework of sport hermeneutics
as shown in Fig.l, that is, "the interpretation of play-text of sport performer
in accordance with a specific context and in consideration of the prevailing
meta-text." The hermeneutic process of description, analysis, and interpretation
of text, context, and meta-text can be synthesized as a framework as shown
in Figure 1.2 The subjects of the interpretation were seven films: three were
official Olympic documentaries, and four were dramatic films related to general
themes surrounding the Olympic Games. If possible, I would like to refer to the
official film of the '98 Nagano Winter Games by Bud Greenspan.

143

2. Research regarding Olympic films
2.1 Film history of the Olympic Games
Downing (1995) showed that the first few Olympic Games were almost
completely ignored by filmmakers. In 1908, the London Games were filmed
on newsreel, and in 1912, the first full-length film of the Games was taken
in Stockholm (p.57). Coubertin, who was acquainted with the cinema, described
the film as an 'enchantment'.3 Through the first official Olympic documentary
film, "Olympia," "the Olympic aura was spread to millions who had never
seen the Games for themselves" (Downing, p.58). "Olympia" not only helped
the development of the Olympic movement but, it is often argued, was a
propaganda film that promoted Nazism (Bergan, 1982, p.99; Masumoto, 1994b).
Following the 1936 Games, the IOC decided that each successive Olympic
Games should be recorded in the form of an official documentary film. From
this point on, images of the Olympic Games were recorded as showing
Olympism in action, and have helped to fix particular types of memories of the
Games.
2.2 Film reviews of Olympic films
Zucker and Babich (1987) stated that films dealing with Olympic sports had
appeared in a slow but steady fashion, and that the Olympic Games had
provided the basis for a number of screen biographies (p.283).
Bergan (1982) commented that "Chariots of Fire," for instance, manages to
demonstrate both Olympism and nationalism, while "Olympia" pays only lip-service
to internationalism (p.98). He criticized the film images in which Leni Riefenstahl
had centralized beautiful bodies and, thus, promoted Nazism. Bergan's central
criticism was that in the opening sequence, a grandiloquent prologue attempts to
link the ideals of beauty in Greek antiquity with those of the Third Reich. Bergan
proclaimed that the ideals of the Olympic movement were transferred and
corrupted into the ideal of the Nazi movement (pp. 99-101). On the other hand,
Bergan's review of the "Tokyo Olympiad" was a very favourable one. Bergan
quoted Kon Ichikawa's statement that Ichikawa had tried to penetrate human
nature, not through fiction, but through the truth of the Games (p. 102). He praised
Ichikawa's attempts to depict the universal human. Bergan praised highly
Ichikawa's attempt to represent the universal human in the ultimate situations of the
Olympics. In the case of "Chariots of Fire," Bergan's film review showed critically
that the film was a classic English tale told in classic English terms, containing
a nostalgia for Empire and old-fashioned patriotism (p. 105).
Judging from previous research and film criticism, unfortunately, there is no
clear mention of Olympism in these sport films' histories and reviews.
3. Methods and Subjects of Interpretations
In this lecture, the films were interpreted according to the formula of
hermeneutics of sport, that is, to interpret the play-text of sport in accordance
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with a specific context and in consideration of the prevailing meta-text
(Masumoto, 1988; Masumoto, 1994a). In other words, first, the diverse textual
representations of Olympism depicted in the films were extracted, taking notice
of aspects such as: educating the young, international exchange, a peaceful
atmosphere, ceremony and rite, Olympic symbols, the opening and closing
ceremony, the Olympic motto and maxim, etc. Second, the representational
context of the films as well as the production and technical context were
interpreted. Third, the text about the text, or the text about the explanatory
notes to the frameworks of interpretation belongs to the meta-textual analysis.
In this study, then, the meta-text is closely related to the framework
of interpretation of Olympic films.
As Whannel (1984) pointed out, it is important to notice that sport ideology
is reproduced by the broadcasting of the Olympic Games world-wide (p.52).
Thus, attention must be paid to the structure of the ideal of Olympism, that is,
of the ideology, which may be promoted and reproduced tacitly. It seems that
this structure might be clarified by considering the meta-text of the films.
As noted previously in this lecture, the subjects were three official Olympic
documentary films, and four dramatic films related to the staging of the Olympic
Games. The two documentary films of summer Games were extensively
evaluated world-wide. As for the dramatic films, films were chosen which were
produced in politically, economically, and socially problematic eras.

4. Text and context: Tentative interpretations of Olympism in the films
4.1. Confirmation of the text and the context of the films
I turn now to the textual interpretations of the films. Here, the interpretations
are conducted with particular attention paid to the representational form which
seems to depict a message especially related to Olympism. The concept of
Olympism used in this section was synthesized according to the Olympic Charter
(IOC, 1998) and the opinions of Olympism researchers (Segrave, 1988; Loland,
1995; Grupe, 1997; Tahara, 1996). The following six dimensions are my criteria
for the representations of Olympism: (1) education of youth through sport, (2)
individual fulfilment, (3) ethical value of fair play, (4) aspiration for a peaceful
society, (5) rite and ceremony as a peaceful festival and the religious aspect, and
(6) internationalism - including the five continents and racial diversity.
4.1-(1) "Olympia," Germany, 1938
* Text: 1) Opening subtitle? "The film of the XI Olympic Games Berlin 1936,
Dedicated to the founder of the Modern Olympic Baron Pierre de Coubertin, To
the honour and glory of the youth of the world"; 2) Olympic symbol and flags;
3) Olympic symbol hanging behind the stands; 4) the rite of kindling the sacred
fire; 5) torch relay and the lighting ceremony; 6) Olympic bell with Olympic
symbol and eagle as a symbol of the Nazis; 7) opening ceremony; 8) flags of all
nations; medal ceremony; 9) closing ceremony.
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* Context of the film production: 1) the Nazis gaining power before World
War II; 2) boycott movement before the Berlin Games; 3) the production of Nazi
party propaganda films with Hitler as the central figure; 4) epoch-making filmshooting devices; 5) the first torch relay.

4.1-(2) "Tokyo Olympiad," Japan, 1965
* Text: 1) Superimposition of the opening and closing scenes of the film? The
"Olympic Games are a manifestation of the human dreams" and "In the night,
the sacred flame returned to the sun. Every four years, human beings have a
dream. Is it right to finish this realized peaceful situation as only a dream?"; 2)
close-up shot of the sun; 3) the opening ceremony; 4) the chaotic entrance
parade of athletes at the closing ceremony; 4) the pervasive shots of all
participants including audience, referee, athletes officials, and guests; 5) the
torch relay across the peace memorial park in Hiroshima.
* Context of the film production: 1) the first Olympic Games in Asia; 2) the
political problem in Taiwan; 3) uplifting Japanese prestige; the dispute about the
film as art or record of the Games; 4) the live broadcasts of the Games
by satellite system to a world-wide audience.
4.1-(3) "13 jour en France," France, 1968
* Text: 1) Torch relay and kindling of the sacred fire; 2) the opening
ceremony; Olympic flag and Olympic anthem; 3) the joy of the winner
a f t e r t h e g o a l a n d c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s b y t e a m- ma t e s ; 4 ) t h e w e l c o me
performance by the street performers; 5) the contrasting and analytical shots
between the artistic practice of modern ballet and the physical exercise
of athletes.
* Context of the film production: 1) the first doping test in the Modern
Olympic Games; 2) the travelling shots of downhill skiing by the cameraman;
3) the first live television coverage of the Winter Games.
4.1-(4) "Chariots of Fire," England, 1981
* Text: 1) The Olympic motto, citius, altius, fortius, on the backboard of the
stadium; 2) fluttering of the Olympic flag; 3) opening ceremony (entrance
parade, flags of all nations, Olympic anthem); 4) joy of the winners and the
congratulations by the other athletes; 5) exchange party; 6) Eric's handshake
with his opponent before the race and the congratulations by his team-mates
after his win in the 400m race; 7) his triumphant ride on his team-mates'
shoulders.
* Context of the film production: 1) the appearance of running films with the
jogging boom in 1970's; 2) the boycott to the Moscow Games by the countries
of the West; 3) the Falklands War in 1982.
* Context of representation: 1) the Paris Olympic Games in 1924; 2) the
executives of Cambridge University adhering to strict amateurism; 3) the
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confrontation between England and France in athletics; 4) the rivalry between
England and Scotland; 5) the era of the strict religious commandments
of Protestantism.

4.1-(5) "Personal Best," United States, 1982
* Text: 1) the growth of youth through the sport (self-realization,
independence from coach); 2) from homosexual relationship to friendship, and
encouragement of each other when they had been discouraged; 2) "do all that
you can do, because that is who you are"; 3) it is not winning but surpassing
yourself that is important, that is the struggle with yourself; 4) to do one's best
is the original meaning of the movie title, "Personal Best," and is an analogy of
Coubertin's maxim that it is not winning but taking part that is important; 5) the
boycott in the Moscow Games; 6) the narration of TV announcers in the closing
scene ironically transmitting the difficulty of keeping peace through sport.
* Context of the film production: 1) the appearance of running films along
with the jogging boom in the 1970's; 2) Western countries' boycott of the 1980
Olympic Games in Moscow; 3) before the overt commercialization of the
Olympics.
4.1-(6) "Running Brave," United States, 1983
* Text: 1) running for the tribe; 2) the handshake with rival Yellow Horse
before the race, making an oath for a good race; 3) the great upset in the
10000m race through an indomitable fighting spirit despite course interference;
4) shaking hands with each other on the podium; 5) the reconciliation with
coach Eston.
* Context of the film production: 1) the formidable deficit of Montreal
Olympic Games in 1976; 2) the boycott of the Moscow Games by the West;
3) before the Los Angeles Games; 4) the flourishing of running films
as influenced by the jogging boom.
* Context of representation: 1) the situation of the Tokyo Games in 1964;
2) the era of explicit racism when native Americans had been confined
to reservations.
4.1-(7) "Finish Line," United States, 1989
* Text: 1) the white Olympic rings hanging in the protagonist's dormitory
room (the white rings could be dyed any colour, in this dramatic film, the
protagonist Grenn died because of doping and the rings might be turned
to black); 2) the real friendship of Tito who gave advice and help by showing
the article concerning doping; 3) the ironic message of the sport doctor as one
of anti-Olympism, that is, doping is a part of sport, it can broaden human
possibilities; 4) the situation of the doping test after the race; 5) the TV interview
of Tito after the qualifying race for the 1984 Olympic Games when Tito said that
he ran for his late friend Grenn.
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* Context of the film production: 1) growing Olympic commercialism; 2) the
Olympic world as focused on winning at all costs; 3) the negative influence
of TV; 4) Ben Johnson's positive test at the 1988 Seoul Games.
* Context of representation: 1) 400m qualifying race before the 1984 Los
Angeles Games; 2) social situations of doping abuse and winning at all costs.
Referring to the context of these films, it is evident that they all, including
official Olympic films, inevitably depict political, financial, and social problems.
Though the Modern Olympic Games place the lofty ideal of the Olympic truce
as a model after the Ancient Olympian Games, the ideal could not be realized.
It can be inferred that these political, financial, and social conditions
encouraged the film producers to reconfirm the Olympic ideal. Moreover, it may
be suggested that the filmmakers encouraged viewers to rethink the Olympic
ideal: in other words, what should Olympic sport be originally, and what ought
the Olympic movement be?

4.2 Consideration of the meta-text
In the case of Olympic documentary films, such as «Olympia» and «Tokyo
Olympiad,» the context that they are official films of the IOC promotes the metatext that all that is depicted must be true. With this meta-text, film viewers and
interpreters form cognitive frameworks about the film. The frameworks for
interpreting documentary films may be intensified with this meta-text. Likewise,
the frameworks of the film production side can be clarified by paying attention
to the meta-text. In the case of Olympic documentary films, for example, the
following ideas could appear; «Because the Olympic Games are a peaceful
festival, many peaceful scenes should be included, human authenticity and
universal humanism must be depicted,» or «peaceful egalitarianism ought to be
represented with no connection to race, gender, or age». With these meta-texts,
cognitive frameworks of the films' production might be reinforced or
strengthened. Nevertheless, it has been shown that there were a lot of retakes
and 'after takes' in «Olympia» (Masumoto, 1992b; Masumoto, 1994b). In «Tokyo
Olympiad,» the director Ichikawa utilized retakes in the same way (Masumoto,
1997). Thus, it seems that all the images do not necessarily represent truth in
documentary films, and that the producer and filmmakers construct, shoot, and
edit the films according to their notion of Olympism. Thus, it is possible that
their view of Olympism can be spread through the images.
In the case of dramatic films related to the Olympic Games, they seem to be
classified into two types of meta-text: one based on the real story and the other
on the fictional. In «Chariots of Fire,» where the story is said to be based on real
people, for example, there is a message that this dramatic film is based on the
real story. Therefore, this message will be followed by the meta-text that because
the text represented in the film is based on a true story, the whole story might
be true. This meta-text is one of the film's frames of reference of recognition.
On the other hand, there is an opposing message connected with the framework
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that this film is a theatrical drama. Therefore, the meta-message, "All the text
represented within the film must be fiction, it is a much too perfect story, so, it is
not worth believing," will be created.
In "Running Brave," it might be recognized that it is untrue to assume that
Billy Mills ran for his tribe because of the fictitious nature of the film. Likewise,
in "Personal Best," it is questionable to believe that the ideology of doing one's
best is one of the ideals of Olympism. In a similar occasion in «Finish Line,» it
seems to be considered that ethical aspects of Olympism such as friendship and
fairness are suspicious and naive ideals.
However, in these dramatic films related to Olympic Games, as MacAloon
(1984) has pointed out, ironically they give us clues to reflective thinking about
the nature of Olympism. For example, "what are the Olympic Games at all?"
or "For what purpose is sport played?" This is, in Goffman's term, a 'frame
breaking' of the cognition, and it leads to reinforcement of an understanding
of Olympism (pp. 274-275).
5. Discussion
5.1 Multidimensional aspects of Olympism represented in films
We may argue that a general form of Olympism is transmitted in images
which this lecture tries to clarify. By rearranging these images concerned with
Olympism, five other dimensions of Olympism can be clarified. At the same
time, this trial can be said to be a reconstruction of the multidimensional
interpretations of Olympism.
5.1-(1) Individualism: personal fulfilment and achievement
Both Eric's deep religious belief in God and Harold's protests against antiSemitism are symbolized by their runs in "Chariots of Fire." Also, their runs are
in some sense considered to be an individual fight and struggle for selfperfection in the individual. In the same way, in "Personal Best," the message
of 'do one's best' is a metaphor for self-fulfilment and accomplishment.
5.1-(2) Ethnocentrism: admiration of the team and race
The protagonists and their Cambridge team-mates in "Chariots of Fire" ran for
the team and school in Paris. While their wins were for the English
establishment, the film represented their runs as being for the team and
university. In "Running Brave," running to promote ethnocentrism is well
depicted. These dimensions of Olympism are results of a film theme structure
that is against racism.
5.1-(3) Nationalism and patriotism: the honour of countries and nations
This dimension of Olympism can be noticed in all three official films of the
IOC, particularly in the scenes of the award ceremonies and spectators cheering
in the stadium. In "Chariots of Fire," the two protagonists agreed, finally, to run
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for England. All scenes that include the English team and athletes and officials,
the Prince of Wales, or the parade of celebration on their triumphal return,
represent the frenzied nationalism connected to the Olympic Games.
5.1-(4) Internationalism: international interchange, mutual
understanding, international goodwill and peace
This dimension of Olympism is represented frequently in official Olympic
films, except "Olympia." As a matter of course, in "Olympia," which had a strong
propaganda element, the atmosphere of international friendship was depicted
to soften anti-Nazism criticisms. Although all the flags of the nations were
represented in the film, the frequent exposure of swastikas appears uncanny.
In contrast, this dimension of Olympism is depicted differently in "Tokyo
Olympiad," that is, the flying of all the nations' flags, the torch relay at the
Hiroshima peace memorial park, and the opening and closing ceremonies.

5.1-(5) Trans-nationalism: Universal humanism
This dimension of Olympism is well depicted in the official IOC films except
in "Olympia." For example, in "Tokyo Olympiad," it was symbolized by the
scene at the closing ceremony where all the countries' athletes entered the
stadium chaotically, carrying on their shoulders the Japanese athlete and flagbearer Ono. The depiction of people in "Tokyo Olympiad," which represented
all persons with no segregation of men and women, older people and younger,
winner and loser, is in striking contrast to "Olympia" which was filmed with an
emphasis on the aesthetics of the winner and the strong, or the aesthetics of the
winner's body. This dimension of Olympism represented in "Tokyo Olympiad"
showed the universal human being in the festival, transcending nation-states. In
this sense, it may be suggested that this dimension of Olympism in films
represent a universal humanism or ideal human being that includes all human
dignity, ethics, justice, and fairness. It is no exaggeration to say that this aspect
of Olympism is an idealistic one in which it is possible to attain international
friendship and a peaceful world.
6. Legend and mythology: Hegemony structure
According to the anthropologist Yamaguchi (1986) a narrative, in order to
become a mythology and not just a story, must be structured so that its meaning
is settled not at the surface but in the subconscious. When this happens, the
density of meaning is increased, and supersedes surface consciousness without
actually appearing at the surface level in ordinary life. When this type of
structure is complete, mythology is shaped and reproduced tacitly. If these types
of structure of mythology in sport films related to Olympic Games can be
confirmed, it may be argued that there is a representational structure which may
form tacit frameworks of thinking and behaviour that create a prevailing view of
Olympism.
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Moreover, there are hegemonic devices in the dramatic films which are,
in some sense, gimmicks to condense viewers' memories and settle the sport
images through the narration. For example, it is possible to consider that the
TV announcers are merely common narrators in the fictional Olympic films, such
as "Finish Line" and "Personal Best." In the final scene of "Finish Line" the
TV showed a victory interview of the winner of the qualifying race for the Los
Angeles Games. Tito proclaimed strongly, "I ran for my friend Grenn. He died
from drug use." By the TV interview, the message that Tito won the race through
fairness according to Olympic ideals, without taking drugs and representing the
ethical value of good friendship, was distributed throughout the USA. This
TV interview was a gimmick to settle the ideal in the subconscious of film
viewers. In "Personal Best," TV announcers transmitted the message of the
moral aspect, doing all that one can do, and praised the individualism aspect
of Olympism, namely self-fulfilment and friendship, perseverance and
encouragement. Moreover, the announcers narrated that the endeavour to win
the USA qualifying race would not be rewarded, because the West was going
to boycott the 1980 Moscow Games. This ironic message for international peace
was transmitted to the audience by the storytellers. This type of gimmick has
a nation-wide representative structure through the TV apparatus in the film.
Thus, it is possible to argue that there is a representative structure in the films
which can make a mythology of some dimension of Olympism by settling the
athletes' great performances deeply in people's (sub)consciousness. Mosher
(1983) said that it is the Olympics from which the mythology of sport arises and
to which it always returns (p. 17). It is possible to confirm the existence of
a hegemonic structure of sporting films where the Olympic ideal or an idealized
view of sport can be formed, strengthened, preserved, and transmitted tacitly
as a mythology.

7. The frameworks of interpretation of the films related to Olympic sport
From Figure 1, it seems reasonable to conclude that the frameworks of ordinary
film viewers of Olympic sport films are constructed in a general manner. It then
leads to an understanding of the problems related to the Olympic Games, and
to an advocacy of a return to create a humanistic dimension of sport. For instance,
Grupe (1997) regarded the Olympic motto, citius-altius-fortius, as a sport ideology,
accentuated and linked to the principle of success in a business-oriented modern
society (p.64). He introduced Hans Lenk's recommendation that the motto should
be followed by 'humanius.' It can be interpreted that this additional motto is one
of the main messages which Olympic films have tried to depict.
*1 Acknowledgement: This is a revised version of the paper read at the
4th International Symposium for Olympic Research at The University of western
Ontario in 1998.
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End notes
1. If we wish to reach a common definition it is important to return to the
original educational intention of Baron de Coubertin. That goal is not one to be
pursued in this paper.
2. The framework of interpretation of films was drawn up by Masumoto
(1992b, 1994b) according to MacAloon's (1984) theory of spectacle.
3. Espagnac (1995) showed that Coubertin had written an article about
athletes and cinema. (Pierre de Coubertin (1987) "The sportsman and the
cinema," Olympic Review 238:388-390, reprinted).
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4. In this study, the following video tapes were used for the interpretation
of Olympism.
(1)
"Olympia-fest der Volker" 1936 Berlin Games (1938, German; CBS SONY
Group, VMS)
(2)
"Tokyo Olympiad" 1964 Tokyo Games (1965 Japan; Toho Co., VHS)
(3)
"13 jour en France" 1968 Grenoble Winter Games (1968 France; Japan
Columbia Co., VHS)
(4)
"Chariots of Fire" 1924 Paris Game (1981 England;CBS/FOX VIDEO, VHS)
(5)
"Personal Best" 1980 Moscow Games (1982 USA; Warner Home Video,
VHS)
(6)
"Running Brave" 1964 Tokyo Games (1983 Canada; Toshiba Eizo Soft Co.,
VHS)
(7)
"Finish Line" 1984 Los Angeles Games (1989 USA; CIC Victor, VHS)

154

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY
BY NICOLE GIRARD-SAVOY (SUI)
Project and Finance Manager, Olympic Solidarity

The objective of this presentation today is to introduce the role of Olympic
Solidarity and to examine the work through its various programmes.
It is generally well known that the Olympic Movement is made up of three
main components: the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the International
Olympic Sports Federations (IFs) and the National Olympic Committees (NOCs).
The National Olympic Committees are responsible, among others, for the
selection and training of the athletes who will participate in the Olympic Games.
To help them in this task, they receive assistance from the IOC, through the
Olympic Solidarity department.
Olympic Solidarity is the body responsible for managing and administering the
share of the television rights of the Olympic Games that is allocated to the National
Olympic Committees (NOCs). It exercises this responsibility in accordance with the
specific programmes of technical and financial assistance approved by the
Olympic Solidarity Commission, which is chaired by the President of the IOC.
The Olympic Charter includes the following definition: "Olympic Solidarity is
the department of the IOC which has the task to organise aid to NOCs
recognised by the IOC, in particular those which have the greatest need of it.
This aid takes the form of programmes elaborated jointly by the IOC and the
NOCs, with the technical assistance of the IFs, if necessary."
To better appreciate the enormous efforts currently deployed by the IOC for
sports development, I believe it is necessary to begin by giving a brief review of
the relatively young history of Olympic Solidarity:
In 1961 at the 58th Session of the IOC, an IOC member from France, The
Comte Jean de Beaumont proposed the creation of a Committee meant to aid
countries which had just gained independence from colonisation, and
particularly those from Africa and Asia. The proposal was accepted and the
Committee for International Olympic Aid (CIOA) was created. In 1968, the
Committee became an IOC Commission, and kept the same name.
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In 1971 the CIOA was transformed into the Commission for Olympic Solidarity
and was merged with a similar project initiated by the Permanent General Assembly
of the NOCs.
Olympic Solidarity's office was located in Rome with the support of the
Italian Olympic Committee until 1979. In 1980 the office was moved to the
headquarters of the IOC in Lausanne.
In 1981, the IOC President H.E. Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, who has been at
the origin of many changes at the heart of the Olympic movement, completely
transformed the Olympic Solidarity Commission by granting it a certain degree of
administrative autonomy.
Still today, all the activities of Olympic Solidarity are carried out under the
approval and direction of the IOC Olympic Solidarity Commission. The current
Director is Mr. Pere Miró from Spain and he is assisted by eight permanent
members of staff.
From 1972, Olympic Solidarity began to receive funding. At that
time, funds were very limited indeed and were used for one-off projects
proposed by different NOCs. It was only in 1984 with the increased
budgets from the Los Angeles Olympic Games that the Olympic Solidarity
programmes were organised into a four-year programme and began to take
some official form with annual fixed assistance for all the National Olympic
Committees.
Olympic Solidarity's income is derived from its share of the television
rights for the broadcasting of the Summer and Winter Olympic Games.
Ultimately destined for the National Olympic Committees, this share has,
to date, been Olympic Solidarity's sole source of income. Within the
framework of its fourth four-year plan, which covers the years 1997/2000,
Olympic Solidarity has established a development budget of USD 121 900 000..
Olympic Solidarity is responsible for the administration and management
of this budget, which is shared out among a number of sport development
programmes for the NOCs and their Continental Associations in view of their
needs and priorities.
Olympic Solidarity has many and varied programmes. This four-year
plan maintains some twelve programmes, eight of which are intended for
all the National Olympic Committees and four for the most disadvantaged
NOCs.

Activities
The greater degree of flexibility in the application of Olympic Solidarity funds
that is now permitted to the NOCs has yielded results that were well
up to expectations. If the greater part of the budget continues to be used
for the organisation of technical training courses or the purchase of equipment, a
substantial number of NOCs are now using these funds to directly encourage
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teams to participate in various competitions or to organise sessions for their
National Olympic Academies, courses on specialisation or retraining.

Administrative assistance
Each year, those NOCs duly recognised by the IOC receive, at their own
request, a grant to cover their operating costs. This enables them to improve
their administrative structures and thereby strengthen their operational systems.
Many NOCs purchased IT equipment which, thanks in particular to e-mail, will
enable them to ensure better communications and a more rapid information
exchange.

Assistance for participation in the Olympic Games
This programme has two quite different and yet complementary aims : partly
to help foster the universal spirit of the Olympic Games, and partly also to
reward those NOCs that, proportionately, contribute the most to the
development and success of the Games.
All the NOCs with qualifying athletes for the Games benefit from a grant to
cover logistics, to cover the travelling expenses for a certain number of athletes
and officials, to assist with travelling and accommodation expenses for the
Presidents and Secretaries General, and a financial contribution based on the
number of athletes actively participating in the competitions.
To this programme, we must add the reimbursement of the travelling
expenses of one delegate from each NOC participating in the seminar for the
Chefs de mission, as well as air tickets for the young people chosen by their
NOCs to participate in the international youth camp arranged by the Olympic
Games organising committee.
Aware that certain fields of activity are less accessible to NOCs and require
particular attention, Olympic Solidarity contacted some IOC commissions to
establish joint programmes. There are five programmes which relate
to activities developed by various IOC Commissions pursuing aims such
as Olympic education or the encouragement of sport. This collaboration enable
the NOCs to gain access to specialised and complementary fields.

International Olympic Academy (IOA)
If the training of athletes and their respective performances in the various
competitions still form the most visible part of this great sporting movement, it is
nonetheless essential that we keep the Olympic idea alive in our minds and,
even more importantly, organise ourselves in such a way as to give that idea the
widest possible expression. This concern for educational values is, historically,
what makes Olympia such a famous place for meeting, culture and dialogue.
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Olympic Solidarity provides assistance to those NOCs and National
Olympic Academies (NOAs) who wish to send delegates to the various
training sessions. It also contributes to the IOA operating costs (e.g.
translations, book purchases, videos and computer equipment) of this
programme which reaches a broad spectrum of educationalists, journalists and
students.
Medical Commission
Organising courses in sports medicine and the co-ordination with the NOCs
are the two essential elements that bind together the Medical Commission of the
IOC and Olympic Solidarity. Within this framework, the development and
diffusion of scientific and technical knowledge in sports medicine remain
a permanent concern. The prevention of sports injuries, nutrition and
physiotherapy are just some of the topics that are regularly addressed.
Sport for all

It is certainly true that participation in sport among the general public is in
need of encouragement more than ever before. The Commission and Olympic
Solidarity encourage activities such as the Olympic Day Run on 23 June, the
anniversary of the foundation of the IOC, an event in which people of all ages
participate and in which various cultural and artistic activities are also organised.
Any other specific NOC initiative can also receive the support of Olympic
Solidarity.
Women and Sport
As an instrument both of communication and of emancipation, sport is
opening its doors wider and wider to women. The IOC formulated
recommendations that women be encouraged to participate more in the
governing bodies of sport and a women and sport working group was created.
The Women and Sport programme provides assistance, above all, to those
delegates who wish to take part in the regional seminars or world conferences
organised by the IOC's women & sport working group.
Olympic Solidarity also provides assistance to specific NOC activities, such as
national seminars, aimed at encouraging female participation in sport at all levels.

Sport and the Environment
Environmental concerns are integral to sport and culture. Protecting nature
and the environment to enable athletes to practise the sport of their choice
is an extremely important activity, and one that must be set within the context
of sustainable development.
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Olympic Solidarity supports the organisation of regional seminars, specific
NOC activities aimed at safeguarding the environment, and participation by NOC
delegates in the global seminars or world conferences organised by the IOC
sport and environment Commission.
In close collaboration with each of the Continental Associations
of NOCs, Olympic Solidarity has drawn up a list of NOCs which require
special attention. In order to maintain the universality of the Olympic Games
and cater for the constant increase in the number of nations taking part
in these Games but at the same time avoid the concept of gigantism,
it has been necessary to set certain competition standards. The IOC has
therefore established, with the assistance of the NOCs and the International
Federations, qualification criteria in each of the Olympic sports, including
both the Winter and Summer disciplines. Thus it is becoming very difficult
for some countries to qualify their athletes due to lack of facilities for
preparation, lack of high level coaches and lack of exposure to international
competition.
To respond to these needs, Olympic Solidarity has initiated special
programmes which are principally designed to help towards the further
development and training of athletes and coaches through scholarships, as well
as for sports administrators.
We can divide the concept into four different areas:

Olympic Scholarships for athletes "Sydney 2000"
The programme of Olympic scholarships for athletes "Sydney 2000" has been
created by Olympic Solidarity with the principal objective of assisting athletes
from the developing NOCs in their preparation for and their participation in the
Games of the XXVII (27th) Olympiad, Sydney.
The scholarship holders can train in their home country or train within one
of the training centres with which Olympic Solidarity has a working agreement.
The scholarship provides appropriate training facilities, a coach specialised in the
appropriate sporting discipline, regular medical and scientific assistance and
control, accident and illness insurance, board and lodging.

Olympic scholarships for young, promising athletes
Proposed in parallel to the Sydney 2000 scholarship programme, this
programme is aimed at talented young athletes practising an individual sport
who have been selected by the NOCs. It offers them the chance to benefit
from optimum training conditions, within their own countries or at high level
training centres, thus enabling them to increase their sporting potential and
prepare themselves for top-level competition while continuing their normal
education.
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As well as the benefits offered for training, accommodation and so on,
Olympic Solidarity also meets the costs of an educational programme for these
athletes.

Olympic scholarships for coaches
We must not forget that coach education is also a vital element of sport
development since, without the coaches, athletes would find it difficult indeed
to prepare themselves for competition. This programme therefore allows coaches
from the developing NOCs who work at national level and hold their country's
highest official qualification, the chance to take part in courses organised either
at specific training centres or directly by the International sports federation. We
also allow these coaches to spend time with high level trainers from abroad
either at national level or within clubs having achieved a certain level of success.

Sports administrators programme
This programme has been created to offer sports administrators the possibility
to enlarge their knowledge about sports management. National course directors
have been trained so that the NOCs can become autonomous, thus enabling
them to organise their own courses in the future. An new sports administration
manual has been published which will be very helpful.
In brief, I have described to you the principal activities planned by Olympic
Solidarity on behalf of the NOCs for this quadrennial 1997 - 2000.
It is evident that the role of the National Olympic Committees in the Olympic
Movement as a whole is very important indeed. The assistance received from the
IOC, through Olympic Solidarity, has given the NOCs a certain independence
and a consequent place in the decision-making process regarding sports
development in their own countries. The NOCs are a vital pillar of our Olympic
Movement. Without them, Olympic Solidarity would cease to exist. On the
other hand, without the Olympic Games, the NOCs would lose one of their
major functions. For this reason, we must deploy all our efforts in the common
cause of maintaining this great festival of youth and sport which we celebrate
every four years.
People are becoming more aware and all types of sports are becoming more
and more accessible to the average man on the street through the provision of
modern sports facilities and installations, sports education programmes in
schools and so on.
Nevertheless, we must not become complacent. As with all successful
enterprises there are risks and dangers which have to be addressed.
Commercialisation is essential for generating the much needed finance but we
must ensure that the partners do not begin to have too much power over the
organisation of the Games and over the principle players of these Games, the
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athletes. We must control those athletes whose desire to win exceeds all logic
and leads them to cheat through doping and the consumption of performance
enhancing substances.
We have accepted all the top level athletes into the Olympic Movement and
have abolished the notions of professionalism and amateurism. This should not,
however, take away the opportunity from aspiring athletes who do not have the
same chances to train, and therefore attract sponsors and receive money, to
participate in future Games.
The IOC and indeed all the members of the Olympic Movement are doing
their best to maintain the current status quo. Through Olympic Solidarity, the
NOCs and in particular those from the developing countries, are given the
opportunity to train and prepare their athletes in an efficient and an honest way.
We will endeavour to pursue our activities with the NOCs in the best possible
way and hope that the Olympic games as we know them today will continue for
many decades to come.
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Discussion group in full swing.

Evening activities.
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Evening activities.

Excursion to Zaharo beach.
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Souvenir photo of an excursion to Zaharo beach.

Visit to the archaeological site of Olympia.
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Sports activities.

Sports activities.
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REPORT ON THE FINE-ART AND POETRY WORKSHOP

by Kevin Whitney (GBR)

The Opening Ceremony of the 39 th Session on the Hill of the Pynx was
a serious and delightful occasion in the presence of H.E. Juan Antonio
Samaranch. The majestic setting was enhanced by the music of the Band of
Athens, who played excellent music including the classic "Athena" and "Entry
into Paradise" by Vangelis the great Greek contemporary composer. A splendid
reception was later enjoyed by all at the Island Club.

Friday, 23rd July
The morning after our arrival in Ancient Olympia (via Delphi), President
Filaretos took me to view the fine new art workshops, or in Greek "Sto Ergastirio"
I was not quite prepared to see these studios which he had built and
for which I had waited 12 years! I was amazed by the grace and sympathy of
the structure which Mr Nassos Kritsinelis, the architect, had designed. It is
perfect. Comprising three buildings, with indoor and outdoor facilities, on
a square or forum, it is a dream come true and 100% improvement on the
fine-art department. Now we really are a true "workshop".
Following the Opening Ceremony in the main hall, I called a meeting of the
"new" fine-art workshop for those involved: my assistant Ms Panagiota
Apostolopoulou (GRE), Mrs Angeliki Dikiyannoulakis (GRE) for dance and
Mrs Laurel Brassey-Iverson (USA) for poetry. I outlined that, as President
Filaretos had gone to the trouble and expense of building the new fine-art
"centre" then we must utilize it completely and as a compliment to his vision
create the best cohesive fine-art session ever! To achieve this we would work
together and create an inspirational environment of art, dance and poetry.
At 6 o'clock President Filaretos gave his memorable opening lecture on
"Cultural counters and their harmonization within the Olympic Movement"
followed by the laying of the wreaths at the de Coubertin and Kesteas/Diem
monuments.
To put the new studio "on the map", at 9:30pm I invited all at the academy to
a party in the studio, so as to acquaint them with the location and to admire the

166

architecture and to dance! It was a huge success and the first "ice breaker" of
the session.
Saturday, 24th July

I announced the opening of the fine-art centre before the excellent lecture by
Dr Hélène Glikatzi-Arwheiller (GRE) on the subject "The Olympic idea as
a vehicle of culture in the global age". This lecture was in my experience one
of the best there has ever been. This was complemented by a brilliant lecture
by Prof. Nikos Yalouris (GRE) on the subject "The sacred sites of Olympia and
Delphi". It was a great privilege for all to attend a lecture by this great authority,
the number one expert. Later, about 15 people were sculpting and painting
in the workshop.
Sunday, 25th July

This day was spent working in the workshop. Panayota and I spent time
preparing the first of our "step" paintings. The painting, in three parts, would be
placed on the three levels of the academy steps, thus creating a huge painting
which in this case was a wave, in anticipation of the forthcoming visit to Zaharo
beach. Meanwhile, Mr Harry Biemans (NED) had discovered that he had
a rather good, hidden sculpting talent and produced an exquisite torso in clay.
Mr Pekka Reponen (FIN) was modelling for life drawings for some people,
including Mr Dilshard Kareem (SRI), who was dazzling all with his many talents
in all the arts, including cartoons. He made two of the President and the Dean.
The cartoon of the President is illustrated here below:
It gave an amusing side to the fine-arts workshop, and when he realized how
funny the drawing was (in a positive way), the President put the cartoon on the
IOA web site on the Internet.
The following day Panagiota and I announced the start of the photographic
competition, the theme this year being "beauty" (in Greek "Omorphia"), and
later that day we set the "wave" painting on the steps, in anticipation of the
following day's visit to the beach.
At 2 o'clock Mr Pekka Reponen came to the studio and asked if it would
be possible to make an anatomy chart of the human body - he has a good
knowledge of its muscular nature, as he is a team weight lifter. So we created
a life-sized "outline" drawing of him, and he added the Latin names of the muscle
groups. It was an informative as well as an aesthetic piece. Many people were
now using the workshop, although the dance workshop insisted on using the old
lecture hall instead of the new dance workshop for practice; so Panagiota utilized
the space for sculpture and printmaking instead. She had organized some "blocks"
of stone to be brought up from Athens for carving and was overseeing flat-relief
wood block printing. After dinner that night the first Dead Poets' Society poetry
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meeting took place and amazingly it was decided not to use the beautiful
new poetry workshop. Instead the lawn next to the swimming pool was chosen!
Astounded by such insensitive rudeness, I nevertheless attended the poetry
session to find very few original poems but a lot of poetic analysis. So the next
day, I had to remind the organizers of dance and poetry of the planning and
expense President Filaretos had gone to to create the new fine-art workshop, with
facilities for all the arts, and that to deliberately ignore this was deplorable.
I reminded them also that at the first fine-art workshop meeting which I had called
on 23 July, I had kindly asked "for the workshop to be utilized completely and as
a compliment to President Filaretos' vision, and to try and create the best cohesive
workshop ever". I also pointed out to the poetry organizer that "analysis" is the
death of poetry. Later in the afternoon the workshop was packed with people
using all the facilities and creating paintings, drawings, prints and sculptures.
Dilshard Kareem (SRI) was helping to instruct participants in the fine-arts which
was an enormous help to myself and Panagiota who were overworked. Panagiota
was busy designing the evening's programme for the social evening and helping
• with costumes. Dilshard was a fantastically talented and easygoing addition to this
year's workshop. The social evening went very well.
Thursday, 29th July

Today was a similar busy day at the workshop. Panagiota was working
out the face of Apollo, to go on the steps for Sunday's "Art Happening", to
compliment this year's theme of gods. To make a face fit on the scale of the
steps in three parts, in perspective, is no easy task. With the competition
deadline set for the Monday morning, work was being completed and poems
and photos being handed into the workshop.
Friday, 30th July

On Friday morning, I announced the impending 'Happening' and asked for
volunteers to take part. Everyone then enjoyed a superb presentation by
Mr Jean Durry (FRA), whose presence is always appreciated. Then we had a very
busy day at the workshop. People had realized that there was not a lot of time
left and so arrived to try the facilities out. A lot of good work was produced this
day. At 8 o'clock in the evening President Filaretos had invited the lecturers and
coordinators to dine at the local port of Katakalon, a tradition that is always
superbly orchestrated and great fun.

Saturday, 31st July
I announced the exhibition for Sunday and the "Happening" at 9:30pm. As
the whole morning -was spent by the participants reading their discussion
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presentations, Panagiota and I had plenty of time preparing the giant face
on the steps uninterrupted and unobserved. Surprise is the secret of the
steps painting. So when all emerged from the lecture theatre - Apollo had
arrived - providing a superb backdrop for photo opportunities and a hint
of things yet to come.
The afternoon art activity time was very busy with a rehearsal at 5 o'clock
of some "Happening" parts (the event is largely unrehearsed) and art works that
needed finishing. Then at 9 o'clock the last Dead Poets' Society meeting was
held, this time, fortunately, at the fine-art workshop, which was successful with
a dozen people reading their poems.

Sunday, 1st August
As the whole day was free, the workshop was again very busy thanks to
the superb new facilities. Prof. Kang (KOR) arrived to show participants the
art of Korean ink brush work - he is a master of this art. (On reflection,
I often wonder if people realize the very high quality of international experts
amassed by President Filaretos at these sessions). A lot of arranging was
necessary for tonight's "Happening" - sound tests, costumes to be made,
music and poetry, a programme to be formulated to ensure success. We were
determined to make this event one to remember and one to compliment
President Filaretos' vision. Then the time came at 9:30pm, after dinner, and
the whole Academy amassed on the steps with the President, the VicePrésident, the Dean, members and lecturers on the top level. I welcomed
everyone in Greek and English and explained that the event had "gods"
as a free form theme, basically unrehearsed. Immediately, we projected
a video entitled "gods" on to a huge screen at the base of the steps. I had
made this video in the fine-art workshop the previous year with the help
of Transworld Sport, featuring two actors/gods, Borut Kolaric (SLO) and
Tom Pundel (LUX), with the sound track "Entry of the gods into Valhalla".
As I had never shown this film before and as there were 89 countries
watching it, it was the film's world premier!
After this, I talked of the gods and introduced Pindar, the ancient Greek poet
played excellently by Rowland Jack (GBR), who was hidden in the audience
wearing a formal suit. He stood up and to the amazement of the Greek people
present, read a Pindar poem in Ancient Greek (he had read the Classics at
University) and then again in English. I then spoke of Prometheus, the mortal,
who stole the fire from the gods. At that point and to some fanfare music, Juan
Carlos Garcia (COL) dressed in the robes of a god and carrying two flares ran
down from the upper level and "lit" two fires (actually fans blowing crepe paper
upwards to simulate flames). Then he proceeded to read a poem he had
composed especially for this "Happening" and, leaving the "fires" blazing, left as
quickly as he had arrived.
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Introduction
... and suddenly it started to rain
Thunder and lighting in the sky,
Gave the impression of living a new war.
Oceans and lakes were so furious,
That even the big whale went into her house
And closed her windows.
The wind was flying high, strong, unbeatable.
And curiously the sun was up, above all;
Filling with unexpected strength every corner in the world.
They only said that the gods were having races ......
Juan Carlos Garcia
Olympia, Greece, 1999.
The lights went up and the dancers form the workshop arrived on stage and
performed a brilliant piece with very long ribbons in many colours, flashing and
darting around like fire. It was excellent.
Then Hermes (Cesar Torres, ARG) wearing a toga and painted gold, read a
poem by Juan Carlos called "Sunrise".

Sunrise
The brightness of the night was changing. All the stars in the pond had
stopped singing and the moon was static, as if waiting for someone.
Everything was silent; even the frogs on their trees. It was about time.
Everybody was holding their breath, remaining still, like hiding from
a lion.
One of the trees said in a whisper:
"He is coming now".
And the god appeared. No sounds, no thunder. Just walking through
the crowd, getting ready for his speech. He stood still, looking, waiting.
Then, everybody started changing. All the black, grey and white that
had ruled the earth was disappearing. All the colours of the earth
appeared suddenly on everybody.
One of the rocks shouted,
"IT IS THE CREATION OF THE DAY".
And the god had disappeared.
Juan Carlos Garcia
Olympia, Greece, 1999.
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Cesar presented this beautifully. Then in darkness with one spotlight,
Aphrodite (Kishani Jayasinghe SRI) stepped forward and sang the pop song
"Perhaps Love" superbly - her voice is a real gift.
Then Prometheus dressed now in black robes read his poems "When I grow
up" written for this event by him (I thought this poem to be excellent), and
"Imagine".
When I grow up
"Mama, when I grow up I want to be a strong man.
somebody needs help, I can help him".

In that way, if

"When I grow up, I want to be a warrior, to help people in the world be
free".
"When I grow up, I want to be beautiful; so that the birds sing when
I pass by".
"And I will be all these things, because when I grow up, I want to be
a god".
Juan Carlos Garcia
Olympia, Greece, 1999.
Imagine
Just imagine the sound of the waves...
Hear them softly push gently the rocks.
Thinking and knowing they're stronger
but always waiting.
Now imagine the glow of the moon. She
knows that her beauty is not hers. She
knows that her life is not hers; but she's
always up there, showing the beauty of
the sun.
Think of a seagull flying by night.
She's looking at the moon in the height of a wave;
looking at the way in which the rocks are suffering,
crying...
Resisting quietly while the sea whips them.
Trying to avoid every new strike,
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so that the moon will not feel
the incredible pain of crashing against them.
That's why she's singing.
making of each canticle a sorrowful ode...
And having in mind only the image
of the day that the moon; that beautiful moon,
was flying with her through the foam of the waves.
Juan Carlos Garcia
Olympia, Greece, 1999.
The lights came on and Dilshard Kareem (SRI) wandered on as a mortal
strumming a guitar and calling for Ganymede (the wine-pourer for the gods),
who leapt from the audience in a toga and long cloak (Cristof Ortlieb GER).
Then they sang a rendition of a Beatles song, in falsetto, which had not been
planned, and although Panagiota and myself were in a state of disbelief, the
audience loved it, this display of mirth which lent a light relief to the evening!
The second dance of the evening was performed by the troupe, to classic
Greek music, followed by Apollo (Frixos Raidos GRE) dressed in white with a
laurel crown and gold lyre (being the god of music) who read his very beautiful
poem "Ancient Olympia".

Ancient Olympia
Ancient Olympia, eternal mother,
whose body gives birth to
values, ideals, the joy of living,
whose breasts give life to
ancient gods, Olympian gods
every moment, every second, day by day,
ancient Olympia, eternal mother,
tomorrow, I think,
starts a new day.
Ancient Olympia, eternal mother,
keep, I pray, intact,
the lands of your feats
the ground of your children.
Cherish the purity
of your Olympic champions' legends.
Be patient, mother,
and there will come a time

172

when nations will make friends again,
when people, like Olympian gods,
will lean into your lap to send a
message of love.
Ancient Olympia, eternal mother,
I think I see this day drawing
swiftly near.
Frixos Raidos Olympia,
Greece, 1999.
Frixos read this in Greek and his delivery was so passionate that it was not
necessary to translate into English. Quite extraordinary!
With the lights off and appearing in white robes and a white classic mask,
Kishani, as Aphrodite, reappeared and sang the popular ballad "Love Changes
All". Then Pindar stood up in the audience and read the epilogue, in Ancient
Greek and English.
Then in complete darkness, to the music "Entry into Paradise" by the
contemporary Greek composer Vangelis, twenty participants dressed in black
and carrying torches held high, slowly arrived and in formation walked up the
steps into the audience and sat down. Then in the distant football field green
flares were to be seen approaching the stage area. Suddenly appearing and with
three people at the back and two in front, the flare bearers twiddled these in
perfect circles thus creating the five rings of the Olympics in perfect glowing coordination - the audience went wild! "May the fire of Olympia be with you". End
of performance.

Monday, 2nd August
This day was spent organizing the exhibition of all the work created in the
fine-art workshop and this was a lot. Dilshard was helping and also Mr Ian
Brittain (GBR) offered to lend assistance, which was greatly received. Ian
produced a magazine, "Agones", for the Academy which gave information on all
events with results, etc. This was distributed to all at the Session - a brilliant idea.
After the President and the Vice-Président, the Dean, some lecturers and some
participants had democratically judged the art works, the results were as follows:

Painting:
1. Dilshard Vareem (SRI)
2. Prof. Kang (KOR)
3. Paula Campos (POR) Carina Baldi (URU)
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Sculpture:
1. Asha Lolljee (MRI)
2. Inga Smalinskaite (LTU)
3. Harry Biemans (NED)

Photography:
1. Christof Ortlieb (GER)
2. Vitor Ferrira (POR)
3. Merav Olejnik (ISR)

Poetry:
1. Roslyn Carrington (SWZ)
2. Angie Pearson (GBR)
3. Frixos Raidos (GRE)

Olympism (It's a kinda magic)
O
L
Y
M
P
I
S
M

Olympic Movement, let's keep it alive
Teach the youth and let it survive
Living a dream for the love of sports
Brings together all sorts
You, you and me must create the awareness
Of a movement that promotes all fairness
Movement is the word to spread
If not, it will all be dead
Participate in spreading the word
Costing a little and we can all afford
Ideals and values are a way of life
This motto may give courage in times of strife
Someone somewhere needs to know
Teach them Olympism and let our family grow
Magic of the Movement captured me
Don't get left out, come and see.
Rosyn Carrington
Olympia, Greece, 1999

This heralded the end of the 39 th Session Workshop, the best in its
12-year existence, thanks to the fantastic new premises, President Filaretos'
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vision and the hard work put in by Panagiota Apostolopoulou, whose talent
and advice was irreplaceable, and the help and wit of Dilshard Kareem.
I had the privilege of being honoured on my birthday when 89 countries
sang "Happy Birthday" and the British delegates headed by Ms Jan Paterson
presented me with a cake. The perfect end to a memorable session.
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REPORT ON THE DANCE WORKSHOP

by Angeliki DIKI-YANNOULAKI (GRE)

The 39th Session Dance Workshop was organized to present cultures from all
around the world, as well as to give the participants an idea of the combined
styles of Ballroom, Jazz and Modern creative dances.
The first announcement regarding the opening day of the Art, Dance and
Poetry Workshops was made during the Opening Ceremony of the 39th Session
on Friday 23rd July. The initial meeting of the Dance Workshop was held at the
old Lecture Hall on Saturday 24th and it was obvious from the start that this
session would have many participants with a keen interest in dance. Seventy-five
people attended this first meeting and the enthusiasm shared among them
brought more participants to sign up for new dances until the last day of the
Session. In all, thirteen meetings were conducted with an attendance of 45 to 90
participants for each session, lasting from 1 to 3 hours each, depending on the
choreographies we worked on.
During the Session, 22 dances were taught to the participants, presented at
the 3 social evenings, as well as at the "Arts Happening" in conjunction with
Kevin Whitney (GBR), director of that particular event. A variety of dances were
chosen in order to hold the participants' interest in at least some of them. At the
first social evening on Wednesday 28th, two dances were presented: "Mambo
No.5" which was a group choreography presented by 52 participants, and
a Greek dance, "Zeimbekiko", presented by a group of 8. More practices took
place during the following days and new dances were rehearsed for the
upcoming performances.
The "Arts Happening" took place on Sunday 1st, therefore two dances
were to be presented during that event. A ribbon dance took the audience
by surprise when the 10 dancers opened the colourful, 2 meter ribbons
and formed many spectacular shapes in the air. This dance proved to be
well chosen for the occasion, because the previous act - directed by Kevin
Whitney - was about Prometheus, so the ribbons were a nice addition
because they looked like flames. Of course, the formation of the dance
and continuous changes were the appropriate spectacle for an audience
seated above the stage.

177

Relaxing by the IOA pool.

The second dance was "Syrtos", a Greek traditional dance choreographed to
a recently composed song. Even though, the style of the dance had to show a
continuous wave, therefore it was difficult for foreign people to follow, although
the 13 participants managed to present it successfully. A final sequence with
candles performed to the music "Chariots of Fire", choreographed together with
Kevin Whitney (GBR) gave an excellent conclusion to the "Arts Happening".
During the second social evening on Tuesday 3rd, two more dances were
performed. "Latin Macarena" was another favourite dance for the 32 participants
who presented it that evening. The second dance was another Greek dance,
"Hassaposervikos" presented by 12 Greek participants and coordinators,
underlying the culture of the host country.
The emphasis of the last social evening was placed on the Dance Workshop
and its achievements throughout the 32nd Session. The first dance was a Jazz
choreography presented by 33 participants. The complicated steps made
everyone try hard to improve their style. The second dance was an Argentinean
Tango. Eighteen couples performed the sequence of eight steps and their
commitment and enthusiasm during practices led me to choreograph two songs
instead of one as had been initially planned. The following dance was a famous
Rock n' Roll one, "Rock around the clock", and four couples executed some
excellent acrobatic movements, as was expected given the style and nature of
this American dance. Next in the programme was the Greek dance "Hassapikos",
or "Syrtaki" as many tourists know it. The song we chose was "Zorbas", which
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was well known to the 52 participants who presented it. "Zeimbekikos" was
performed by the talented Vassiliki, who gave an idea of what "kefi" (Greek for
joy) means. For the end of the performance I chose a "Hassaposerviko" and
a "Mambo No.5" that involved everybody, so that we could celebrate our last
evening in Ancient Olympia.
The positive energy and great ideas shared during the dance session had
good results on stage. Although I brought different costumes and props with me
from Athens, the participants helped me match the colours by lending each other
a shirt or a skirt when necessary for a choreography, because, for each particular
presentation, different costumes were used, depending on the style of the dance.
This year's Dance Workshop received a positive response from all those who
performed and shared the joy of the dance experience. That contributed to the
success of the 39th Session for young participants. Hopefully, this is only the
beginning of future creative and inspirational experiences gained through the
Dance Workshop.
In conclusion, I must personally thank some people who helped me and
made my stay and work a pleasant experience once again during this Session.
Many thanks, for confidence in my work, to the President of the I.O.A., Mr
Filaretos, the Vice-Président, Mr Moissidis, and the Dean, Mr Georgiadis. Many
thanks to Kevin Whitney and his excellent assistant Giota, because they both
were an inspiration in this year's fine art workshop. Also, many thanks to
Penelope Amelidis, George Vassilaras and Yesim Albayrak for their excellent
cooperation in organizing the social evenings in the best possible way, regarding
time and material. Of course, I could not forget Mrs Laurel Brassey, who tried
so hard not to interfere with the meeting of the "Dead Poets' Society" and the
torch relay. Also, many thanks to Mr Fragoulis and Mr Kritsinelis and everyone in
the Academy because with their valuable help, I was able to work under
excellent conditions. And, finally, a big smile and many thanks to all the
coordinators and participants who helped to present the art of dance in the most
wonderful way.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Zoran Popovski (MKD)

My name is Zoran Popovski from Fyrom. Having spoken with many
participants from all over the world, I discovered that they have a problem
understanding where my country is. To all those who still don't know, it is
situated to the north of Greece, between Albania and Bulgaria.
I was born in Sarajevo. The city which hosted the Olympic Winter Games in
1984. Maybe I am the lucky one! You can say that! And you are right. To live in
an Olympic city for a 17-years-old youngster really means something. To take
part in the Olympic Games, to be part of the Olympic dream with its thousands
of competitors and participants, is an unforgettable experience. Even if you are
just one of many people who were preparing for downhill and alpine skiing,
you are able to feel the Olympic spirit, excitement and nervousness in the air
before every race. That was when I realised what it means to play for victory,
compete in competition to be the best on the world and I saw the Olympic
champions live. Something changed in me. I was at that time a junior basketball
player. I felt that we were all the same, all human beings with well trained
bodies and strong will. I was close enough to see their disappointment after
failure to achieve their aims and happiness on their faces when they succeeded.
That is for me indescribable.
At those Olympic Games I saw things and famous people from all over the
world I could not have ever dreamed I would. That was the benefit and reward
from my work. We were all volunteers and proud that we could help our city,
our country. Since then I have developed a simple motto. Always try to manage
the game, fairly, according to the rules. It is simple, but it helps me. Maybe, it
can help you? Who knows?
That was what my story was all about.
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THE OLYMPIC MUSEUM

by Christophe Chenaux (IOC)

As you may know, the Olympic Museum is in Lausanne in Switzerland and,
as Mr Dury said yesterday, its doors opened on 23rd June 1993, the day of the
anniversary of the creation of the Olympic Museum.
The Olympic Museum is the world's largest centre for graphics, visual and
sound-based information on the Olympic Movement and the Olympic Games.
It mission is as follows:
• To gather, organise and examine historical accounts of the Olympic
Movement.
• To keep and preserve these in the best possible condition and to make
them accessible to the public.
• and to exhibit items in its collections, interpreting their cultural
significance and their historical value in the Olympic context.
The Olympic Studies Centre of the Olympic Museum was set up in order to
coordinate research, publications and educational material concerning
Olympism.
It consists of the following four departments:
1. The historical archives which provides researchers access to 450 linear
meters of written documents concerning the Olympic Movement, such as the
Pierre de Coubertin bequest, the correspondence of presidents and members, the
minutes of sessions, executive board and other working group meetings, the
organisation of the Games of the Olympiad and the Olympic Winter Games,
correspondence with the International Olympic Federations and the National
Olympic Committees, general IOC correspondence and press reviews.
2. The Image and Sound department which groups together the audio
visual and photographic library sections. The audio-visual archives consist
of more than 15,000 hours of films and the photographic library contains
270000 photos, from the 1896 Olympic Games in Athens to the 1998 Games
in Nagano.

182

3. The documentation service which provides the link between the
historical archives and the library. It offers a wealth of information on the history
of the Olympic Movement.
4. The library which houses more than 16,000 volumes as well as a
selection of 200 periodicals, many of which are unique. It specialises in all sport
disciplines and the social phenomena linked to the Olympic Games.
The IOC website also presents a variety of the Museum services and activities,
such as temporary and permanent exhibits, lists of available publications,
Olympic news, and various types of practical information concerning access to
the Museum.
We have here a small booklet about the Museum including basic information,
so, help yourself when you are leaving the auditorium and, of course, Claire and
I, are at your disposal till the end of the session to answer any questions you
might have.
Now, I'm sure that images would talk much better than me, so I invite you to
watch the new promotional video of the museum: it lasts around eight minutes
and this is the English version.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

Barbara K. De Jesús Orpi (PUR)

I feel very strange but very pleased and special to be here, and I could never
have imagined it. Since a very young age, I had a wish. I used to say to my
family and myself that one day I was going to Greece.
Part of my upbringing as a professional was dedicated to studying the
Olympic Movement and to do volunteer work for a big and wonderful dream, to
host an Olympic Games in my country, Puerto Rico, in the year 2004. That
dream is still very much alive in me and I know that in many of us right now,
the idea of merely attending an Olympic Games would really be a dream come
true. Just to be here and to know that there are times when the world comes
together and forgets the things that separate and divide it, as is happening this
moment in some countries, makes me have faith and hope that it can be done. If
every four years there is a truce, why not try to make it happen every year till
the end of time?
The philosophy of the Olympic Movement helped me become
the professional that I am today. The discipline and strength of character are
other aspects of my life that have benefited from my involvement in the
Olympic Movement. And I still remember my first Olympic experience as if
it was yesterday, ten years ago, for the 95th International Olympic Committee
Session, the volunteer group had to go through a series of training sessions
only to host the visitors. From that time I still maintain very good friends. And
according to former IOC President Sigfrid Edström, once said that one of
the main purposes of the Olympic Movement is, "to improve the human
race, not only physically but to give it a greater nobility of spirit, and to
strengthen understanding and friendship amongst peoples". (Olympic
Movement 1984.) So for me there is a very clear example here, one I have
personally experienced.
From that day on we worked very hard to be entitled to bid, and then the
moment arrived of the announcement of the cities which would be bidding for
the 2004 Games. San Juan didn't make it among the finalists. I felt that the
lessons learned regarding the bidding process had to be taken to another level in
my life.
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Last year I had the best Olympic opportunity of my life, to work for the
Puerto Rico Olympic Committee. That same year I was part of the Puerto Rico
delegation to the Central American Games in Maracaibo, Venezuela. I felt the
enthusiasm of these games; a big dream for any real sports person from the
heart. On that occasion, like many others experienced, I had the opportunity to
live once more the ideal of Olympism based on the happiness of effort and
mutual respect.
As for today, I feel that is the best thing that can happen to all the world,
mutual respect, the sharing of cultures and dreams, without even thinking about
the problems that affect it. Love, respect and positive thinking - it can be done.

Works Cited
1. "The Olympic Movement". P. - 8. Lausanne, Switzerland: International
Olympic Committee, 1984.

185

MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Lachlan Begg (AUS)

Halfway around the world, glued to our family television set in southern New
South Wales, Australia, I watched Daley Thompson at the 1980 Moscow Olympic
Games. He ran, jumped and threw faster, higher and stronger than all other
Olympic competitors. He was Olympic Champion, the greatest all-round athletes
alive. And I sat in awe, totally inspired.
I had set up my own obstacle course throughout the house in an attempt to
emulate the world's best. A television advertisement and off I'd go. Quick to my
feet, bounding over the sofa, slicing through the doorway, streaming round the
comer straight down the hallway, rocketing to the finishing lamp. Unbeaten after
32 commercial breaks.
1980 is the first Olympic Games I vaguely remember. However I still smile
today as I did then when I see a picture of the official mascot, Mischa, the most
roundly friendly bear ever.
My enthusiasm for sport has continued to grow throughout my life. As a
youngster growing up on a farm, I would use two huge gum trees as the goals
for my Australian rules football matches. Every branch from every tree would be
my opponents. Racing around the yard until well after dark I would repeat set
play after set play. A long punt kick. Sprinting ahead to gather the bouncing odd
shaped ball I would dodge and weave past the greatest footballers ever to play
the game. Then throw the ball on my foot, kicking it over my head for the goal
of the century. Roar! The crowd would go wild.
However, my passion to compete and emulate my heroes did not stop there.
My Dad shortened the handle of my wooden tennis racquet so I could manage
to hold it upright. We were fortunate to have a gravel court on our property and
I was often required to make up the four with my older sister and brothers.
Stationed at the net, I would often take my chances and cut off a passing shot
with a backhand volley winner. Then I realized I was not just making up the
numbers. It was a time of self preservation as my brothers bombarded me with
missile forehands and explosive smashes fired in my direction.
Whether it is football or tennis, backyard cricket or high jumping over
mattresses propped against my bed, my aim has remained "to improve on my
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previous best and have a lot of fun doing it". I have never reached any great
heights in my sporting career, yet, but I am supremely satisfied that I've given
most sports "a go". Win, lose or draw, more often than not I return the following
season for another chance to carry out the rituals and meet up with arch rivals.
Another year older, another yard slower, smarter I am not so sure about.
Competition has allowed me to make many great friends - both with my
teammates and the opposition. All with the endeavor to persist, practice and play
like people possessed. A common spirit that binds us together.
On completing my secondary education I tackled a University degree in
Sports Administration. A natural progression really: working in sport, alongside
sports-minded people for the benefit of sportsmen and sportswomen. If I were
on a TV dating show, it would be a "perfect match". My travels led me north to
Queensland, the Sunshine State. After eighteen months working on the 1994
World Masters Games in Brisbane - a participation-based Olympic-style sporting
event for old people, well over 25 at least - I found myself united with the
Olympic Movement.
Since January 1995, I have worked at the Queensland Olympic Council
(QOC), the state arm of the Australian Olympic Committee, raising funds for
Australia's Olympic Team to attend the upcoming Olympic Games - Atlanta,
Nagano and now Sydney. This is itself has provided me with awesome
opportunities. Dealing with our Aussie Olympians on a daily basis, Olympic
sponsors, Olympic educators and Olympic enthusiasts from the general public.
I now know, they are all diseased. And I have been infected. Infected with the
Olympic spirit.
My first official Olympic assignment was to organize teams of twenty people
to run a relay non-stop for 24 hours. Each runner, jogger, walker, skipper or
crawler completed a three kilometre circuit and around the combined football
and track and field stadium. We created our own Olympic Village. Not like
today's with video arcade and McDonalds Restaurants. However the atmosphere,
I assume, was much the same - inspiring, competitive and uplifting. Tents and
makeshift shelters were erected on the outside of the tartan track complete with
BBQ's, volleyball nets and deck chairs.
One team's numbers dwindled to just four. But their spirit had not. Not their
determination to finish and honour their commitment to help send Australia's
Olympic Team to Atlanta. I volunteered to join the merry yet exhausted crew. It
was 4 a.m. Pouring with rain. And I was jogging. The street lights and witches
hats guiding my path around the outside of the 50,000-seat stadium. I remember
thinking to myself; "This is insane. Wake up to yourself. Normal people don't do
this".
Through the misty darkness emerged another participant running in the
opposite direction back into the stadium. Raising his hand as he passed, he
slapped mine for a saturating "high five". Then yelling "Yahoos!" at the top of his
voice. He was crazy too. This "24 hour Relay" started me on a terrific journey,
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exploring the state in which I live and myself - pushing me to the limits and
motivating me to do so. For me, it is this spirit that has come to epitomize the
Olympics.
Part of my Olympic experience is delivering this spirit, through the QOC, via
our varied efforts. In particular, fundraising dinners, education programmes, a
three week Olympic Train Journey covering 7,000 kilometres and most recently a
chartered plane tour visiting towns in the most remote areas of outback
Queensland.
To understand Australia, is to realize the vast distances involved. Queensland
alone is almost twice the size of France with small townships dotted in all
comers of the State. Growing up on a farm myself, I have an empathy for people
living in remote communities. For me, a visit to the local movie theatre on a
Saturday afternoon was an annual treat. The opportunity for isolated people to
meet an Olympian, their heroes and heroines, the walking, talking history of the
Olympics, is the chance of a lifetime. My feelings were reflected in their eyes.
The excitement and wonderment that this is a reality.
I will long remember the Atlanta Olympics, my first as an administrator,
especially the last day of the swimming program. True to the traditional
Australian colours of the Wattle tree, we organized the "Green & Gold
Luncheon" at Ballymore Rugby Stadium. The same day as the Bledisloe Cup was
to be played across town at Lang Park. I intended to arrive early to watch the
Final of the Women's 200m butterfly. Susie O'Neill was swimming. Traffic was
chaotic. I took the wrong turn. I lost the dog. I tripped on the mat. I was late.
The race had already started as I pulled into Ballymore car park. But I was
not going anywhere. The radio was on. The commentator relaying the pace of
the race, stroke by stroke. I sat, quietly urging Susie to "go for it". Fifty metres to
go and I was on edge. Fists clenched. Tingles up my legs to the top of my head.
Jaw locked. Breathing louder, quicker. Ten metres to go. Susie hit the front. Five,
four, three, two, one. Gold! Gold to Susie O'Neil, Gold! Horn blaring. Screams of
elation for Susie and for Australia. My eyes watering proud in pure happiness.
Susie had done it. An Olympic Champion forever. All those laps, the kilometres,
the dedication. "Black Line Fever" just turned to Gold. Watching the latest
Sydney 2000 Update video last year all of a sudden it hit me. Australia, my home
country, was hosting the next Olympic Games. Goosebumps all over, I smile. I
was excited. I am very proud.
As a person, I have grown personally and professionally through my Olympic
experiences. I cherish the day I took an interest in sport, an interest in the
Olympic Games. I am extremely fortunate and privileged. I have met many
amazing people. I am motivated to achieve more. Olympians are ordinary
human beings, however they possess some very special qualities that distinguish
them from the crowd.
From Moscow to the "24 Hours Relay" to Outback Queensland. And now
Olympia and soon on to Sydney. My Olympic Experience continues.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Michael TSE (HKG)

Taking part in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta was an unforgettable
experience for me, although not my first introduction to the spirit of the
Olympics.
Prior to 1972, the year of the Munich Olympic Games, I do not recall the
word Olympics being a very common word in my yet limited vocabulary.
Despite being only eight years old, I can vividly remember my parents sitting
earnestly around the television watching the Munich Games, hearing some
words for the first time like Olympic athletes, hostages, terrorists, and Israel. As a
boy growing up in New York City, which I believe claims the second largest
population of Jewish people outside of Israel, I did learn something about the
plight of the Jews in the Second World War. "Mommy, what is the meaning of
those funny numbers on Mrs Hollycheks arm?", I remember asking about the
butcher's wife at the corner butcher shop. My mother, having been born in
Germany during the Second World War and probably sharing some of the
common guilt of a nation, did with some expressed pain find a way to explain
the meaning of those numbers to me. I suppose I was too young to understand
and make sense of the politics behind the hostage crisis, but I did understand
that what was happening there was not what the Olympics were supposed to be
about. To me the Olympics had something to do with strong men lifting
gargantuan weights, and muscular men running like gazelles and jumping like
the kangaroos I used to see on those nature programmes on television. Even as
an eight-year-old who wasn't very familiar with sport, I found it very exciting to
watch the athletes competing. At the time I was totally unaware that athletes had
to work so hard to get to the Olympic Games to represent their countries. I
thought it was all a big sports show.
It wasn't until 12 years later in 1984, that I really began to grasp what the
sprit of the Olympics was all about. Twelve years had passed since my first
introduction to the Olympics back in 1972. In the years between, I recall the
many summers and winters that I watched the Olympics on TV. In those brief
Olympic moments, we all shared in what I remember the TV announcer calling
"the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat." At the age of 12 I began
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participating in sports myself, becoming quite adept at playing American
football, lacrosse, among other sports. My own experiences led me to
understand that sport wasn't just a game, but really demanded a lot of time and
effort. As I became more knowledgeable about sports, I also began to realize
that it takes exceptional talent and skill, as well as gut-wrenching hard work to
be an Olympian. I can still recall with distinct clarity, one day around the time of
the 1984 Los Angeles Games, picking up a Sports Illustrated magazine (a US
sports magazine) and reading stories and articles about young athletes and their
amazing feats of sporting ability.
I remember a feeling of envy and emptiness coming over me at that moment
while reading that magazine about athletes, who were many years younger than
myself. Why had I never had the opportunity to get involved in a sport and train
so seriously that it became an all-encompassing meaning in my life? I kept saying
to myself, as I was sitting there, that I wish I could have found a sport that was
right for me that I really excelled in. I know that in my heart I would have had
the drive and determination to be an Olympian, but I didn't possess either the
talent or skill to compete on such a level in any sport. Who was I fooling
anyway toying with such thoughts? I was 20 years old already. An old man by
some sporting standards, when compared to those young athletes who had
already been training by the age of 10. I felt a little sorry for myself, but quickly
gave up any thoughts of regret. I still had the rest of my life ahead of me, so
I had to keep a positive attitude. I suppose it is my ability to keep positive,
which has always turned out to be an asset in every area of my life.
After graduating from college in America with a degree in exercise
physiology, I set out on the road. My travels brought me to far off countries like
Germany, Japan, and finally Hong Kong, where I settled down to become the
Head of Strength Coaching at Hong Kong's National Training Center. This was
the first time in my life that I actually had the opportunity to work with athletes
who participated in major sporting events such as the Olympic Games, various
world championships, and Asian Games. A few months after commencing work
at the Training Center, a delegation of athletes from Hong Kong was sent to
compete in the Barcelona Games. I felt as if I was finally coming to the
realization that it was my destiny to experience the Olympics as a coach,
through the eyes and experiences of others. I couldn't complain. It was exciting
working with these athletes who had so many dreams. Of course it wasn't like
being at the Olympics as an athlete myself. But it was better than nothing. At
least working with athletes that competed in the Olympics would give me firsthand insight into what the Olympics were like.
My destiny changed however, when a visiting athlete from the UK, Peter
Haining, came to train in Hong Kong following the 1992 Games. From the
moment I met this successful rower who possessed an incredibly positive
attitude, I knew right away that this was a guy who understood about the spirit
of being an Olympian. He was a lover of life and played his sport with so much
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enthusiasm, determination and respect. He yearned each day for training with
me under my special strength programme, and in that same year, and the next
two seasons to follow, Peter became a three-time World Champion in the
lightweight single scull. This was an incredible feat, which few have been able to
accomplish. During those three years I helped him with his strength training and
in return he introduced me to the sport of rowing. My own suitability for rowing
was first recognized when I was challenged by Peter to a race on the rowing
machine. By the end of that 30 minute competition, the Hong Kong national
rowing coaches were standing around in awe, quickly inviting me to try out for
the Hong Kong team. I started my rowing career at the unprecedented age of 28.
I knew that with such a late start it would be nearly impossible to make it to the
top in this sport. However, once I started rowing I knew that I was going to do
whatever I could to earn a place on the Hong Kong team and represent Hong
Kong at the Olympic Games in 1996. I had a few things working in my favor.
Firstly, I was strong and rowing is a sport that requires a great amount of fitness
and strength. Developing technical skills in rowing does not require the same
number of years as a sport like tennis or badminton might. Furthermore,
reaching the standard in Asia necessary to qualify for the Olympic Games would
not be as difficult as it would be in a larger country like the USA. This was all
easier said than done however, and I was realistic that qualifying for and
competing at the Olympics at my age was still a long shot. But what is life
without a real challenge, so I had to try and I had four years to train before the
next Olympic Games. Once I started rowing in my single scull, I never looked
backed. On top of my full time job, I trained two to three times a day, five to six
hours a day, almost every day. Within 6 months I made the Hong Kong National
Team. After a year and a half I made the final of the Asian Games. Within three
years, I placed second in the 1995 Asian Championships, and repeated that feat
in 1997 in Taiwan. In late May of 1996, racing the best and toughest race of my
life, I qualified for the Olympic Games in Atlanta. A dream had come true. The
gruelling path to qualify for the Olympics was in itself an Olympic challenge for
me. The emotional ups and downs I had been through, the elation of victory
and the tears through the tough times, I had gone through them all. Earning a
place on the Olympic team at the Asian Qualification Regatta was beyond my
wildest dreams. It was an unbelievable experience achieving the target that I set
out to achieve only four years earlier. One month after the qualifying race in
Japan, I was on a plane from Hong Kong to Atlanta. Going from my final
training preparations in Hong Kong to standing in the Olympic Stadium a few
days later at the opening ceremony in Atlanta with athletes from all over the
world was an event in my life that unfortunately only a small group of people
can experience. Lining up at the start of a race with the best rowers in the world,
at the biggest multi-sports event in the world, was something that I must say was
indescribable. It was an experience in my life that will never come again, but
also one that will live within me forever.
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Sometimes I think about those earlier years, when as an eight year old boy
who had for the first time heard the world Olympics. Olympics and Olympic
spirit had no meaning and no place in my life then. I also look back in
amazement at the time when I could only have wished to be part of the
Olympics. Whether it was a result of effort or fate, or both, it doesn't matter. To
have had that chance to represent Hong Kong, the birthplace of my father, and
then to return to my homeland to compete in the 1996 Olympic Games was
really a proud and breathtaking experience for me, my family and friends. I will
always be thankful for this unforgettable experience.
Under normal circumstances my paper would have ended here. However,
these past 10 days participating in this IOA Session in Olympia have truly had an
impact on my way of viewing the Olympic spirit. If I had had the chance to
learn more about Olympism, a concept which prior to my participation here in
Olympia had no deep meaning to me, I might have approached this presentation
from a different angle.
To be a true Olympian does not merely have to do with gold medals, but is
more about people living their lives in the Olympic spirit, which I can now
define as "Olympism".
In these ten days of hard work and dedication to learning about the ideals of
Olympism, all of you, through your participation and eagerness to branch out in
your own countries and promote the spirit of Olympism, are in fact the true
Olympians at heart.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Raul Eduardo Anguiano Araujo (GUA)

My name is Raul Anguiano and I am from Guatemala, the land of eternal
spring.
I am honoured and happy to share my experiences with you. I was born on
16th May, 1975. It was a difficult birth for my mum and also for me. But it
appeared that there wasn't any problem. At age one I tried to walk like any
normal child. I took one step with my left foot everything was alright, but when
I took one step with my right foot I fell down. So my parents started to notice
my difficulty in walking and took me to different doctors. They diagnosed that I
had a deficiency called partial hemiplegy of the right side of my body: this
means that I had less strength and coordination with my right side than the
average person. I grew up as a normal child and only had to undergo an
operation of my Achilles tendon when I was three years old so I could walk
better. After that my childhood was normal I could play soccer and many other
sports with my family and friends. My parents were very supportive, thinking of
the development of my body and trying to help me live a normal life. In 1987
they discovered the sport of badminton. They thought it might fit my condition
and abilities. So my brother and I started to play badminton. I remember the first
time I played I couldn't even serve. But in life we are faced with many
challenges. I began training and I started to play local tournaments, regional
tournaments and the national championships. Getting involved in the world of
sports, has given me so much and will always be a big part of my life. During
the next 14 years I played and trained badminton as hard as I could. Sometimes
once or twice, or maybe even three times a day. And the good thing was that I
was always treated as an equal. I have never been national champion of my
country. However I have placed 2nd and 3rd, and have always given my best and for me that is what it is all about. Through sports I have made many friends
from many nations. I never imagined that I could achieve so many things, such
as being ranked 155th in the world badminton rankings in 1996. I was honoured
to play for my national team at international level, in the Pan-American Games,
the Central American and Caribbean Games. I love practising sports, I believe in
them. And at this academy I have learned one thing. That all this effort and
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feelings that I have inside my heart, the joy of winning and the sadness of losing,
the thrill that you feel at the start of every match, the effort of training, the
discipline, the joy of sharing and playing with others, this way of life that I have
been living, is called Olympism. I will never go to the Olympic Games as an
athlete, but I will never forget what sport has done for me as an individual. I will
never forget this session, the bus trips, the beach, the participants, the
coordinators, Olympia and many other things of this wonderful place. I really do
believe that a life with Olympic values can make a difference. I might not be
perfect but I will always have the spirit of Olympism and you in my heart.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Trent Dabwido (NRU)

Coming from a small country, the Olympics were totally unknown to me. I
had never heard nor seen the Games prior to my arrival in Australia in 1984. But
I can still remember the day that our English teacher stopped our class
discussion one day and ushered everyone into the TV room of our boarding
house. Everyone seemed to know what was going on. There was excitement as
they talked amongst themselves "He's favourite for the gold!", It will be our first
ever!" and so on. For a little boy from the Pacific, all this was foreign to me and I
was completely confused. Then it became clear to me once the TV was switched
on. The person in question was Australia's super heavyweight weightlifter Dean
Lukin, who was fighting for the gold medal against the USA's Mario Martinez.
In what was a very close battle, Dean lifted 240 kg in his final clean & jerk (a
lift he had never attempted in his life) to win the gold medal. Seeing the
euphoria and elation of my classmates, not to mention our teacher, who was
already jumping around like a crazy clown, I suddenly realized the importance
of this thing called the "Olympic Games".
I slowly began to take some interest in some of the big superstars of the
Games - Daley Thompson of Great-Britain, the USA's Carl Lewis and so on. I
became very sports oriented as well, taking part in many sports: Aussie rules
football, rowing, rugby, swimming, athletics, cycling, martial arts and many
more. I was a regular all-rounder who enjoyed sports and found pleasure in
competing. During my University days I was able to combine my studies with a
big sporting programme as well. This trend continued when I started to work for
the Education department back home in Nauru.
But the biggest change in my life came when I commenced working for our
National Olympic Committee which was only established in 1994. By this stage
I had already included the sport of weightlifting amongst the many other sports
I was practising. The new director of our Olympic Committee I found out was
the same man who coached and was with Dean Lukin in his gold-medal-winning
performance in Los Angeles in 1984. He was first and foremost our sports
director but he was extremely passionate about the sport of weightlifting. His
advice was simple "If you want succeed in sport, select a sport and give it
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everything you have. Playing many sports makes you a champion of nothing".
Given also the type of work we do in our office, I suddenly found that
everything that I used to do prior to 1996 stopped. Football stopped, rugby
stopped, cycling stopped, tennis stopped, everything stopped! including all my
social activities.
My new routine sees me working from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weightlifting
training from 5-8 p.m. and then back to work after dinner at 10:00 p.m. to 2 a:m.
the next morning. Plenty of sacrifices were made but as our coach always
reminds us "Winning and being a champion is not easy, otherwise everybody
will be champions". If you want to succeed then you must train harder than
everyone else.
For me I have not regretted changing my life direction. As a weightlifter,
I have won some competitions and placed in many more. I have yet to make it
to the ultimate event - the Olympic Games! My biggest chance is in November
this year, when I will return to Athens with my team mates to compete in the
1999 World Weightlifting Championships. Our country must qualify in the top 28
countries out of 157. If we do qualify, then the second test for us is to compete
against one another to try and win selection into the national team which will be
going to Sydney. Right now my team mates are training 100%.
But while I am to make it to the Olympic Games, my own work in the
National Committee involves the development of sports in my country to give
our young men and women the opportunity to reach the Olympic Games too.
Our NOC conducts various sports programmes at both developmental and elite
levels and our funding has mainly been through the generosity of our
Government. But we have made a commitment to stand on our own feet and
not to burden our government with continual financial requests.
To this end we started some commercial ventures in order to generate
revenue for our programmes. We operate a sports merchandise store selling
sporting goods and also run the national lottery. But coming from a country with
a population of just 10,000, income expectations are not too high. Therefore, we
established last year an International Television station called Sports Pacific
Network (SPN) and through this we hope to generate enough revenue through
commercials from international corporations. We are the only NOC in the world
to own an international TV station and during his visit to Nauru last year in May,
IOC President Samaranch expressed his amazement at this bold venture and
gave us his support. Our current television footprint covers the entire Pacific rim
and right now we are currently negotiating with a major US TV network to
collaborate with them and in doing so, be able to send our signal world-wide, or
to use a word we have become accustomed to here, to go Global.
Our network has already televised live two major sporting events in the
Pacific to the rest of the world: the 1998 Micronesian Games held in Palau last
August and just recently, the 1999 South Pacific Games (our Olympics) held in
Guam last month. In doing this we not only generate revenue for our sporting
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programmes but at the same time we are promoting Pacific athletes and Pacific
culture to the rest of the world.
Although revenue is minimal at this stage, we have been able to generate
some funding which has been used in some of our sporting programmes.
Naturally the aim is to cover all sports in order to give them the opportunity to
reach the Olympic Games.
As for me personally, my destiny lies in Athens this November. My country
must qualify. Only then will I have a chance of going to Sydney. I must point
out that we have already done this in the past, qualifying for the 1996 Atlanta
Games in China in 1995. I missed the opportunity then as I was still a newcomer
to the sport, but now four years later I hope to fulfil this ambition.
I have now seen four Olympic Games in my lifetime and now I am
desperately trying to participate in the fifth one. If I succeed then I have reached
my goal. Should I fail, then I know that at the very least, I have tried my best.
However I will not despair as I will have the opportunity to help our own young
men and women try to reach the same goals. We may be a small nation in
geographic and demographic terms, but we are a very stubborn and ambitious
lot and very optimistic that one day our national colours of blue, gold and white
will be hoisted at the medal ceremony of future Olympic Games.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

by Karin Buchholz (USA)

I wasn't sure if I was going to share my Olympic experience with
the group since I have not participated as an athlete in the Games. But what
I did want to share with you was how the Olympic Games has influenced
my life and how being in Atlanta was one of the best experiences I ever
had.
From as far back as I can remember, I wanted to be an Olympic athlete.
Participating in sports has had the most significant impact on my life. It opened
up so many doors for me that normally would have been shut. It paid for my
education by getting a scholarship to university, I got to travel all over the world
playing tennis and it taught me discipline, hard work, perseverance and many
great lessons that have contributed to make me the person I am today. I am very
grateful for that. I am also grateful to the Olympic Movement because it has
affected me in so many positive ways.
I remember when I was ten years old, I never thought that watching the
Olympic Games at that time would change my life forever, but it did. There was
something magically about the Games and I felt feelings that I had never
experienced before in my life. I wanted more, I wanted to be just like all the
great athletes I saw on TV. What was it that they had that I didn't have yet? How
could I be like them? How could I model my life on them? That was the
beginning of my lifelong search for excellence and I thank Olympic athletes for
that.
One of the things I clearly remember as a child was often using my Olympic
heroes in decisions I had to make in life. For example, In a difficult situation or
when I had a moral dilemma, I would often ask myself, what would Dorothy
Hamill or Jesse Owens do in this situation? And somehow that would guide me
to do the right thing. I also remember practising everyday and when I was tired
or didn't want to go to practise or wanted to quit when things got tough, I
would think about how hard Olympic athletes worked and what obstacles they
had to overcome to succeed and if I wanted to be the best, then I had to push
myself beyond my comfort zone because that is what Olympians did. This
attitude has stayed with me my entire life.
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Someone back then once told me that the difference between an Olympic
champion and an ordinary person is that an Olympic champion is willing to do
what ordinary people are not willing to do. It seems so simple but it made sense
to me. Ordinary people don't get up at 4:30 in the morning to practice but
champions do and they are willing to make those sacrifices. Champions don't
smoke nor do drugs and ordinary people do. I was going to be an Olympic
champion not an ordinary person. From then on, I studied success and what
Olympic champions did and tried to copy them. Even though I didn't become an
Olympian - I used this attitude off the court as well and would strive to be a
champion or an Olympian in other areas of my life.
The other thing I remember about watching the Olympic Games when I was
ten years old was the opening ceremonies. It amazed me how so many countries
could come together and put aside their differences to compete and at the same
time promote friendship, tolerance and peace just like we are doing here today.
It showed me at a young age that we are more similar than we are different and
that given the opportunity, like at the Olympic Games, we can really show each
other respect, dignity and honour instead of hatred, destruction and anger. All of
this helped me establish and shape values and I learned how to accept others
with their differences and have tolerance of people. To me, the Olympic Games
was the ultimate arena to promote core values and principles that govern our
lives and I wanted to be a part of that movement. I have always been moved,
inspired and motivated to recreate and share the Olympic spirit with everyone I
come in contact with, especially children. This is evidenced by the career I have
chosen for my life. Giving back to children and providing them with
opportunities I had and didn't have as a child is my life's purpose an I am
blessed and appreciative that I am able to fulfil my life's purpose at the US
Olympic Committee. USOC has helped me fulfil my life's purpose and express
my passion for children and sports by allowing me to create sports programmes
for them across the country as Director of Athlete Development.
Being the Director of Athletes Development for USOC also helped me fulfil
another dream of mine. I wanted to go to the Olympic Games and even if I
couldn't be there as an athlete, I wanted to experience the Games and make a
contribution in any way I could.
I never thought it would have been so significant for me to be there in 1996.
Everyone in the States called 1996 the year of the woman because of the enormous
success our women athletes had in Atlanta. There wasn't an empty seat at any of
the soccer, basketball or softball games and it was impossible to get tickets.
Everyone wanted to be there to see history in the making. Women's sports had
finally arrived, after so many years of being repressed; we were finally being taken
seriously as athletes. This meant so much to me. I spent over 15 years of my life
training to be a professional tennis player and had to struggle to have the same
opportunities that men have enjoyed throughout history. It was great to see women
come so far and see the fruits of their labour at the Olympic Games in Atlanta.
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I think the women in Atlanta showed the world that women could be great
athletes and that there is entertainment value and financial benefits that can be
derived from promoting women's sports. This was evidenced not only by the
number of spectators that attended the games and matches but also in the
subsequent success of women's professional basketball in the United States and
this year the popularity and success of the Women's World Cup as a major
sporting event. All of this would not have been possible if the women had not
done so well in Atlanta and I was there to see it happen.
The significance of the Atlanta Games was not limited to the success women
athletes had on the field but they also contributed a lot more to society than
anyone had expected. In my opinion, one of the reasons women were so
popular in Atlanta, Nagano and also this year in the World Cup way because
women seem to have brought the Olympic spirit back into the game. I think the
public really appreciated their display of sportsmanship, camaraderie, fair play,
respect, dignity and love for sport in contrast to what is seen in men's
professional sports today in the United States.
I think many American spectators were tired of the attitudes of many of our
male professional athletes. Almost everyday you would read about all the
millions of dollars male athletes were making and how they were not positive
role models for children. We would constantly here about athletes getting
arrested for doing drugs or drunk driving and even more serious crimes. We
would hear about players spitting at referees for bad calls during games, and the
unsportsmanslike behavior that they exhibited on and off the field. In my
opinion, in 1996, and still today, women athletes have brought Olympism back
to sport on a large scale. It was refreshing to see them play for the love of sport
and give back. They truly demonstrated Olympism through their actions on a
daily basis. They would sign autographs after games and practice; they would
make appearances without enormous fees because it was the right thing to do
and they would take part in workshops for children to get more girls involved in
sport.
Being in Atlanta at this time was an experience I will never forget. Even
though I never made it to the Games as an athlete, I really appreciated taking
part in history.
In closing, I may not have reached my ultimate goal of becoming an Olympic
athlete but I realized that the journey I took and the experiences I had in my
quest to become the best athlete I could possibly be actually contributed more to
me as a person than anything else I could have done with my life, and for that I
am truly grateful.
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE
DISCUSSION GROUPS
1ST CYCLE

1. What is your definition of Olympism?
• A humanistic philosophy, a world-wide concept, which employs sport
and other physical activities as the main vehicle to reach universal, moral and
ethical principles such as equality, fair play, peace, co-operation, goodwill,
respect, friendship, and many other values.
• A way of Ufe, a continuous educational experience and practice for all,
which teaches us the importance of self-improvement and achievement of goals,
and which inspires individuals to realise their full potential. It promotes the
voluntary pursuit of personal excellence hence elevating society as a whole.
• A state of mind that encourages interaction between people to unify the
world and to develop fraternity, to respect cultures and identities, to live in a
peaceful environment without prejudice. It is a useful tool to promote peace,
especially where there have been conflicts in the past.
Sport is the vehicle to express Olympism because it teaches us how to
incorporate those important values into our lives. It is the best way to develop a
balance of body, mind, and spirit.
Olympism, considered a heritage of antiquity, is the light at the end of the
tunnel, which gives us purpose to life. It is an intangible and an indescribable
sensation, a pulse that evokes hope, personal harmony, solidarity, curiosity,
altruism, friendship, and peace.
Olympism can be lived both inside and outside the world of sport.
It supports the structures within the Olympic Movement.
Some felt competition was necessary for Olympism, others did not.
Some felt that the importance and understanding of Olympism was positive
in theory, but does not necessary apply in practice.

2. Is the Olympic Idea a vehicle of civilisation? Discuss in what way it
could promote cultural activities.
Yes, it is a vehicle of civilisation.
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• The Olympic Idea brings about peace, freedom of thought, and interaction
of cultural values. The Olympic Idea provides a forum for order, discipline, and
balance to resolve differences in a civilised manner.
• The Olympic Idea promotes tolerance, respect for cultural values and
brings about a global awareness of different cultures by providing the
opportunity for the exchange of ideas, customs, ideologies, and traditions unique
to different nations.
• The Olympic Idea through the Olympic Games, is a perfect example
where different cultures meet on one single occasion to compete against one
another, with the hope that these cultures will interact and communicate.
• The Olympic Idea breaks down barriers and exposes other cultures to the
rest of the world, either through participation at the Games or through
technology, such as television and the written media.
How can it promote cultural activities?
• The Olympic Games, as an event is an ideal vehicle to promote cultural
activities and encourage cultural interaction.
• The Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the Games provide the ideal
opportunity for the host nation to showcase its culture.
• The Closing Ceremony also provides the perfect platform for the youth
of the world to interact in a joyful environment.
• The Olympic Idea through the National Olympic Academies, the
International Olympic Academy, international sporting events, international
cultural and artistic events, promotes cultural activities and Olympism in
particular.
Some participants felt that the Olympic Idea was not a vehicle of civilisation
and did not promote cultural activities, because in order to participate, some
athletes had to put aside their own beliefs and this could be detrimental to them.

3. What is relative and what is absolute in Olympism?
The concept of Olympism may be considered as absolute; that is, it has a
"thin", universal meaning. The application of the CONCEPT of Olympism within
different cultures is, however, relative, in that subjective and "thick" meanings
ensure many different CONCEPTIONS of the concept are employed. In other
words, Olympic principles and values may be considered universal but our
different interpretations of these principles can be considered relative, particular,
contextual, or subjective. For example, the concept of respect is absolute in
Olympism because everyone values this, but how each person respects another
will be relative to their own particular culture.
A number of groups felt that there were certain aspects of Olympism that
could be considered absolute. One group suggested that all people were special
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and unique and, thus, no two people were the same. This is an absolute truth.
Also, the existence of nales, standards and guidelines are absolute even though
they may change over time. Hence, the Olympic programme can be considered
relative in the long term and absolute in the short term. Others considered
Olympic history, principles and symbolism, which constitute the essence of
Olympism to be absolute.
Some participants expressed the view that there were no absolutes in
Olympism. For others, however, absolute referred to the ways and means in
which an individual lived a purposeful life in harmony with society, through
their choice of physical activity, culture and/or artistic expressions.
Some groups suggested that relative referred to the uniqueness of Olympism
within individuals, containing a special focus on the interpretation and
application of this as a life-long experience. It is because we are all individuals
that we have our own personal opinions and, therefore, everything may be
considered relative in some way.

4. Some say that the Games are at risk and that they have to be rescued by
Olympism, others say that the Games are strong and that they should
rescue Olympism. How do you see this?

There is unanimous agreement that the Olympic Games are at risk and
that they have to be rescued by Olympism since the Games are the vehicle
to express the Olympic Idea. Olympism, it was argued, would be pointless
without the Games as they presented the best medium to promote the
values and ideals within Olympism.
The philosophy of Olympism which can change the way people express
themselves in moral terms is less evident in the Games nowadays. The
increasing commercialisation, exploitation of athletes, corruption, doping,
cheating, increasing professionalism, dishonourable practices, the IOC
scandal, and the fact that the idea of winning at all costs has become the
focus, put the Games at risk.
A careful consideration of the philosophy behind Olympism is significant
for the Games and there is a strong need to bring them back to their roots
and review their commitment to spreading the message of Olympism.
Although we need a certain amount of commercialisation this must be in
line with the spirit of Olympism so as to maintain a balance.
To rescue the Olympic Games, Olympism should be promoted through
a) educational programmes at all levels, b) changes in the IOC's structure
and administration, and c) better interaction between the IOC, NOCs
and other committees. The development and management of the Games
should also be revised in the following: bidding and selection process
of host cities, doping procedures and the format and schedule of the
Games.
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Despite the aforementioned threats some argued that the Olympic Games
would survive anyway, and they had to save Olympism as they were the best
way to show the world a real example of the principles and values embodied by
Olympism.

5. Discuss the main aims of Olympic Education.
Olympic Education is a life-long learning process through which the gap
between Olympism and every day life can be bridged.
It involves young people but also athletes, communities, media and parents.
Its primary aim is to promote the harmonious development of human beings
and to encourage participation in sport, which some felt was far more important
than victory at the Olympic Games.
Within its context, Olympic Education introduces people to the historical
background of Olympism. Through its process, we can ensure that the values of
respect for others, tolerance, mutual understanding regardless of race, color, age
or disability, and cultural exchange, are displayed both on and off the sport
fields. Thus, we enrich our attitude to life and adhere to fair play in all our
activities.

6. Discuss the main characteristics of the Ancient Olympic Games.
After bibliographical searches and conversations the groups came up with the
following characteristics:
• Organisation of the Games: The Ancient Olympic Games were held
every 4 years in Olympia from 776BC to 394AD. The sporting programme was
short, consisting of sports such as running, jumping, etc. The athletes were all
male and they performed naked, using olive oil on their bodies. Successful
athletes were much honoured in their hometowns but receiving the victor's
wreath was more important than material rewards. There was no way to
compare the performance of the winning athletes from year to year, as time and
distance records were not kept.
Even in those times, some athletes cheated and they were punished with
some form of monetary penalty and/or public humiliation.
• Religious aspect of the Games: The site of Olympia was sacred. Religion
was seen as an integral and necessary part of the Games. By participating,
Greeks wanted to honour the gods, especially Zeus. The Games took place near
temples and the stadium was at the spatial level of the sanctuaries. In addition,
the Games took place under the supervision of the gods and the Greeks made
offerings to them before and after the competitions.
• Cultural Aspects: Competitions in sculpture, painting, music, poetry and
rhetoric were also included in the Games. These contests were an occasion to
celebrate and demonstrate the joy of living.
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• Educational Aspects: Ancient Greeks were concerned with the education
of the whole individual: mind, body and soul, in order to achieve harmony. Not
only men participated in the Games, but women also had their own games,
which took place at a different period.
• The development of high performance and pugnacity that showed
themselves during the Games were necessary because every Greek man had to
be the guardian of his city and/or country.
• Olympic Truce: During the Games, a truce was declared. That meant that
athletes and spectators could travel to the Games unmolested but this was not a
long lasting peace, it was something temporary. It was a period of tolerance and
of accentuation of the Pan-Hellenic Games (unity of Hellas).
• Participation in the Games: Any free Greek citizen could participate
(except married women, criminals and people guilty of blasphemy).
• Defects of the Games: The idea of specialisation in sports and "to live as
a professional athlete" was already present. Although it is often stated that
participation was valuable, winning was the most important goal, because there
was no room for second place. Few of the Greek population could participate as
the Games were reserved for only specifically selected athletes.
Conclusion: The Ancient Olympic Games evolved over a period of 1100
years, so we cannot talk of them as one point in time. Due to the different
conditions in which the Ancient Greeks were living, we cannot compare the
Modern and Ancient Games, although they both share the concept of Olympism.
7. Is there a need to review the Charter definition of Olympism to reflect
the changed nature of the Games and Society? What can be changed and
what must stay the same?
For the most part the Charter definition of Olympism should stay the same
but the interpretation of the definition may change over time, as society
develops. However, the possibility of a major modification in the future cannot
be ruled out, if for some reason the Olympic Movement undergoes a radical
change. The Charter should be worded very carefully.
It was felt that the Charter definition was good, as it was a guideline that
could be adapted to suit individual beliefs and cultures. It was also felt that
global acceptance of Olympism would be much more difficult if each
principle was strictly defined. It appeared that the Fundamental Principles of
Olympism were consistent and had stood the test of time. However there was
an assumption that the IOC was obliged to try and implement all of the
Fundamental Principles. It was felt that there would be (and had been)
occasions when the IOC had no choice but to defy these principles. It was
also felt that any modification of the Charter would fail to address the
problem of low awareness of the Fundamental Principles among those
involved in sport.
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As an alternative to the above, one group felt that Olympism was not
complete enough to embrace life as a whole and so be called a "philosophy of
life". However it could be used as a valid reference in life. They also felt there
was a problem with the term "universal fundamental ethical principles" as they
felt that there was no such thing as universal fundamental principles due to the
diversity of culture and religion. In order to clarify the IOC position and to
ensure accountability they felt that the definition should be changed to "universal
fundamental principles as defined by the IOC".
Other than the above, most of the changes or revisions suggested were of a
minor nature. These included:
• The term "man" should be changed to "man and woman" or "humankind"
because it fits better with contemporary thinking of women's rights and political
correctness.
• Multiculturalism should be included along with education in this
definition.
• In Fundamental Principle 3 it was felt that the term "within the limits of its
means" was vague and that these limits should be defined or the phrase should
be removed entirely.
• Fundamental Principle 2: Add "Olympism as a promoter of lifestyle."
Following a discussion with Professor Müller, one group agreed that perhaps the
relationship between "sport and culture" and "sport and education" should be
clarified. Furthermore, the meaning of the word "culture" should also be clarified.
• Fundamental Principle 6: Olympism should not only be used to educate
the youth, but also humankind in general. In addition, more values such as
responsibility and tolerance to replace mutual understanding should be added.
Possible additions to the Fundamental Principles include:
• Olympism encourages people from around the world to meet in one place
and exchange their knowledge, culture and sports.
• The Olympic festival must be adaptable in accordance with the time and
place in which it is held, whilst remaining true to the values of Olympism.
• Addition to Fundamental Principle 8: "No organisation should prohibit
athletes who have qualified from participating".

8. Are the World Youth Games a way of applying Olympic Education?
Discuss the philosophy, the problems and perspectives of the Youth Games.
The World Youth Games have the potential to educate people in Olympism
because participants will gain practical experience through participation,
competition and exposure to other cultures.
There is a wide range of similar international competitions for young people,
which already provide an opportunity for Olympic Education.
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The philosophy of the Games was identified as follows.
• It was identical to that of the Olympic Games (fair play, respect, unity
etc.) and was based mainly on the educational idea of Olympism.
• This applied not only to the Games itself, but also to the cultural aspects
surrounding the Games such as lighting the Olympic Flame, the ceremonies and
the Olympic symbols etc.
• The concept of Olympism could be taught at an early age through these
Games as the young were more open to new ideas.
• It was a way of transmitting these values not only to the athletes, but also
to the spectators.
• The opportunity to take part in these Games could be a tremendous
source of inspiration and motivation to young people, whilst providing
numerous opportunities
• While it was a positive cultural experience, athletes should realise that it
was the participating that was the important factor and not the winning.
• Exposure to this level of competition at an early stage was good
preparation for their future sporting careers.
The problems were identified as follows:
• Even though the Games were under the IOC patronage and it was felt
by a few that the Olympic values were not as present as could have been
expected.
• The pressures of training hard and competing at a high level of
competition could have a detrimental effect on children, e.g. health risks
associated with specialising in a sport at too young an age.
• The lack of finance could render it impossible to host the World Youth
Games on as grand a scale as that of Moscow in 1998.
• Lack of information and communication to the participating countries.
• The notion of competition could lead to problems similar to those faced
by the Olympic Games, i.e. doping, commercialisation, disappointment due to
failure etc.
• The cultural and sporting aspects of the World Youth Games were
perceived as a denaturalisation (devaluation of the unique aspects) of the
Olympic Games.
• It was possible that competing in sport might be emphasised above
education. As a result, the best interest of the children might not be taken into
account.
• Different levels of development and maturity between males and females
at comparable ages.
The perspectives were identified as follows.
• Introduction of new sports in correlation with the reduction of the total
number of sports.
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• The NOCs and NFs should review their role in developing Olympic
Education and competitive sport.
• Reflect the interest of the media.
• Have separate age groups in order to make the Games fairer.
• More cultural presence at national level.
• The Games should be structured to suit the athletes not the media.
• The cultural and artistic programme should be extensive. Its tone should
be less competitive and more friendly.
• The name included the concept of Olympism (e.g. World Youth
Olympism Games) in order to promote the philosophy and make it less
competitive.
• The Youth Games should be included as part of the original bid for the
Olympic Games.
• Dope testing should be mandatory in order to protect the athletes and
avoid abuse by coaches and parents.

9. Discuss the ways in which multicultural education can be achieved
through Olympism.
Multicultural education begins with the knowledge and the appreciation of
various cultures while being aware that one needs to know his/her own culture
prior to learning others. Some participants suggested that it was an integration of
cultures rather than an assimilation of cultures.
The definition of multicultural education is difficult. One group defined it as
"education in cultural activity and diversity" while Professor Jim Parry suggested
the following definition: "Education into an awareness of cultural diversity with
a view to humanizing your own views towards other cultures." Although
multicultural education may be difficult to achieve, it is necessary for individuals
to approach the subject with open minds, tolerance and understanding.
Increased exposure to different cultures leads to greater acceptance of
differences and similarities.
There are many different groups of people involved in the Olympic
Movement. Teachers and students can use Olympic Education as a way to
approach multiculturalism. Programmes such as the ones in Australia show how
teachers and students could be educated if each NOA made small workshops
available to them.
Physical education and foreign language classes, as well as the exchange
programmes with foreign schools, are also excellent tools, which may facilitate
multicultural education. A closer relationship between the NOCs and their
respective governments may also benefit in getting schools to integrate Olympic
Education into their curricula.
Some participants noted that unlike religion, Olympism could be a global
philosophy common to all. Therefore, Olympism is vital for multicultural
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education, and it should originate from the individual. It may also be preferable
to implement multicultural programmes within one's own community prior to
extending it to national and international programmes.
Athletes and coaches are also integral groups within the Olympic Movement.
The world of sport, by its nature, contributes to multicultural education through
national and international competitions, training programs etc. Sporting events
such as the Olympic Games and international training camps may act as an initial
opportunity - an "ice breaker" - for the athletes participating in those events thus
giving them a chance to learn from each other. However, this may not currently
be being used to its full potential and should be maximized. For example,
sporting events could include cultural events within them and athletes
participating at the Olympic Games should be encouraged to attend and take
part for the entire duration of the Games, in order to profit fully from the cultural
diversities and experiences. Training camps for elite athletes could also have
educational components. However, it may be harder to achieve multicultural
education consistent with Olympism in sporting events where the commercial
element is dominant.
The IOA was mentioned by most of the groups as the best example of
multicultural education. Some participants indicated that perhaps, the IOA could
conduct similar sessions in different countries and/or establish a programme that
can outline the basics for multicultural education. Others mentioned that
although the IOA was a great means of achieving multicultural education, it had
to be developed in each country using similar procedures on a local scale (think
globally, act locally).
Some of the challenges tied to multicultural education were touched upon by
Professor Parry when he addressed the problem of true multicultural education
in the current situation, where flow of knowledge tended to move always in the
same direction (i.e. Western world). The majority of Olympic sports are Western
in origin and wealthier parts of the world can invest more in sports
development. A few participants also felt that increasing the number of events
and sports at the Olympic Games could maximize global representation and
positive impact on multicultural education.
Finally, the use of the media and new technologies, such as the Internet, in the
Olympic Movement are powerful and necessary tools for the promotion of cultural
diversities and Olympism. The exchange of information may be the first step in order
to achieve multicultural education. However, the process should not stop there.

10. How do you see the relationship between Olympism and recent
Olympic Games?
The relationship between the Olympic Games and Olympism is both positive
and negative. It is positive because recent Games have shown evidence of the
ongoing pursuit of excellence in sport and the joys found in individual effort. In
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this way, the Games are the driving force for Olympism. They can be considered
a festival of sport, which provides a window of opportunity to promote
Olympism to the world. The implementation of a cultural and art programme
during the Olympiad complements the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, the
Olympic Torch Relay, and sporting competition. Some groups expressed the
view that Olympism as a philosophy of life was displayed at the Olympic Games
through physical and emotional endeavours.
The relationship may also be considered positive because of the existence of
Olympism within the Olympic Village where everyone "intermingles" and throws
aside their prejudices. One group felt that it was especially important to note the
fact that the Winter Games appeared to better represent the values of Olympism.
The relationship between the two was also considered to be a negative one.
It was believed that Olympism seemed to be taking a secondary role to the
glorification of national and personal achievements, as globalisation alienated the
individual. Also, the focus of the Games was overwhelmingly influenced by the
mass media, and was centred too much on winning medals and setting records.
This means that the ideals of participation, equality, fair play and harmony are
often lost. For example, some elite athletes have lost Olympism and its sense of
direction as they have been overwhelmed by the materialism of advertising and
sponsorship. As a result, the choices available to athletes have been significantly
reduced as they are forced to compete within a framework of commercialism
rather than under the aegis of Olympism.
The focus of the recent Olympic Games has digressed from Olympism as the
Games have become commercially focused and achievement-oriented as the
demands of sponsors, government, and media have come to control the Olympic
experience and ceremonies. As a result, recent Games have not promoted all the
aspects of Olympism as originally intended by Baron Pierre de Coubertin due to
intense commercialisation and various other external political influences.
One group believed that there was a gap between the ideals of the Olympic
Movement and the Olympic Games, and that this gap had not been bridged
because of the hypocritical stance of some IOC members.
Despite the negative aspects however, most groups felt that the large
popularity of the Games was living proof that Olympism would continue to be a
significant factor in the modern era. We must build on an Olympic Education
programme that maintains the friendly spirit of participation and continues to
evolve and adapt alongside an ever-changing Olympic Movement.

11. In what ways do you expect the Sydney Olympic Games to be different
from recent Games?
The Sydney Olympic Games will be the "Athletes' Games". Sydney will deliver
an environmentally friendly "Green Games" including the largest solar-powered
village. The standard of accommodation and transportation
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facilities within the Olympic Village will help to provide the athletes with a
welcoming and friendly experience. There will also be only one Olympic Village.
This will act to enhance the interaction between the athletes. It was suggested
that there be a compulsory half-hour mixed cultural discussion group to facilitate
mutual respect and understanding.
The Opening and Closing Ceremonies are vital components of any Olympic
Games. They will be more extravagant and feature the multiculturalism of the
event. They should not, however, be commercially focused. Sydney 2000 will be
organized with heartfelt-passion, as this is a great opportunity to promote this
diverse country. The public will be better educated about the culture and history
of Australia.
The Games will contribute to the development of the Olympic Ideas through
promotions and advertisements and to an Olympic Education program. They will
also reflect the ideals and values of Olympism.
Sydney is expected to provide a platform to facilitate cultural diversities and
link them as one. They should build on the "Cultural Olympiad" to ensure that
all countries can be involved in some aspect of the Games. This does not
necessarily have to be through sport but also through art, or poetry
competitions, and exhibitions involving all participating countries. The cultural
activities proposed to parallel the sports program should be more varied to
appeal to all kinds of audiences.
Olympic tourists will be from a higher socioeconomic class as the
accommodation and travel prices will be extremely high. We expect Sydney to
practice "Olympism" with regard to inflated prices and black market ticket sales.
Public transportation will make it easy for spectators and athletes to reach
venues and cultural centres.
Television coverage of the Games will be better and broader. Recently, new
rules between the IOC and the media were established and were successfully
used in Nagano. These rules will be applied for the first time to a Summer
Games in Sydney.
The Homebush Olympic Site will be billboard-free due to the current IOC
regulations.
There will be an increase in the number of sports including Taekwondo and
Triathlon.
There will be an increase in the number of participating NOCs.
There will be an increase in the number of women participants.
The Games will encourage a better relationship between countries that are in
conflict.
Security will be better and tighter.
The Sydney Olympic Games will leave behind a more concrete Olympic
legacy, and be a memorable experience.
One group noted that the Sydney Games would be different in many of the ways
mentioned above, but also realized that they were not all-realistic expectations.
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Another group noted that the Sydney Games will be "on trial" so to speak, in
light of the current issues of the organization of the IOC itself, and the doping
and corruption problems within the Olympic Movement. SOCOG should
respond by providing a cleaner, more drug-free and fairer Games.
Another group stated that the number of sports keeps growing and that this
will cause numerous organizational problems in the future. They asked the
following question: Is it necessary to increase the duration of the Games, to
eliminate some sports, or to build a universal permanent place to celebrate
future Olympic Games?
Finally, "some would like to see kangaroos, emus and koalas in the streets of
Sydney - the Green Games". In addition, some would also like all IOA
participants to receive free Olympic tickets and airfares to attend the Games.

12. How can we better share the philosophy of Olympism with many of
the 6 billion people who inhabit earth?
Reaching out and educating 6 billion people around the globe is difficult
because of differences in human lifestyles, emotions and attitudes towards
Olympism, and national priorities. It cannot be assumed that sport takes
universal precedence.
Some felt that two key groups should be identified, with regard to sharing the
philosophy of Olympism. The first group consisted of people in recognised
Olympic nations and the second of people in countries where there were no
formal Olympic organisations.
• The development of the Olympic Ideal was felt to be insufficient if not
practiced in everyday life. Participation in sport could be used as an instrument
not only to bring joy to one's life but also to spread the Olympic philosophy.
• NOCs and NOAs should continue the IOC's efforts to spread Olympism by
identifying barriers, which restrict communication, and by using different means
relevant to each country's culture and heritage. The NOCs should evaluate the
level of awareness and determine and communicate the relevance of Olympism
to their respective cultures. To that end, the Olympic Solidarity programme
should be enhanced.
• International and national frameworks are necessary to share the
philosophy of Olympism. These frameworks should embrace elite athletes and
use multimedia technology to promote the values of Olympism.
• An independent Olympic sport and cultural channel should be created,
devoid of political and/or religious affiliations, targeting all age groups.
• Additionally, the use of different forms of media (TV, radio, the press, the
Internet, etc.) which meet the needs, culture and values of the respective
countries are necessary to propagate the Olympic Ideal.
• Communication should be improved between sports authorities and grass
root groups who in turn provide feedback.
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• It was suggested that countries could hold their NOA meetings at the same
time, so that teleconferences could be held for information exchange.
• NOCs should be encouraged to develop NOAs, work with sponsors and
broadcasters to propagate Olympic Education in all aspects of the education
curricula, and develop competitions that focus on Olympism, including art,
culture and history.
• Such programmes should also aim at educating coaches, teachers and
lecturers for both children and adults, NOC/NOA Directors, and sports
administrators.
• It is important to organise Olympic days and weeks. These should include
sport competitions, athletes' visits, educational meetings, cultural activities, art
contests and other events such as Olympic academic competitions.
• There should be a focus on the educational opportunities before,
during and after the Olympic Games, designating the athletes as well as key
decision-makers in non-member countries as ambassadors for Olympic
Education.
• The selection of different host nations for the Olympic Games provides a
launch pad to further develop the Olympic Education programs existing in those
countries.
• Cultural festivities such as exhibitions, arts and music events, should be
used by sports institutions as well as cultural, art and science groups, both at
global (e.g. UNESCO) and local levels, to spread the Olympic message and
increase public awareness, interest and participation.
• Globalization should not only focus on western cultures and their values,
but should integrate other countries' values, cultures and traditions.
• It may be necessary to exclude existing sports from the Olympic program
in order to allow "new sports" from developing countries to grow.
• Developed countries should assist economically less developed ones, by
sending books, magazines, videotapes and sports equipment as well as coaches,
teachers and administrators to facilitate the growth of Olympism.
• Olympic member countries should work with international relief
organisations, to restore, through sport, the enthusiasm for life to people in
countries who have suffered from natural disasters or war.
13. Is a framework for global Olympic Education possible and if so, how
would you create it?
All groups agreed that a framework for global Olympic Education was
possible. They also agreed, however, that any Olympic educational programme
should be designed and implemented on a local level according to each
country's culture.
Contents of any educational programme would also vary from country
to country. All programmes should include a clear definition of Olympism,
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its Fundamental Principles, and the goals of the Olympic Movement
as formulated by the IOA and the IOC, but could also include topics such as:
• the history of the Ancient Olympic Games,
• information on the Modern Olympic Games,
• the goals of the IOC,
• the status of women's participation, and
• environmental concerns.
It was generally agreed that in order to implement educational programs in
their countries, NOCs and/or NOAs needed to:
• identify and educate key decision-makers in education who will then
support relevant programs,
• work closely with their Ministries of Education, other governmental
agencies, and any national sports organisations involved in the implementation
of such programs,
• produce promotional materials and organise regional events with funding
by TOP sponsors,
• promote their educational programs through advertising especially aimed
at teachers and children, and
• utilise the existing framework of voluntary organisations in each country.
A number of participants also recommended that the IOC create an Education
Department within its headquarters dedicated to managing a global educational
program including the distribution of relevant material. Others proposed the use
of the recently drawn-up working documents which had been presented by
Helen Brownlee.
Once the design of the framework is in place, it should be integrated into all
levels of education in the following ways:
• physical education at an early stage in childhood,
• organised sport,
• exchange programs among countries,
• use of athletes as ambassadors of Olympic Education,
• programs in tertiary institutes such as cross crediting degree units between
countries,
• incorporation of Olympic Education into existing curricula,
• special events such as Olympic Sports and Multicultural Days,
• use of technology in education, and
• education of students, coaches, athletes, and trainers by Education
Departments in order to ensure consistency in Olympic Education.
Furthermore, certain participants proposed that educational initiatives be
evaluated on an annual basis.
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In reviewing these methods, it was generally recognised that developing
countries with financial constraints would need a longer time to implement the
framework and should therefore receive greater assistance and attention.
Finally, all groups agreed that involvement in Olympic Education should be
voluntary and that we should respect the freedom of the individual to choose
whether or not to embrace the ideals of Olympism.
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE
DISCUSSION GROUPS
2nd CYCLE

1. What is the significance of the cultural program in the Olympic
Games and what is the special significance of the Sydney Olympic Arts
Festival?
The cultural program in the Olympic Games
The cultural activities during the Olympic Games are not only a showcase,
but also
• a means to present the culture of the host city/country/region to the rest
of the world and hence,
• a means to strengthen national identity, since people learn to cherish their
traditions and heritage.
The groups felt that the Olympic Ideals applied not only to sports, but also to
culture. The Olympic Games is the major event where these ideals are exposed
and Art Festivals complete the mosaic of Olympism stone by stone. Actually, the
cultural program is a multicultural event where everyone is on an even playing
field.
In order to ensure the effectiveness of the cultural program in the Olympic
Games, cooperation is required among various bodies, such as governments,
tourist organizations, and embassies abroad.
Moreover, the groups felt that the festivals could provide a forum for cultural
exchange enhancing acceptance and tolerance of other cultures. They could thus
act as a catalyst for the creation of a museum which would focus on the
relationship between sport and art.

The Sydney Olympic Games
Australia, being a multicultural society, has chosen to stage a four-year
festival, prior to the Games, with a different theme each year. It is viewed as a
launch into the new millennium with an understanding of Olympism combining
aboriginal culture, art, sport, and education.
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For Sydney, the Arts Festival has a reverse approach, as it is also being staged
in other countries, as well as the host country.
2. Discuss the globalisation of sport and its social consequences
(identities, societies, and civilization).
Identities
A number of groups expressed the opinion that globalisation could change
the character of national and/or local sports. Participants felt that different
traditional sports were lost or did not receive adequate support by their NOCs.
Instead, NOCs wished to support only those Olympic sports in which success
was likely. One group felt that the globalisation of sport could be seen as an
intrusion of pluralistic western influence to the rest of the world.
Others felt that the globalisation of sport provided broader opportunities for
athletes to play sports that they had not encountered before. In fact, some
groups argued that globalisation encouraged societies to resort to their
local/traditional games and sports which, in turn, strengthened their national
identity. For example, Brazil is famous for soccer and Kenya for "producing"
long distance runners.

Societies
Participants considered the following factors important:
A. Athletes
Professionalism puts pressure on some developing nations, as they cannot
afford to pay athletes or send them to competitions. Athletes begin training too
early to keep up with the pressure of competitive sport. Consequently, they lose
the essence of childhood. Moreover, the migration of athletes to other countries
for greater personal economic benefits can result in the loss of home country
identity.
One group felt that globalisation caused some athletes to forget their
grassroots and think of themselves. They go abroad to have better training facilities, because their own countries cannot meet athlete demands due to financial
constraints.
Others saw this as a positive opportunity for sports people and coaches (that
have stayed in a foreign country) to bring back new techniques to their homeland. For example, sport teams that visit other countries tend to return with new
ideas for scientific training methods.
Two groups believed that the globalisation process produced common heroes
that became well known and admired all over the world. In turn, this gave a
basis for discussion among people of different countries. Another group argued
that this might have a negative effect. For example, a young athlete may drop
out of school and this would limit his/her formal education.
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B. Women's Sport
A specific example of a social consequence of globalisation of sport is the
change in opportunities for women to participate in sport, and also the possible
change in their social position.
C. Coaches
One group suggested that a negative social consequence of globalisation, for
certain countries, was the loss of highly qualified coaches to other countries that
could pay more money for their expertise.
D. Education
Many groups expressed the opinion that the globalisation of sport exposed
the individual to other cultures and attitudes and encouraged people to examine
themselves. In turn, this forces cultural education. Globalisation, thus, becomes a
means of uniting different cultures and athletes.
E. Standardization of Rules
The globalisation of sport can be achieved by practicing sports with the same
rules, all over the world. Every country has its own rules, regulations, and
values. Sport has only one set of international rules. In this way, they are not
dependent on any factors such as race, or religion. Furthermore, International
Federations work together to treat important subjects related to sport like
doping, fair play, etc.
F. Civilization
One group suggested that civilization was dynamic in nature and that
globalised sport enhanced the acceptance and learning of these changes. Others
commented on technology and the development of infrastructures. One
participant felt that, in his country, sport used to be in its 'heyday' when under a
communist regime. However, now, the significance of sport has been reduced in
importance as other aspects, such as economics and education are taking
precedence. One group believed that societies could be torn apart and forced
into conflict with one another because of economic and financial situations. This
could lead to hostility as aggressive supporters of two different teams or nations
could begin to fight against each other.
3. Discuss the economic impacts of globalisation on the Olympic Games
Globalisation provides a framework for better communication between
nations and the dissemination of knowledge. The world has become smaller for
consumer markets. More companies are represented around the world and these
companies are more willing to sponsor the Games. The Olympic Games are a
good opportunity to showcase sponsors' products and they also catapult the city
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into prominence. More money means that the Games can be better organized,
with greater concern for the environment. Economic greed, of governments and
individuals, may rise due to the availability of increased funds. Some also stated
that although privilege and publicity could be obtained by hosting the Olympic
Games, some countries did not wish to host the Games, as the money for
organizing such an event could be better channeled into local economic
development.
Due to globalisation of the Olympic Games, more people watch the Games,
thus increased funding is available for television rights. The greater television
audience attracts the interest of sponsors to support the Games financially.
Revenues from television rights and sponsors are distributed to the host
country, Olympic Solidarity, International Federations and the National
Olympic Committees. These organizations pass money on to National Federations. Educational programmes for people in the host country can also be
developed.
Increased revenues can be used to build better stadiums and training
facilities, that could lead to increased motivation among the athletes and
coaches. Thus, the level of participation rises. The development of infrastructures
includes improved technology, which enables more people to watch the
Olympic Games on television. The potential for profit is so great that many cities
bid for the Games without fully ascertaining whether they are capable of
capitalizing on them.
What is more, some cities bid without sufficient proof that they will be ready
to stage the Games. For example, the underground system of Athens may not
be prepared to host the year 2004 Games. Some felt that hosting the Games was
extremely expensive and therefore poor cities could not afford to cover such
costs. Similarly, there is no economic globalisation and hence, only developed
nations are able to organize the Games. The implication of this is that the
cultures of less developed countries remain "hidden".
Benefits to tourism for the host-city can also be seen by athletes wishing
to acclimatize, tourists attending the Games, and/or visiting the Olympic sites.
Multiplier effects can be seen, e.g. increase in taxes for the government. The
increased popularity of the Games also means more money from ticket sales,
mainly from overseas spectators and as a result, improved foreign currency
exchange. A similar effect can be seen concerning the influx of tourists, since
entrance fees, hotel prices, etc. are very high or increase prior to the Games.
This could lead to "Games for the Upper Class".
The construction of facilities and organization of the Games in the
host country generate additional short-term employment. The employment
of coaches from abroad, as well as the importation of athletes, could
have both positive and negative effects. This may provide exchange of
international ideas and techniques, but may also cause unemployment in
the host country.
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4. Discuss multiculturalism and the multidimensional interpretation of
Olympism transmitted to ordinary people through sport films and
television.

The interpretation of Olympism through the broadcasting of the Olympic
Games is greatly influenced by the broadcasters, sponsors, commentators and
national television companies (e.g., government censorship).
Olympism is not explicitly defined in films. They pick a theme and try to use
a story that the public can relate to. It depicts the producer's culture rather than
other cultures so others may not be able to relate as much. Every sport TV film
or documentary has a certain aim, e.g. assimilation, showing nationalism or
explaining the relationship between a particular country and Olympism or the
Olympic Games. Similarities exist across cultures such as creating dreams,
uplifting national pride and reaching out to the emotions of the people. Films
also portray a historical perspective that can be shared across cultures. However
if the director abuses their freedom, their message may turn into an ideology or
propaganda (e.g. in the Hitler era).
Film is the best tool to give children multicultural education, information and
the ability to understand other cultures. It forces us to question our own culture,
as learning about other cultures makes you think about your own.
For millions of people who will never have the opportunity to attend the
Olympic Games films and television are the main source of information about
Olympism and the Games. They portray the Olympic Ideals and sport and
translate them in such a way that people will enjoy the product. Through international sport channels, people get the chance to watch sports, which are not
popular or even practiced in their own countries and thus help to promote
sports. By watching sport films and events on television ordinary people grasp
the idea of Olympism without even knowing what Olympism is about.
However, in diffusing Olympism, films and television perform two different
functions: official Olympic films represent primarily the positive and spectacular
aspect of the Games, whereas each country's culture and background condition
television broadcasting.
• Documentaries have a limited and specific audience. Moreover, movies
are often more interesting, entertaining and attract more people than docu
mentaries. Television movies are usually made to play on the emotions of the
audience and don't have a cultural aim. In films like "Forest Gump" or "Cool
Running" real life situations and the hard way of reaching the top are shown.
As Prof. Dr. Masumoto expressed, the latter is a real depiction of Coubertin's
creed.
• Biographies and documentaries are very useful for educational purpose,
e.g. the Jesse Owen story.
• In most countries only famous types of sports are covered in the media
and usually men's sporting events are prioritized. But the question is whether it

220

is more interesting to watch female or male sports. This has to be answered
individually by every country keeping its cultural background in mind.
• If international tournaments are analyzed and presented on television,
most concentrate on the aspect of winning, but as soon as the Olympic Games
are approaching, Olympism is highlighted with increased importance.
• Some poor countries cannot have access to television at all, so they are
not exposed to multiculturalism.
• The government's influence on the number of private and public channels
will vary in the development of the cultural programs of each nation. Thus,
lesser government supported channels means lesser exposure to/involvement in
sport activities by those who can't afford private pay-per-view channels.
• Differences also exist such as the way we see controversial issues as
shown in the movie "Olympia" about the 1936 Berlin Games.
• One group concluded that, within their countries, there weren't enough
programmes/documentaries about Olympism and the Games and that there
should be more. Images of Olympism definitely exist, such as issues of
friendship in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies etc. However, how people
recognize this as Olympism is still unclear.
• Some felt that children and adults alike were truly motivated by
transmissions and were keen to try sports.

5. What are the problems that result from the globalisation of sport on
the Olympic Movement?
The globalisation of society and therefore also sport has always existed but
has now reached new levels in range and intensity. In general, globalisation
exists between states and societies that are part of the world society. As the
world gets smaller and smaller, the interaction between different states and
societies intensifies and hence, we are uniting on economical and political levels.
Globalisation of sport refers to the process by which individual sports, and sport
as a phenomenon, have gradually spread throughout the world.

Economic impact
Due to economic pressure and the flow of finances, whole cultures are forced
to adapt to western culture (cultural imperialism). Some felt that the impact was
a one-way street where influence was going from the west to the rest of the
world, while others felt that it was a two-way street. Small, developing countries
struggle to compete in certain sports, particularly team sports, which are widely
played throughout the world. Large, developed countries have greater resources
to devote to global sports. In this case, the globalisation of sport contributes to
maintaining the status quo. The global nature of the Olympic Games encourages
governments to support sports that are in the Olympic program. Funding and
other resources may be directed away from sports and areas that need them
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most, in the quest for Olympic medals. Smaller nations without financial means
might experience difficulties in keeping athletes in their countries as citizens.
Some of the global sports require expensive equipment and facilities, restricting
access to wealthier countries. For example, people in Kenya cannot afford to
purchase equipment for softball.
Commercialisation of sport caused by the injection of money tends to dilute
the message of Olympism. Additionally, one group felt that the economic impact
on sport was one of the main problems facing the Olympic Movement.
Furthermore, it is an aspect that needs much attention because of the fact that
the impact is coming from outside of sport itself (in contrast to doping and
corruption). Globalisation contributes to the expansion of doping practices, since
the techniques can easily be spread around the world.

Media Impact
The media has a large influence in all countries around the world, and it
affects all parts of society. It can also have an enormous influence on the
Olympic Movement, especially with regard to the program of the Olympic
Games. The media have forced changes in the rules of some sports to fit the
television schedule. The media is also responsible for influencing children's
behavior through constant information overflow.
Both television and sport are interested in sensationalism, immediacy, and
personalities, so there can be a good symbiosis between them, with the media
actually having a positive influence. Television networks could increase their
earnings by exclusively broadcasting popular Olympic sports and nationally
preferred sports because they are of more interest to the viewers.
Impact on Indigenous Sports
Western sports are imposed on developing nations suppressing the traditional
and indigenous sports. According to Principle 2 of the Olympic Charter,
Olympism is about "blending sport with culture and education". If the
indigenous sports are no longer practiced, then an important part of that nation's
cultural heritage is lost.
In the sports world, where results are important, it is difficult to promote the
concepts of harmony, balance between body and spirit, and fair play. One group
stated that people were returning to traditional sports due to globalisation, because
people wanted to go back to their heritage to preserve some of their identity. It
was also noted that sports of the industrialized countries often had their roots in
developing countries (e.g. ice hockey, ball games, etc.). Another point was that
forms of combat sports (e.g. sumo, wrestling, schwingen, etc.) were universal.
The IOC selects the sports on the Olympic Program and decisions to add or
exclude certain sports may have a detrimental effect on sport, in general, in certain
regions. The global nature of the Olympic Games means that the needs of the
individual regions are often overlooked to benefit a more global situation.
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Impact on the Environment
Some of the global sports on the Olympic program are inaccessible to a large
number of countries because of their natural environment. Many countries do
not have snow, which makes it nearly impossible for them to practice winter
sports. Other countries would not have suitable venues for sailing.
One group stated that globalisation had two aspects. Some forms of
culture are known worldwide (music, film, clothing, etc.). Most regions push
their own local culture (traditional dance, music, and traditional forms of
sport). In addition they stated that globalisation implied the meeting of
different languages and cultures. If we think of sport as a language or a
universal communication tool, problems could arise for the Olympic Movement, such as:
• Decentralization means that prior to meeting, one may have to
overcome language and culture barriers in order to understand others
and contribute to the development of sport and the Olympic Movement.
The examples of the language problems experienced at the IOA were
mentioned.
• Different cultural and historical backgrounds could explain why
people may not feel comfortable communicating and/or opening up to others.
A few participants felt that the lack of openness and good will on the part of
certain individuals towards others led them to believe that language was not the
real problem.
• One group felt that the flow of people in sport (coaches, athletes, etc.)
was threatening the structure of the Olympic Movement, especially the Inter
national Federations which, in some cases, were becoming dependent
on particular nations which monopolised the experts in certain sports. For
the athletes of developing nations it can be very hard to reach the entry
requirements for the Olympic Games, while in other countries it is an easier
process.
On a final note, one group stated that technology would influence sport in
such a manner that it would become more scientifically developed.

6. What is the impact on a city, country and region of staging the Olympic
Games?
One group felt that the impact on a city, country and region depended upon
the stage of development and size of the city in question: the larger and more
developed the city, the less the impact. Another group raised the question as to
whether developing countries or smaller countries could host the Olympic
Games. Issues such as a) the lack of manpower, b) infrastructure for the Games,
c) spectators, were mentioned. However, it was felt that despite the negative
aspects, the overall impact on a host city was positive.
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Positive aspects in relation to the economy:
• Enormous impact on the technological and economical development.
• Creates jobs and may attract new businesses.
• Due to the growth of facilities, it will be easier to organize sports activities
for the public in the local areas, and various sports will experience an increase in
the number of athletes.
• Creates greater awareness of amateur sports among the private sector,
which may lead to an increase in financial support, sponsoring, and merchan
dising on a local and national level.
• Increase in tourism before, during, and after the Games.
• The general development and improvement of non-sporting infrastructures
(airport, communications, roads, transportation systems etc.) in the city, country
or region. Korea and Mexico provide good examples.
• The Olympic Village may be used for housing projects following the
Games.
• Hosting the Olympic Games would revitalize the international image of a
city (e.g. Barcelona-1992) due to the worldwide coverage of the Games.
Negative aspects in relation to the economic/political situation:
• Economically disadvantaged people may be moved from the prospective
venues to other parts of the area in order to avoid making a bad impression at
the Games.
• Inflation, a possible increase in taxes and national debt.
• International corporations taking money out of the country.
• Creation of black markets and illegal activities.
• Using the Games as a platform to promote political ideology.
Positive socio-cultural aspects:
• Promote Olympic Education and the importance of sport for the people in
the city, country or region.
• Growth of national pride, identity and awareness of the unique
characteristics of the country whilst promoting the culture of the host city/
country through cultural displays.
• Multicultural exchange between the host nation and other nations through
athletes, coaches, officials, and spectators.
• Improvement of the security system in the country.
Negative socio-cultural aspects:
• The prioritization of funds in the region would change to favor investment
in infrastructure and sports facilities rather than areas that have the greater need
(e.g. social, health programs). This could result in conflict among the public.
• Threat of terrorism (Munich and Atlanta as examples).
• Negative effect on the environment (especially the Winter Games).
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• Problems related to transportation, negative publicity, security, and "white
elephants" (long lasting projects which have failed).
• Excessive focus on the host city and neglect of the rest of the country.

Positive aspects in relation to sport:
• Development/refurbishment of sport infrastructure (e.g. stadium, pool,
gymnasium, etc.)
• The legacy following the Games (providing better facilities, sport
management, attracting major sporting competitions etc. on a local and global
level and an overall increase in participation).
• The Olympic Games is a good platform to promote Olympism.
Negative aspects in relation to sport:
• The city or the country cannot utilize the sport facilities (e.g. stadiums,
pools, bobsled, etc.) to their full capacity after the Games.
• The selling of facilities to the private sector for non-sporting purposes.
7. How can the IOA further promote multicultural education?
The IOA could further promote multicultural education by:
• Increasing the number and types of sessions: the IOA should organize
more sessions each year and perhaps should consider organizing sessions in
other countries. Other kinds of sessions could also be organized - for example,
sessions for children and adolescents. The IOA should target the whole family as
well as sport celebrities for Olympic Education.
• Developing practical/educational workshops in order to promote ex
change of ideas within an informal structure. Furthermore, workshops on the
Internet could be created in order to provide a forum for information exchange
worldwide.
• Coordinating exchange programs between countries including visits from
NOAs and youth camps. An exchange program for coaches should also be
developed to provide them with the tools to teach children. To implement such
ideas, it was recognized that the IOA would need additional funds.
• Placing more emphasis on the social evenings: it should plan more time
for the presentations and include more formal presentations from countries.
Sports demonstrations specific to each country could wrap up the event. Some
participants mentioned that presenting at the social evening should be
mandatory.
• Giving more importance to cultural and artistic experiences in particular
during the conferences.
• Language control: each participant should be able to communicate in one
of the two official languages of the IOA. Communication could also be done
through other means such as arts. It is important then, in a broader context, that

225

the IOA provide the NOC with selection criteria while understanding that
participants from the cultural field could also be selected.
• Increasing the number of participating countries at the IOA.
• developing and publishing publications through the Internet, in schools
(multicultural stories for children), including a reference manual which would
outline the objectives of the IOA and the principles of Olympic Education. This
manual could be distributed to each NOC and be used according to their needs.
• Creating and developing NOAs: The IOA must provide structured
programs and help them organize local sessions on Olympism. It may consider
forming a group of experts who could provide NOCs with support in order to
create National Academies. The NOCs should also have a person responsible for
education and experienced people such as teachers and professors could bring
additional help.
• Involvement in the educational system: multicultural weeks should be
organized in the schools; Olympism should also be a mandatory course for
students majoring in education. Olympism should also be promoted in sports
clubs.
• Promoting the cultural presentation of each country during the Opening
Ceremonies of the Olympic Games.
• Promoting multiculturalism via the media.
• Being open-minded with the suggestions of the participants.
• Encouraging the celebration of Olympic Day in each country via NOAs.
• Encouraging new initiatives such as museums, Olympic parks, educational
booths at Olympic Games, etc.
In conclusion, one of the groups had a round table discussion regarding the
existence and functioning of NOAs. It was interesting to note that many
countries still did not have NOAs and that many only had an academy on paper,
since not all of them were active.

8. Consider doping in the global society.
Doping is a very old problem. While the meaning of the word has changed
over time (i.e. hypnosis was considered doping), no exact definition of doping is
available. Actually, the IOC has a list of banned substances, which has also
changed over time.
Doping transcends all areas (race, gender etc.), and the obsession with winning
is universal. To some, winning at all costs is acceptable. The use of drugs for
performance improvement is becoming more and more popular with globalisation
and it is reaching non-athletes as well (the accessibility to the drugs is easy).
A new anti-doping agency is to be set up by the IOC with a grant of $25m.
There is also an international anti-doping arrangement (IADA) which is gaining
acceptance.
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Reasons for Doping
• The search for better performance and to achieve the record at whatever
the cost: the Olympic motto (citius, altius, fortius) can be considered as a motive
for doping.
• The search for recognition, honour, glory, and celebrity status.
• Professionalism and the increased importance of money in sport.
• The possibility to break records which attracts media attention.
Consequences of Doping
• Loss of Olympic values with no respect for the rules and/or fair play.
• Increase in the number of young people using doping to get to the top
level as soon as possible.
• Doping is unhealthy and can cause death.
• If what is learned in sport can be transferred into other areas of life, and
at the same time young athletes' role models are using doping (more generally
are cheating), then doping will play a part in the decline of morality in society in
general.
• Media sensationalism leads to the commercialization of sport.
Arguments for why we should ban doping
• Medical argument - "Athletes should not take drugs because it is
dangerous for their health." Although some claimed that "sport is more harmful
than the drug" athletes are frequently so focused on winning that they are not
concerned about the risks of doping. Therefore athletes will not be dissuaded
from doping by the medical argument. Since the long-term effects are unknown,
there may be serious health problems resulting from doping in previous years.
• Fair play argument - "Athletes should not take drugs because it gives
them an unfair advantage over their competitors." It cannot be justified to ban
doping on the grounds that it is unfair because it gives athletes a significant
advantage over their competitors, because other economic factors could offer a
greater advantage. Nevertheless we can try to reduce the inequalities one by
one.
• Rules argument — "Athletes should not take drugs because it is against the
rules of sport and sport cannot function without rules." All competitive sports
have rules by which they are played. Rules are necessary to create an enjoyable,
playable sport and also to protect the athletes.
• Sport for all argument - "Athletes should not take drugs because we
promote sport to young people as a healthy activity and drug-taking is a risk to
health."
• Purpose of sport argument - Sport does not have a sense of its own, the
sense is given to it from humanity (this sense includes high ethical principals).
"Athletes should not take drugs because the main purpose of participating in
sport is not to win at all costs."
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Ways to Fight against Doping
• Doping Controls and Sanctions — Although it may never be possible to
eradicate doping completely, because drug users are usually ahead of the testers
and the stakes are high; rules must be formulated to prohibit athletes from
doping. The rules must be strictly enforced to prevent those who transgress from
competing and to show others that it is not worth the risk. The new international
anti-doping organization may be able to take on some of these roles. All
federations should provide efficient doping controls. More out-of-competition
testing should be implemented.
One group suggested that there should be a distinction between sport
federations since doping can be sport specific. It was felt that doping which
caused negative health effects should receive a harsher sanction, in contrast to
doping which contributed to health improvement (e.g. asthmatic ventoline,
etc.).
• Education - If we continue to solve the problem of doping only through
doping controls, we only start a pharmaceutical war. We have to go back to the
source of the problem. Parents and secondary schools, federations and
universities should be responsible for educating people, especially children and
athletes, about
• Olympism
• the negative effects of doping on health
• other methods in order to be successful as an athlete
so that they develop personal values that dissuade them from doping, out of
respect for themselves and others. This strategy acknowledges that it is not
possible to educate everybody and that some people will try to break the rules.
In addition, trainers and administrators should become more aware of the issue
of doping.
• Finally, doping is a problem involving the whole society. Sports federations
and organizations must accept the influence of governments and organizations
outside sport, and take responsibility for this topic on a local level. They must
avoid influencing the athletes with an "aggravated" nationalism.
• Mass media - Mass media plays a vital role in the spreading of doping,
but it could play an even bigger role in the prevention of doping through
awareness campaigns and advertising.
Finally, one group pointed out that doping would become a thing of the past
because of genetic engineering.

9. Consider the local and global aspects in the Olympic Games.
The local and global aspects of the Olympic Games were seen as both
positive and negative as follows:
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Local Aspects
Positive
• Provide short and long term revenues for the host country and/or city
with investment from various entities such as sponsors and corporate companies,
as well as the promotion of tourism and merchandising.
• Develop technology and communications (i.e. transfer of knowledge)
expertise from around the world, enabling the host nation to acquire new skills
and knowledge (know-how).
• Create job opportunities for professionals, skilled workers and support
workers.
• Focus attention on environmental issues to ensure a safe, healthy and
"green environment" for all those involved in the Games.
• The host city and country inherit state of the art sport facilities and the
city's general infrastructure will be enhanced as well.
• The citizens understand and appreciate the spirit of volunteerism —
devotion to their nation - acquiring new skills and the development of new
contacts. Commitment and unification of the local population in the same
synergy (Olympic Games).
• Magnification of the host country to the world, with the media playing an
essential role.
• Introduction of native sports and local cultural aspects to the Olympic
Games.
• Introduction and development of Olympic Education programmes.
Negative
• Government funding for hosting the Games may take precedence over
other public concerns. This also affects the lower socio-economic classes, due to
inflation and allocation of tax contributions.
• Host cities acquire large debts and venues may become non profit making
after the Games.
• Rivalry between possible host cities.
• The usual clientele avoid the region during the Games.
• Some felt that the local training programmes for children on Olympism
could be difficult to implement due to the fact that children were more involved
in their childhood than trying to understand Olympism.

Global Aspects
Positive
• The implementation of structures and extensive international commu
nication systems reduces geographical boundaries between nations.
• Unity, respect of different cultures, promotion of peace (Olympic Truce)
and the exchange of ideas. Cultural promotion of the city, region and country.
• Promotion of the globalisation of Olympism, sport, fair play.
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• Worldwide financial benefits via merchandising coins and stamps.
• Inspiration from the Olympic Games for adults and youth, providing
them with a better direction of life, evoking values such as goodwill and
friendship.
• Development of the tourist industry.
• Globalisation of native customs.
• Using the profits obtained from hosting the Games, the NOCs become
financially stable and Olympic Solidarity programmes become viable.
Negative
• Commercialization of the Games by the media has overshadowed the
Olympic Ideals.
• National achievement contradicts Olympism.
• Technological differences can create problems of dissemination in some
countries.
• Politicians use the Olympic Games to obtain world recognition.
• Some sports are not spread due to the lack of regional interest.

10. Consider the cultural manifestations during the Olympiad and make
recommendations.
The initial Olympic Games of the modern era were associated with World
Fairs that mixed sport with culture. Eventually, cultural events were organized
during the Olympic Games. It was noted however, that nowadays there is a
tendency towards utilizing the whole Olympiad for cultural manifestations and
not just providing cultural elements of the host-city and country during the
Games.
It was thought essential by most to have a cultural Olympiad as it would
promote Olympism and the Olympic philosophy as well as the arts and culture
of the host city.
Recommendations for the IOC and NOCs:
• The IOC could provide funding to support the creation of special cultural
programmes in cooperation with the local Organizing Committees.
• Some felt the IOC should create a department for education and culture
working closely with all the ministries of education and cultural committees to
prepare kits to be sent to NOCs to promote education and the Olympic
philosophy.
• The IOC could form a committee, responsible for the Torch Relay, to
support the NOC and the Organizing Committee.
• Each NOC should have a liaison stationed at the OCOG to facilitate
cultural and technical exchange between the host country and the respective
NOC, and between all NOCs.
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Recommendations for the host countries:
• The Olympic message and the host country's culture could travel to the
world through cultural manifestations, starting from the host city and reaching as
many countries as possible.
• Some felt the Torch Relay should go to every country in the world
promoting Olympism through cultural activities.
• Some felt the host city should create an Olympic song that could be
translated into many languages.
Recommendations for participating countries:
• Every country should organize events during the Olympiad. Such events
could include Olympic Day Runs, art exhibitions, painting contests, Olympic film
projections, cultural workshops, writing and knowledge contests with Olympic
subjects, etc.
• All countries participating in the Games should organize events in the host
city which would highlight their culture.
• Participating countries could produce documentaries and films about the
history and the preparation of their athletes for the Olympic Games - "The Road
to the Olympics".
• Athlete parades could be organized during the Olympiad.
Recommendations for educational opportunities during the Olympiad:
• Olympic Education programmes should incorporate cultural aspects.
• Exchange programs should be implemented for students, so that
they can experience multicultural environments and exchange views on
Olympism.
• Children in primary schools could follow the example of the Olympic
Museum, which organizes competitions, and create their own "Olympic
Museum", presenting highlights from their culture.
• International conferences, art fairs, seminars, educational programs etc.,
could be organized for the exchange and development of new ideas and the
promotion of physical, mental and social development.
• Some felt that participants in previous Olympic Games should be obliged
to travel within their own countries, in order to educate people and promote
Olympism.
• Famous athletes of the world could serve as role models by participating
in cultural events.
Recommendations for the use of Media and Technology:
• The media should be used intensively to inform people about cultural
events, and promote the Olympic message they put forward.
• The history and cultural aspects of previous Games should be promoted,
as well as the development of new sports.
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• The Internet and multimedia could be used to distribute the message of
Olympism.

Recommendations for the Olympic Games:
• Some activities could be organized during the competitions (i.e. special
painting topics related to the venues).
• Video clips displaying aspects of the local culture could be shown during
the Olympic Games broadcasts.
• Handouts displaying participating countries' cultures could be distributed
to the spectators during the Opening Ceremony. Video clips of each nation's
culture could be shown during the Parade of Nations.
11. What are the positive aspects that arise from the globalisation of sport
in the Olympic Movement?
The globalisation of sport has the following positive aspects:
Culture/Unity
• Through the globalisation of sport, we are able to unite nations, bring
more people together, and create a basis for equality.
• Olympism is a philosophy that allows people to preserve their own
culture, religion, and philosophy of life.
• The rules of the Games represent an international language that unites
people and leads to mutual understanding.
• The Olympic Truce also promotes the unity of nations.
• Sport increases interdependency among nations and individuals, on an
economic, social, political, and cultural level.
• Strong bonds of friendship and respect develop between nations.
• Fair play has become a concept understood in all countries.
• Efficient infrastructure and telecommunication services create a "borderless
world".
• New traditions, such as the world celebrating Olympic Day on June 23
each year and the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, have been created.

Development of Sport
• Globalisation of sport builds an undisputed belief in the importance of
sport, which is promoted as a main aspect of people's lives.
• Athletic techniques and rules have developed and changed, thus enabling
athletes to excel and break world records and personal bests.
• More NOCs have been founded, resulting in increased participation by
athletes and countries.
• More countries now have the opportunity to win medals.
• The focus of the media on athletes from underdeveloped nations during
the Olympic Games may help promote development of sports in those countries.
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• Athletes from all nations are able to train and compete with funds raised
by Olympic Solidarity.
• As revenues from the Games increase, it will be possible for financially
underdeveloped countries to host the Games.

Financial Impact
• Globalisation of sport creates new opportunities for local, foreign, and
multinational businesses.
• There is also an increase in Olympic Games-related tourism as many
people attend the Games and visit previous Olympic cities.
• The platform for global advertising has expanded.
• Merchandising has become an important source of revenue.
• The promotion of the host city and region sometimes leads to the
development of local culture through the financial contribution of governments.
Education
• A framework for collaboration and exchange programs for teachers,
athletes, students and sports administrators is developing.
• Through the Olympic Games, the awareness of the Olympic Movement
and Olympism grows globally.
• The media now cover more sports throughout the world with improved
technology.
• The endeavor of athletes to excel and overcome all obstacles creates
emotional and mental responses, which inspire the world population.
Increased Participation
• Sport has been influential in promoting non-discriminatory practices with
regard to women, race, religion and political affiliation. Increased participation
fosters world unity, harmony and fair play.
• The number of women participants in the Olympic Games, as well as
sports in general, has increased.
• Finally, globalisation of sport reduces barriers among nations with the
introduction of new information systems, facilities and transportation networks,
leading to increased participation from both the NOCs and spectators.
12. Discuss the main objectives of Olympic Solidarity and its role in the
global society.
Olympic Solidarity promotes the Fundamental Principles, as laid out in the
Olympic Charter, by spreading them throughout the world. The objectives of
Olympic Solidarity are noble. They endeavour to ensure that no NOC is
disadvantaged by another NOC that has reached a greater level of technological
and/or economical development. Through these principles, Olympic Solidarity
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achieves a greater balance between the poor and rich countries, thus attempting to
guarantee the universality of the Olympic Games.
Financial aid is given to NOCs, IFs and the IOA, for 12 programs aimed at
athletes, coaches and sports leaders.
In addition, scholarships for coaches and athletes are granted which allow them
to reach the necessary level to qualify for the Olympic Games and consequently
to have the same opportunities for winning medals.
A group pointed out that NOCs are responsible for applying for grants for
athletes who meet specific criteria.
Furthermore, it was stressed that it was important to make use of the resources
made available by Olympic Solidarity.
Olympic Solidarity also establishes policies for the granting of financial aid.
Through the presentation of evidence to an expert committee (which is recognized
by the International Federations), Olympic Solidarity is able to ensure that the
programs are followed. In addition, members of the committee often undertake an
on-site visit. One group pointed out that it would be useful if Olympic Solidarity
ensured that the committee members chosen spoke one of the official languages
of the IOC or the language spoken in the selected country.
Another group spoke of the importance of control. Therefore, Olympic Solidarity
should always strive to improve the control systems in order to make sure that the
funds granted are accessible to all, thus avoiding corruption on the part of certain
NOCs.
A proactive communication system must be put in place to ensure that
information on the available programs is disseminated.
Athletes' scholarships must be adapted to the specific culture that they are
being awarded to.
Furthermore, additional programs such as the development of women in sport
should be implemented.
A group pointed out that the more financially dominant IFs should have a
scholarship system for athletes similar to the one established by Olympic Solidarity.
In this way the less financially-stable countries would be able to gain increased
benefits for their athletes.
A group underlined that within the spirit of globalisation, Olympic Solidarity
should play a role in the promotion and the appreciation of Olympism. We should
not move towards a homogenization of cultures. Rather, we should encourage a
positive and constructive multicultural environment, respecting the technological
and economical development of nations. Furthermore, we must ensure that the
Olympic Movement does not become over-commercialized, but focuses also on
cultural aspects and the Olympic Ideal. In addition, Olympic Solidarity should
continue its support of the IOA in its task of promoting and developing Olympic
Education.
NOCs are currently financed through government funding, private donations
and Olympic Solidarity. One group highlighted that some African NOCs were
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totally dependent on Olympic Solidarity's funding, as the two other sources of
revenue were non-existent. Consequently if Olympic Solidarity did not exist,
these NOCs would not exist.
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Souvenir photos of Mr Filaretos with the participants.

Souvenir photos of Mr Filaretos with the participants.
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Souvenir photo of Mr Filaretos with the participants.

Presentation of diplomas to the participants.
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Address
by Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)
President of the International Olympic Acedemy

This is perhaps one of the hardest days of the year for me. It's always like
this every year and it's difficult to express one's feelings. I will try not to be too
emotional, but if I get emotional please forgive me. We have been here for
about 12 days and in this miniature Olympic village — the lecturers will forgive
me - the most important thing we learned is to live together. I have repeatedly
said and I will say it once more: that is the biggest lesson we learn — learn, to
respect one another, to love one another, and to be friendly.
Yesterday evening you witnessed the example of Israel and the Arab
countries; you saw how close together Greece and Turkey are. The people want
to be together. Politicians do not let us be together; that's exactly the problem.
So when we learn to respect one another; when we see the cultures of several
parts of the world, we become friends and these friendships continue forever.
It's a very small part of the whole world, which is living here, but as it
happened in previous years, so it will happen this year too. You will go back to
your countries and try to spread what you learned. This is the most important
thing. And I think that this is the only way to reach what we all aspire to, which
is world peace: if we can ever reach that dream. But we must try.
Tomorrow you will be gone. And ...I don't know. It's going to be hard for all
of us. This place will be deserted. But some of you will come back again, I'm
sure of that.
There is nothing else I can add.
I love you all - you know that ...and I wish you a safe trip back home.
God bless you.
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Address
by Mr Gustavo URIBE (COL)
on behalf of the discussion group coordinators

It is an honour for me to be standing here, before you, on this day. I have
been assigned the difficult yet satisfying task of expressing in a few words the
thoughts and feelings we have shared and lived through together during these
past two weeks.
Two weeks are a small fraction in a man's life, but certainly, for many of us,
this has been one of the most intense and nurturing experiences we have ever
had.
Take a second to look around you. We have had a unique opportunity, one
that not many people in the world enjoy. The opportunity to share a smile, a
gift, a dance, a dream. We have been able to share our knowledge, our
thoughts, our feelings, ourselves.
We are privileged people. We have been exposed to the magic of Olympia.
However, let me remind you that privileges do not come by themselves, they
imply responsibilities. We have now acquired a new responsibility. That of
transmitting our knowledge and experiences to those who have yet to be
touched by the greatness of Olympism.
Let the invaluable experiences we have had here be a tool for achieving
your new tasks and not just a set of great memories. Let your ideas and dreams
turn into actions, for only then will they achieve their full potential. Please do
not let the fire that has been given to you fade away. Keep it in your hearts,
nurture it and pass it on.
As we are only a few minutes away from closing this session, I ask you
to be aware that this is not the end of a journey, it is the beginning. Let
the people around you be your companions, support and source of inspiration.
On behalf of the group coordinators, I would like to thank the President,
the Vice-president, the Dean, The Hellenic Olympic Committee, the Ephoria
of the Academy and the people of Greece for allowing us to be here, sharing
ourselves, with all of you. I would like to thank the lecturers for sharing with
us their valuable and precious knowledge. I would also like to thank the
members of the staff, the interpreters and the Academy personnel for their
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support, hard work and permanent assistance. And last but not least,
I specially thank you, the participants, for opening your hearts and minds to
us, just as we have opened our hearts and minds to you.
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Address
by Mrs Megan LENNAN (AUS)
on behalf of the participants

I am very honoured to have been chosen to thank the International Olympic
Academy (IOA) on behalf of the participants, as I represent a fantastic group of
people.
It was five months ago when the Executive Director of my State Olympic
Council asked me if she could nominate me for the IOA Young Participants
Session. I had no hesitation in saying yes. I was overjoyed when I was told that I
had been selected. What a fantastic opportunity it meant, both professionally and
personally.
Having volunteered and worked in my State Olympic Council, I already had a
good understanding of the Olympic Movement. In 1997 I attended my National
Olympic Academy and anticipated that the IOA would be similar, just bigger.
Indeed I have found this to be true. The main difference, of course, has been the
cultural interaction and working with representatives from five continents.
I feel really blessed to have had the opportunity to meet and talk with people
from all over the world. Speaking with all of you I have learned more about
your cultures, your ideas and your enthusiasm for Olympism. I believe I will
leave the IOA a better person for this.
Attending the IOA has also given us the opportunity to step back from our
lives and assess what is really important and hopefully make changes or
decisions which further enrich our understanding of the world.
The term Olympism was not clearly defined in most people's minds before
we arrived at the IOA. However, we've realized that everyone has common
goals and values of respect, honesty, integrity, tolerance, understanding, and
fair play. That we all agree such values should be fulfilled as a way of life is
true Olympism. In the last few days we have felt proud to represent our
countries internationally and to have been able to live in this global
community.
Personally the most rewarding aspect of the IOA has been the way all
participants have bonded together. We have supported and helped each other in
discussion groups and understanding lecture topics. I will remember the fun
we've had, the mental stimulation, the friendships we've made, and the laughter
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and convictions we shared. I hope that you will all have many fond memories to
take with you when you leave here.
Although the 1999 IOA participants will not leave here with tickets to the
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, I feel participants will leave feeling very satisfied
with the IOA proceedings and be motivated to take what they've learned to
promote Olympism and develop Olympic Education in their countries.
On behalf of all participants I wish to thank sincerely the President and Dean
of the IOA, the Hellenic Olympic Committee, Olympic Solidarity, the lecturers,
group coordinators and IOA staff for providing us with a forum to share views
on the Olympic Movement. Personally I would like to thank all participants and
my new friends for making these last two weeks so memorable.
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Address
by Mr Michael TSE (HKG)
on behalf of the participants

Wow! That was some two weeks we've had here. I can't remember a time in
my life when I've learned so much; but slept so little.
I'm truly honoured to stand before you at this closing ceremony of the 39th
Session of the IOA and give a short address on behalf of my fellow participants.
I will do my best to represent all of you and will try to speak from my heart.
Firstly, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to the International
Olympic Academy for providing us with the opportunity to learn and be students
of the Olympic movement, in a city which carries the history of the Olympics
like no other.
Our deepest thanks go to the President, Mr Nikos Filaretos, the Helenic
Olympic Committee and the Ephoria, the dean and all the staff at the IOA who
have made our stay in Olympia a memorable one. We, the participants, have
appreciated the chance given us to learn from, and interact with, some superb
lecturers, coordinators and of course each other, in our quest to enhance our
knowledge about the ideals of Olympism.
During our brief stay in Olympia, I can speak with confidence that we have
all learned a lot. Quality presentations by our lecturers gave us ideas to bring to
our group sessions, where we took those ideas and moulded them to fit our
own cultures, opinions and philosophies.
Although the academic side of learning has been a vital component, it is only
a part of the whole learning process here. I recall the first few days of my
discussion group. Our coordinators kept saying, "Ok Michael", "Thank you
Bjorn", "Let's give someone else a chance Juan", but there wasn't much response
from some others. We didn't want to monopolize the discussion group, but I
think we all felt a bit uncomfortable during the silent times. Then, as if
something had bloomed inside the quietest one in our group, she begun to
speak and open up like none of us had expected. Feeling joy in this
development and seeing the smiles on the faces of others in the group showed
me that we had indeed made progress and developed a common bond. I have
been to many multinational competitions, but none has, by any means, been as
exciting and friendly as this one. At competitions, you meet people from other
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lands, but never really speak with them in much depth. No one has time to be
friendly. Everyone is fully focused on himself. We have not been brought here to
compete with each other, but rather to share our experiences in the common
language of sport and what we know as "Olympism". This has been a unique
opportunity, and one that I can say, as an older representative of this session,
does not come around often.
Yesterday there was an accident down by the river. If it were not for the
quick thinking of a few, a tragedy might have occurred. We thank God,
whatever god may be for you, that everyone is able to leave Olympia safe and
sound. This incident reminds me of favourite movie of mine. It is about a man
who is on the verge of committing suicide because he thinks he has been a
failure all his life. Just as he plunges into the icy waters of the river below, his
guardian angel comes from the heavens and saves him, then grants him the
chance to see what life would have been for others if he had never been born.
He sees through this experience that many others' lives would have been worse
had he never existed. He realizes that although he is not rich in money, he is not
a failure. "No man is a failure, who has friends" is the closing statement of this
movie. Olympism is the same. You may feel when you are back in your country
that your efforts in spreading the Olympic ideals are insignificant. But if you
touch just one person's life and make a change, you have made a positive
change for many.
Time can never turn back and when we walk away from here, these past two
weeks will be a memory. So I ask you now to all join hands, to help imprint this
15 second memory and feeling in your minds forever. Look around you and see
those facts. They may not be the same colour, size or shape as yours. But
whenever you go, whatever continent, you know there will be a smiling face
there for you.
Remember smiling, be kind to others, be bold, be confident, and go after
what you want. Fellow participants, carry on this Olympic spirit!
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Address
by Prof. Shin-Pyo KANG (KOR)
on behalf of the lecturers

It is a great honour for me to be invited to the IOA twice, and a great
pleasure and inspiration to be here once again in Olympia.
The 39th International Session of the International Olympic Academy for
Young Participants is now drawing to a close. During the last two weeks, the
participants from all over the world have experienced and exchanged what
Olympism is and can do for world peace in the global age. Our meetings, which
started out in the Acropolis, Athens and moved on to the sanctuaries of Delphi,
Ancient Olympia, and the International Olympic Academy, have enabled us to
see, experience and reflect upon many things about the past and present of
Olympism.
The ancient Greek civilization has embodied harmony since its beginning,
and has tried very hard to systematically develop the mind and body of human
beings in equilibrium. I believe that the Modern Olympic Games, which were
founded by Pierre de Coubertin, constitute the rediscovery of the spirit of the
ancient Greeks.
Here, I would like to call your attention to Coubertin's motto "See Afar, Speak
Frankly, Act Firmly". It can be said that "adhering to the rules of the games, the
spirit of fair play, and performing to the best of one's capabilities" are the ultimate
ethical criteria to be incorporated into the education of the youth of today.
The Olympic Games is the festival for the world, where young people from
different cultural backgrounds come together to interact through the common
language of sports, and try to understand and tolerate each other on the global
stage. The Games will continue to act as an important stage of uniting
the various people and cultures of different countries into one in the upcoming
21st century.
We will all be returning to each of our countries. I hope you will go back
and serve as Ambassadors of Olympism and continue to contribute to the
promotion of the Olympic Movement.
On behalf of my fellow lecturers, I would like to thank the Hellenic Olympic
Committee, the IOA, its president Mr Nikos Filaretos, its dean Dr Kostas
Georgiadis and the staff of the IOA for their efforts and assistance.
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Presentation of diplomas to the participants.

The IOA president and dean during the closing ceremony.
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IOA President, Mr Nikos Filaretos, and the Vice-president, Mr George Moissidis,
at the Session.

Some of the lecturers (from left to right): Dr Holger Preuss, Dr Naofumi
Masumoto, Mr Jean Durry, Mr Kevin Whitney, Dr Shin-pyo Kang and Dr Norbert
Mutter,
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Abbreviations used
AFRICA
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Republic of the Congo
Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Cote d'Ivoire
Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Equatorial Guinea
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
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ALG
ANG
BEN
BOT
BUR
BDI
CMR
CPV
CAF
CHA
COM
CGO
COD
CIV
DJI
EGY
ETH
GAB
GAM
GHA
GUI
GBS
GEQ
KEN
LES
LBR
LBA
MAD
MAW
MLI
MTN
MRI
MAR
MOZ
NAM
NIG
NGR
RWA

Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
United Republic of Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

STP
SEN
SEY
SLE
SOM
RSA
SUD
SWZ
TAN
TOG
TUN
UGA
ZAM
ZIM

AMERICA
Antigua and Barbuda
Netherlands Antilles
Argentina
Aruba
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Bermuda
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Cayman Islands
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana

ANT
AHO
ARG
ARU
BAH
BAR
BIZ
BER
BOL
BRA
CAN
CAY
CHI
COL
CRC
CUB
DMA
DOM
ECU
ESA
GRN
GUA
GUY

Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Virgin Islands
British Virgin Islands

HAI
HON
JAM
MEX
NCA
PAN
PAR
PER
PUR
SKN
LCA

ASIA

AFG
BRN
BAN
BHU
BRU
CAM
CHN
TPE

Afghanistan
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
People's Republic of China
Chinese Taipei
Democratic People's
Republic of Korea
Hong Kong, China
India
Indonesia
Islamic Republic of Iran
Iraq
Japan
Jordan
Kazakstán
Korea
Kuwait

VIN
SUR
TRI
USA
URU
VEN
ISV
IVB

PRK
HKG
IND
INA
IRI
IRQ
JPN
JOR
KAZ
KOR
KUW

Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic
Republic
Lebanon
Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
Oman
Pakistan
Palestine
Philippines
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Singapour
Sri Lanka
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
Turkmenistan
United Arab Emirates
Uzbekistan
Vietnam
Yemen

KGZ
LAO
LIB
MAS
MDV
MGL
MYA
NEP
OMA
PAK
PLE
PHI
QAT
KSA
SIN
SRI
SYR
TJK
THA
TKM
UAE
UZB
VIE
YEM

EUROPE
Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland

ALB
AND
ARM
AUT
AZE
BLR
BEL
BIH
BUL
CRO
CYP
CZE
DEN
EST
FIN
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Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia
France
Georgia
Germany
Great Britain
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Republic of Moldova
Monaco
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russian Federation
San Marino
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
Yugoslavia

MKD
FRA
GEO
GER
GBR
GRE
HUN
ISL
IRL
ISR
ITA
LAT
LIE
LTU
LUX
MLT
MDA
MON
NED
NOR
POL
POR
ROM
RUS
SMR
SVK
SLO
ESP
SWE
SUI
TUR
UKR
YUG

OCEANIA
AUSTRALIA

Cook Islands
Fiji
Guam
Federated States of Micronesia
Nauru
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COK
FIJ
GUM
FSM
NRU

New Zealand
Palau
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
Tonga
Vanuatu
Samoa
American Samoa

NZL
PLW
PNG
SOL
TGA
VAN
SAM
ASA
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78, rue Olivier-de-Serres
75739 Paris - Cedex 15
FRANCE

Mr Bob ELPHINSTON
General Manager, Sport
SOCOG 2000

SOCOG
235 Jones Str. Ultimo 2007
NSW, AUSTRALIA

Mr Nikos FILARETOS
IOA President
IOC Member in Greece
Chairman of the IOC Commission
for the IOA and Olympic Education

International Olympic Academy
52, Dimitrios Vikelas Avenue,
152 33 Halandri,
GREECE

Prof. Hélène GLIKATZI-ARWHEILLER
President of the European
Frynihou 9,
Cultural Centre of Delphi and
105 58 Athens
of the European University
GREECE
Mrs Nicole GIRARD-SAVOY
Olympic Solidarity Chief Projects
Manager

10, Avenue de la Gare
C.P. 1374 - 1001 Lausanne
SWITZERLAND
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Prof. Shin-Pyo KANG
Professor of Anthropology
and Sociology Inje
University

INJE University
Kimhae 621-749
KOREA
husokang@ijnc.inje.ac.kr

Prof. Naofumi MASUMOTO
Tokyo Metropolitan University
School of Science
Department of Kinesiology

1-1. Minami-Ohsawa, Hachioji-Shi,
Tokyo 192-0397
JAPAN
masumoto_naofumi@c.metro-u.ac.jp

Prof. Norbert MÜLLER
Professor at the University of Mainz
Member of the IOC Commission
for the IOA and Olympic Education

Lion-Feuchtwanger Str. 47
55129 Mainz
GERMANY

Prof. Jim PARRY
Head of the Department
of Philosophy
at the University of Leeds

School of Philosophy
University of Leeds
Leeds LS2 9JT
UK
s.j.parry@leeds.ac.uk

Dr Holger PREUSS
Faculty of Sport Sciences,
Department of Sport History/
Sociology, University of Mainz

Lipper Kamp 12,
49078 Osnabrueck
GERMANY
preuss@mail.uni-mainz.de

Prof. Dr Vladimir RODICHENKO
Vice-Président of the Russian NOC

8, Luzhnetskaya nab., 119871
Moscow
RUSSIA

Dr Théophile TOUBA
Ministre for Higher Education
and Scientific and Technological
Research. Professor of Linguistics
and Onomastics. University of Bangui
President of the NOC of the
Central African Republic

CNOSCA
Boîte Postale 1541
Bangui
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Prof. Nikos YALOURIS
Former General Director of
Antiquities of the Ministry of Culture
Honorary Vice-president of the
International Olympic Academy

International Olympic Academy
52, Dimitrios Vikelas Avenue,
152 33 Halandri, GREECE
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COORDINATORS

Mrs Yesim ALBAYRAK
Physical Education Teacher
Ph.D. Research Student

Atatürk cad.
Asian Kaptan sok. No: 3/23
81080 Erenköy,
Istanbul, TURKEY
melekyesim@hotmail.com

Mrs Penelope AMELIDOU

114 Lavriou St.,
142 35 Nea Ionia
Athens - GREECE
penelopeamel@hotmail.com

Mrs Elly ANDRIOPOULOU
Quality Officer,
Citibank N.A.

62, Sevastoupoleos Street
115 26 Athens
GREECE
ellyandriopoulou@hotmail.com

Mrs Panagiota APOSTOLOPOULOU

63, Meg. Alexandrou
104 35 Athens
GREECE

Mrs Laurel BRASSEY IVERSEN
Head Women's Volleyball Coach
President IOAPA

Johnson Center, UNM,
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131,
USA
iversen@unm.edu
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Mr Ian BRITTAIN
Research student

Buckinghamshire Chilterns
University College
P.O. Box 674
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire
HP13 5BU
UK
ibritt01@bcuc.ac.uk

Mr Jörg BROKAMP
Attorney at Law
Deputy General Secretary
of the German
Shooting Federation

German Shooting Federation
C/o Jörg BROKAMP
Lanstrasse 120
D- 65195 Wiesbaden
GERMANY
brokamp@schuetzenbund.de
jjbrokamp@aol.com

Mrs Christine DE VOS
Olympic Committee
of Belgium marketing

Avenue de Broqueville 281/7
B-1200 Bruxelles
BELGIUM
cri.cri01@infonie.be

Mrs Ageliki DIKI-YANNOULAKI
Dance Director

11 Pindou Str.,
152 35 Vrilissia
Athens - GREECE

Ms Kishani JAYASINGHE
Law student

23, Fawe Park Road
Putney, London
SW15 2EB
UK
kishanij@ hotmail.com

Mr Kelvin Arthur JOHNSON
Office of the Secretary General,
Athletics South Africa

New Johannesburg Stadium
124 Van Beeck Street
Doornfontein (RSA)
2028
SOUTH AFRICA
kelvinj@athleticssa.co.za

Mrs Jenny KAPETANIOU

16, Ag. Paraskevis Street
135 62 Agioi Anargiroi
Athens - GREECE
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Mrs Fotini KARAMANLAKIS

International Olympic Academy
52, Dimitrios Vikelas Avenue,
152 33 Halandri, GREECE ioawww@ath.forthnet.gr

Mrs Maria-Zoi KONTOU
P. E. Teacher
Ph.D. Research student
Aristoteles University of Thessaloniki

68, Ethnikis Antistasis Street 551
33 Kalamaria
Thessaloniki - GREECE
zoe-oa@otenet.gr

Mr Carlos MANZUR
Colon 526 y Boyaca,
President of the N.O.A. of Ecuador
P.O. Box 6366
Attorney at Law
Guayaquil - ECUADOR
Criminal Law Professor at the Catholic cmanzur@telconet.net
University of Guayaquil
Director of Meridiano (Newspaper)
Mrs Jan PATERSON
Director, Education Trust
British Olympic Association

1 Wandsworth Plain
London SW18 1EH
GREAT BRITAIN

Mrs Angela PEARSON
Ph.D. Research student

84, Broad Street, Earls Barton,
Northampton, NN6 0ND
GREAT BRITAIN
apearson@chelt.ac.uk

Mrs Youla PIPILIS
Shipping Operations Mgr.

14-16, Dimitros Street
175 62 Palaio Faliro - GREECE
ypimza®otenet.gr

Mr Pedro Luis RIVERO MACIAS
Adviser to the Venezuelan Olympic
Committee

Calle San Rafael Resd.
El Cuji Nro. 17
Cabudare, Edo. Lara
VENEZUELA
cplmacias@telcel.net.ve

Mr Benoit SEGUIN
Lecturer
School of Sports Management

Laurentian University
School of Sports Administration (SPAD)
Subdury, Ontario
P3E 2C6 CANADA
bseguin@nicke.laurentian.ca
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Dr Eleni THEODORAKI
Lecturer in Sports Management

Dept. of Physical Education
Sports Science and Recreation
Management
Loughborough University
Epinal Way, Loughborough,
LE11 3TU
UK
e.theodoraki@lboro.ac.uk

Ms Marianne TJØRNHOM
Norwegian Olympic Committee
and Confederation of Sports

Bergradveien 35A
0873 Oslo
NORWAY
marianne.tjornhom@nif.idrett.no

Mr Cesar R. TORRES
Doctoral candidate

The Pennsylvania State University
College of Health and Human
Development
Department of Kinesiology
267 Recreation hall
University Park, PA 16802-5702
USA
crt6@psu.edu

Cra. 29A # 3-97 Casa 105
Mr Gustavo URIBE
Medellin, COLOMBIA
Textile Engineering student
lavadotec@epm.net.co
Assistant for the Youth and
Education Programme at the Olympic
Youth Camp - 1996 Olympic Games
Mr George VASSILARAS
International Business Manager,
President HAPIOAS (OMESDOA)

58, Faneromenis Street
155 62 Holargos
GREECE
gvasilaras@hotmail.com

Mr Kevin WHITNEY
Official Artist of the Olympic
Association

286 Ladbroke Grove
London W10 5LP
UK
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PARTICIPANTS

ALBANIA

M. Leonard TREBICKA
Ms. Ejlira HUQI

St. Kristo Isak, L.4, No. 16
Korce, Albania
St. Reshit Petrela 51/1, L 4
Tirana, Albania

ANGOLA

Mr. Domingos Pedro PASCOAL

Bairro de Kinanga

Ms. Nair ALMEIDA

Beco VIII, casa no. 10-E
C.P. 2813
Luanda, Angola
Pascoal33@hotmail.com
C/O N.O.C. of Angola
Cidadela Desportiva
B.P. 3814 Luanda
Angola

ALGERIA

Mme Lynda MEKACHER

Cite Olympique du 5 juillet
B. P. 74, Algeria 16000

ARGENTINA

Ms. Andrea Carolina MARTINEZ FUNEZ Av. Olmos 131-6to piso
C.P. 5000 Cordoba
Argentina
andy_mfunes@ hotmail.com
Mr. Javier LOMBARDO
Colon 412
Dto.A-Piso 7 (5500)
Mendoza,Agentina
javierlombardo@topmail.com.ar
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ARMENIA

Ms. Arevik GHARIBYAN

Nar-Dos street 45
Yerevan city
Armenia

AUSTRALIA

Ms. Megan LENNAN

Mr. Lachlan BEGG

13 Munilla Avenue
Fairview Park, SA 5126
Australia
mooza@hello.net.au
16/12 Woodstock Ave
Taringa Old. 4068
Australia
lachlanbegg@aoc.org.au

AUSTRIA

Mr. Markus PICHLER

Ms. Gudrun GUENTHER

Mr. Peter ROHRBACHER

Mandellstr. 21
Graz 8010
Austria
pichler.markus@netway.at
Hahneckstr. 6
A-5700 Zell am See
Austria
gudi@unforgettable.com
Sommerergasse 15/2
1130 Vienna, Austria

BARBADOS

Mr. Andrew CALLENDER

Grazettes Terrace
St. Michael
Barbados
sweatcanon@hotmail.com

BRAZIL

Ms. Arianne CARVALHEDO REIS
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Est. da Gavea 611
BL. 01 Apt 2003
Rio De Janeiro-RJ
22610-000 Brazil
annereis@trip.com.br

Mr. Nelson TODT

Cel Neves 20
Ap. 302 Porto Alegre
Rio Grande do Sul
CEP 90870-280 Brazil
todt@zaz.com.br
relacional@yahoo.com

BULGARIA

Mr. Nicola HAYVEROV

"Drujba" I bl. 58 et. 8 ar.64, en.4
Sofia, Bulgaria

BURUNDI

M. Ferdinand NTABIHARI

c/o N.O.C. of Burundi
B. P. 6247,
Bujumbura, Burundi
philippe@cbinf.com

CANADA

Mme Michelle PLATT

Mr. Stephane HACHEY

2403 Usher Rd. N. W.
Calgary, Alberta T2N 4E2
Canada
m-platt@hotmail.com
230 Ste-Adele
BATHURST, NB
E2A 3G7
Canada
stephac@nb.sympatico.ca

CAPE VERDE

Mme Ana Cristina PIRES FERREIRA

Mme Maria Filipa FERNANDES
REZENDE

c/o N.O.C. of Cape Verde
Rua da UCCLA,
Achada de Santo Antonio
P.O. Box 92 A
Praia, Cape Verde
c/o N.O.C. of Cape Verde
Rua da UCCLA,
Achada de Santo Antonio
P.O. Box 92 A
Praia, Cape Verde
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CHINA

Ms. Xueying SONG

Mr. Jianyong YU

C/O N.O.C. of China
9 Tiyuguan Road
Beijing 100763
China
C/O N.O.C. of China
9 Tiyuguan Road
Beijing 100763
China
jjs@sport.gov.cn

COLOMBIA

Mr. Juan Carlos GARCIA

Av. 9 * 139-47 Int. 15
Bogota, Colombia, S.A.
ju_ga@yahoo.com

Democratic Republic of the CONGO
c/o C.N.O. du Congo
M. Tiger Tshibangu KATSHOPA
10, Rue Dima, Commune de Kinshasa
B.P. 3186 Kinshasa-Gombe
République Démocratique du Congo
M. Franka OPELE
c/o C.N.O. du Congo
10, Rue Dima, Commune de Kinshasa
B.P. 3186 Kinshasa-Gombe,
République Démocratique du Congo
Mme. Kongi LIMEBI
c/o C.N.O. du Congo
10, Rue Dima, Commune de Kinshasa
B.P. 3186 Kinshasa-Gombe
République Démocratique du Congo
CYPRUS

Ms. Eleni KAZAFANIOTOU

Mr. Socratis KTISTIS

Cyprus Sport Organisation
P.O. Box 24804
1304 Nicosia, Cyprus
papacostas.koa@cytanet.com.cy
9 Odysseos str.
Kato Lakatamia
Nicosia, Cyprus

CZECH REPUBLIC

Ms. Gabriela HANZLOVÁ

264

Jana Žižky 8
466 06 Jablonec, Czech Republic
xghanzlova@ftvs.cuni.cz

Mr. Jakub VALEK

Praskova 9 77200
Olomouc, Czech Republic
valek@ftknw.upol.cz

DENMARK

Ms. Sofie EJLERSEN

Mr. Tommas AMSTRUP

Mr. Henrik LARSEN

Hermodsvej 23,
8800 Viborg, Denmark
soffen24@hotmail.corn
Nansensgade 21
2.t.h. 5000 Odense, Denmark
tommasa@hotmail.com
Sollerodgade 47
3.tv 2200 Copenhagen, Denmark
dk henrik@hotmail.com

ECUADOR

Mr. Washington Ramsses TORRES
ESPINOZA

Ms. Liza PORTALANZA

Convension de 1884 No.104
Guaranda, Ecuador
comite@coe.ecx.ec
olimpic1@coe.org.ec C/O
N.O.C. of Ecuador
Casilla 09-01-10619
Avenida de las Americas
Explanada del Estadio Modelo
Guayaquil, Ecuador
nenella36@yahoo.com

EGYPT

Mr. Ahmed Talat Mohamed RABIA

c/o N.O.C. of Egypt
B. P. 2055
Rue El Estade El Bahary Street
Nasr City, Cairo, Egypt

EL SALVADOR

Mme Aura AMAYA COBAR

Mr. Enrique TRABANINO

Av. Bernal,
Col. Metropolis Sur II, No.4-B, S.S.
El Salvador
amayac@vianet.com.sv
Col. Maquilishuat C.
La Jacaranda No. 30 S.S.
El Salvador
gymesa@sal.gbm.net
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ESTONIA

Ms. Ulvi SARAPUU
Mr. Janek VETIK

Ringtee 3-45 Tartumaa
Torvandi 61701, Estonia
Tartu 47 Rakvere,
Estonia

FINLAND

Ms. Saija KONTULAINEN

Mr. Pekka REPONEN

Pinninkatu 32 a 19
33100 Tampere
Finland
e-mail:saija.kontulainen@uta.fi
Lintulammenkatu 11 Ap. 4
04250 Kerava, Finland
pekkareponen@hotmail.com

FRANCE

Mme Valérie TERRIEN
Mme Virginie MAINOU

M. Fabrice BOURGOIN

25 place Georges Pompidou
92300 Levallois-Perret, France
19 av. Du Puymorens
66760 La Tour De Carol
France
37, rue Jean Moulin
03430 Cosne d'Allier, France
fabrice_bourgoin@yahoo.fr

FYROM

Ms. Irena ANDREEVSKA

Mr. Zoran POPOVSKI

Bui "Jane Sandanski" 64/1-7
91000 Skopje
Fyrom
Bui "Jane Sandanski" 12/1-12
91000 Skopje
Fyrom
popzoran@yahoo.com

GEORGIA

Mr. David GERSAMIA
Ms. Nana NIKOLAISHVILI
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42 Saburtalo str.
Tbilisi, Georgia
35 Dzothendze st.
Tbilisi, Georgia

GERMANY

Ms. Anka KRIEGER

Mr. Bj0rn RIEBEL

Mr. Christof ORTLIEB

St. Moritzstr. 4
86759 Wechingen
Germany
anka.krieger@uni-wuerzburg.de
Coppistr. 58,
Leipzig 04157
Germany
spo96ddg@studserv.uni-leipzig.de
Spinnereistr. 16
D-91052 Erlangen
Germany
cortlieb@sport.uni-erlangen.de

GREECE

Ms. Ariadne NERKIZOGLOU

Mr. Zinon PAPAKONSTANTINOU

Ms. Evi SALEPI
Mr. Frixos RAIDOS
Ms. Artemis KOKKINARA-BOUTOU
Mr. Fotis TZAVARAS

3, Igias st.
152 33 Halandri-Athens, Greece
anerkiz@hotmail.com
Department of History
University of Washington
315 Smith Hall
Seattle, WA 98195-3560 USA
zpapak@hotmail.com
Agios Serafim Lokridos 35009
Fthiotida, Greece
100, Georg. Zografou st.
Athens, Greece
8, Konstantinoupoleos st.
155 62 Holargos, Greece
33, Kritonos st.
Glyfada 11674, Greece

GREAT BRITAIN

Mr. Nicholas DODDS

Mr. Rowland JACK

32 Admirals Way Hethersett
Norwich NR9 3AQ Great
Britain
nicholasdodds@onet.co.uk
11 Mayton Street
London N7 6QP
Great Britain
rowlandj@lottery.sports.gov.uk
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Ms. Katy BODENHAM

1 Wandsworth Plain
London SW18 1EH Great
Britain
kate.bodenham@boa.org.uk

GUAM

Mrs. Tara N. PEREZ-STEFFY

Mr. Eugene M. JONE

210 FC Flores St.
Hagatna, Guam 96932
taraps@hotmail.com
P.O. Box 1569
Hagatna, GU 96932
gene@gnoc.com

GUATEMALA

Ms. Aimee HOLLSTEGGE

Mr. Raul Eduardo ANGUIANO
ARAUJO

5 calle 22-49, Zona 11
Villas de Miraflores
01011 Ciudad de Guatemala
Guatemala C.A.
haimee26@hotmail.com
Arrazola I, Lote 90, Km. 17.8 Carr.
a el SALVADOR
Guatemala C.A.
raul_anguiano@mixmail.com

HAITI

Mme Gaily AMAZAN

#3, rte Canape-Vert
P-A-P, Haiti
gally.amazan@dfait-maeci.gc.ca
sylgami@ hotmail.com

HONG KONG

Mr. Maverick HUNG Ka-Mo

Mr. Michael TSE
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D1852, Kwun Lung Lau
Kennedy Town
Hong Kong
maverick@espn.com.hk
156 Tai Hang road
2A Lincoln Court
Hong Kong
matsega@hotmail.com

HUNGARY

Mr. Szabolcs PAL

Ms. Eva BARTA

7 Farkas Tamas
Gyöngyös 3200
Hungary
26 Janos Joo,
Eger 3300, Hungary

INDIA

Mr. Ram Prakash SINGH
Regional Sports Officer

I.O.C.
Mrs. Pilar RIVIERE

Mr. David RODRIGUEZ

Ms. Claire MEDRI

Mr. Christophe CHENAUX

Ms. Silvia LUCCIARINI

K.D. Singh "BABU" Stadium,
Luckmow, U.P. 226001
India

c/o International Olympic Committee
Château de Vidy
C.P. 356, 1007 Lausanne
Switzerland
pilar.riviere@olympic.org
c/o International Olympic Committee
Château de Vidy
C.P. 356, 1007 Lausanne
Switzerland
c/o Olympic and Olympic
Studies Centre
1, Quai d' Ouchy
100 Lausanne
Switzerland
claire.medri@olympic.org
c/o Olympic and Olympic
Studies Centre
1, Quai d' Ouchy
100 Lausanne
Switzerland
cristophe.chenaux@olympic.org
c/o Olympic Solidarity
10, Avenue de la Gare
C.P. 1374
1001 Lausanne
Switzerland
silvia.lucciarini@olympic.org
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Mr. Santiago CAMPO

c/o Olympic Solidarity
10, Avenue de la Gare
C.P. 1374
1001 Lausanne
Switzerland
santiago.campo@olympic.org

IRAN

Mrs. Monirossadat MOUSAVI ZADEH
DAFSARI

Mr. Farzad GHAFORI

No. 64 Molavi Alley
Daneshvaran lane
Azady Street
Tehran - Iran
hassanlatifi@hotmail.com
P.O. Box 14155-7341
Tehran, Iran
ghafou-f@netlcs.modares.ac.ir

ISRAEL

Mr. Ofer BEN-ZVI General
Secretary, Israel Judo
Association B.P.T. Ms. Merav
OLEJNIK

Havatzelet 4
Petach - Tikva 49212
Israel
Ein-Vered 40696
Israel
olejnik@wincol.macam98.ac.il

ITALY

Mr. Cristiano LIBERI

Ms. Elena CAMELLINI

Ms. Alessandra LORA

C/O N.O.C. of Italy
Foro Itálico
Roma 00194
Italy
Via A. Volta, 2 - 33010
Reana Del Rojale
Italy
Via Buonarroti, 1
36051 Creazzo (VI)
Italy

JAPAN

Mr. Hisashi YAMAMICHI
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2-34-20 Nerima Nerima-Ku
Tokyo, Japan

Ms. Aki IWAMA

1-1811 Takashima
Tempaku-ku Nagoya
Japan 468-0022
baby-p@msf.biglobe.ne.jp

JORDAN

Mr. Ali OBEIDAT

C/O N.O.C. of Jordan
P.O. Box 19258
Amman, Jordan

KENYA

Mr. Erick K. O. OWUOR
Mr. Jackson MWAWAZA
Ms. Nelius KAMAU

P.O. Box 83714
Mombasa, Kenya
P.O. Box 48400
Nairobi, Kenya
Nairobi Primary School
P.O. Box 30053
Nairobi, Kenya
meanend@2000.com
skmuhuri@hotmail.com

KOREA

Ms. Hae Sung (Kelly) PARK

Mr. Chul Keun PARK

Mr. Hyeong Cheol SEO MUN

Shinik 1 - cha Apt. 102-802
408 Shinpyung-2dong
Saha-ku
Pusan 604-032, Korea
kellyprk@unitel.co.kr
Korean Olympic Committee
Olympic Center
#88 Oryun-dong
Songpa-ku
Seoul, Korea
p91010@hanmail.net
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
82-1 Sejong-ro.
Jongro-ku 110 - No3
Seoul, Korea

LIBERIA

Mrs. Fatu LOGAN

C/O N.O.C. of Liberia
P.O. Box 6242
1000 Monrovia 10, Liberia
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Mr. John KARNGA

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
Mr. Salem BARSHUSHI

Mr. Ashref IRHUMA

LITHUANIA
Mr. Dainius ŠAUČIKOVAS

Ms. Inga SMALINSKAITE

C/O N.O.C. of Liberia
P.O. Box 6242 1000
Monrovia 10
Liberia

P.O. Box 879
Tripoli
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Royal Flight Academy
Jordan

Str. Vilniaus 15-26
Šiauliai 5412
Lithuania
V. Druskio 9-88
Vilnius 2050, Lithuania
ingas@cheerful.com

LUXEMBOURG

M. Claude BOUSCHET

MADAGASCAR
Mme Landy RATSIMBAZAFY

103 Rue de l'Usine
L-4490 Belvaux, Luxembourg
clbousch@ltnb.lu

LOT IVG 24 Ankaditapaka
Ankadifotsy
101 Antananarivo
Madagascar
landyr@simicro.mg

MALAWI

Mr. Gresham KAKOMBO

Ms. Mercy MALAPA
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H.H.I. School P.O.
Box 413
Blantyre, Malawi
Lilongwe L.Ë.A School
P.O. Box 735
Lilongwe, Malawi

MALAYSIA
Ms. Shamala SUBRAMANIAM

Mr. Logenthiran C.P. SINGAM

No. 10 USJ 13/3F
Taman Seafield Jaya
47630 Petaling Jaya
Malaysia
fluf@pd.jaring.my
No. 4 Jalan 14/11
46100 Petaling Jaya
Selangor, Malaysia
logen5@pc.jaring.my

MALTA

Mr. Keith BARTOLO

Ms. Fleur BIANCHI

"Nid d'Amour"
Gunglien Street
Qormi QRM 02
Malta
Cedars Flat 1
Our Lady of Sorrons str.
Pieta MSD 07
Malta

MAURITIUS

Ms. Asha LOLLJEE
Mr. Roshan SEETOHUL

153 Grannum road
Vacoas, Mauritius
Lees Street
Curepipe, Mauritius
r.seetohul@eudoramail.com

MEXICO

Mr. Eduardo QUINTÍN

Mme. Nivia DIAZ

Guunabara
# 310-2
Col Hogur y Securidad
MEXICO D.F.
C.P. 02820
c/o C.N.O. du Mexico
c.p. 11200
Avda. Del Conscripto y Anillo
Periférico S/N
Col. Lomas de Sotelo
Del. Miguel Hidalgo
MÉXICO 11200, D.F.
nutnike@hotmail.com
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MONGOLIA

Mr. Byambaa TSAGAANBAATAR

C/O N.O.C. of Mongolia
Baga Toiruu 55
Ulaanbaatar 210648
Mongolia
ts_hero@hotmail.com

NAURU

Mr. Trent DABWIDO

C/O N.O.C. of Nauru
P.O. Box 7
Nauru, Central Pacific
noc@cenpac.net.nr

NETHERLANDS

Mr. Ronny SPRUIT

Mr. Harry BIEMANS

Ms. Fabienne VAN LEEUWEN

Andantestraat 22
5802 GE Venray
Netherlands
Waspikseweg 27
5109 PE s-Gravenmoer
Netherlands
hbiemans@hotmail.com
Witte Vrouwensingel 50
3572 CA Utrecht
Netherlands
fabvanleeuwen@hotmail.com

NEW ZEALAND

Ms. Sarah HERRICK

P.O. Box 6146
Wellington
New Zealand
sarah@nzequestrian.org.nz

NORWAY

Mr. Rune Johan KRUMSVIK

Mr. Tore SKASLIEN
Teacher in sport education
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Steinbakken 10 A
Volda,
Norway
rkr@hivolda.no
Ø. TUNV. 20
7340 OPPDAL
Norway
tskaslie@online.no

Ms. Marianne EIKELAND

H. Haarfagresv. 21
1412 SOFIEMYR
Norway
Marianne.Eikeland@nif.idrett.no

PERU

Ms. Pilar BELLIDO

Mr. Javier VERME

Mr. Yair NATHAN

Calle Garezon 114
Urb Aurora - Miraflores
Peru
carmen7@amauta.rcp.net.pe
Los Albaricoques 124
La Molina, Peru
losverme@hotmail.com
Augusto Bolognezi 165
San Isidro, Lima 27
Peru

POLAND

Mr. Przemyslaw PIECZYNSKI

Ms. Barbara PEDRASZEWSKÀ

W. Oginskiego 10 B/8
Gorzów, Wielkopolski
Poland
Marymoncka street 34 AWF
D.S.F. p. 32 00-968
Warszawa, Poland

PORTUGAL

Mr.Luis Filipe SANTANA JULIO

Mr. Vitor FERREIRA

Mme Paula CAMPOS

Estrada Real 35
Pombalinho 2150 S.T.P.
Portugal
luisjulio@mail.telepac.pt
Av. Liberdade de 362-4 .
4710 Braga Portugal
Av. Industria Textil,
4780 Vila de Negrelos
Portugal
toquinhas@ hotmail.com

PUERTO RICO

Mr. Patricio CHUTNEY
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