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“IN MY 21 YEARS OF PRESIDENCY, I HAVE ATTENDED
17 OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY
FOR YOUNG PARTICIPANTS.
THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT IS AN EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT,
WHOSE ACTIVITIES ARE ORIENTED TOWARDS
THE YOUTH OF THE WORLD.
IT IS THEREFORE THE DUTY OF THE IOC PRESIDENT TO ENCOURAGE,
PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THE EDUCATIONAL ASPECTS OF OLYMPISM,
WHICH ARE A COMBINATION OF SPORT AND CULTURE."

Quotation from the
address by the IOC President at the
opening of the 41st Session
of the International Olympic Academy.
Pnyx, 20 June 2001
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FOREWORD

The 41st International Session for Young Participants was held from 19th June
to 4th July 2001. The Session's special subject was Olympic Games: An Overview of
the Sydney Olympic Games and "Athens 2004." The IOC President Mr Juan
Antonio SAMARANCH was present at the Opening Ceremony of the Session. In his
21-year-tenure of the High Office of the Olympic Movement, Mr SAMARANCH
took part in 17 Opening Ceremonies of the International Session for Young
Participants of the International Olympic Academy (IOA), held annually. After
"a brilliant and productive performance of his duties for 21 years," as the IOA
President Mr Nikos FILARETOS pointed out in his address, and in less than a
month, Mr SAMARANCH was to give up the IOC Presidency a month after the
Ceremony, during the IOC Session in Moscow.
The Hellenic Olympic Committee and the International Olympic Academy
honoured Mr SAMARANCH for his concern for and support to the International
Olympic Academy, as well as for the encouragement and development of the
educational aspects of Olympism. The relevant memorabilia were presented by
the President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU, on
behalf of the HOC, and the IOA President Mr Nikos FILARETOS, on behalf of the
International Olympic Academy.
There followed the award of the Olympic Order to Mr George MOISSIDIS
by IOC President Mr Juan Antonio SAMARANCH. Mr George MOISSIDIS is a
lover of sport and distinguished member of the Greek Climbing and
Skiing Federation. Since 1953, he has been a member of the Hellenic Olympic
Committee and the Ephoria of the IOA, where he has also held the office of VicePrésident.
A special distinction was awarded to the IOA President Mr Nikos FILARETOS
on 31st August 2001 in recognition of his 27-year-long contribution, as a volunteer,
to the development of the Mediterranean Sport and the propagation of Olympic
Education on an international level. The President of the French Republic
Mr Jacques CHIRAC awarded to Mr FILARETOS the Order of Night of the Legion
of Honour. Mr FILARETOS was presented with the award by the President
of the International Committee of the Mediterranean Games Mr Claude COLLARD
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during the opening of the General Assembly of the International Committee
of the Mediterranean Games in Tunis on 31st August.
During the Opening Ceremony on the Hill of the Pnyx, the Greek Undersecretary for Sport Mr Georgios FLORIDIS, the Mayor of Athens Mr Dimitris
AVRAMOPOULOS and the President of the International Paralympic Committee
Mr Robert STEADWARD — the latter representing the Lecturers of the Session addressed the Participants.
The President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee and IOC Member Mr Lambis
NIKOLAOU declared the 41st International Session for Young Participants opened
on 20th June 2001.
One hundred and sixty-two Participants (79 women and 83 men), 13 Lecturers,
23 Guests and 30 Co-ordinators, i.e. a total of 228 persons from 84 countries, took
part in the Session.
78.8% of the Participants in the Session were University graduates, while
18% among them had already done or were at the time doing post-graduate
studies, which is indicative of the high level of the works of the Session. Nevertheless, quite a few of the Participants admit that, before taking part in the Session,
they knew very little about the Olympic Movement, which means that some
National Olympic Academies do not train their Participants adequately. It is an
issue to which special attention must be paid by those in charge of the National
Olympic Academies.
All Participants expressed great interest in the works of the Session. The
presentations were for the most part outstanding. Special reference should
be made to the presentations by the Greek Foreign Minister Mr George
PAPANDREOU, Mr Jacques ROGGE, who was elected IOC President a month
later at the Moscow Session, and the Greek Secretary General for the Olympic
Games of the Ministry of Culture Dr Konstantinos KARTALIS.
Participants were also fascinated by the presentations on Doping, Olympic
Education in Sydney, Olympic Solidarity, Volunteers in the Olympic Games and
the Women's Participation in the Games.
The wide-ranging program of the Session and the various activities included
in it, such as the discussion groups, the social evenings, the cultural events, the
dance lessons, the painting, sculpture and poetry workshops, the projections of
films on the Olympic Games, the sports activities and the educational workshops
on the Internet and Olympic Education make the Session a unique learning
experience for Students, but also for Lecturers and Guests alike. More information
on the above-mentioned activities is included in the present Yearbook in the
reports of the Co-ordinators in charge of the various discussions groups and
workshops.
The live transmission of all IOA Sessions on the Internet for the second year
is a special challenge and one of the most successful innovations introduced in
recent years. The experience the group of students learning how to use the
Internet had — in which participated for the first time young men and women from
various regions of our planet — was also very positive. The Co-ordinator of the
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group Mr Ian BRITTAIN co-ordinated the discussion between the participants
on the Internet from Ancient Olympia. The Participants in that group discussed
the same questions on the Olympic Movement as the Participants in the discussion
groups who were present at the IOA premises.
This year, like all previous years, a number of Sessions on sports and education were organised at the IOA premises by various International and National
Institutions (see list of activities).
The 9th Post-graduate Seminar on Olympic Studies, held at the IOA premises
from 5th May to 15th June 2001, stands out among all of them.
Thirty select students (11 men and 19 women) from 23 countries participated
in the Seminar. It was the first time students from Slovenia, Romania, Puerto
Rico, FYROM and Ecuador participated in it. Some really outstanding professors
supervised the Seminar's high level projects: Dr Wolfgang DECKER (GER),
Dr Evangelos ALBANIDIS (GRE), Mr David WALLECHINSKY (USA), Dr Kostas
GEORGIADIS (GRE), Dr Norbert MÜLLER (GER), Dr Wojciech LIPONSKY (POL),
Dr John MACALOON (USA), Dr Angela SCHNEIDER (CAN), Dr Bruce KIDD (CAN)
and Dr John DALY (AUS).
Students were also given a guided tour in the archaeological site of Nemea
by the person in charge of the excavations there Dr Stephen MILLER (USA). Nine
students participated in the Masters course, organised in collaboration with the
University of Loughborough, and received 30 credits for their participation in the
Seminar.
The 5th Joint International Session for Educators and Officials of Higher
Institutes of Physical Education was held at the IOA premises in Ancient Olympia
from 20th July to 27th July 2001. Professors from Higher Institutes of Physical
Education are trained in Olympic issues in order to contribute to the introduction
of the subject of Olympic Education in their Faculties. Olympic Studies Centres,
founded in Universities, exist already in many countries. Sixty-six Participants
(40 men and 26 women) and 10 Lecturers from 43 countries participated in the
Session. The special subject of the Session was The Greek Olympic and Cultural
Heritage and the Olympic Games of Athens 2004.
The Session's special subject developed in their lectures the following Professors: Ambassador Stavros LAMBRINIDIS (GRE), Dr Charles RUTHERFORD (GBR),
Dr Eleana GIALOURIS (GRE), Dr Lamartine DA COSTA (BRA), Dr Kurt WEISS
(GER), Dr Christina KOULOURIS (GRE), Dr Mimi MURRAY (USA), Dr Sonaibou
GOUDA (BEN) and Dr John CHEFFERS (USA).
The 6th International Session for Presidents of National Olympic Academies
was held at the IOA premises from 29th July to 5th August 2001. Seventy-six
people (60 men and 16 women) from 63 countries took part in it.
The level of the works of the Session (lectures, discussion groups, NOA
officials' presentations) was very high.
The Academy's long-time efforts have begun to yield results. Many National
Olympic Academies have created their own Olympic Programmes. What is more
satisfying though is the fact that more and more young scientists, who have been
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trained at the IOA, are doing research on Olympic Education and are collaborating with the National Olympic Academies.
Lectures on the Session's special subject The Olympic Movement, the Olympic
Games and the Role of the International Olympic Academy and the National
Olympic Academies gave the following outstanding lecturers: Dr Konstantinos
KARTALIS (GRE), Mr Richard W. PALMER (SUI), Mrs Susan CRAWFORD (AUS),
Dr Kostas GEORGIADIS (GRE), Mr Conrado DURANTEZ (ESP), Mr Ian CULPAN
(NZL), Dr Neise ABREU (BRA), Dr Daniel de la CUEVA (ARG), Mrs Angie
RIZAKOS (GRE).
The aim of all IOA Sessions is to enrich Participants' knowledge, to provide
them with new ideas and experiences on Olympic Education and help them make
right whatever wrong views they may hold on the Olympic Movement. IOA
Sessions also encourage Participants to continue with their career, to make use of
the knowledge they acquired as educators and to share their experiences and their
knowledge with the others through lectures, expositions, held in National Olympic
Committees, and articles in newspapers, on the Internet or in TV programmes.
It is worth mentioning that all Participants in the Sessions of the IOA leave
the Academy premises fascinated and convinced that the objectives of their
participation in the Sessions have been attained.
To conclude, I would like to express, once again, our warmest thanks to the
Hellenic Olympic Committee and its President Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU, as well as
to the IOC and its President for the past 21 years Mr Juan Antonio SAMARANCH,
for their continuous support to the efforts of the IOA.
Kostas GEORGIADIS
Dean of the IOA
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LIST OF IOA ACTIVITIES IN 2001

Participants
April
6-7/4
21-24/4
28-29/4

Leontion Institute of Athens (High School)
Pefkochori High School - Chalkidiki Greece
Leontion Institute of Athens (Primary School)

140
80
68

May

4/5
4-6/5
4-7/5
6-7/5
5/5-15/6
9-10/5
10-15/5
29-31/5
June
1-3/6

5-11/6
15-16/6
12-17/6
19/6-4/7

Filekpedeftiki Eteria "Cultural Student Olympiad"
2nd ... Nea Filadelfia - Athens
A' Arsakio Primary School of Thessaloniki
Hellenic Handball Federation
9th INTERNATIONAL POSTGRADUATE
SEMINAR ON OLYMPIC STUDIES
Physical Education Department,
University of Athens
Pedagogical Institute
KETHEA Therapy Centre for Dependent
Individuals "Diavasi"
Non-residential program (morning section)
KETHEA Therapy Centre for Dependent
Individuals "Diavasi"
Non-residential program (evening section)
University of Minesota
Hellenic Basketball Federation
Seminar of CENTRE LILLOIS DE RECHERCHE
EN ANALYSE DU SPORT
41st IOA INTERNATIONAL SESSION
FOR YOUNG PARTICIPANTS

93
59
30
40

43
150
48

27
17
16
250
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July
4-8/7
6-7/7
5-10/7
9/7
10-17/7
20-27/7

27-29/7
29/7-5/8
August
6-10/8 710/8

11-17/8 1924/8
22-27/8
22/8
25-26/8
26/8
September
3-10/9
9-15/9
10-15/9
18-19/9
21-23/9
23-24/9
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DIMITRIS TYPALDOS CHILDREN'S CHOIR
Commercial and Industrial Chambers of Elis
7th IOAPA SESSION
ANDREAS PAPANDREOU FOUNDATION
OLYMPIC YOUTH FESTIVAL
5th JOINT INTERNATIONAL SESSION FOR
EDUCATIONISTS AND OFFICIALS OF HIGHER
INSTITUTES OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Hellenic Amateur Athletic Association
6th INTERNATIONAL SESSION FOR DIRECTORS
OF NATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMIES

27
60
250
100
168
116

Seminar for teachers of Danish folk high schools
36
Visit by students from CROS de Grenoble
et de Lyon
4
Visit by students from schools of Vathi Samou
42
Extraordinary Machines and Structures in Antiquity
UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS
35
Festival of Ancient Olympia
52
International Olympia Film Festival
for Children and Young People
Panhellenic Festival of Greek Poetry
89
Sports Organisation of the Municipality of Kifissia 215
Pupil Seminar the Elis prefecture
Human Rights Defence Centre
NOA of Germany
Hellenic Post Office Seminar
Conference of the Cultural Olympiad
of the Olympic Games of Athens 2004
Officials of the Ministry of Telecommunications
and Post Office of China

122
35
103
100
40
10

Officials present at the Opening Ceremony (from left to right): Mr Ioannis
ZAPHEIROPOULOS, Under-Secretary of State for Economics, Mr Dimitrios
AVRAMOPOULOS, Mayor of Athens, Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU, IOC Member,
President of the HOC, Mr Juan Antonio SAMARANCH, IOC President, Mr Nikos
FILARETOS, IOC Member, President of the IOA, Mr Claude COLLARD, President
of the International Committee of Mediterranean Games, Mr Georgios FLORIDIS,
Under-Secretary of State for Sports.
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OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 4lst INTERNATIONAL
SESSION FOR YOUNG PARTICIPANTS OF
THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC ACADEMY
HILL OF THE PNYX
PNYX 20 JUNE 2001
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View of the Session's Opening Ceremony on the Pnyx.
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Award of the Olympic Order
to Mr George MOISSIDIS (GRE)
by Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, President of the IOC

He showed an early interest in sport, especially in athletics, towing, winter
sports and climbing.
Higher Official of the National Climbing and Skiing Federation from 1943 to
1985: Assistant Secretary (1964-1974), Secretary General (1974-1982) President of
the National Skiing Federation, after its establishment, from 1987 to 1988 and from
1992 to 1998. In 1985, he was named Honorary Member of the International Union
of Climbing Associations (UIAA).
Since 1968, Member of the Commission for the Olympic Flame of the Hellenic
Olympic Committee, Member of the Eligibility Committee (1974-1977), Member of
the Ephoria of the International Olympic Academy (1974-1977), Vice-Président of
the International Olympic Academy (1977-2000) Chief of Mission for the Nagano
Winter Olympic Games (1998) and, at present, Member of the Ephoria of the
International Olympic Academy.
Member of the IOC Commission for the International Olympic Academy and
for Olympic Education (1999), Member of the IOC Commission for Culture and
Olympic Education (2000).
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Address
By Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the International Olympic Academy
Secretary General of the ICMG and
Vice Chairman of the Commission for Culture and Olympic Education of the IOC

Today's opening ceremony of the 41st Session of the IOA - the first of the new
millennium is especially important. Not so much because it is the first of the four
years of the 2004 Olympiad, but mainly because it marks the end of an historic,
most important and troubled period of the Olympic Movement.
Our President, the President of the IOC Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, who is
also the honorary President of the IOA, will retire — in less than a month - from
the presidency of the IOC, after a brilliant and productive performance of his
duties for 21 years.
My dear President, friend above all, and colleague Juan Antonio, we will miss
you a lot. We met for the first time if 1978, on the occasion of the organisation of
the IOC Session in Athens. You were a member of the IOC while I was Secretary
General of the Hellenic Olympic Committee. We collaborated a year later, when
I took over as Secretary General of the International Committee of the Mediterranean Games, just before the 8th Mediterranean Games of Split, in the then
Yugoslavia of President Tito. The Mediterranean Games are an institution for
which you have always had a weakness. I remember how much you helped me
with your wise advice and your support. And, if I have the honour to be still the
Secretary General of the ICMG, while we are programming now the Mediterranean
Games of 2005 in the City of Almeria in Andalucia. This I owe mostly to you.
Yet you showed even greater affection and support for the International
Olympic Academy ever since the IOA was headed by my predecessor and friend,
the much regretted professor and IOC member Nikolaos Nissiotis, who has really
graced the IOA from 1978 until his unexpected and premature death in 1986.
During your 21-year term you have missed only four times the opening
ceremony of our yearly Session for Young Participants. This too is an indication
of your affection toward the IOA. The fact that you are retiring from the active
presidency of the IOC does not mean that you will stop coming here every year,
and furthermore, in 2002, when you will be free from many obligations, all of us
would want you to come to Olympia and live with us for a few days.
As President of the IOC you were a pragmatist and a realist. You faced every
difficult moment and every storm with patience and composure, and you won.
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You united the Olympic family, and today the bonds of the IOC with the International Federations and the National Olympic Committees are stronger than ever.
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Dear friends, participants of the 41st International Session for young participants, it is customary, the year after the Olympic Games, to select these games as
the main subject of our Session and our discussions. Distinguished lecturers will
analyse some aspects of the Olympic Games of Sydney, while others will handle
issues directly pertaining to the Olympic Movement. In the next two weeks, more
or less, in Olympia we will freely discuss, and comment on all the issues and we
will arrive to conclusions and make suggestions to the IOC through the IOA.
Your suggestions, the suggestions of the Young Participants who are the future
and the hope of the International Olympic Movement, are those that interest the
most those who will lead in the future the International Olympic Committee. In the
serene and peaceful environment of Ancient Olympia you will be given a unique
opportunity to study, to think and to communicate your thoughts to us.
Distinguished lecturers and dear Co-ordinator of the discussion groups, I am
happy that we are together again, and I thank you for your exceedingly valuable
contribution to our work.
Allow me also, to thank the Greek government through the Minister of Culture,
and the Hellenic Olympic Committee for their immense moral and material
support, without which the IOA could not have accomplished its task.
I warmly welcome all our foreign friends and collaborators, and I wish you all
a pleasant stay in Athens and Olympia, and a fruitful outcome of your work.
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Address
By Mr Juan Antonio SAMARANCH
Marques de Samaranch (ESP)
President of the International Olympic Committee

Allow me, first of all, to greet the young participants of the annual Session of
the International Olympic Academy, who have come to Greece to deepen their
knowledge of Olympism.
This annual rite, which takes place on the Pnyx Hill, takes us all back to
Antiquity and to rediscover the cultural wealth of this country, the cradle of
Olympism.
Moreover, Greece is preparing to share with us all aspects of its rich culture on
a world scale, until the celebration of the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad in Athens
in 2004.
The Greek Government, under the leadership of Prime Minister Mr Simitis,
and the ATHOC Organising Committee, presided by Mrs Gianna AngelopoulosDaskalaki, are sparing no effort to ensure the success of this planetary event
directly links country to its history.
As you well know, my term of office as President of the International Olympic
Committee will end next month in Moscow, where I was elected 21 years ago in
1980. The IOC Session in Moscow, will be an historic one, since the city to host
the Games of the XXIX Olympiad in 2008 will be designated, and my successor
will be elected.
In my 21 years of Presidency, I have attended 17 opening ceremonies of
the annual session of the International Olympic Academy for young participants.
The Olympic Movement is an educational movement, whose activities are
oriented towards the youth of the world. It is therefore the duty of the IOC
President to encourage, promote and develop the educational aspects of
Olympism, which are a combination of sport and culture.
Our policy of development takes into account the present and future
generations. It is the young participants of today who will lead the Olympic
Movement tomorrow.
Last Sunday, I visited the 199th National Olympic Committee in the world. The
last one being Eritrea. During this African tour, I had the opportunity to visit a high
attitude training centre, and a school established in the city of Eldoret, Kenya,
by an Olympic champion Kip Keino. This generous and humble man, has invested
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all his energy, time and money in educating orphaned children and others, and
in training future athletes.
Other Olympic athletes are also involved in humanitarian and social activities
in favour of their communities. This is proof that Olympic education and values
are even instrumental in the well being of our society.
As I always say, education is the best tool and wealth than an individual can
possess.
As you well know, 2001 is the International Year of Volunteers. The foundation
of the Olympic Movement is volunteerism. This is why we are all mobilised to
pay tribune to all volunteers around the world. In this framework, I would like
to pay special tribute to the President of the International Olympic Academy, my
colleague and friend Nikos Filaretos, for his dedication to the cause of Olympic
education.
Let me also pay tribute to the Hellenic Olympic Committee and its president,
my colleague and friend Lambis Nikolaou, and the members of the national sport
movement, for their contribution to the Olympia Ideal.
Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the Hellenic political
and sports authorities, for their close Cupertino and friendship during my Presidency.
I am convinced that the Organising Committee of the Games of the XXVIII
Olympiad, ATHOC, under the able leadership of Mrs. Gianna AngelopoulosDaskalaki, will be successful in its undertakings.
I wish you all good luck and goodbye.
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Address
By Mr Georgios FLORIDIS (GRE)
Under-Secretary of State for Sports

We welcome you here today on the hill of the Pnyx, under the shadow of the
Acropolis in Athens, at the place which gave birth to all-human values and ideals
like democracy, man-centred education and fair play. These great values of our
civilisation have been incorporated in Olympism a proposition of universal impact
and expressed through it along the centuries.
Greek classical tradition considered sport as an integral part of both
education and social life; it therefore promoted the concept of health, in its
spiritual, physical and social dimension, believing that, with the help of sport,
a healthy mind should find its place in a healthy body and that sport would
contribute to the development not only of healthy athletes, but also of healthy
societies.
This achievement of Greek education that leads to the fulfilment of human
nature and society, is the basic source of Olympism, the key which explains its
universality then and now. I would say even more so now when it is trying
to find the proper balance between humanitarian ideals and the harsh demands
of our times.
The progress of technology and the entertainment industry, which have set
the tone for future developments, will be the measure by which the universal,
human and timeless ideals of Olympism will be judged. This is a challenge of our
times, which should be faced in an open, transcending and proactive way, with
a concerned but unafraid mind. And I have to say that this has always been the
consistent attitude of President Samaranch, the present leader of the Olympic
Movement and we honour him for that.
The IOA's 41st International Session for Young Participants, which will begin,
tomorrow in Ancient Olympia to consider the theme "The Olympic Games". A
Review of the Olympic Games of Sydney 2000 and "Athens 2004", will focus on
the problem of the Olympic Games' evolution.
We are all invited to reflect on the special features, the positive aspects and
the negative phenomena of each Olympiad, in order to carry over the experience
and achievements of the previous Olympics to the next, and on the unique
atmosphere which each host city can create for the Games.
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We are all invited to contribute to new achievements. And we should not
forget that, in the end, the Olympic Games enjoy recognition as a universal institution because they have put the emphasis not on rivalry, but on fraternisation,
whilst remaining a contest, i.e. a relentless pursuit of victory. And also that, in this
present day and age, they have been able to successfully combine technological
advances with human experience and expectations.
It is evident that there will be a rich debate on all these issues, based on
different approaches and leading to interesting proposals. In addition, we should
also focus, in a systematic way, on more specific aspects:
(1) eliminate the negative phenomena affecting modern sport, doping in
particular;
(2) create the necessary mechanisms that will allow us to capitalise on the
experience on the experience of the admittedly highly successful Sydney
Olympics in areas like planning, the volunteers movement, organisation
and sports fans participation;
(3) promote Athens potentiality to upgrade the Olympic Games and establish
them as the Games of Human Measure.
I am certain that you will find creative solutions to all these problems during
your session and that its results will prove to be important for the Olympic Movement's future course.
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Address
By Mr Dimitris AVRAMOPOULOS (GRE)
Mayor of Athens

It gives me great pleasure to welcome this evening in Athens, the capital of
modern Olympism, HE Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, the President of the IOC and
all the members of the Olympic Family who will attend the 41st International
Session for Young Participants of the International Olympic Academy.
The theme you have chosen for your Session, a Review of the Olympic Games
of Sydney and Athens, will provide an excellent opportunity for reflection and
valuable teachings. The Olympic Games of Sydney were a major organisation
success. We are certain that there is much we can learn from the successful
experience of the people who worked for these games with such excellent results.
Useful conclusions can and should be drawn from this experience, as well as
from previous success stories, like Barcelona, but also from cases of more limited
success to avoid similar mistakes.
We are, however, convinced that the Olympic Games of Athens will be an even
greater success, because to the successful organisation will be added the dimension brought by Athens historic choice. The cultural dimension of the games will
become reborn in 2004 and perhaps even more so from now until 2004, during
the period of the Olympiad. Unique events, like the staging of the Marathon race
on its classical, authentic itinerary, after more than one century, as well as the
overall spirit permeating the return of the games to their original spiritual sources,
will give to the Athens Olympics the dimension that we all want and make the
Olympic Movement stronger at a time when mankind needs it more than even
before to establish world peace.
Indeed, as I have repeatedly indicated, globalisation is not just an economic
term, but more so, or at least equally so, a political and cultural term, the consequence of this world reality being to promote man as a centre of reference, in
direct vital and cultural relation to the city, the social environment in which man
exercises his right to life.
The conditions that will ensure a healthy and constructive relationship
between men and cities at world level, are inherent in the fundamental principles
of Olympism, and bring forth neglected but constant values and principles which
in turn contribute to contacts, co-operation, understanding and emulation among
26

the peoples of the world; our modern, globalised society, therefore, could and
should seek inspiration in the rules of mutual respect and fair play which the
Olympic Spirit preaches.
This is where Athens important role and great responsibility come into play:
to instil, once more, the immortal Olympic Spirit in these Games and prove that
these rules can be a source of inspiration for modern man, at world level.
Young people all over the world, like you who attend this Session, driven
by idealism and the noble ambition to contribute to the high Olympic Ideal will
I am sure, support us in this endeavour.
At this point, I would like to acknowledge the valuable contribution of the
President of the International Olympic Academy, Mr Nicos Filaretos, a man who
has devoted many decades of his life to the Olympic Movement.
Mr President of the International Olympic Committee, I would like to assure
you and all those present here, that the City of Athens, the IOC's institutional
contact, is following with sensitivity and attention the whole progress towards
2004, a milestone year that will culminate in the best Olympic Games in history,
the first Games of the third millennium, setting the stage for a new era for the
Olympic Movement.
I wish to all our guests a pleasant stay in our city and country and the best
success to the work of the Session.
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Address
By Dr Robert D. STEADWARD (CAN), OC, LLD (Hons)
IOC Member and IPC President
On Behalf of the lecturers of the Session

International Olympic Committee, Mr Nikos Filaretos, President of the International Olympic Academy, Distinguished Guests and Speakers, Young Participants:
I would first like to take this opportunity to tell you all how very fortunate our
young participants are to visit the beautiful land of Hellenic civilisation, a country
which enjoys more than three thousand years of history.
Your Excellency, Juan Antonio Samaranch, President of the y, legend
and global dimensions. Secondly, to explain to our 41st group of young Olympic
participants, that their first assignment will be to avoid the temptation of sitting
and dreaming yourselves back into the time when you might expect to meet an
Immortal on the mountain or in the olive-groves. Although, with all the breathtaking beauty of Greece around us, it is not surprising that ancient Greeks felt that
the ancient theatres and temples, the mountains and valleys, the woods and
streams, the very sea itself, were peopled with Immortals. It is my wish that upon
completion of your Session, you will feel empowered by the Herculean spirit,
which prevails and speaks through battered stones at the majestic ancient Olympic
site. It is my wish that each of you will return to your homelands inspired to
fulfil a future of greatness.
On behalf of all my fellow lecturers at this 41st Session of the IOA for Young
Participants, I wish to express our deep and sincere gratitude to Mr Filaretos and
the organisers who have enlisted an impressive roster of talent to lecture, each one
of whom is as honoured and pleased as I, to share with you their knowledge,
experience and expertise on the subjects which they will present.
The "basic subject" for this 41st Session is "Olympism" under which title will
be discussed the "Olympic Games: An Overview of the Sydney Olympic Games
and Athens 2004." You will all be interested in a variety of lectures: in Dr
Rogge's speech on the IOC Co-ordination Commission; on The Olympic Games
in Antiquity by Prof. Kalpaxis; on topical subjects such as Mrs Lu's talk on
Women's participation and performance in the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games; and
Prince Alexandre De Merode's speech on Doping in Sport, among all the others
from whom you will learn a great deal about the world of Olympism and how
it affects not only athletes, but the world in which we all live, as discussed by
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Mr Ramsamy of South Africa when he discusses Athens to Athens: Evaluation of
the Modern Games and an NOC view of the Sydney Olympic Games.
Once again, I personally accept the great honour and privilege of lecturing at
the International Olympic Academy. Each time, I am more in awe than the last: of
the surroundings, of the topics discussed and the speakers invited; and, of course,
most importantly, of the group of young participants who are eager to learn more
about this influential sport movement for elite athletes from every corner of our
globe.
I would like to take a moment to honour His Excellency Juan Antonio
Samaranch, President of the International Olympic Committee, who has devoted
his life to the participation and administration of international sport. Not only
as the head of the IOC, the most high profile world wide recognised sport
organisation, but as a Leader, as a Promoter and Supporter of sport in developing
nations, and as a Personal Friend. This is a particularly special, historical occasion
as it is the last time His Excellency will attend the International Olympic Academy
as President of the IOC.
This is an extremely meaningful year for both of us, as the time for our
respective Presidencies, concludes soon. For His Excellency, this will happen in
July; for me, it will occur in December. After more than thirty-five (35) years spent
in the leadership of international sport, I know that both of us wish to leave a
legacy of sport excellence and a future of hope and promise. I am making new
discoveries every day on the matter of globalisation and am often dismayed at
the polar vastness between developed and developing nations. But, President
Samaranch has been instrumental in ensuring the provision of universality and
Solidarity support, and I am sure that he has full expectation and confidence that
all of you young participants will endeavour to carry the torch in whatever way
you can, in the future.
It is in providing you with this unique environment and the opportunity
to study under scholars and experts in their field, that the IOA continues to fulfil
their goals and objectives for the Sessions for Young Participants from all over the
world, offered annually, at Ancient Olympia. We wish to thank the Academy
for their outstanding efforts in ensuring that our youth of today is prepared for
tomorrow's Olympism.
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and good luck in reaching your objectives
in attending this Session.
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Address
By Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU (GRE)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the Hellenic Olympic Committee

On behalf of all my colleagues in the Hellenic Olympic Committee, I would
like to extend a warm welcome to the Participants of the 41st International Session
of the International Olympic Academy.
This Session's special subject, "The Olympic Games: A Review of the Olympic
Games of Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004," highlights a very important question for
us Greeks as we are presently going through the preparation phase for the
Olympics, a critical period for any host city. The review and conclusions of the last
Games will constitute the s-called "Olympic Experience," an experience which
represents a major advantage that cannot be practically obtained by any other
means. We should not forget that, as an event, the Olympic games have their own
specific features and cannot, therefore, be assessed by strictly qualitative or
quantitative criteria.
On the one hand, there is the unprecedented phenomenon of the gathering of
such a large number of athletes, competing in a wide range of sports and events.
On the other hand, due to ongoing developments in areas directly related to the
staging of the greatest sports festival in the world, it is imperative to ensure to coordination of all parameters involved in the successful organisation of such an
event.
In order to safeguard the perpetual propagation of the sound principles
of Olympism, which seem to be relegated to a position of secondary importance
in recent years, we must go back to their origins and draw the necessary lessons
from them. Concerning the Olympic Games of Athens 2004, as Greeks, we have
the obligation, more so than anyone else, to make sure that everything will be
properly settled.
You, too, have here from every corner of the world to take part in this years
Session of the IOA and join forces with all the friends of Olympism, in order
to help propagate this great idea that is vigorously resisting the degenerative
phenomena of our times.
Before I open this Session allow me, please, to make special reference to
the presence of the President of the International Olympic Committee, Mr Juan
Antonio Samaranch.
30

President Samaranch is a fervent supporter of the International Olympic
Academy's work; he has attended almost all the opening ceremonies of its annual
sessions. Today, he is attending this ceremony for the last time as President of the
International Olympic Committee. On the 16th of July, being at the helm of the IOC
for 21 years, he will hand over to his successor. I am convinced that the outgoing
President will continue to support the work of the International Olympic Academy
with the same energy and, now, he will be able perhaps to devote more of his
time to us. We shall always be very happy to welcome him at this unpretentious
ceremony.
At this point, I would like to ask Mr Samaranch to come to the rostrum and
accept this commemorative gift as a token of our appreciation for his long and
valuable contribution to the Olympic Movement and his support to the work of
the Hellenic Olympic Committee.
This gift, which was especially commissioned by the Hellenic Olympic
Committee, is another outstanding creation of Mr Ilias Lalaounis who, wishing
once again to show his support for our work, has decided to offer it to us, for
which we thank him warmly.
Expressing the wish that you may all fell the ancient Olympic Spirit still
permeating the air of Ancient Olympia and that your stay in our country may
prove a fruitful one, I declare the opening of the 41st international Session for
Young Participants of the International Olympic Academy.
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HE Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch, President of the International Olympic
Committee, awards Mr Georgios Moissidis, with the Olympic Order.

Mr Georgios Moissidis, Member of the Ephoria of the International Olympic
Academy and Mr Nikos FILARETOS, President of the IOA.
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Mr Nikos FILARETOS, President of the IOA, addressing the audience at the
Opening Ceremony.

Mr Juan Antonio SAMARANCH, IOC President, during his address at the
Opening Ceremony.
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Mr Georgios FLORIDIS, Under-Secretary of State for Sport, addressing the
audience at the Opening Ceremony on the Pnyx.

Dr Roben STEADWARD, addressing the audience at the Opening Ceremony
on the Pnyx on behalf of the lecturers of the Session.
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Mr Lambis NIKOLAOU, IOC Member, President of the HOC, during his speech at
the Opening Ceremony.

Laying of wreaths on behalf of the Guests at the stele of Pierre de Coubertin
by Mrs Rosa MOTA, Olympic Champion and Mr Claude COLLARD, ICMG President.
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Laying of wreaths at the stele of Ioannis Ketseas and Karl Diem by Dame
Mary Alison GLEN-HAIG, IOC Member and Mr Sam RAMSAMY, IOC Member.

The typical commemorative photo at the Main Stairs of the IOA.
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Address
By Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the International Olympic Academy
Secretary General of the ICMG and
Vice Chairman of the Commission for Culture and Olympic Education of the IOC

Once again I welcome you, this time to our facilities in Olympia. You are
well aware that the sole purpose of the IOA is to promote Olympic Education
throughout the world and help the National Olympic Committees (NOC) to train
their senior staff. It is up to the NOCs to follow up on their contacts with you when
you return.
There are 178 of you, from 89 different countries from the five continents
here today. It is very comforting to know that 47% of you, some 85 participants,
are women. I am pleased to see that the efforts I have made over many years
have paid off.
You will soon realise that here, what is more important than our talks and
discussions are the real bonds of friendship that you will establish. You will
understand the value of mutual respect, of knowing one another better and
that, at the end of the day, we are all human beings with our faults and qualities.
Several years ago, one participant offered what for me is the best definition of,
and the best compliment to the IOA by comparing our Academy to the Olympic
Village in miniature, but without the anxiety of the following day's competition.
As I do every year here at Olympia, I cannot resist the temptation of once again
ending my speech with the words of Pierre de Coubertin: those he used when
addressing the youth of the world at Olympia on 17 April 1927 on the occasion of
the inauguration of the monument commemorating the re-establishment of the
Olympic Games:
"Thanks to the generosity of the Hellenic Government, the initiative it was
good enough to honour has now materialised into an event of historic importance.
It is for you now to keep the flag flying. My friends and I have not laboured to
restore the Olympic Games to you in order to make them a fitting object for a
museum or a cinema; nor is it our wish that mercantile or electoral interests
should seize upon them. Our object in reviving an institution twenty-five centuries
old was that you should become new adepts of the religion of sport, as our
great ancestors conceived it. In this modern world, so full of powerful possibilities,
and yet threatened by so many risks of degeneration, Olympism may be a school
of moral nobility and purity as well as of physical endurance and energy, but
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only on condition that you continually raise your conceptions of honour and
sporting disinterestedness to the height of your muscular strength. The future
depends on you."
I think it would be sacrilegious to add anything to these words of Pierre de
Coubertin, which are still relevant today.
I wish you all a pleasant stay in Greece, as well as every success with your
work here in Olympia.
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Address
By Mr Georgios AIDONIS (GRE)
Mayor of Ancient Olympia

The great moment of the celebration of the 2004 Olympic Games is drawing
near. The Games have returned to their origins, to their native land. Ancient
Olympia is in its turn called upon once again to make known and spread its everlasting, universal messages.
Going back to the past, it would be worth stopping over at certain
organisations, like the one by our friend, the Spanish City. Barcelona had set some
really high goals for 1992, which she proved entirely up to, thus carrying out a
successful experiment as to the upgrading of the city's greater area and the
creation of an admirable infrastructure.
But also Sydney, in far away Australia, was successful in the carrying
out of its ambitious plans during the last Games, of the year 2000, thanks
to the spirit of Cupertino among its citizens and the really great numbers of
volunteers.
In the case of Sydney, standards were very high. Nevertheless, they were
more than adequately met, thus offering the global community one of the best
organisations ever.
We, in our turn, are now asked to take over and present the best Olympic
Games in modern history. We do not just hope that; we are sure of that. This
Games must be and shall be the most perfect ones so far, not simply because
we are going to create the necessary infrastructure, but because they are coming
back to their native land and have, therefore, an important guarantor, their
authenticity.
Ancient Olympia, on its part, can also have a contribution to the achievement
of this high objective, because, for thousands of years, it has been the place which
attracts people's attention world-wide, being a point of reference in the eternal
and ever prevalent spirit of the age-old universal Values that constitute the
Olympic Ideal, Values which constitute the cohesion mechanism of a humanity
worth of the noblest human dreams.
In ancient times, in the mythical times, the Olympian Gods chose this place
for mortals to present both their physical abilities and the vigour of their spirit
every four years and reaffirm the values leading their lives in general.
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To conclude, I would like to wish every success to the works of the Session
and at the same time, address this message to all the peoples on our planet:
Ancient Olympia will always remain the guardian of the greatest, eternal values
of the Olympic Ideal, i.e., fair play, as well as the principles of peace, friendship
and brotherhood among the different peoples of the Earth.
Be sure that Ancient Olympia will always constitute a crossroads for exchanging ideas, a meeting point for people working incessantly for the promotion
of Culture and Fair Play on all levels, as well as for Olympia becoming the seat of
International Truce, which we wish and aspire to be declared in our land.
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Address
By Mr Panagiotis DIMITROULOPOULOS (GRE)
Prefect of Elea

Ancient Olympia is a living proof of the durability, in the passage of time, of
the values generated by the noble qualities of the human spirit.
Values such as fair play, but above all, the sacred truce, made up, thousands of
years ago, a state capable of giving birth to a civilisation of the historical grandeur
of Ancient Olympia.
Today, in this hall, we welcome the modern expression of the Olympic
Movement, a movement the current global circumstances demand that it become
the force that will forge the new universal notion of the co-existence of nations,
regardless of their cultural differences.
Provided it comes into power again, the institution of the Olympic Truce
constitutes a reliable context, a commonly accepted starting point for a new
course.
Because, for us, who were lucky enough to be born in this sacred land, it is
not a sing of but a reason for the improvement of society.
Because, for us, who see the Olympic Flame as our child, who leaves its
land every time to travel to a dear foreign country, the coming ceremony for
the Lighting of the Olympic Flame for the 2004 Olympic Games constitutes a
repatriation of values and, in that sense, the starting point for the realisation of
their modern institutional expression.
The institutions to be born should be clear and invariable in time and protect,
in their first steps, the sacred power of Olympia.
The Olympic family world-wide and the Greek State must courageously face
the issue of the seat of the new institutions.
Ancient Olympia is a place where such bold initiatives flourish. Even as a
symbol - the seat of values - Olympia is the guarantor of their successful course.
I wish every success to the works of your Session.
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OLYMPIC TRUCE (EKECHEIRIA)
AND THE INTERNATIONAL
FOUNDATION OF OLYMPIC TRUCE
By Mr Georgios PAPANDREOU (GRE)
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vice-Président
of the International Foundation of Olympic Truce

Thank you Mr Filaretos. I don't know if that was a wish or a spell you put on
me, but I thank you very much for your kind words.
Your Reverence, Mr Prefect, Mr Mayor of Ancient Olympia, Mr President of the
International Olympic Academy, dear Professors, dear friends, students from the
Academy, dear friends athletes who are in the Olympic Movement and of course
my dear friend Mr Rogge, member of the IOC, it is truly an honour to be here with
you this afternoon. I'm sorry I'm a bit late but we had a long day today, with
a number of things, which as a minister of Foreign Affairs I could not avoid.
I wanted to say a few words today about what we are trying to do with the
2004 Olympic Games.
In July 2000 President Samaranch of the International Olympic Committee and
I inaugurated the International Olympic Truce Centre in Athens. It has a liaison
office in Lausanne and its symbolic headquarters here in Olympia. I would like to
thank Mr Filaretos for offering the Olympic Academy for this symbolic Centre of
the Olympic Truce and for all the very good work he has been doing in this
Academy and in the issues of the Olympic Truce.
This Centre is an ambitious undertaking of the International Olympic
Committee. It is being done in Cupertino with Greece, to promote an international
cease-fire during all future Olympic Games and hopefully beyond.
Mr Lambrinidis told you a bit of the Ancient history and the fact that the
Olympic Games were developed around the idea of peace. Sometimes this is
not understood and not known. It did not begin as someone thinking of games but
in fact as someone trying to find a way to bring peace to this region where we
actually are now. And then came the idea of the Olympic Games and the Olympic
Truce. During that time, of course, the Olympic Games needed athletes and very
many of them came from the warriors; that was a very good reason to stop the
war, to stop any wars. At that time there were people who would go around the
ancient area of Hellenism, of Greece, and they would announce the Games. As
soon as they did that, a holy truce began.
Of course we do not believe that the Truce is going to solve all the problems
or all the wars around the world. We know that wars are often fought either for
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real or even non-real issues but very emotional issues and that it's not easy to stop
wars. But we do believe that the idea of reviving the Truce can provide a new and
promising instrument for peace, an instrument in the hands of the United Nations
and others that work for peace. The Olympic Truce can open a window of
opportunity for at least 16 days that is during the Olympic Games; it can break the
cycle of violence in areas around the world. So we are thinking of combining
the Olympic movement with the Peace movement, all those who work for peace,
to create a new window of opportunity, discussion, diplomacy, understanding,
which in many areas of the world do not exist.
As I said, Truce is no utopia. But it can mean, first of all, breaking the cycle
of violence and give valuable time for constructing bridges of communication
between different, conflicting groups. It can also help in providing humanitarian
aid and support to children and adults in conflicting regions during that period.
It can help to protect damage to natural environment when giving a respite, a
breathing space for stopping wars and destruction. But it also can allow the youth
of the world to participate peacefully in the Olympic Games.
People would say this is a very romantic idea, maybe too romantic and it
cannot be applied. Well, in fact, I will give you some very specific events how
it has already become a very important idea.
At this point I think we should praise President Samaranch of the International
Olympic Committee for all his work, in making this idea alive again, because only
last year and after the work of at least eight years by Juan Antonio Samaranch
since 1992, we had a United Nations Millennium Declaration of over 180 leaders
from around the world. And in this Millennium Declaration one of the calls for
peace is for all to take the Olympic Truce seriously around the world.
We discussed this with Koffi Annan, the UN Secretary General, only two
months ago, in May, about how we will help by working with the UN and he very
much supported this effort.
But we also have very specific examples in Lillehammer in the Games of 1994.
The IOC called an Olympic Truce. And the IOC was able to get a Truce for one
day in Bosnia. There was a war then in Bosnia. And during that one day UNICEF
came and inoculated children from all sides, gave them vaccines, therefore saving
the lives of many children that would otherwise have died because they could not
have medical help. And this was done in Cupertino with the IOC delegation,
headed by Mr Samaranch.
In 1998 in the Nagano Games there was an international appeal by Juan
Antonio Samaranch again, also by the Japanese and the Greek governments and
the Australian government, which was to host the Australian Games in Sydney,
that there would be no bombing of Iraq. If you may remember there was then
much discussion about bombing Iraq by the United States. Well, we would not say
that the United States were afraid of this Truce, but they respected it, and they told
us so. The publicity, the calls from around the world, the journalists saying that this
is an ancient tradition and we must respect it, gave time for Koffi Annan to go to
Iraq and to negotiate a settlement; therefore it was not necessary to bomb Iraq at
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that point. And what was very interesting was that, at the same time when Juan
Antonio Samaranch was closing the Games in Nagano, in the same news bulletin
we saw Koffi Annan with Tarik Aziz, the foreign Minister of Iraq, coming out with
a solution to this particular negotiation they were doing.
Of course, only a few months ago in Sydney we had the two Koreas marching
together under one flag and under the auspices of the Olympic movement. So
there again this Truce, this Olympic Movement was a catalyst for reconciliation.
And we had many who called for this Truce, for instance in the Nice Summit of
the European Union members, just a few months ago, in December. Furthermore,
in a historic meeting, Archbishop of Athens Christodoulos and the Pope of Rome,
who came to visit Athens after almost a thousand years, during which no Pope had
come to visit Greece, both said in their common proclamation that the Olympic
Truce should be heeded and respected around the world.
So I think that, beyond this concrete promise of Truce, our purpose is even
more far reaching. In fact, what we are saying here is that there is a potential, you
are the potential, the athletes are the potential, those in the Olympic Movement
are a potential, which we can activate, we can use in a much more far reaching
matter. Very often we see in the papers issues such as the organisation of the
Olympic Games, the economic aspects, the town- planning, the administrative
dimensions of organising the Games, but not enough thought is spared for the
power of the Olympics as a factor of international rapprochement of public
diplomacy, a factor for peace around the world. In every society, in every culture,
nation and neighbourhood, young and old recognise the Olympics as the major
sporting event in our world. As a matter of fact it really is the major cultural event
of our times in our world. It can be seen as a unique global cultural festivity in this
global village. And this festivity should promote and celebrate the values that we
as humanity wish to cherish in our own developing global village. So, through
the Olympic Truce, what we are saying is that we simply wish to give peace
a chance.
Now, how do we go to practice? Well, we are promoting this effort
through the International Olympic Truce Foundation, which is situated in
Lausanne, and through the Olympic Truce Centre in Athens, which is there to
design and implement the Olympic Truce activities and programmes world-wide.
Mr Lambrinidis is the General Secretary, the General Director of this Truce
Centre. Of course, as I said, Olympia has been declared as the symbolic historical
Centre of the Olympic Truce. But, in order to hope for implementation, we have
to work daily for peace. It is going to be an uphill battle, but we have very
specific programmes. And I would like to talk to you about the programmes
because basically I am here to appeal to you to see how you can also be involved
in these activities.
One is the Communication Programme. Making Truce a household word,
ensuring that there is a growing awareness of the global community concerning
the Truce, re-tying in peoples' and leaders' minds that the Olympic Games are
there for peace, they are tied very closely with the institution of the Olympic
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Truce. We already have approved very specific guidelines of this communication
programme during the Salt Lake Games. We have approved it as a Centre, the
Olympic Truce Centre, and they will begin in the Salt Lake games.
The second programme is "Education and Grass-Root Actions". This type of
programme will contribute to activation of the culture of peace and the Olympic
ideals by motivating grass-root initiatives at the local level. For example, "Truce
Action Kits" are being developed so that schools, or a neighbourhood, or a sports
club somewhere in the world can actually use this to develop an initiative on their
own. This can also apply to Universities, National Olympic Committees, journalists, diplomats, NGOs and so forth.
We are also starting a major research programme to look at the idea of
Truce, how it has worked. For example, these days we are talking about
the Middle East. Everybody is talking about can we get a truce. We are also
talking about a country just in the north of Greece, Skopje (Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia), everyone there is talking about how can we get truce.
Therefore we will do research on how we can use the truce as a mechanism
for diplomacy and for stopping wars, for a time to think, discuss and find
solutions. Of course, we will be looking for truce building in areas of tension
and conflict through sport and the Olympic ideals, getting different sides together,
for example in sporting activities. The IOC has quite a bit of experience in getting
different sides together, mixing up teams, not to be only national but multinational
or binational teams; they will in fact be able to give a different spirit, to working
with conflict. Above all, through this partnership with the United Nations, with
the non-governmental organisations, the organising committees and the National
Olympic Committees, and particularly the athletes themselves, we will be able
to make this a reality.
Finally, let me say a few words about the Athens Olympic Games and how they
will contribute to the Olympic Truce. First of all, it is a great honour to have the
Games, because they are coming back to, if you like, their home; it's a homecoming, more than symbolic, providing us an opportunity, all of us who cherish
the Olympic Movement, to redefine the meaning of the Olympics the Olympic
Movement and the Olympic Games today in the new Millennium. In fact,
forgotten ideals from the ancient times inspire the Games.
I give you an example: we have the 2004 Torch Relay proposal. I would like
to thank Mrs Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, who is the President of the Athens
Organising Committee, who endorsed this idea and has taken it on, because
this organising committee will be in fact implementing the Torch Relay. The torch
this time is not going to go only from Olympia to Athens, very short distance,
but it is going to go around the world, to all the continents. The proposal that
has been made is that during this Torch Relay we will actually go into conflict
areas, if they are ready to respect the idea of the Olympic Truce, and thus we
will truly bring a message of peace to many areas of the world. But we will
also give an incentive to those who are warring, to be able to respect this and use
it as a time of negotiation.
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At the beginning we saw what can be considered as the cornerstone of the
Ancient Olympics, i.e. that, apart from the spirit of the selfless contest that
motivated the competing athletes, the Ancient Olympics had a political, even
spiritual meaning, which was the sacred Olympic Truce (Ekecheiria), that
prevailed during the games and for the period when the athletes were travelling
to and from Olympia. That was a time when warring peoples laid down their arms
and attempted the paths of peace. So the injection to the modern Olympic
Movement and to similar motivation is something that I have long believed as
possible; it has motivated our government, our proposal for the establishment of
the Centre, and we ourselves were inspired and motivated by the vision and
the work of the International Olympic Committee, which had been promoting
and is working on this Truce since 1992.
Together, I think that we might be able to make a difference, to inject into
the arena of diplomacy a new and much needed instrument of peace, an ancient
concept for the new Millennium. I would like to thank you and of course I would
like to appeal to you to be ambassadors yourselves of this idea of the Olympic
Truce.
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THE CHALLENGES FOR SPORT
IN THE NEXT MILLENNIUM
By Dr Jacques ROGGE (BEL)
Member of the IOC
President of the European Olympic Committees

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are now, I believe, in a golden age of sport. We see
a massive participation in most countries. There is a great media attention for
sport. Think of the average viewers on a normal day of the Olympic Games. It has
been calculated at 3.7 billion viewers every day. After the 16 days of competitions,
we have accumulated more than 50 billion people watching the Olympic Games.
We see a massive interest of broadcasters in sport events and this translates
in very, very substantial TV rights, being paid to sport governing bodies. The
economic world also is very much interested in associating itself with the Sport
Movement. And sponsorship is providing a very good source of finance for the
world of sport.
But, it's not just the participation, it's not just the interest of the public; it
is also the interest of governments. Governments have understood that sport
is a real social force. They have understood the educational value of sport. They
have understood that sport is a fantastic educational tool for socialising a
young individual. It teaches a young participant to respect the rules, to take his
team-mate into consideration, to integrate into society. It is, of course, a tool of
strengthening the body, but also the mind. It gives an identity to an individual, and
for the group around the sports team, it gives identification. It helps promote
and gives also joy and a hope for the society around the sports events.
With this description, one might think that sport is in a golden age
and that there are no problems. Unfortunately, that is not the case. And I have
identified four major challenges that we will have to overcome, if we want
to continue in this period of the success for sport. And the first challenge
definitely is to protect the Added Value of the Olympic Games. The Olympic
Games are the number one sport event in the world. And there are good reasons
for that.
First of all, the Games are the number one event because of their rarity. Games
are organised every four years. If we would organise the Games every two years,
as some have advocated, the attention would dilute. It would become something
not so exceptional any more. With the four-year period, an athlete has only the
chance to participate once, twice, maybe three times in his life in the Olympic
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Games. And that gives just the value of the event. He has to be ready on the day,
on the hour, and he has to wait four years for that.
The Games are the number one competition, because they are the truly
universal competition. It is the competition where the 200 countries of the world
participate. It is the only competition, big competition, where men and women
participate at the same time. You will always find in the Olympic Games this
association of both genders, all races, all ethnic groups, all religions, all cultures
and all nations of the world. And that is the true value of the Games.
And the Games have also something unique, something that actually was
born here in Greece. When the Greeks invented tragedy, when they invented
drama, with all their big writers, Sophocles, Euripides and all the others, they
built the script of their tragedies around the unity of time, place and action.
A tragedy would unfold itself in the unity of time, within the same place and
with continuous action. We have the same in the Olympic Games. We have the
unity of time, when the Games are organised in 16 days, not a day more, not a day
less. We have received many proposals to prolong the Games, to have it for a
period of a month or two months. Some have advocated why not some sports
in the spring, some sports in the summer and other sports in the fall or the
winter? We have decided, and I hope we will continue to decide, to concentrate
everything in two weeks time. To go beyond that would dilute the attention of
the world.
The unity of place: The Games are organised around a city, as close as
possible to the centre of the city. We have other examples of competitions.
My own country, Belgium, organised together with our friends of the Netherlands,
the European Soccer Championship. Two different countries. It went extremely
well. But, of course, they were adjacent countries, with the same culture and
partly, with the same language. The FIFA World Cup next year will be staged
in Japan and Korea. That already is more difficult. There are no geographical
boundaries between the two countries, they speak different languages, different
cultures. We want everything to be concentrated around the city and I think that
is a very important asset of the Games.
And then, the unity of action. Unity of action means that we have the best
athletes of the world competing in the Games, best athletes of the most
important sports. So, if you add this unity with the rarity and universality, you have
already the main elements of the success of the Games.
And add to that some other elements which are important. The Games are
the sole big competition without publicity in the stadium. You will never see
advertising either on the bibs of the athletes or in the stadium on billboards. We
want to keep the Games free of commercialism and publicity. Yes! We ask for the
support of the commercial world, to help us in funding sport at grassroots level,
but these sponsors, for whom we are grateful and who are very helpful, do not
have the right to appear in the Games' arenas. There is no prize-money for
athletes. There you have at the Olympic Games athletes who win fortunes in their
sport on a day to day basis. The basketball players, the soccer players, top track
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and field athletes, they win fortunes, but at the Games, they fight for a gold medal,
they fight for a silver or bronze medal. And they do not get prize-money or
appearance money. Add to that also the special quality of the Olympic protocol.
The flag, the flame, the oath, the medal ceremony, which carries on a very long
tradition and that is something the athletes, cherish very much.
And finally, something we will have to protect in the future: the value of the
village. For those who have had the privilege to live in an Olympic village, it is a
unique experience of the blend of the people of the entire world in an extraordinary
atmosphere of friendship and of brotherhood. And that is something that we will
have to defend absolutely, because, today, too many athletes stand to live outside
the village. They are used in their normal competition to be accommodated in a five
or four star hotel, with a lot of luxury. And it is OK. There is no problem about that.
But we cannot, of course, in an Olympic village designed for 11,000 people give
such a level of luxury and comfort. And we have to do everything, together with the
organisers of the Games, to upgrade as much as possible the quality of the Olympic
village and to give to the athletes the comfort they need and they deserve and also
the privacy they need to have. Because to reduce the value of the village would be
definitely reducing the value of the Games. And that is something the public does
not see or watch on television. That is something that spectators in the stadiums
do not know, because they do not know what is happening in the village. But that
is something that all athletes definitely feel.
The second challenge is definitely to preserve the credibility of sport. Sport
today is being challenged by many threats. There is definitely doping and doping
is the number one challenge for sport. It is a breach of ethics and of fair play,
it is distorting the rules, and definitely it is a danger for the health of the athlete.
And doping, unfortunately, has taken nowadays an unacceptable dimension. Of
course, doping is always unacceptable and doping has always existed. But
doping, unfortunately, has increased, because of the improvements in medicine
and pharmacology. We have today on the markets drugs that are far more
powerful than, let's say, ten or fifteen years ago, and their performance enhancing
factor is much, much bigger than it used to be a decade ago. And, unfortunately,
these drugs, or most of them, are not detectable. We cannot trace them today. We
are working hard on it. We are investing a lot of money to find the tests, and
this is going to be the very first priority for the future. Sport, as I said today, is a
success, but that will not remain, if we do not tackle the problem of doping. Will
we ever win the fight? My straightforward, honest answer is "No!" We will never
have a sport totally without doping. That would be naïve. Doping is, in fact,
something like criminality in a society. There is criminality in the society, there is
cheating in the society, and societies as a whole need police forces, need justice,
need laws, and everyone who runs a society knows that. There will always be a
basic criminality that they will not be able to tract down. But our goal and our
obligation and responsibility is to do the outmost we can and bring doping down
at the lowest possible level. There will still be, here and there, some who will
cheat, but we must bring it down absolutely.
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The International Olympic Committee realised, after the scandals of the
famous cycling competition of the Tour de France in 1998, that it needed the help
of the governments. And we have then created the World Anti-Doping Drag
Agency, where, together with the 200 governments of the world, we hoped to be
more effective in the fight against doping. And the reason why we called the
governments is that governments are in the unique position to help us in that
fight. They can legislate; we cannot. Governments can issue warrants. They can
investigate; they can interrogate people, which we cannot. They can even put
people in jail, which we cannot of course, and governments also have a unique
world network of research centres. They have funding, they can help us in the
education, they can help us in scientific research, and also, they can help us
by harmonising the different laws of the different countries, which today are
too different.
The next threat for sport is violence. There is too much violence on the pitch
and there is definitely too much violence around the pitch. Hooliganism is a
major problem. And hooliganism, unfortunately, is no more restricted to soccer
only. It is slowly spreading over other sports. And hooliganism is not the
consequence of sports — let's be very clear about that - but it is a threat. On the
one hand, you have to be honest and to say that the behaviour of some athletes
is unacceptable. Foul play, aggression on the pitch cannot be tolerated, and
referees and governing bodies must rule extremely severely. Hooliganism is in
fact a social problem. A good analysis of violence in soccer stadiums teaches
us that hooligans are people who are rejected by society, or feel rejected by
society. Most of them are unemployed; most of them have social integration
problems. They unite and they find in a football stadium or in another stadium
an audience. There are people to watch and to see them. You will never see
hooliganism when there is a very little crowd. It is always in big matches, where
there is top attention. The Sports Movement has the responsibility to work
together with public authorities. And we have improved that fight very much. But,
it is not yet finalised. And, of course, society has to help us, and the governments
have to help us. And, basically, it is collaboration between sport and governments
that will enable us to reduce the threats of violence and hooliganism.
Definitely, the next challenge, or the next threat, is corruption. The International Olympic Committee, I must admit, and I am not proud about that, has had
its share of corruption. You have heard about that. We took action. We expelled
our corrupt members. We introduced an Ethics Commission. We changed our
rules, by which we will attribute the Olympic Games to the candidate cities.
We changed our internal rules. And we had a profound reform of the International
Olympic Committee. And we have always to be alert for corruption, because there
is a big amount of money circulating in sport, and there are many temptations.
And form the point of view of the IOC, that will definitely also be a top priority.
However, corruption is spreading and increasing in many sports. Those — and
this audience who love cricket would know what I speak about, cricket is an
example of a sport that has been tainted by and let me call it an almost systemised
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corruption. We have heard many allegations in cycling and in other sports, match
fixing in soccer. That is something that, on the one hand, is very difficult to tackle,
on the other hand, is very important to address. But, basically, the way forward to
tackle corruption is what I would call transparency, accountability and corporate
governance of ruling bodies. Whenever a sports organisation has to award a
competition to bidders, whenever a sports organisation has to sign contracts with
sponsors or televisions, it should be audited, it should be transparent, and it
should be open to scrutiny and not a back door deal.
We will definitely also have to fight for values. There is a decrease in the
values of fair play, because of the pressure of winning at all costs. There is a very
important educational message to be sent to athletes and also, very important,
to coaches and also, very important, to future sports leaders. And, basically, in
the same area of values of sport, I am getting more and more concerned by
the physical and the psychological damage inflicted upon young athletes, because
of over-training and over-competition. Training methods are becoming too tough;
they are becoming too severe. And I believe it will be the task of the Intentional
Olympic Committee and its Medical Commission, together with the Medical
Commissions of all the International Federations and National Olympic Committees, to study scientifically the different training regimes and to see up to which
limit a young athlete can train and compete. And I wish we had a broad education
message and try with the governing bodies to stop the abuse that is happening
today.
And we have also in the values of sport a great responsibility in helping
athletes at the end of their carriers. What we do today is to detect scientifically
young athletes and tomorrow, with genetic screening, we will be able to
determine with great accuracy whether someone is gifted for endurance or
resistance sport or strength sports. We ask these young athletes who are fourteen,
fifteen, and sixteen to start training very heavily. And most of this training goes at
the expense of acquiring skills for future life. They do not go to school any more,
they do not study, because they are in training camps, they are abroad, and we
continue to help these athletes during their carrier. And then, at the end of their
career, when they are thirty, thirty-five, we shake their hands, we say thank you
very much, good luck and help yourself. We cannot do that. We have a social
responsibility in helping athletes at the end of their careers to integrate into
normal social and professional lives. And there are ways to do that. We have to
invest our resources into that réintégration process. We have to work with the
governments, because many governments have now started to have very good
schemes whereby athletes get facilities in studying and training at the same time,
where they can acquire skills in special sport schools, skills that will allow them
to have a normal professional life. But not all governments are doing that, and it
is, I believe, the responsibility of the Olympic Movement to push the governments
into that direction. We could easily also work with our own sponsors. The
International Olympic Committee has eleven big multinational sponsors like
Coca-Cola, Visa, etc. These are world-wide brands. They have subsidiaries in all
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the 200 countries in the world. They give us a lot of money. We might ask that a
part of that money be transformed into the hiring of young, very well prepared
athletes at the end of their carrier on their own subsidiaries. And there are many
things we can do. We have also the World Association of Olympians - this is the
association of everyone who has been at the Olympic Games - we have eighty
thousand members around the world. This is a huge network. Most of these
Olympians have succeeded in life. They have businesses, they have relations,
and they can help athletes. But, to this day, we have never done this. And that is
something that we have to do. It is our responsibility.
The third challenge is definitely to bridge the gap between the athletes and
the clubs. There is more and more a gap growing between the elite athlete and
his governing body. Athletes, nowadays, are either professionals or trained like
professionals. Top athletes today will train four to six hours a day. They will train
seven days a week and they are very demanding, and rightfully so. They want
the best coach, they want a very good doctor, they want good training camps,
and they deserve that. The problem is that, in most clubs or Federations, it is still
volunteers who work. And I am a volunteer myself. And I believe that sport
should continue to be run by volunteers, because they are the huge skeleton of
this pyramid of sport, and no country in the world could afford to decide that sport
in the future, the clubs and the Federations, should be run by professionals.
It is just unaffordable. And volunteers will be the future of sport. But, at a certain
level, volunteers have to understand that they must be able to give to the athlete
the services and the quality of services that they are not able to give themselves.
And they then have to apply to a limited number of professionals who can then
discuss with the athletes and take care of the athletes. A volunteer has a job. He
can devote one or two hours a day to his club or federation. But the athletes need
six to eight hours. So, that gap must be reduced.
The problem that is emerging, because of this difference in what volunteers
can give and what athletes request, is that many athletes then tend to create
their own private structures. We see this in many sports, in track and field. We see
this also, on a different level, in tennis, where the professional tennis players
decided to regroup themselves, to create a union. The ATP, association of tennis
professionals, is running the calendar of the international tennis competitions,
with the exception of the Grand Slams and the Davis Cup. But all the tournaments
are organised by the players themselves, and the international federations
have only a very limited control over that. They still control the rules of the games,
but not their organisation. Now, in tennis, that works well. In other sports, we
are seeing problems. In the professional sports in the United States, the players'
associations are becoming trade unions, and they have then conflicts with the club
owners and the people leading the sport. And this has led to strikes. In baseball,
in American football, in ice hockey, we had very long strikes, when the players
did not want to play any more.
And then we have the problem of the breakaway leagues, and the breakaway
leagues are definitely a problem threatening sport. It is different. It is not the
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athletes saying that they are not happy with the services they get and created
their own structures like you have in the track and field. Most top athletes
nowadays have their own manager, their own doctor; their own physiotherapist,
their own trainer, and they have no more real links with their federation. It is also
the danger of rich clubs and team sports. They do not want to play anymore in
national leagues against weaker clubs, and it is the project that, fortunately, has
failed until today of the richest club of football in Europe that would create their
own league.
And the fundamental problem of that is that the money generated by these
competitions would not flow back to the basis any more. In a normal sport
system, the money generated by the top flows back, for a part, to the grassroots
clubs, and that helps in supporting the recruitment of young athletes and the very
poor clubs at the grassroots level. In these breakaway links, the TV rights and
the sponsorship would remain within these rich clubs, and there would be a very
big divide between the basis and the top.
All of this has led, of course, to litigation. Athletes are not happy. They do not
trust their ruling bodies any more, and they sue them and go to court. It makes the
fortune of lawyers, but it is not good for the sport. And the International Olympic
Committee has then decided to create the International Court of Arbitration for
Sport, where disputes can be resolved in a very efficient and simple way.
Finally, the fourth challenge is the one where we absolutely have to achieve a
real universality in sport and at the Olympic Games. We have universality in the
Games today in that we have 200 countries in the world. That is true. But, when
you look at reality, there is still a very big gap, a very big divide between North
and South. And I will give you some figures. In the winter Games, Europe wins
85% of all the medals. And that is not good for sport. In the summer Games,
Europe wins 55% of the medals. In the summer Games, you have 200 countries
participating. Only 60 can win a medal and around 140 will not win a medal and
have never won a medal, ever.
So, what we need to do absolutely, out of justice and in the interest of sport
itself, is to do the outmost we can to raise the level of the developing countries.
Because this divide is growing and growing, and it is not fair. It is a denial of
justice and it is against the natural interest of sport. It is not an easy task.
The International Olympic Committee is doing that with the help of Olympic
Solidarity. Olympic Solidarity is a fund by which we redistribute the television
money and the sponsorship money to the National Olympic Committees around
the world with a special emphasis on the developing countries. We have achieved
already good results, but more has to be done. And what we definitely also need
to have is to have an association with the governments. The Sports Movement is
not rich enough to solve all the problems. But, with the help of the governments,
we might have a far better result. And today, a lot of governments give support
for sport for other countries within the normal bilateral support schemes. The
problem is that all these different supports are not co-ordinated. And, of course,
each government is a bit jealous of its own sovereignty and its own decisions. And
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is not always easy to ask governments to speak with each other and try to
harmonise. But that is definitely something that would give an added value to
what we do in Olympic Solidarity.
Another problem is that we do not have enough women in ruling bodies,
in governing bodies. We have 38% of women participating in the Games, but
we have only 10% of women in the International Olympic Committee. So, there,
we have to make an effort in all National Olympic Committees and all National
Federations and the International Federations to attract more women. That will
need political will, that will need probably some policies of preferential votes at
elections and definitely also training and recruiting of young women.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In conclusion, I must say that I remain optimistic for the future of sport. On this
very day, on the 23rd of June 1894, Pierre de Coubertin created the International
Olympic Committee in the University of the Sorbonne in Paris. That is, a hundred
and seven years ago. From that day on, a dream was born, a dream of Pierre de
Coubertin. And Pierre de Coubertin was able to give this dream to succeeding
generations of young athletes. Young athletes today, in spite of all the difficulties
that we have experienced in the past, still dream of practising sport, still dream
of participating one day in the Olympic Games. The Games have survived the
interruption of two World Wars. The Games have survived many boycotts. The
Games have survived what is for me the most tragic incident, the killing of eleven
Israeli athletes in the Games of Munich, and I am a child of the Munich Games.
The Games have survived major doping scandals. They are very strong. There are
threats. There are challenges. I am sure that the leaders of tomorrow, and you are
the leaders of tomorrow, will be able to overcome that.
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REFLECTIONS OF SOCIAL MODELS
AT THE ANCIENT GAMES

By Prof. Athanassios KALPAXIS (GRE)
Professor of Archaeology
Department of History and Archaeology
University of Crete

I have often wondered, as most of you I imagine, whether the modern Olympic
Games will manage to survive for a long period of time in the century that is just
beginning. The answers that have been given to these questions by specialists
and so-called specialists can be divided into the two types of projections that
apply in all cases, i.e. optimistic and pessimistic. Personally I do not feel that
I have sufficient information to take a stand on the convincing nature and logic of
the arguments which have been advanced by those who favour either view. The
only thing that I can do as an archaeologist wishing to take part and contribute
something to this discussion would be to identify the parameters which have
allowed an institution to function and maintain its reputation not for just hundred
or two hundred years, but for more than one thousand years and check whether
some of these parameters still provide a guarantee of continuity which can be
interrupted only as a result of earthshaking developments, as was in fact the case
in late antiquity.
A major parameter which can easily be identified from a first study of the rich
archaeological and literary evidence, in spite of their fragmentary nature, is that
the ancient Olympic Games were fully integrated in a network of related activities
of the society of the time. They were not just a magnificent sports event, much
appreciated by the public, but the tip of a pyramid with a very wide base. The
width of this base, i.e. the education system of the ancient Greek cities which
composed it and within which, as we know, physical exercise and the cultivation
of a healthy spirit of sportsmanship at many different levels occupied a prominent
position, can be deduced from the impressive number and size of existing
gymnasium, but also, indirectly, from the numerous opportunities for students to
use the skills which they had acquired.
Apart from the Olympic Games, and the other Panhellenic contests of Delphi,
Nemea and Isthmia, the sources mention another three hundred competitions
approximately, that was being held in the relatively limited territory of the ancient
Greek world. Even though many of these contests were not staged on an annual
basis, we are led to the conclusion that, in the Hellenistic period and beyond,
there was more than one sports competition taking place during each week of the
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year. A resident of ancient Athens, a city state with a population no larger than
the present population of the city of Patras, in the course of one year could watch
for example at least ten sports competitions without having to leave his place of
residence. Athenian athletes could test their talents and skills at the lesser and
Great Panathenaea, the lesser and great Eleusinian mysteries, the Herakleia,
Oschophoreia, Theseia, Epitaphia, Apatouria, Mounichia, Aianteia, Olympia,
Vendideia, Disotiria, Hermeia or, reaching the borders of their city's territory,
at the Amphiareia of Oropos.
Although, in most cases, we do not know the detailed programme of these
games, we can assume that it was not equally rich in all of them. But one did
not have to wait four years for the next Great Panathenaea, the most important
competition of the city, to enjoy a plethora of events. Let us take the example
of the Theseia, a less known event by which the Athenians honoured their city's
founder. They were held each year in October and lasted three days. The
event began with a morning procession during which the animals were taken to
sacrifice. Then came contests for trumpeters and heralds where the latter would
compete in panegyric speeches and poetical recitations. They were followed by
military competitions called and at which prizes were given for bearing and
weapons. Three military groups competed in these events, the elite troops, the
foreign troops and the Athenians' cavalry. In the evening there were torch races
for different age groups. Participants were divided into the following categories:
boys, juniors, and young men, men and occasionally, riders.
The athletic and equestrian events were held on the following days. The
programme of athletics included the long-distance race (dolichos), the single
foot-race (stadion), the double foot-race (diaulos), wrestling, boxing, the pancration, as well as events of military origin, the hoplite race (race in armour), fencing
with a shield and spear, fencing with a shield and short sword and the javelin
throw. These games were open to five age groups, i.e. three boys categories (first,
second and third age), a mixed age category and a category of men which could
include non-Athenians. Only the men's category could compete in the full
programme; the boys of the mixed and third age groups did not compete in the
military events, whilst the two younger categories did not compete in the dolichos.
The equestrian contests took place on the third day and included ten events in
all: the speed race, the two- and four - horse chariot races, the akambios (a race
over a straight track), the simple diaulos and the diaulos with horses in war armour
and javelin-throwing on horseback, the last event on the programme.
Can we compare the Theseia-making all due allowances of course - to
present-day sports competition? To some extend I would say yes. We also have
today one-day sports events in honour of the modern "heroes" of sport, history,
politics or the economy such as, for example, the Tsicliteria, the Papafleseia or
the Vardinogianeia, to mention only those which were held in this country in
the last few days. As in the Theseia, there was international participation in these
competitions. Today too, there is a large number of events on the programme,
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thirty or more each day, just like ancient times - from the 5th century onwards in
any case - nowadays too professional athletes will take part in the competitions.
Today still events are staged in different categories, the only difference being that
the main classification is no longer by age, but by gender, i.e. men and women.
However, younger athletes are also given the opportunity to show their skills by
competing in the so-called second series. Winners are still rewarded with prizes
of higher or lesser material value.
In my view, there are two major differences when you compare antiquity
to our times. The first concerns the sports specialisation of even the smallest
competitions. This was something, which could also be seen sometimes in antiquity.
For example, at the Munychia festival in celebration of the victory at Salamis, only
rowing races were organised; however, this was a rather rare phenomenon. As
a rule, the games were not just a means of showing outstanding physical skills, as
is the case today, but they included a large number of elements which formed the
model which the citizen of an ancient Greek city wanted to imitate. This was the
image that the contests wanted to impress on the spectator. At the Theseia he
would be watching citizens who were strong and fast, who could handle a sword,
a spear and a shield efficiently, so as to protect, if need be, their city's interests,
even during the war, citizens who could mobilise and encourage their fellowcitizens with a trumpet, who could maintain and skilfully ride a good horse, the
most effective war instrument at that time. He would not only see full-fledge
soldiers, but also mature citizens; educated citizens who were able to recite poems
in public, citizens of culture, fully conscious of the image they projected.
A second difference in my view would be the level of the spectators' participation. The amounts spent for the games, which were by no means small when
we think that the costs of a small festival like the Theseia could be higher than
that of the lesser Panathenaea, did not cover only the athletes'needs. The opening
procession of the festival ended with a large sacrifice of many animals, offered by
wealthy families of the city. The sale of the animals' hides covered part of the costs
of the games, while the meat was distributed among all citizens present during
a rich open banquet. This shows that spectators were not simply passive viewers,
as is unfortunately the case nowadays, and the main source of direct or indirect
funding, but an active actor in the whole event, whose main purpose was to
satisfy their own needs and desires.
Let us now verify what we have just established by means of another example.
On the small, but highly sacred island of Délos, a festival in honour of the god
Apollo, the Delia, was celebrated every five years. Like the Theseia, this festival
was originally celebrated each year, before becoming a quinquennial event from
the fifth century onwards, probably along the model of Olympia, although the
annual celebration persisted under the name of Apollonia. In its older version, the
festival mainly included musical contests, i.e. song and dance, and only one sports
event, wrestling. In the 5th century, the programme of the gymnic games was
significantly expanded to include the stadion, diaulos and dolichos foot races for
beardless men and boys, as well as the hoplite race, wrestling, the pancration, the
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pentathlon and a torch race, while equestrian contests were added later. Delians
as well as foreigners competed in these games and winners received silver cups
and branches of sacred laurel.
Although the emphasis was shifted progressively to athletics, the musical
contests retained their prominent position in the festival, culminating in the
performance of the so-called Delian maidens. In accordance with the Homeric
Hymn, in archaic times, the choir was imitating the speech of different places
and sang the hymn of Apollo, Artemis and Leto. The performers also praised the
memory of ancestors. At the time when the Delia were controlled by the city of
Athens, in the fifth and fourth century, the choir members were not only known
for their singing talent, but also for their beauty and grace. From the third century BC the appearances of the Delian choir would be accompanied by performances by local children's choirs. Four such choirs competed every year and the
winner's prize went to the sponsor who had trained the children.
The fame of the Delian games was so great in the remaining parts of Greece
that Aristoteles included them among the major quinquennial festivals. Indeed,
delegations from the whole of Greece and beyond would arrive on the small
island. We know of choirs from Messina or a children's choir from Kea or the
other islands of the Cyclades. Athens participation was of course quite special.
Moreover, athletes from faraway Sidon or Alexandria would take part in the
athletic contests.
As in the other Greek festivals, the musical and sports contests of Délos opened
with an event which allowed the public to become directly involved, a procession
of particular splendour at which participants wore unusually sumptuous garments.
The procession ended with a sacrifice in honour of the divinities, to obtain
their blessing. The information which has survived according to which in 373 BC
the Athenians alone had sent 109 oxen for that purpose, clearly indicates the
magnificence of this sacrifice. Of course, the meat of the sacrificed animals was
distributed among the people who had come to watch the games, as was the case
at the Theseia.
The similarities with our modern competitions are once again evident. The
games programme was constantly expanding, their organisation being a major
source of wealth for the island. However, the differences we have identified
for the Theseia, especially that pertaining to the level of direct participation of
spectators, also apply here.
The major difference compared to the present situation is to be found, in my
opinion, at the level of the aims of the competition. At the centre of an ancient
Greek festival which included athletic contests, you would not find the spectators
or the athletes, not even their performance or the spectacle they provided. And
certainly not any financial benefits which could arise. At the very heart of the
festival, there was a concept, which as a rule took the form of a divinity, that
accompanied man as a determining parameter in his life, and was therefore
accepted by all. The modern Olympic Games have focused, for a long period of
time on the concept of national competition. The diminishing importance of the
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role of today's nation states, shows us that this concept no longer brings any
long-time prospects. I am unable to predict what will replace it in the near
future. All of us, however, who wish to preserve this institution, should attempt
to define it at the highest qualitative level. Because I strongly believe that if the
only objective is money and a senseless show, where athletes and spectators
will belong to two watertight camps, then the prospects of the modern games
reaching the duration of the games of antiquity are dismal indeed.
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A VIEW THROUGH THREE LENSES.
AN ANALYSIS OF PROGRESS
IN THE PARALYMPIC MOVEMENT
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IOC Member and IPC President

I.

Introduction

I have chosen the use of a camera lens as a metaphor through which we
might view the current sport scene for athletes with a disability in the Paralympic
movement:
(1) the Outsider View, or how we are perceived by spectators and others;
(2) the Informing View, on which the Outsider bases his or her perception;
and,
(3) the Ideal View, to which the International Paralympic Committee (IPC),
as an organisation, wishes to achieve in the best interests of athletes with
a disability all over the world.
If we expand that metaphor to include both kaleidoscopic and microscopic
views, we observe the changing forms of disability sport and the varying patterns
which have emerged in the 40-or-so years between our first Paralympic Summer
Games in Rome, in 1960, and the XI Paralympic Summer Games Sydney 2000.
Even in the few months which have transpired since Sydney, more changes
have occurred, for the good and for not so good. Needless to say, it is our
objective to press on, to remedy the not so good and to promote and enhance
the good.
By now, most of the world is aware of the incidence of cheating by some
athletes who participated in Sydney as members of the International Association of
Sports for the Intellectually Disabled (INAS-FID). Steps are being taken now by the
IPC to help ensure this does not happen again. However, we can juxtaposition this
negative news with the very positive landmark contract with Athens wherein it is
agreed by the Host Organising Committee that for the first time ever, Paralympic
athletes will not be charged Entry Fees for participation in the Paralympic Summer
Games 2004.
Most recently, in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia, we staged an IPC 2001 Congress
where our member nations, IOSDs, sports, athletes and staff, had an opportunity
to express their views on themes of Governance, Roles and Responsibilities
and Structure as they pertain to our organisation. The discussions, consensus
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statements and recommendations which resulted from this convergence of minds,
opened our eyes further to recognise a membership that wants change. We accept
this as a challenge and as an opportunity and will deploy a strategic review and
plan so that changes can be implemented as quickly as possible.
We are proud of our growth, our development and our progress, and I hope
you will enjoy this opportunity to observe our organisation and our movement
through this transparent vision of how I believe we can look at ourselves if we
were given a mirror.
Permit me to make some observations as I approach the end of my third
and final term as President of the IPC. First of all, I see, clearly, that we are at
a crossroads. We are asking such questions as:
1. "Whether or not we should be responsible only for the Paralympic
Summer and Winter Games, or if we could continue to be responsible for
Regional Games and Championships."
2. "Whether or not we should change or alter the roles and responsibilities
of our elected political officials, now that we have a full roster of
professional staff at our international Headquarters in Bonn, Germany,
who are capable of assuming some of those responsibilities."
3. "How can we best meet the challenges and opportunities of marketing,
disability classification and the consideration of accepting new sports into
our programmes?"
We must exercise the courage to take risks and implement change if and when
necessary. At any crossroads, the underlying question is which route to follow;
whether to maintain the status quo or to make decisions for change, which cannot
be easily met, for Change always creates uncertainty. There can be no doubt that
the very world in which we live, work and play, is a world of rapid, extensive and
continuous change. There will always be those who contend that the world is far
more difficult as a result. Yet, returning to a simpler time is not only improbable,
it is impossible, for if we are to survive in this evolving world, we must accept
that change is inevitable. I know that unless we have the courage to accept
the challenge and take the risks involved, we may be left behind. We are an
athlete-centred movement and rapid change is to be expected with our
involvement in all aspects of international sport.
With that in mind, we have indeed arrived at a crossroads, and it is time that
we critically evaluate both the successes and the continued challenges facing the
organisation and the movement.
In order to fully evaluate the progress of this organisation, it is important
that we step back and review the progress made and the challenges facing the
IPC and the Paralympic movement in general. By eliminating personal biases and
reflecting carefully on where we are and where we want to be, we will really
know where we are and how we are viewed in order that we can truly move
forward. Such a reflection is timely and indeed necessary, in view of recent events.
It is timely for we are "sport" and therefore, our efforts are interpreted in relation
to the known model of sport.
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This examination will serve the purpose of a critical examination and a
summative evaluation. For years we have discussed our ongoing progress. At
this point we have achieved many goals and it is time to focus on those
achievements and determine where to go from there. But first, let us examine our
assumptions.

Assumptions
In any reflective or analytical process it is important to examine the
assumptions that are made. It is fair to say that the IPC, and the Paralympics, have
been promoted as:
1. A conduit for the development of positive attitudes towards people with
a disability, and to integration and inclusion.
2. A window through which one can view the abilities of people with
a disability.
3. A showcase for the progress people with a disability have made in the
latter half of the 20th century.
4. A catalyst for future opportunities for people with a disability and for
the movement to inclusion.
5. A manifestation of the truly ethical sports environment - sportsmanship
as a moral category.
However, these are perhaps somewhat idealistic and obviously there is a bias
towards the positive. Therefore, how do we undertake this examination from
a critical, reflective and unbiased view?
Let me introduce you to two important elements in this discussion: A concept
and the "Outsider" perspective.
(1) Let us use the concept or metaphor as a camera lens through which we
take a snapshot of reality; or, the video camera lens through which we
capture the dynamic nature of reality. And,
(2) Let us adopt the "Outsider" perspective - the term "Outsider" perspective
is used in psychology to describe the biased and often negative view of
disability. It is fundamentally based on a lack of knowledge and
erroneous assumptions about the nature of disability.
It appears to me that we must consider the Outsider's (an individual
uninformed about the Paralympics) view through three (3) lenses if we are to
achieve this goal of unbaised reflection.

II. The Concept: A View Through 3 Lenses
With each lens there is an associated question:
(a) The Outsider Lens
What does or what may the Outsider - those uninformed with regard
to the Paralympic movement, see when he or she looks into the Paralympic
world?
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(b) The Informing Lens
On what experiences and perspectives may the Outsider base his or her
interpretation of the view of the Paralympics?
(c) The Ideal Lens
What is it that we ideally want the Outsider to observe through the lens into
the Paralympic world?
For the purposes of this lecture, I have attempted to step back from my
knowledge and biases and think from the point of view of the Outsider; to
consider where he and she obtains a frame of reference with which to evaluate
the Paralympic movement and Paralympic Games.
(a) The Outsider View
The first lens through which we look is the "Outsider's View." This is the
process of stepping into the shoes of "another", of conceptualising what others
may see, and what he or she might observe on looking in.
The temptation is of course to assume that the Outsider will observe the
positive elements of our movement, as in for example our tremendous growth.
In 1989 we were comprised of 43 nations. We have increased our membership
to 178 nations today, and are now serving and showcasing 24 sports. The Outsider
will observe our spectacle - of the summer and Winter Paralympic Games - of
the breathtaking images that were Sydney 2000 and Nagano 1998. He or she might
observe the excellence of our athletes who are made up of, among others,
amputees and totally blind who run the 100 m in Athletics, in an astounding
11.0 seconds; paralysed weightlifters who lift nearly 300 kilograms; and, one-legged
amputees on sit-skis who conquer the Alpine slopes at 100 + kilometres per hour.
They will observe demonstrations of the abilities of our athletes and not their
Disabilities. They will observe phenomenal performance with a combination of
athletes and technology producing world class times on the track, on the field, in
the pool, in the velodrome and in the equestrian arena, to mention a few.
Above all, they may observe and vicariously experience the enormous pride
that accompanies success after years of hard work and commitment.
However:
They may also observe other views, often through the media, which
unfortunately highlight the negative rather than the positive. They may hear of
athletes deliberately inducing autonomie dysreflexia (called "Boosting") which
potentially places their health at risk, in the name of sports. And they may say:
"Why would someone, who has already suffered a spinal injury, do such a thing?"
It doesn't make sense.
They may read about "another" doping scandal in a sport and ask the question: "Why would an athlete who already has a disability partake in drugs that are
harmful to their health?" This, too, makes no sense.
They may read of organisations that have betrayed all athletes in the
pursuit of the laurel wreath. And they may say: "What kind of environment is this?"
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They may hear of athletes who deliberately overestimate their lack of function during classification in order to achieve an unfair advantage. And they
might say: "This is rather familiar."
They may see very little print media, radio and/or television coverage, or
none at all in some countries, and may perceive the Paralympics as relatively
unimportant in relation to other forms of sport.
Or:
They may speak with disgruntled athletes, who, after long careers as athletes
feel that they have been cast adrift and are no longer appreciated by the organisation or federation for whom they had faithfully performed.
They may say: 'I do see some good but I also see some "not so good".'
Hence, we are left with a number of questions.
1. What informs the Outsider with regard to his or her observations of our
movement?
2. On what does he or she base the interpretation of the images he or she
sees?
3. What sensitises the Outsider to the messages that they receive about the
Paralympic Games?
(b) The Informing View
Let us therefore look through the Informing Lens and develop an appreciation
for factors, which may influence the perception of the Outsider. The Informing
Lens in this case looks into the world of elite able-bodied sports. This view is
very much about the images that are brought to us by the media. Often, they are
extremely negative and may result in a paradigm (analytical model) against which
disability sport is also judged.
It is evident that elite able-bodied sport has become formulated upon a
business and entertainment model. Such a model is focused primarily on
winning and on monetary gain, with little regard for the athlete.
This model is what Peter Mclntosh (Fair Play) called "industrialised" sport. The
values and ethics of the business and entertainment model have intruded into all
levels of sports, including youth sports. The blurring of the boundaries between
sport and athletics, amateur and professional sport, has a great deal to do with the
problems we face in "sport".
Whose view should we take in our evaluation of the state of sport? If we want
to understand the "state of sport", we would do well to consider the opinion of the
unbiased observer looking in. But, first, where does the outsider gain his or her
perspective? The media? And what does the observer hear or see? The "face" of
sport presented to outsiders primarily through the media is not entirely positive.
What the observer sees and is aware of, is the world of industrialised athletics.
The observer reads daily, and hears on the radio:
(1) of stories about professional athletes making a fortune: one American
baseball player signed a recent contract for a quarter of a billion US dollars;
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(2) of harm to young athletes including child abuse;
(3) of parents killing each other on behalf of their children; and of children
taking performance enhancing drugs; and,
(4) of athletes breaching their promises (contracts) or who refuse to sign,
despite the rules of their respective leagues/federations, in order that they
may achieve selfish goals regardless of others — either other athletes or
team-mates.
We have argued that the ethics and practices of the business and entertainment
world had "intruded" into elite level sports and that such influence was often
incompatible with the concept of sport.
The Outsider is continually being informed (or misinformed) by headlines with
regard to the practice of the business and entertainment model. Such is the power
of media and media sensationalism.
The Outsider will be inundated with stories of athletes using performance
enhancement DRUGS such as EPO, marijuana, nandrolone and anabolic steroids.
We have experienced the Ben Johnson Scandal of Seoul in 1988; the Mark Maguire
Story of 2000 and most recently the Tour de France of last summer. The observer
will note a double standard in relation to paradoxes in sport, where such & such
is banned and in other sports where it is allowed. Dr Andrew Pipe summarises
the problem well:
"The phenomenon of drugs in sport sprang up in part because as physicians,
scientists and health professionals we ignored a reality that was growing in our
midst. We heard no evil, saw no evil, and spoke no evil. As a consequence of
our silence, our indifference or more harshly, our negligence, the use of drugs to
accentuate athletic performance became deeply embedded within the sub-culture
of some sports."
A recent Investigative Reports program called "Dying to Win" (2000) suggested
that most athletes at the top level are using banned substances. A study by Melia,
Pipes and Wilmore (1996) suggested that an estimated 83,000 children from
11-18 in Canada, report using or having used anabolic steroids. Worse is the
estimate that up to 21% of users has reported obtaining the drugs through medical
channels (Buckley et al, 1988).
Understandably, the Outsider will become sceptical about honesty, integrity
and trust in sports.
The Outsider will hear of deliberate breaches of trust within organisations
and will learn that those in organisations have betrayed our collective trust. The
Outsider will question: 'How can we trust sports when those that administer
the sports engage in dishonest practices?'
Some of you know may know of the Graeme James affair and the Gordon
Stuccles stories. Evidence suggests that such behaviour may be widespread but
not reported. A 1995 Canadian survey (reported at the 1999 Professional Skaters
Association conference) revealed that 80% of athletes were aware of sexual abuse
and harassment issues. Twenty-one percent of athletes in a survey reported
having experienced sexual intercourse with an authority figure. Why?
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Listen to one young hockey player formerly with the NHL whose coach was
accused of sexual intimidation and whose words were quoted in many Canadian
media articles.
"The coach is so respected. Your parents send you away and say. Do what the
coach says. At that age you listen. That's your first step if you want to play pro."
He went on to say "You do not have a clue what to do. You tell your mother and
she makes you come home. You tell your friends and they will just portray you as
a gay guy. It's a very scary thing..."
Listen to the words of a 20-year-old swimmer: "I was 13 when he made his first
advances and it's been like carrying a heavy weight around all these years. My
feelings towards him are absolute hatred. My parents had complete trust in him.
It's not something they will ever get over... I had had no idea so many other girls
were involved. When I found out I just couldn't believe it."
And finally, the Outsider may also observe VIOLENT BEHAVIOUR in the name
of sports. He or she will shake his or her head in relation to parents and conflict.
Parents engage in open and occasionally deadly conflict with each other, coaches
or officials on behalf of their children in sports. Their children will learn that
this is how to deal with conflict; and officials and coaches will leave sports. The
Outsider will learn of athletes who are ultimately prosecuted because the laws
of society can no longer permit sport to be a law unto itself. The Outsider learns
of assaults, sexual assaults and rape, aggression, team brawls (particularly evident
in hockey, football, soccer and baseball) - even murder — all on behalf of sports.
With the advent of the Internet and increased global communication, we can
literally flood the airwaves with negativity in sports.
Of course, the Outsider may also observe positive aspects of able-bodied elite
sports, but it is clear that media continuously informs us of what is negative
about able bodies sports rather than what is positive. Unfortunately, this is
the paradigm by which the uninformed Outsider analyses sports.
(c) The Ideal View
So, what is it that we want the Outsider to see? What are the ideal images that
we wish him or her to observe?
We can do little about the negativity surrounding able-bodied sports but we
can do a great deal to promote the positive aspects of what the Paralympics
represents. For example, we want the Outsider to observe excellent performances in an ethical environment.
We want the Outsider to see a model of sport that places its athletes at the
centre of its structure and its organisation.
We want the Outsider to see a world of sport that is not only honest, ethical
and athlete centred, but that is:
1. Treated equitably by the able-bodied sports organisations, and not as
second-class.
2. Striving towards equality for all its athletes: men and women alike, the
severely disabled, all-sports, all-disabilities and all countries.
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We want the Outsider to appreciate the tremendous influence that Paralympic
sport has on opportunities for all persons with a disability, and we are
concentrating much of our current efforts on this area called Development.
We want the Outsider to observe an organisation that advocates for the rights
of people with a disability on a world-wide basis.
We want the Outsider to know that as a result of having hosted various
Paralympic Summer and Winter Games, cities have been left with a legacy, of
world class transit systems accessible to people with a disability, as well as the
removal of barriers which prevent people with a disability from independence
and quality of life. We want our legacies to include the increased awareness and
promotion of education, employment, housing and transportation; but, most of
all, of attitude.
We want the Outsider to see a cohesive structure based on the principle of
solidarity and unity, and we want the Outsider to observe an organisation that
promotes unity and solidarity, both internally and externally.
We want the Outsider to observe an exciting product.
We want to be observed as high profile and marketable. For it is marketability that increases public awareness and profile. It is profile that nurtures influence.
It is influence that advances the cause of all people with a disability.
And, finally, we want the Outsider to observe just how successful we have
been as an organisation and a movement. This is not to suggest that we do not
recognise the challenges that face us. This is not to say that we trivialise some
of the serious indiscretions with which we have been faced and with which we
have had to deal. But, this is to say that above all, we are, in the final analysis,
a monumental success.
I think back to Sir Ludwig Guttman, founding father of the Paralympic
movement in post-war Britain in 1948, and the challenges he faced with his
16 athletes and a blueprint for rehabilitation. And I imagine how proud he would
be today if he could observe the fruits of the seeds planted by himself and other
pioneers since.
That is what I want the Outsider to observe.
(i) What Must Happen to Achieve this View?
We now must turn to the inevitable question: what must happen to achieve this
ideal view? First of all, I believe we must create a Vision and Mission upon which
we can focus to attain our goals. We must maintain a respect for Athletes and to
recognise our Athletes. We must maintain an advocacy-based organisation in
which have been integrated respective Commissions for focus on various areas of
operational involvement. We must be a compassionate organisation, which prides
itself on demonstrating those qualities of Trust, Tolerance and Understanding. We
must be an equitable organisation. We must be an educational organisation who
promotes Development and Communication world-wide. We must be a strong
and united organisation respectful of our relationships and partnerships, our
liaisons with the IOC, the International Federations, the United Nations and other
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groups, always exercising unity and tolerance. We must be a focused organisation.
We must make every attempt to become a high profile organisation for the
benefit of our athletes. We must be an ethical organisation, which carefully
observes an appropriate code of ethics.
(ii) What is Being Done to Achieve this View?
The next logical question is: What is being done currently by the IPC and its
members to achieve this view?
Our current initiatives are many, among which is an Athlete's Hall of Fame,
Museum and Ambassador Programme which will recognise and preserve the
outstanding achievements and contribution of our current and retired sports
heroes. We have implemented the representation of our athletes on various Commissions, both our own and those of the IOC. We have formed Commissions for
issues such as women in sport, athletes with severe disabilities, and development.
We have also formed an Ethics Commission. We have created a Solidarity
Programme for athletes from developing nations. We have implemented the
Paralympic Congress to be held in conjunction with our Paralympic Games, and
have followed up on our initial Vista '93 conference with Vista '99 so that we can
learn from discussions and innovations by our researchers and sport scientists. We
are working on the restructuring of our organisation and in this regard we now
have an international Headquarters in Bonn, Germany which was officially
opened in 1999. We have just staged an IPC 2001 Congress in Malaysia where we
looked at the themes of Governance, Roles and Responsibilities and Structure. We
have signed an IOC/IPC Co-operation Agreement, which will go far to enhance
our position with respect to the contract for the successful bidding city to host
our Paralympic Summer Games in 2008. We are on the cusp of implementing a
marketing agreement with We Media, and we are making a concerted effort to
forge linkages with corporate sponsors.
Finally, we must ask what challenges still remain?

III. What Challenges Remain?
We continue to be faced with significant challenges as an organisation, but we
must address each of these if the ideal view is to be realised.
1. We must strive to eliminate unethical behaviour.
2. We must continue to advocate on behalf of women and athletes with
severe disabilities.
3. We must continue to recognise the efforts of our athletes — not only
during their competitive careers but later in retirement.
In addition, at the organisational level, our challenges are also many: for
example, we are assessing the value and benefit of the Court of Arbitration for
Sport at the Paralympic Games. We are becoming more involved with the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and concentrating on educating athletes with regard
to out-of-competition drug testing and other Doping issues. We are examining the
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topic of Governance and whether or not the IPC should be only responsible
for Paralympic Games and not for World and Regional Championships. We are
attempting to meet the challenges that accompany the credibility of our athletes
and the entire area of disability classification. We are looking at further growth in
developing nations. We have grown from 43 to 178 nations in a relatively short
time and must scale our services to meet these increased demands. We are also
embarking upon agreements and contracts with other organisations around the
world, such as the IOC, the International Federations and the United Nations. We
are trying to articulate more precisely the roles and responsibilities of our elected
political officials as they relate to that of our professional staff at Headquarters.
And, we continue on our quest for greater awareness and education on all matters
related to people with a disability. It is an endless journey and we will not cease
to strive in changing attitudes in order that people with a disability everywhere
will be able to enjoy independence and integration into mainstream society.

IV. Conclusions
I foresee our challenges for the future will involve improvements in various
important areas, so:
We must continue to develop, administer and advocate on behalf of our
athletes during and after their sports careers.
We must continue to develop sport for people with a disability in developed
and developing nations, and
We must continue to develop the IPC organisation as a fundamental tool for
enhancing the rights of people with a disability world-wide.
I have been involved with the disability sport movement for 35 years, and
am now approaching the end of 12 years and three terms as President of the
International Paralympic Committee. If I must soon pass the baton to another,
I would do so with these words of advice to my successor:
(Leadership, compassion, understanding, tolerance, patience, enthusiasm and
commitment).
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ATHENS TO ATHENS EVALUATION
OF THE MODERN GAMES AND
AN NOC VIEW OF THE SYDNEY
OLYMPIC GAMES
By Mr Sam RAMSAMY (RSA)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the National Olympic Committee
of South Africa

The Modern Olympic Games started in Athens in 1896. Since then the world
has witnessed 24 Olympic Games. The Sydney Olympics were labelled the
XXVII Games of the Olympiad but the Games of the VI, XII and XIII were
cancelled because of wars.
The Games will return to Athens in 2004 after 108 years. Will there be similarities and differences between Athens of 1896 and Athens of 2004?
The world has undoubtedly evolved tremendously since 1896. How has this
impacted on the Olympic Games? What are the negatives? What are the positive
aspects?
The impact is multi-faceted and covers a wide range of aspects. But let me
highlight just some of these. Before I do that let us touch the First Modern Olympic
Games and the early period.
Athens 1896 and the Early Games
Baron Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the Modern Olympic Games, after
lengthy and difficult negotiations, finally managed to persuade the Greek people
to hold the first Games in Athens. He had excellent support from the Greek Royal
Family, especially from the Crown Prince, Constantine, Duke of Sparta, and his
brother George.
The familiar modern-day under-estimation of the cost of Olympic facilities
seems to have had its origins at the first Athens Games. The original Coubertin
estimate of 150,000 drachmas for re-building the historic Herodes Atticus Stadium
rose to about a million drachmas (about US$ 120,000 in 1896). Thanks to the
benevolence of a very wealthy Greek living in Alexandria, Georgios Averoff,
the stadium was restored to a large extent and it was ready for the Opening Ceremony, which took place on 6 April (25 March according to the Greek calendar).
The first International Olympic Games of Athens, which concluded on 15 April
was so successful that the early frustrations of whether to hold the Games or not
were totally forgotten. The winning of the marathon by Greek Spiridon Loues
largely contributed to Greek satisfaction.
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The success of the Modern Olympic Games came in no small part as a result
of Coubertin's symbolic respect for the Greek past. The Games of Antiquity were
the most prestigious cultural event of the ancient Greek world. Few glories were
as great and as lasting as winning an Olympic crown. Despite the toppling of
empires, frequent wars, famines and other catastrophes the Games continued
without interruption for over 1,000 years.
After the success of the 1896 Games the Greeks campaigned vigorously
to make Athens the permanent site of the Olympic Games. This did not materialise
as Coubertin wanted the Games to be ambulatory and to maintain the principle
of a four-year periodicity.
The Games of 1900 went to Paris with the Games of 1904 being held in St Louis
and those of 1908 in London. Sadly, all three Games became part of international
trade fairs.
Although Pierre de Coubertin had a stronger individual grip of the IOC after
the first Games of Athens, he had to seek a compromise in allowing the Games to
become part of the international trade fairs of Paris, St Louis and London so as
to preserve the ambulatory nature and the four-year period of the Games. There
were very few bidders for the Games during this period.
After Athens the Games period became long and tedious. The Games stretched
through many months. It was only since Los Angeles in 1932 that the Games were
compressed to a respectable period. The Games in Sydney stretched over 17 days.
The period for Athens 2004 is identical.

Politics and Racism
Whenever and wherever nations assemble for any form of an international
forum, the sense of national pride inevitably gives rise to some form of politics.
Sadly, this cannot be avoided.
The Games of Antiquity could not escape the politics of its period, although
the early Games were strictly reserved for Greek citizens the Olympic Truce had
to be instituted to prevent wars between the Greek City States damaging the
Games. City-State pride inspired great reverence for Olympic victors. City States
sponsored athletes so that they could return victorious from Olympia.
In the year 388 BC the Greek tyrant Dionysios of Syracuse, who sent several
teams of horses to the Games and an ostentatious tent to house his delegates,
received the full wrath of the spectators who looted the magnificent tent.
The first Games in Athens were, by no means, non-political. The Greek Royal
Family used the occasion to cement its importance because its constitutional
powers were severely limited.
The St Louis Games of 1900 brought out the worst in racism in sport. As part
of the Games the organisers arranged a two-day contest called the "Anthropological Days". Olympic events were parodied by Patagonians, Japanese Ainus, African
Pygmies, Moros from the Phillipines, American Sioux Indians, Turks, Coropas from
Mexico and Syrians. Events like pole climbing and mud fights were included in
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these Games. Ferenc Kemeny, the IOC member in Hungary, gave a report to
Coubertin, who was not present at the Games. Kemeny reported that the organisers totally misunderstood the meaning of the Olympic spirit and said:
/ was not only present at a sporting contest but also at a fair
Where there were sports, where there was cheating, where
Monsters were exhibited as a joke.
Coubertin described these events as an "outrageous charade" and said that the
Americans were seeking sensation rather than the development of sport through
the Olympic spirit. Coubertin asserted his anti-racist philosophy by stating that
such events:
Witt of course lose its appeal when black men, red men and
Yellow men learn to run, jump and throw, and leave the white
Men behind them.
The London Games of 1908 recorded the first political demonstration of the
Modern Olympic Games. In the Games of 1896, 1900 and 1904 individual entries
were accepted for competition but for the London Games entries were only by
nation. Ralph Rose, the USA flag-bearer, refused to dip his flag to the British King
Edward in the march past. He is reported to have said that the American flag will
not be dipped to any foreign ruler. The Finns, under Russian occupation then,
refused to march under the flag of Tsarist Russia and entered the stadium without
a flag. The Irish were forced to compete as members of the British Team.
Coubertin was always conscious that political conflicts might interfere with
the workings of the IOC. He wanted to establish the headquarters in a country
outside of world conflict and so on 10 April 1915 Coubertin signed an agreement
with the City of Lausanne establishing the IOC administration centre and the
archives of Olympism in that city. The IOC was thus established in a country with
permanent neutrality.
However, the Germans tried to wrest the IOC headquarters and move it to
Berlin in 1942.
Count Henri de Baillet-Latour of Belgium, President of the IOC, died on
7 January 1942. Sigfrid Edstrom of Sweden, the IOC Vice-Président, was prevented
from assuming temporary leadership until 1946 because of World War II. During
this Olympic vacuum of 1942-1946 Dr Carl Diem, a passionate German Olympic
historian and Secretary of the Organising Committee of the Berlin Olympics,
attempted to transfer the centre from Lausanne to Berlin. But Madame Zanchi,
the IOC Secretary at the time, prevented Diem from removing the documents by
hiding them in a cellar in Lausanne.
The major political dilemma for the Olympic Games arose at the Berlin
Games in 1936. Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party came into power two years after
Berlin was awarded the Games. The Nazis' strong anti-Jewish policies were
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somewhat defended by some of the most powerful members of the IOC in their
obsession to ensure that the Games were not cancelled.
The strongest opposition to holding the Games came from the USA. Ernest
Jahncke, IOC Member in the USA, violently opposed American participation. He
sought a confrontation with Avery Brundage, the President of the USA
Olympic Committee. In 1935 Hitler proclaimed the Nuremberg Laws which made
Jews sub-humans. Jahncke then intensified his campaign to withdraw USA
participation. One of the other American IOC members, General Charles Sherill,
assured the American Jews of his support to maintain racial equality. But
widespread discrimination against Jewish athletes continued in Germany.
Count Henri de Baillet-Latour, the President of the IOC, saw Jahncke as
a traitor for not accepting Hitler's assurance that the Olympic Charter will be
observed and asked Jahncke to resign from the IOC. Jahncke refused. However,
at the IOC Session held just prior to the Games Jahncke, the lone IOC dissenter,
was expelled, by a vote of 49-0. In Jahncke's place the IOC elected Avery
Brundage.
The Berlin Games themselves were marred by incidents of racism. The ten
black members of the USA track and field team were dubbed "Black Auxiliaries"
by the German propaganda machine. Black American Jesse Owens, who won
four gold medals at the Berlin Games, although shunned by the German Regime
was nevertheless a great favourite with the majority of the German fans.
The Olympic politics continued after the war on the question of the two
Germanys. Thereafter began the Cold War politics, which culminated in mass
boycotts of the Olympic Games of Moscow (1980) and Los Angeles (1984).
Apartheid South Africa's re-entry in Mexico in 1968 was aborted by the threat
of a mass boycott of the Games. Rhodesia was expelled from the Munich Games
in 1972, again because of racism.
In recent history only the Games of 1992, 1996 and 2000 were free of direct
political problems.

Amateurism
The Modern Games as envisaged by Coubertin were the exclusive participatory
property of amateur sportsmen.
During the Games of Antiquity there was no eligibility clause on the occupational status of the athletes. The City States often sponsored their top athletes
and many competed at several competitions and received peripheral rewards.
Whether the Modern Games were ever truly amateur is debatable. However,
after the Olympic Games of Stockholm, Jim Thorpe became the first victim of
amateurism. Jim Thorpe won the Decathlon and Pentathlon in Stockholm - a total
of 15 events. Besides his two gold medals, King Gustav V of Sweden presented
Thorpe with a bronze bust and a jewelled model of a Viking ship for his triumphs.
In 1913 Thorpe was accused of having been a professional athlete when
he competed in the Olympics. Thorpe did admit that he was offered a meagre
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$15.00 a week to play baseball in a North Carolina league. Many other college
athletes were using assumed names and received remuneration but sadly, Thorpe,
unaware of the complication and out of naivety, registered in his own name. He
was forced to return his medals and the trophies.
During the Olympic Congresses of 1913 and 1921 the debate on the definition
of an amateur continued. In 1925 the clear enunciation was that "an amateur is
the one who devotes himself to sport for sport's sake without receiving directly his
means of existence." A caveat stated that no athlete was to receive "broken-time"
payments. Reverend Laffan of England said that this would be a blow for poor
people.
The issue of amateurism and athletes' motivation continued during 1928. The
American definition included massive subsidisation of college athletes and the
European definition incorporated "broken-time" payments. However, the British
establishment, representative of an upper-middle and affluent class, rejected both
the American and European versions.
The Coubertin version of amateurism was a concept of eighteenth century
England when English aristocracy played with each other. However, it became
outmoded as national pride motivated many countries to support their top
athletes.
The iron-fisted control of the Games during the presidency of Avery Brundage
(1952-1972) made it virtually impossible to modify the IOC Amateur Code.
After his departure Lord Killanin, the new IOC president, did liberalise the code
but with the line of demarcation between an amateur and a professional
becoming virtually non-existent the present Olympic Charter makes no mention
of amateurism.
Since 1988 there has been a massive integration of professional sport into
the Olympic Games. Today no sport on the Olympic Programme excludes
professionals, with the exception of boxing. This does not mean that Olympic
boxers do not receive remuneration. Professional boxing, as we know it today,
is made up of a plethora of organisations. At the last count there were 14 international bodies awarding world championship titles. Hopefully this will change.

Commercialism and Television
Both commercialism and television are important components of the Modern
Games. As the Games grew in popularity it was inevitable that the international
social and economic forces of the day would permeate into the Olympic Games.
The popularity of the Games necessitated making the Games more grandiose.
By the end of the Second World War, and with the addition of competitors from
the former Soviet Union for the first time, the stage was set for the Olympics to
become an international spectacle of unprecedented visibility and importance.
The United States and the former Soviet Union emerged from the Second
World War as the world's two great imperial powers; and each was caught up in
a drive to expand its markets and its political philosophies. Sporting success gave
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instant international visibility and the Cold War games can be played openly on a
world-stage, as sport was now the war without weapons.
All of this was a news reporter's dream. Not only did the Games combine
pageantry and excitement with powerful romantic images of the human quest
for excellence; they also had political overtones that helped guarantee a large and
interested audience for Olympic coverage.
The full exploitation of commercial involvement was only realised by the IOC
with the election of Juan Antonio Samaranch as President in 1980. Until then the
IOC relied heavily on income from loosely formulated contracts of television
rights.
Samaranch initially formulated TOP (The Olympic Programme) and attracted
the multinational corporations to advertise their wares through the Olympic
Games. The programme now known as "World Wide Partners" has helped fill
the IOC coffers and provide the corporations an effective and instant association
with excellence. The programme brings the Olympic Movement an income in the
excess of $500 million leading up to Athens 2004.
The first television broadcast of the Games was in 1948. The London Games
received a sum of £1,500.00 ($2,250.00) as broadcast fees.
The Olympic Games are one of the most saleable of international products on
television. There is no language barrier and a wide range of sports is common to
most parts of the world. However, it took some time for the potential of television
coverage to be fully realised by the Olympic Movement.
It was only in 1960 that the Olympic television rights were sold again. The
Mexico Organising Committee sold the USA television rights to ABC for $4 million
and handed over $150,000.00 to the IOC.
In 1976, ABC bought the USA rights for $25 million but made over three
times that amount selling advertising for as much as $72,000.00 per minute.
In 1984, ABC paid $225 million for the television rights of the Los Angeles
Games.
The massive sums paid by advertisers for access to large US television
audiences have given TV companies the economic power to compete in an
auction which has seen the price of Olympic television rights rocketing. The bulk
of Olympic income now derives from US television rights.
The IOC now controls all television rights. Already television rights have
been sold to many television companies throughout the world. Although
not yet totally finalised, more than $1.4 billion have been raised for the Athens
Games.
Television has provided the Olympic Games an exposure that cannot be
quantified by any measure. The popularity of the Olympic Games was highlighted
by the fact that 3.7 billion individuals in 220 countries watched more than
36 billion viewer hours of the Sydney Games television coverage. This was an
increase of 2.6 billion on Atlanta in 1996.
Television has thus made the Olympic Games the most popular sports event
the world has ever known.
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Drugs
The popularity of the Olympic Games and the prestige the Games bring to
individual successes has led to some serious violation of sports ethics.
Although instances of cheating have been discovered in modifying competition
equipment and other rules violations the most serious threat is now, undoubtedly,
the issue of drug-taking.
It is believed that the use of performance enhancing drugs has long been
endemic in sport. In the early days special diets were the norm for success in sport
and fitness. Nowadays athletes for achieving success use chemical ingestion to
boost performance.
However, as doping was considered a technical matter its monitoring
was largely left to the International Federations. In fact, its operation is still within
the ambit of International Federations with the IOC assuming control during the
Olympic Games.
Although the IOC identified the problem of drug abuse in sport as early as
1937 it was only in the 1960's that the IOC intensified its policing.
Meanwhile athletes were consuming liberal dosages of drugs, as there were
no effective means of detecting drug-use.
The IOC began its first anti-doping measures at the Olympic Games in 1968.
Testing at the Olympic Winter Games in 1968 in Grenoble was undertaken by
the respective International Federations, while at the Summer Games in Mexico
the IOC assumed control.
Since then the IOC has conducted numerous researches to ensure effective
policing and to expand its education programme. But the IOC has jurisdiction only
at the Olympic Games. Therefore testing and policing is left largely to the
International Federations.
The major issues today are that drug intake procedures and effective shielding
of bodily drugs are a step ahead of the monitoring and policing methods. Besides,
litigation measures also seem to halt appropriate measures against drug users.
How effective shielding of bodily drugs is was revealed during an investigation
of the security apparatus of the former East German Government.
The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) was recently established by the joint
efforts of the IOC and world governments to oversee all aspects of drug-abuse and
anti-doping education.
No doubt, drug-abuse is the present major thread to the Olympic Movement
and sport generally.

Sydney Games
Two years before the Sydney Olympic Games were scheduled to
commence there was widespread concern that the organisers will not have
everything in place for the Games. Speculation arose largely from the Australian
media.
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At the closing ceremony of the Games, IOC President, Juan Antonio
Samaranch, pronounced the Sydney Games "the best Olympic Games ever". But
he said this at the conclusion of the Games in Barcelona and after the Winter
Games in Lillehammer and Nagano. This is no surprise as improvements and
fine-tuning is inevitable as we move from one Games to the next. But how did
the National Olympic Committees view the Games of Sydney?
The volunteer corps in Sydney was certainly the group that brought
extraordinary respect to Sydney. It was the best volunteer group ever assembled
for the Olympic Games.
There were similarities in spectator participation between Atlanta and Sydney.
But the spectator support in Sydney, although overwhelming Australian, was
friendly and appreciative of quality and excellence in performance of athletes,
irrespective of their national origins.
Athlete accommodation and consideration were far superior to most recent
Games. Mild weather conditions were an added advantage. Placing the Olympic
Village in close proximity to the main sports venue brings great relief to both
athletes and officials. The various modes of transport facilitated access to most
venues.
However, the Games were a bit clinical. They did not have the ambience of
Barcelona although they were superior in all aspects to the Games of Atlanta.

Conclusion
The last twenty years has seen a tremendous popularity of the Olympic
Games - both summer and winter. Spectator and television audiences adequately
substantiate this ever-increasing popularity. The evolution of amateur and
sham-amateurism to an open Olympics has widened the interest for the Games.
Popularity has, in turn, brought critical focus on the Games - both negative
and positive. The recent "corruption scandal" did affect the respectability of the
Olympic Games and the Olympic Movement generally. However, this was
favourably overcome with the success of the Sydney Olympic Games.
All in all, the Olympic Movement is treated with the highest degree of
respect throughout the world. This is due in no small measure to the present
IOC President, Juan Antonio Samaranch.
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OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY
By Mr Pere MIRO (ESP)
Director of Olympic Solidarity and
Relations
with National Olympic Committee

and Mrs Nicole GIRARDSAVOY (SUI)
Project Manager of the Olympic
Solidarity

It is a great pleasure for us to be in Olympia, on the occasion of the 41st International session for young participants. We would like to thank Mr Nikos
Filaretos, the President of the International Olympic Academy, who invites us each
year, to come and present Olympic Solidarity's work.
The 20th century saw an unbounded evolution, in numerous areas, of which
some give us a better picture of the world of today. Sport is closely linked with this
progression.
The beginning of the 21st century is significant for Olympic Solidarity, in two
main fields: communication and adjustment. Indeed, the means of communication
at our disposition, notably, the Internet, a significant tool of mass culture, offers us
a better means of information exchange. These means have been put in place for
the principle beneficiaries, the NOC's, so that they may familiarise themselves
with the Sports development possibilities offered by the IOC and to improve the
understanding of the programmes, which are at their disposal.
Words like, globalisation or even universal, must not distract from the fact
that differences exist. It is for this reason, that for some years, Olympic Solidarity
has worked in order to fill certain gaps, which are present in and between
different countries. In a world of constant change, Olympic Solidarity must adapt,
must work to remain an important tool of the Olympic Movement, which is at the
disposal of the NOC's and develop programmes, which respond to their needs and
ideals.
The theme of the session is "The Olympic Games: an insight into the Sydney
Olympic Games until Athens 2004".
For most people, the word, "Olympism" brings to mind images of the Olympic
Games. Their interest is concentrated on the two week long sport festival, which
is organised every four years, and at which elite athletes from all around the world
participate.
On this note, we take a quotation from Lord Killanin, the 6th President of the
IOC, "The Olympic Movement is not only the allocation and ruling of the Olympic
Games. It is something throughout the world, which exists for 24 hours a day for
every day of the year. It is something that can be good to all."
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The constant progression of the Olympic Movement in general, which deploys
the efforts of the IOC to encourage the development of sport, has strengthened the
role of the National Olympic Committees. Their responsibility is not only to train
and select athletes to participate in the Olympic Games. The NOC's must also
spread the fundamental principles of Olympism, encourage Sport for All as well as
the highest levels of sport, help with the education of their sports administrators
by organising courses and supervise the creation of institutions that are dedicated
to Olympic Education.
To help the NOC's with their mission, Olympic Solidarity offers them the
assistance they require in different fields.
Introduction
Olympic Solidarity is the body responsible for managing and administering
the share of the television rights of the Olympic Games that is allocated to the
National Olympic Committees (NOCs). It exercises this responsibility in
accordance with the specific programmes of technical and financial assistance
approved by the Olympic Solidarity commission, which is chaired by the President
of the IOC.
Olympic Solidarity assists the NOCs and the Continental Associations with their
efforts for the development of sports through programmes carefully diversified to
match their specific needs and priorities.
Olympic Solidarity, whose origins date back to 1961, reflects the Olympic
ethic of which the basic notions are generosity, understanding and international
co-operation, cultural exchanges, the development of sports and its educational
aspects and the promotion of a society concerned with human dignity and peace.
Olympic Solidarity has specific objectives as written in The Olympic Charter,
which includes the following definition:
The aim of Olympic Solidarity is to organise aid to NOCs recognised by the IOC,
in particular those which have the greatest need of it. This aid takes the form
of programmes elaborated jointly by the IOC and the NOCs, with the technical
assistance of the IFs, if necessary.
Brief History of Olympic Solidarity
In 1961 at the 58 th Session of the IOC, a prominent IOC member from
France, The Comte Jean de Beaumont proposed the creation of a Committee
meant to aid countries in Africa and Asia, which had just gained independence
from colonisation. The proposal was accepted and the Committee for International
Olympic Aid (CIOA) was created. In 1968 the Committee became an IOC
Commission, and kept the same name.
In 1971 the CIOA was merged with a similar project initiated by the Permanent
General Assembly of the NOCs and transformed into the Commission for Olympic
Solidarity.
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From 1972, Olympic Solidarity began to receive funding with an office located
in Rome having the support of the Italian Olympic Committee until 1979.
In 1980 the office was moved to the headquarters of the IOC in Lausanne.
Since 1982 the Commission is presided over by the current IOC President, Mr Juan
Antonio Samaranch.
At that time, funds were very limited and were used for one-off projects
proposed by different NOCs. However, the general knowledge about the availability of financial aid from Olympic Solidarity was not very widespread. It was only in
1984, with the increase in the television rights for the broadcast of the Games of the
XXIII Olympiad in Los Angeles, that the Olympic Solidarity budgets were established
on a quadrennial plan and that the NOCs could benefit from a fixed annual
assistance. The budget allocated for the first quadrennial (1985-1988) of Olympic
Solidarity amounted to US$ 28,359,000. Compared with the current quadrennial budget (2001-2004) of US$ 209,484,000, there has been an increase of around 740%.

Objectives (extract from the Olympic Charter)
The objectives of the programmes adopted by Olympic Solidarity are to contribute to:
(1) promoting the fundamental principles of the Olympic Movement;
(2) developing the technical sports knowledge of athletes and coaches;
(3) improving through scholarships, the technical level of athletes and coaches;
(4) training sports administrators;
(5) collaborating with the various IOC commissions as well as with the
organisations and entities pursuing such objectives, particularly through
Olympic education and the propagation of sport;
(6) creating, where needed, simple, functional and economical sports
facilities in co-operation with national or international bodies;
(7) supporting the organisation of competitions at national, regional and
continental level under the authority or patronage of the NOCs;
(8) encouraging joint bilateral or multilateral co-operation programmes
among NOCs;
(9) Urging governments and international organisations to include sport
in Official Development Assistance.

Olympic Solidarity Funding and Structure
Funding for Olympic Solidarity and its programmes are derived from the share
of the television rights for the broadcast of the Games of the Olympiad and the
Olympic Winter Games. Intended for the NOCs, this share has always been
Olympic Solidarity's only income.
Olympic Solidarity is responsible for administering and managing this budget
through various programmes, established for the development of sport and
destined for the NOCs and their Continental Associations.
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The programmes, established on a quadrennial basis, are administered by the
Olympic Solidarity Commission, which is chaired by the IOC President.

Olympic Solidarity programmes
Olympic Solidarity programmes are both many and diverse in nature. They are
aimed at different protagonists in the world of sport and Olympism: athletes,
coaches, NOCs and Continental Associations. These programmes have a precisely
defined goal: to incite sport, from grass roots to elite level, to be developed across
the world, and thus to help athletes at all levels and last for a period of five years.
The orientation of Olympic Solidarity for the 2001-2004 quadrennial plan is
based on the concept of increased programme decentralisation, a process that
was already initiated during the previous quadrennial. This decentralisation concept proposes "world programmes" applied in an individual way to all NOCs and
"continental programmes" whose application and management are specific by
continent.

World programmes

21 programmes, 21 ways to help
The NOCs benefit from a number of programmes, which allow them to
implement varied and complementary activities. The number of these programmes
has considerably increased for the 2001-2004 quadrennial. Listening to the
NOCs, Olympic Solidarity has opened other activity fields for them so that they
may continue to pursue their development by benefiting from the financial
consequences of the Olympic Games. Some of these programmes are conducted
in direct co-operation with the Continental Associations. They cover four main
areas:
•
Athletes
•
Coaches
•
NOC Management
•
Special Fields

Programmes for athletes
In view of the success of the programmes for athletes during the previous
four-year plan, Olympic Solidarity has set up complementary programmes parallel
to the scholarship programmes, in order to respond more precisely to the needs
of the NOCs and their athletes.

Salt Lake City 2002 -NOC Preparation programme
As for the 1998 Nagano Games, a specific programme of assistance for
the NOCs has been set up to help those encountering financial difficulties in the
final steps of preparation for and qualification of their teams for the XIX Olympic
Winter Games in Salt Lake City. This "à la carte" programme can be used, among
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other things, for the participation of athletes and coaches in training camps and
qualifying competitions.

Olympic scholarships for athletes "Athens 2004"
Star programme of the Olympic Solidarity assistance to the developing NOCs,
it provides once again, after the Atlanta and Sydney Games, the essential financial
support needed by the NOCs for the preparation for and the qualification of their
athletes in the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad in Athens.
Olympic Solidarity thus places these athletes from developing countries on an
equal footing with their counterparts from other regions of the world and enables
them to fulfil their dreams.
This programme is aimed at athletes practising an individual Olympic sport
and who do not have the possibility to benefit from the adequate follow-up
owing to a lack of financial means.

Athens 2004 — Team sports support grants
This new programme complements that for the Olympic scholarships for
athletes "Athens 2004" as it is aimed exclusively at the Olympic team sports of:
baseball, basketball, handball, and hockey, water polo, softball and volleyball.
The NOCs applying for this programme will receive the financial support needed
to maximise their chances to qualify one team, already established and competing,
for the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad.

Regional and continental games — NOC preparation programme
On another scale, but of capital importance for numerous NOCs, this new
programme offers the possibility to help their individual athletes and/or national
teams in the final preparation for participating in regional or continental Games.

Youth development programme
This programme is aimed at identifying young, talented athletes, at national
level, who have strong potential, and at offering high level training.
In order to better evaluate the size of these programmes and their importance,
the results obtained are as follows for the Games of the XXVII Olympiad Sydney
2000: 6l scholarship holders' medallists
The programme of Olympic scholarships for athletes "Sydney 2000" which was
an integral part of the 1997-2000 four-year plan was a tremendous success. Out of
the 632 scholarship holders, 472 qualified for the Games of the XXVII Olympiad. Seventy medals (28 gold, 21 silver and 21 bronze) and 92 diplomas
were won.

Programmes for Coaches
The role of the coach in the preparation of athletes is essential. Olympic
Solidarity's aim is to give him the possibility to acquire the necessary technical
knowledge thanks to specific programmes. Three programmes naturally
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complement those offered to the athletes and will be effective throughout the
2001-2004 quadrennial plan.

Technical courses
Similar to the programme of the previous plan, it offers a basic level training
for coaches in all Olympic sports thanks to courses at national and regional
level.

Scholarships for coaches
Through this programme, the coaches have thus the possibility to acquire
high level coaching experience and knowledge, which they can afterwards
apply to the advantage of their respective national sports structure. Two options
are available:
•
training in sports sciences: this training is proposed to the certified
coaches by attending courses organised by different Universities and high
level training centres;
•
sport specific training: intended for practising coaches, this training offers
coaching experience and training in specific sports at short to medium
terms (1 to 6 months).

Development of national coaching structure
For the NOCs with a weak sports structure, this programme allows them
to develop it at national level through the visit of an experienced coach
from abroad on a mid to long term basis. He will be involved in training local
coaches, support and training for athletes, improving the different training
programmes for elite sport, sport for all, school sport and so on.
National Olympic Committee Management Programmes
In order to guarantee the unhindered progress of the development of
national sport, it is necessary for the NOCs to have an efficient administrative structure. For this reason, Olympic Solidarity has created five specific programmes, centred not only on the overall management of NOC administration but
also on the preparation and the education of leaders in the general aspects of
sports administration, the development of local sport structures and computer
technology.
NOC infrastructure
This programme offers administrative assistance, which provides support
to the administrative structure of the NOC to enable it to meet general
running costs and thereby strengthen its operational system. It also offers
information technology development which aims to ensure that all NOCs
are equipped with suitable computer technology that will enable them to use upto-date word processing, communicate by e-mail, access the Internet and the
NOC Extranet.
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Sports administrators programme
From its beginning in 1986, the Itinerant School programme has given sports
leaders an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of sports administration. In
view of the level of development reached by some of the NOCs, the programme
is currently angled towards training National Course Directors, so that NOCs that
are in development can progressively become autonomous, and organise their
own courses.
In 2001, this programme continues to be implemented according to the same
format used for the last quadrennial. However, an objective overall appraisal of the
1997-2000 programme will be carried out with a view to preparing improvements.

High level education for sports administrators
This programme is a step further in the training of sports administrators and
consists of providing promising young sports administrators with high level
training of international significance. During 2001, a network of universities will be
created to provide training courses for administrators on a continental basis
available as from January 2002; this will be very much along the lines of the high
level training for coaches.
A limited number of high level scholarships will be available, as from July
2001, for those who would benefit from such training and who would bring their
knowledge to bear on the work of the NOCs.

NOC management consultancy
This "à la carte" programme assists individual NOCs to develop a range of
different aspects of management, administration and specific programmes
(e.g. marketing). A group of external experts will be created to work with the
NOCs on a mentoring basis and provide in depth support.

Regional Jorums
These forums, for groups of a limited number of NOCs, are organised in
collaboration with each of the Continental Associations. Various topics, which
deserve special attention, will be discussed depending on the area of interest of
the NOCs, such as IOC programmes on doping, women and sport, Olympic
Games operations.

Special fields Programmes
All the efforts of the IOC and Olympic Solidarity towards the promotion and
development of sports have a common objective, which is the success of the
greatest youth sport festival in the world: the Olympic Games.

Olympic Games participation
The IOC, through Olympic Solidarity, offers financial assistance to all NOCs
with athletes participating in the Olympic Games. This assistance has two quite
different and yet complementary aims: partly to help foster the universal spirit
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of the Olympic Games by guaranteeing the participation of all NOCs, and
partly also to reward those NOCs that, proportionally, contribute the most to the
development and success of the Games.
Additionally, Olympic Solidarity contributes to the International Youth Camp,
organised by the Olympic Games Organising Committee, by covering the travel
expenses of a youth designated by the NOC.
Aware that certain fields of activity are less accessible to NOCs and require
particular attention, Olympic Solidarity contacted some IOC Commissions to establish joint programmes. Anxious to cover all areas necessary to develop sport and
Olympism, Olympic Solidarity is co-operating with the following Commissions.

Sports medicine
Organising courses in sports medicine and the co-ordination with the NOCs
are the two essential elements that bind together the Medical Commission
and Olympic Solidarity. Within this framework, the development and diffusion
of scientific and technical knowledge in sports medicine remain a permanent
concern. The prevention of sports injuries, nutrition, education programmes
against doping, are just some of the topics that are regularly addressed.
Sport and Environment
Environmental concerns are integral to sports and culture. Protecting nature
and the environment to enable athletes to practice the sport of their choice is
an extremely important activity, and one that must be set within the context of
sustainable development.
Olympic Solidarity supports the organisation of seminars; specific
NOC activities aimed at safeguarding the environment, and participation
by NOC delegates in the global seminars or world conferences organised by
the IOC.
Women and Sport
The aim of this programme is first of all to promote sports activities for
women, reinforce the actions launched by the NOCs and encourage women to
participate in sport administration. It provides the necessary assistance to
those NOC delegates who wish to take part in the regional seminars or world
conferences organised by the IOC Women & Sport-working group.
International Olympic Academy (IOA)
If the training of athletes and their respective performances in the various
competitions still form the most visible part of this great sporting movement,
it is nonetheless essential that we keep the Olympic idea alive in our minds
and, even more importantly, organise ourselves in such a way as to give that
idea the widest possible expression. This concern for educational values is,
historically, what makes Olympia such a famous place for meeting, culture and
dialogue.
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Olympic Solidarity provides assistance to those NOCs and National Olympic
Academies (NOAs) who wish to send delegates to the various training sessions.
It also contributes to the operating costs of the IOA (translations, book purchases,
videos and computer equipment).

Sport for All
The continuing trend towards "health and fitness / Sport for all" which reached
its peak in the 1980s, led the IOC to create a Sport for All Commission. The
Commission and Olympic Solidarity encourage activities such as the Olympic Day
Run on 23 June. Various cultural and artistic activities are also organised to
complement this celebration of "sport for the people". Olympic Solidarity supports
as well some events organised by the NOCs at national level.
Culture and Education
A new programme for the 2001-2004 quadrennial, which aims to promote
culture and Olympic education as well as research and studies in this field. The
assistance is varied and extensive, from helping with the organisation of regional
or continental forums to support for studies and research on Olympism by means
of scholarships.
This programme applies to NOCs but also, with the support of the NOC, to
National Olympic Academies and schools or universities.
The NOCs, their history, their experiences acquired over the past years, their
efforts for the development of sport in their respective country, should benefit from
a specific programme.
NOC Legacy
This new programme, essential for the NOCs historical follow-up, aims to
preserve national Olympic legacies by offering support to the NOCs such as
training assistance for the establishment and management of their archives and
assistance for museum maintenance.

Continental programmes
These specific programmes cover similar areas for all the continents in general
and are a very important complement to the world programmes. In principle,
these are managed by the Continental Associations and imply a transfer of
responsibility from Olympic Solidarity to the continents.
Continental Association Administration
This programme is for each Continental Association for the development
and maintenance of its structure and its running.
Continental Association Meetings
This assistance provides the help needed by the Continental Association for
the organisation of all meetings (General Assembly, Secretaries General seminar,
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Executive Board, Commissions, etc.) considered necessary to enable it to function
properly.
Continental Association Activities
This programme provides support for the development of specific activities
for the continent, for the benefit of the NOCs, which are considered priority by
each Continental Association. It covers areas not included in the list of world
programmes or complements and strengthens areas already included, but with
special interest for the continent.
Continental and Regional Games (organisation)
Through this programme, the Continental Association receives financial
support so that it can assist with the organisation of Continental and/
or Regional Games in its continent. The policy for distributing these
funds in each continent remains the complete responsibility of the Continental Association. This programme does not cover assistance for the preparation of athletes for these games, since this concept is covered by the
World programme "Regional and Continental Games - NOC preparation
programme".
NOCs Activities
Already existing in the past quadrennial, this programme aimed to provide
each NOC with a fixed subsidy per year to enable them to develop their own
priority and specific activities. For the 2001-2004 quadrennial, the distribution
of these funds is the responsibility of the Continental Associations, as well as the
conditions for obtaining the subsidies and the systems of technical and financial
control.
Conclusion
The presentation of the Olympic Solidarity programmes gives an insight into
the activities and the actions, which are undertaken by the Olympic Movement
during an Olympiad. These programmes are designed to respect the fundamental
principles of universal ethics as described in the Olympic Charter.
The practice of sport is progressing throughout the world. People are
becoming more dedicated and more interested, thanks to sports education
programmes in schools, the creation of modern sports infrastructure, access to
diverse sports disciplines is made easier.
Without the constant help from the IOC, the international Federations, the
Continental Associations of the NOC's, the National Olympic Committees and with
other sport institutions, the realisation of these programmes would be impossible.
The activities of the Olympic Movement are universal and permanent. They
reach their highest point when all the worlds' athletes are assembled at one sport
festival which are the Olympic Games. In 1896, during the first Olympic Games
88

in Athens, 14 NOC's were present with 245 participants. Today, 199 NOC's are part
of the Olympic Movement and in 2004 in Athens, more than 10,000 athletes are
waiting to participate in the games of the XXVIII Olympiad.
The results obtained until now, encourage Olympic Solidarity to continue its
efforts to put in place programmes which correspond to the needs and the
expectations of the NOC's, on which, the careers of many athletes depend.
These convincing results are the work of the IOC President, HE Juan Antonio
Samaranch and we wish to conclude by paying a particular tribute to him. At the
origin of the changes in the heart of the Olympic Movement, he lead Olympic
Solidarity to become an important element of the Olympic Movement in favour of
the NOC's, to help with sports development in general and, in particular for the
athletes. His constant support encouraged the binding of the IOC, the IF's and
the NOC's, and therefore creating a united Olympic Movement. This unity has
allowed the resolution of problems caused by the stress of balancing the
requirements of the different elements within our movement.
Of course, we must not rest on our laurel but we turn to the future with
confidence. On behalf of the Director and all our colleagues at Olympic Solidarity,
we send you are deepest respect and our best wishes.
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WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION AND
PERFORMANCE IN THE SYDNEY 2000
OLYMPIC GAMES

By Mrs Shengrong LU (CHN)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the International Badminton Federation
Member of the Women and Sport Working Group
of the IOC

The 2000 Olympics in Sydney will be remembered for so many things; from
the stunning location and excellent organisation to the warmth and spirit of the
thousands of volunteers, the Sydney Games was an exceptional Olympics.
For those of us lucky enough to be present, it truly was an incredible sporting
experience, but what made it really special for me was the ever-increasing role of
women in the Games.
The Olympic Games in Sydney marked an important milestone in the
development of women's sport: the centennial year of women's participation in
the Olympics. In the Games in Paris in 1900, 19 women representing five NOCs
made history by competing for the first time. One hundred years later and
unprecedented 4,063 women athletes took the stage at the Sydney Olympic Games.
Women were pivotal to the whole Olympic experience in Sydney and that was
made clear from the outset. The Opening Ceremony revolved around a young
girl and from the moment that young Nicky Webster was suddenly hoisted some
30 metres into the air the importance of women in the Olympic Games was made
abundantly clear.
As the athletes marched into the arena, 54 teams were led by women carrying
national flags - that's more than the combined total of women athletes who took
part in the 1900 and 1904 Games. Australian hockey star Rechelle Hawkes was
given the honour of pronouncing the Olympic Oath on behalf of the athletes
and the torch relay too became a celebration of women's participation. It had
become a must-see event at the Olympic Games and fittingly it became an allfemale affair when the torch reached the Olympic stadium for the Opening
Ceremony. Six women Olympians carried the flame to its final destination for what
was to be one of the most spectacular lighting ceremonies in Olympic history.
Championing not only the women's cause but that of the indigenous people of
Australia, Aboriginal athlete Cathy Freeman took centre stage as she lit the
Olympic cauldron, and the "Women's Games" began.
The statistics speak for themselves. All 199 National Olympic Committees
were represented in Sydney and only nine fielded teams without female athletes.
That is a vast improvement on the 1996 Games in Atlanta where 26 of 197 NOCs
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did not include women in the teams they sent. The number of women's events
too has shown a marked increase over Atlanta with 120 women's events on the
programme compared with 97 in 1996. And I have already mentioned that
women athletes competing in the Sydney Olympics reached an all-time high with
4,254 women competing, some 630 more than in the 1996 Games in Atlanta.
This is a far cry from women's inaugural Olympics in Paris in 1900 where those
pioneers represented a mere 1.6% of the total number of athletes. In Sydney that
figure rose to over 38%. And of course we must not forget the contribution made
by the volunteers: of the 46,000 volunteers in Sydney, 53% were women.
But the women's contribution to the Games was so much more than a
collection of statistics. Women made their mark where it counted, on the sports
field. Cathy Freeman, inspired by her torch lighting duties went on to claim Gold
in the 400 metres in front of her home crowd. USA's Marion Jones set out to take
home five gold medals and while she did not reach her ambitious target she still
left Australia with an incredible haul of two gold and five bronze medals. Birgit
Fischer earned two gold medals in canoeing to become the first woman in any
sport to win medals 20 years apart. In weightlifting, two records were set when
Maria Isabel Urrutia took Colombia's first ever medal in an Olympic Games while
Karnam Malleswari took a bronze and became the first woman to win a medal
for India. The Sydney Games also saw Sri Lanka's first women's medal when
200 metres specialist Susanthika Jayasinghe took the bronze. This theme is one,
which resonates with me. In my own sport of badminton, our inauguration into
the Olympic Games as a medal sport in Barcelona saw Indonesia win their first
ever Gold medal in any sport when Susi Susanti took the women's singles title.
Achievements such as these highlight not only women's advancement in terms of
physical fitness and self-belief but more importantly in the opportunities that
are now open to women in sport.
Set against this historical perspective it would be all too easy to become
complacent, but while the Games in Sydney have much to commend them,
particularly from the women's sporting perspective, there is still much work to be
done to ensure that women have more opportunities in sport.
There are still many countries where women's participation in sport is not
an option. We are all too well aware of the social, political, cultural and religious
obstacles that many women face in their quest to practise sport. It was therefore
heartening to witness the participation of the two Bahraini women in the Sydney
Games. They were the first women from an Arab Gulf Nation to compete in the
Games. While we understand that the relaxing of traditional norms takes time, by
sharing our knowledge and experiences we can help to pave the way for sport
to become an integral part of society irrespective of gender.
We must also recognise the role of the media in promoting sport for women.
Unfortunately the level of coverage enjoyed by sportswomen is traditionally
low, thereby denying women and girls the role models they need to encourage
their own participation. It is our duty to take a proactive stance and work together
with the media to raise awareness and present a real image of sport for women.
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Too often the achievements of women in sport are not enough to warrant media
coverage: they seem also to need the physical attributes of a model or film star to
attract media interest. Witness the media coverage given to beach volleyball from
both Atlanta and Sydney in relation to other women's events. This attitude has
the effect of devaluing women's achievements in sport and reinforcing the image
of competitive sport as a male domain. But by working together to redress the
balance and re-educate we can challenge the traditional stereotypes and help to
ensure that women's sport is given the respect it deserves.
The IOC has set the goal of a balanced programme for the Games in Athens
in 2004. While this may seem an ambitious target, the experience of women's
participation in the Games in Sydney has given us a strong base to build upon.
We must not, however, regard our quest for increased participation by
sportswomen as at the expense of sportsmen. Instead we must find ways to
work together to create equality. In badminton we have a mixed doubles
discipline where women and men compete on an equal footing. This type of event
creates a climate of co-operation and mutual respect, both essential elements
in overcoming prejudice surrounding women's sport.
Administration too has its part to play in the development of women's sport. In
a bid to increase opportunities for women in sports administration the IOC has
set targets for the percentage of women on IF Executive Boards; 10% by 2001
increasing to 20% in 2005. While positive discrimination of this kind will certainly
increase representation, winning administrative leadership positions on merit
would do so much more to validate women's contribution to sporting administration. And given the increase in participation of women athletes it may be a mere
matter of time before more of those athletes break through into administration.
What we must focus on is working with especially the female athletes to ensure
that their knowledge and experience is retained by the IFs and NFs at the end
of their playing career. We have many examples of women who have made
the transition from athlete to administrator and none more high profile than
IOC Presidential election candidate Anita de Frantz. Examples such as that set by
Ms de Frantz go a long way towards levelling the playing field for women in
sports administration.
We must continue to move forward, working together for the advancement of
women's sport, not only in the Olympic Games but also in the lives of "ordinary"
women around the world. We must lead by example and there are many simple
ways in which this can be done. In publications issued by the IOC, for example,
we should strive for a balance of photographs of women and men participating
in sport. Images can convey so much more than words and can break through
the language barrier. Launching a photo competition concentrating on women
in sport at all levels is one way in which positive images of women's sport could
be promoted. This would provide an opportunity to mount a roving exhibition of
the entries, all representative and supportive of women's place in sport.
Of course there are many, many ways in which the cause of women's sport
can be championed. While the Olympic Games provides us with an ideal vehicle
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for promoting women's sport at the top level this is an opportunity that
only presents itself once every four years. It is our responsibility to use the time
between now and the Games in Athens to actively seek ways of increasing
women's participation in sport at every level. Sydney marked a huge development
in women's sport but we have recognised that complacency is not an option if
further development is to be achieved. We have the skills, knowledge and
experience to strengthen the position of women in sport, now is the time to work
together to achieve that goal.
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THE EOCONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT
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Assistant Professor at the Johannes GutenbergUniversität Mainz, Germany
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Abstract
This paper will explain the structure of the economic and social impacts of
the Sydney Olympic Games and will present data that is already available. From
an economic point of view it is quite certain that SOCOG managed to wind up
without a profit or deficit, supporting Australia's sport with US$ 113m and paying
the city of Sydney for transportation, police, water and waste. Even if there is no
positive effect in terms of business economy there is a macroeconomic benefit.
The estimated effect of the Olympics from 1994 to 2005 on NSW real GDP will
be AUS$ 6.3b. However, the economic impact always results in social impacts,
because the investments create jobs and change the structure of the city, while in
the case of indebtedness the citizens may have to bear increased taxes. The
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games had an impact on social issues such as the volunteer
movement, recognition and understanding of minorities, employment, living
conditions and last but not least national pride.

1. Introduction
The closing ceremony finished, smoke from the last firecracker is waved away
from Homebush Bay. The flame has been doused, international media are gone
and SOCOG is very small now and will be wound up by 31 March 2002. The
Olympic Games of Sydney 2000 are history. The world is focusing on Salt Lake
City 2002 and worrying about Athens 2004 being behind their master plan
(Alogoskoufis 2001).
Most analyses of the Olympic Games are politically driven and, therefore,
written prior to the Games. Besides analyses carried out by special order of
politicians planning future Games it is only the scientific system that investigates
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the impacts of past Games. Writing about the impact of Sydney 2000 less than
one year after the Games were staged is not enough time to do either extensive
research or to see the real impacts of the Games.
Therefore, this paper will explain the structure of the economic and social
impacts of the Sydney Olympic Games and will present data that is already
available. The Olympic Games have an impact on social issues such as the
volunteer movement, recognition and understanding of minorities, employment,
living conditions, health and last but not least national pride. The economic impact
always results in social impacts, because the investments create jobs and change
the structure of the city, while in the case of indebtedness the citizens may have
to bear increased taxes such as in Montreal. However, hosting the Olympic Games
always changes a city and creates both winners and losers (Preuss 2001b).

2. Overview
The economic and social impacts of the Olympic Games are many and
differ from Games to Games because conditions in each host city and their
aims vary with each Games. Before looking at specific impacts they are put in
temporary order.
Year

Situation

Approx.
1988
Idea to bid - first thoughts about Olympic requirements
1991-1993 Prove to be able to reach Olympic standard - Feasibility
studies; writing of bid-book; projects to persuade the
IOC; reaching agreements

Impact
Impact I
Impact II

9/23/1993 Winning the bid
1993-2000 Construction of and preparation for the Games
2000-?

Use of structure and initiation of follow up impacts

Impact III
Impact IV

Table 1: Timetable of impacts of the XXVII Olympic Games in Sydney 2000.
Impact I appears years prior to the presentation of a formal bid to the IOC.
Before Sydney entered the Olympic race for the 2000 Games, it had to win the
Australian bid race, with Brisbane (bid for 1992) and Melbourne (bid for 1996)
the other contenders. The Australian Olympic Committee (AOC) avoided intense
internal lobbying by arriving at a consensus to put forward Sydney for 2000
(Burroughs 1999: 39). The idea to bid forced the city to think about its ability
to host the Games in 2000. Impact II was created by the city's plan on how
to reach the Olympic standard. At that time strategic projects started such as the
construction of sport facilities (e.g. Sydney International Aquatic Centre - opened
1994), attracting other large sporting events prior to the Games or the agreements
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with industry to give special support to the athletes (free flights, etc.). Finally,
on 1st February 1993, a bid document of 550 pages was presented to the IOC.
Impact III started directly after winning the bid and will be investigated in detail
here. After the Games impact IV starts when the Olympic structure is used and
the knowledge gained helps to improve social life. The complexity of impacts III
and IV becomes visible in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Financial and social impact of the Sydney Olympic Games 2000.
Another perspective could be to look at the visibility and duration of each
impact (Preuss 2001a). Before explaining single fields, two main effects can be
identified:
1. Visitors: Tourism is Australia's single largest earner of foreign exchange.
A 10% increase in the number of visitors to Australia will create
30,000 jobs (ATC 1999: 10). The Games have changed the structure and
image of Sydney and Australia positively for tourism. The structure
(hotels, airport, public transportation, parks, etc.) improved as well as the
image due to the friendliness of volunteers, the showcasing of Australian
culture (including Aboriginals) and the success of the Olympics and
Paralympics. In view of tourists, the attributes "friendly", "fun" or
"different" were tried to be more often associated with Australia
2. Games activities: Some living conditions improved directly (higher
income through Olympic jobs, better transport, fun). The increased
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awareness of minority groups (Aboriginals and disabled) supported
movements against discrimination. There also was an indirect impact on
the living conditions by the economic impulse, e.g. enhancing public
transportation, creating new jobs (or saving them), additional housing and
new recreation areas.

3. Economic Impact of Olympic Games
Up to now, no post-Sydney Games economic study exists. However, the
Games increased the GDP and had a positive effect on employment. The size of
these positive economic impulses is dependent on three factors. First, the money
that flowed from outside into Sydney [exogenous demand] (Figure 2). Second, the
size of the multiplier (Figure 3). Third, the economic situation during the main
investment phase (Figure 4).
Figure 2 shows how the Olympic Games concentrate world-wide and nationwide consumer expenditures in Sydney. Sponsors and TV stations which are financed
by turnover from consumers pay money to the IOC or the Organising Committee
(SOCOG) when buying rights, paying rents, etc. Additionally, consumers directly
spent money in the city when visiting the Games, buying tickets and memorabilia
(coins, stamps, merchandise). These concentrated autonomous expenditures,
supplemented by public funding through taxes, accelerated urban development.
All construction was organised by the Olympic Co-ordination Authority (OCA).
However, the key factor of the economic impulse was the autonomous
expenditures, which stem from overseas and non-Sydney Australians. In Figure 2,
only the share of overseas and Australian expenditures could be given.

Figure 2: Concentrating money of consumers into Sydney. Sources: Preuss
2000: 89; IOC 1999: 7; IOC 9/2000: 5,6; IOC 5/2000: 10; Crowe 1997: 48.
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The exogenous consumption impulse of foreign visitors and Australians
visiting Sydney was limited to the short period of the Games. Due to manifold
multiplying links of the Keynesian economic cycle, their demand will generate a
noticeable additional demand in the following years. This can be illustrated by
the capital expenditures, which generated a positive effect years before the
Games. The positive image effect of Sydney 2000 will foster tourism in the years
after the Games and, therefore, have the effect of generating new autonomous
expenditures.
The use of a general multiplier (Figure 3) is not as good as a complex
input-output model (see Ahlert 2001). However, the multiplier is fine to
demonstrate the economic effect of the Games in general. The total construction
expenditure of 75 major projects was around AUS$ 3.5b of which a little over
30% was privately funded (Andersen 1999: 10; The Audit Office 1999: 73).
However, some of the expenditures in Figure 3 could be excluded because
they were considered not to have arisen primarily from Sydney's winning the bid.
This is a very critical point. Calculating the Olympic-related economic impact
the decision has to be made about what is Olympic-related and what is base case
(Preuss 2000: 199).

Figure 3: Sydney's Olympic capital expenditure and effect of the multiplier.
Sources: data from Andersen (1999: 11), for calculations see Preuss (2000: 282).
Figure 3 shows the economic effect only of capital expenditures in Sydney.
To display the total impact, both the organisational expenditures of SOCOG and
the consumption expenditures of non-Sydney Olympic visitors have to be added.
That would strongly increase the above shown results from 2000-2004.
The strength of the impulse depends on the economic situation during the
main time of investments. In a boom the additional "Olympic" demand leads to
crowding out effects, while the demand is good during an upcoming recession.
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Figure 4: Economic situation during the preparatory phase for the Sydney
2000 Olympics.
Sources: Assenmacher (1995: 6), data from International Monetary Fund
(2000: 192).
In 1996 Australia looks like entering a recession during the time when
most construction activities were being carried out. Most probably the Olympic
investments done until 1999 helped to avoid negative effects for the city.
Looking at the beneficial economic impact through construction the costs for
maintenance of the Olympic assets also have to be considered. Estimates indicate
that the management and upkeep of Olympic Park will cost AUS$ 5m per annum
and AUS$ 1.5m for the rowing site at Lake Penrith (The Audit Office 1999: 145).
OCA has analysed the future use of the state owned venues with the aim of
minimising the operating costs to the government. The fear that the new facilities
created competition between venues for the staging of major events is not evident.
OCA advised "Sydney with its limited capacity venues has been unable to attract
world class sporting events and has lost many such events to other regional Cities.
With the completion of the venues Sydney has won the rights to host major sports
events" (The Audit Office 1999: 148).
Looking at Athens 2004, Greece is a famous tourist destination like Australia.
Therefore, Australia's Tourism Committee (ATC) strategy on how to use the
Olympic Games as an advertisement for Australia is useful to look at. Tourism
created the key long-term benefit of the Sydney Olympics — here impact IV. "The
amount of exposure and interest the Games generated is unrivalled, and that will
result in a significant increase in visitor numbers over the next 10 years" (Morse
2001). It is estimated that the Games will attract an extra 1.7 million international
visitors to Australia and generate AUS$ 6.1b in tourism export earnings between
1997 and 2004 (TFC 1998: 13). However, it is too early to measure that impact, but
over the XXVII Olympiad, well over 1,000 individual projects were implemented.
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Some of the results are accelerated development of brand "Australia" in 10 years;
media relations and publicity programs generating US$ 2.1b; Olympics sponsors
spending US$ 170m promoting Australia; 11% increase in visitor arrivals in 2000
(ATC 3/2001: 3f). Starting with September 2000 the overseas arrival data showed
in comparison to the same month of the previous year (seasonal adjusted) an
increase of 18% in September, 8.2% in October, 11.5% in November, 20.6% in
December, 15.5% in January, 7.7% in February and 3.5% in March. These increases
are over the average of the past years (from 1993-1999 it was 12% on annual
basis [BTR 2001]). It is quite surprising that the increase in September 2000 was
only about 50,000 additional international arrivals [original figures] (all data from
ABS). However, the tourism effect will be better seen in the upcoming months.
Research conducted by ATC indicated a significant positive shift in the consumers'
inclination to holiday in Australia because of the Olympics.
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45% 45% 41% 43% 37% 27% 26% 19% 24% 15% 24% 17% 13% 21%
Table 2: Consumers consider going to Australia for a holiday sometime in
the next five years.
Source: ATC (3/2001: 23).
This increased interest in Australia was not only due to the coverage of the
Games, but the result of ATC's four year strategic program which was supported
with US$ 6.7m from the Australian Government and included: a visiting journalist
program, servicing 50,000 international media inquiries, providing a specialist
internet for media, bringing international broadcasters to Australia before the
Games, working with international TV to provide stories, quality vision and sound
resources of all parts of Australia, providing international magazines with stories
and photography and offering a non-accredited Media Centre in Sydney.

4. Social impact of the Sydney Olympic Games
While it seems easy to estimate and calculate the economic impact of the
Olympic Games in Sydney, it is much more difficult to measure social impacts.

4.1 Direct social impacts
The Sydney Olympic Games had a direct influence on the volunteer
movement, recognition of minority groups (Aboriginals, disabled) and identification with Australian culture (Figure 1).
The volunteer movement in Australia was already strong before the Games
were awarded to Sydney (Smith 2000: 20). During the Games about 47,000 volunteers worked for million of hours, for an input of labour and knowledge into the
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Games worth more than AUS$ 100m. That is the economic impact, but it is too
early to know what the likely effect of the Olympic volunteer program will be on
long-term volunteering (Brettell March 27, 2001). However, Chalip (2000: 210)
found three positive social impacts that result from the Olympic volunteers. First,
educational benefits for participating university students in selecting and recruiting
volunteers who trained them in fundamental human resource management
techniques (see Cashman 2000). Second, the legacy of the Olympic volunteer
program for future Australian events. Third, the role-played by the volunteer
program in making the Games into an event for which all Australians feel a sense
of ownership. After the Olympics some volunteers and managers of volunteers
in Australia worried that the high levels of recognition and praise heaped upon
volunteers at the Games had raised the benchmark. The constant attention in the
press during the Games, and the parade of volunteers that were staged after the
Games represented a much-elevated level of social reinforcement for volunteers.
Consequently, after the Games, some volunteer managers in Australia were
concerned that volunteers would now come to expect that they would be
obtained high levels of public recognition and reward for volunteering —
something that could not be guaranteed for "normal" volunteers (Chalip March 26,
2001).
The impact of Olympic volunteers was and will be different in every host
country. Barcelona gave a good example of how to continue with the movement
after the Games. Volunteers created an association that is still active in supporting
sports competitions, fun runs and cultural activities (Calpe 2000: 267-272). For
Athens 2004 there is some concern about finding enough volunteers, because the
volunteer movement in Greece is not strong (Sakellion 2001). One characteristic of
Greeks is to have "filotimo" - an almost untranslatable word that means, "to give
honour or dignity to, that which is deserving of it". In the case of the Olympics,
Greeks think about their homeland and culture. This moral Andreadis (2000: 307)
believes will be one of the most valuable weapons for the mobilisation of
volunteers. However, the Olympic Games provide a great opportunity to
strengthen the volunteer movement of the host nation.
Many people did not know about the problems of minorities in Australia.
The history of Aboriginals shows progress in the early 90s as e.g. in 1992 with the
high Court "Mabo-decision", which rejected the lie of "terra nullius" [it said:
Australia was unoccupied at the time of British settlement] (Hanna 1999: 36).
However, after the Howard Government was elected to office in 1996, there were
cuts in e.g. Government spending on indigenous programs (Gesellschaft für
bedrohte Völker 2/2001), which indicates the politics of the current government.
Therefore, it is surprising that, one way or another; aboriginality is one of the
central motifs of Australia's representation of itself to the world. While it is not the
task of the Olympics to solve national issues such as reconciliation, it has to be
mentioned that SOCOG has insured that in a variety of symbolic and practical
ways, the rights of the original Australians are properly recognised. Indigenous
people were represented in the bid process team and enshrined in the bid.
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Sydney's seven-minute part in the closing ceremony at the 1996 Atlanta Games
also featured Aborigines playing didgeridoos. The official Sydney 2000 logo has
incorporated a boomerang into its design as well as the torch having the design
of it. The first year of the "Cultural Olympiad" was dedicated to indigenous culture.
Other symbolic actions were the start of the torch relay at Uluru, an indigenous
Olympic gold medallist being the first torchbearer in Australia, Cathy Freeman
lighting the Olympic Flame, the allowance of a 700 sq. metre indigenous Arts
and Cultural Pavilion at Homebush Bay or the Aboriginal flag on top of the
Town Hall or inside the Olympic Village. These have been a contribution to the
development of Australians' psyche of tolerance and inclusion (Hanna 1999: 15;
Greiner 2000: 2).
One reason to incorporate Aborigines in the Games was certainly to show
the history and specific culture of Australia, especially since the multicultural
society has a lack of united history. Another reason was probably that the
incorporation of the indigenous made it unlikely that the Games would be
disrupted in any significant way by protest (Hanna 1999: 58).
Besides SOCOG's use of Aboriginal images and traditions as an important part
of Australia's history, the indigenous people themselves took action. They created
the "Sea of Hands" in Centennial Park and erected a tent village in Victoria Park.
After Freeman won the 400 metres run she demonstrated reconciliation by waving
an Australian and Aboriginal flag. The Sydney 2000 Olympiad has given new
relevancy of indigenous reconciliation and perceptions of Aboriginals in the
future. It is also too early to see the entire impact, but the increasing number
of "reconciliation marches" (e.g. 400,000 in Melbourne in December 2000) shows
the strengthened national movement of understanding Aboriginals. The
"Newspoll-Study" (December 2000) confirmed that 81% feel it is important to reconcile indigenous and white Australians (Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker 2/2001).
The Games put the Aboriginals in the world-wide press (Gesellschaft für bedrohte
Völker 6.10.2000) and might provide international support for their fight to reach
fairness and equity among all Australians. The initiation of a national movement of
understanding was smarter than trying to get recognition by boycotting the
Games, which was considered in 1997 by the Canadian Olympians and the British
parliamentary committee (Hanna 1999: 60). All actions went along without any
crime, which would probably have annoyed white Australians by spoiling their
pride of staging the biggest world peacetime event.
The organisers of the Paralympics had to overcome a number of barriers
to achieve public acceptance of disabled sports. The public had only a vague
idea of what constitutes Paralympic sport (Hughes 1999: 171). Alliances had
been formed with sponsors, service clubs, seniors, ethnic groups and local
communities. These partnerships resulted in a strong awareness campaign that has
helped the understanding of the abilities of people with disabilities (McCrone
2000, 4). Both the construction of handicapped-adopted sports facilities and the
success of the Paralympics in terms of the number of visitors had most probably
a positive impact on the acceptance of handicapped people and their ability
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to produce high performance. Again, Barcelona 1992 served as a positive example
of how the Paralympic Games improved handicapped-adapted structure of a city
and the acceptance of the disabled in society.

4.2 Indirect social impacts
Indirectly, Sydney 2000 caused changes in the recognition of environmental
issues, created jobs and housing as well as national pride and increased
knowledge. There is no time here to investigate how the Olympics enhanced
living conditions in Sydney by promoting recreational venues and the leisure
industry or making changes in public transportation.
The issue of how to judge the environmental performance of the "Green Games"
has caused heated debate in the green movement. The irony of locating the
Olympics on a toxic waste site has fuelled scepticism around the world about the
validity of the Green Games image. However, since Munich 1972, Olympic venues
have been built on polluted areas and the Games have always had a significant
impact on clean up - which should be measured as positive (Preuss 2000: 86).
Greenpeace's "Olympic Report Card" has assessed Sydney's "Green Games"
with a "C-rating". Good marks have been given for subjects such as solar energy
in the Athletes' Village and Millennium Park, energy efficiency and environmental
design in the Athletes' Village and Olympic venues, train line expansions and
airport link, treatment of 400 tons toxic dioxin waste, elimination or reduction of
PVC in the Athletes' village, the Olympic water recycling system and temporary
housing in the Athletes' Village. Other opportunities have been missed. There was
extensive use of PVC in temporary venues, a lack of commitment to natural gas
buses, GM Holden completely failed to provide less polluting vehicles, ice-cream
wrappers did not comply with the waste strategy, all venues used ozone depleting
air conditioning and Homebush Bay remains to be one of the most toxic waterways in the world (Greenpeace 15.8.2000). The greatest impact that was missed
was the avoidance of ozone-destructive chemicals in Olympic venues which
would have provided a great showcase for this technology and use the "Olympic
Spotlight as an opportunity to force companies to make changes they might not
otherwise have moved on" (Rich 2000: 10).
In conclusion, the Sydney Games did not really improve Sydney's main
ongoing environmental problems such as air and water quality and a lack of
biodiversity (Weirick 1999: 82). However, the living conditions in Sydney
improved through additional recreational sites. For Athens 2004 Greenpeace has
been successful in putting pressure on Coca-Cola's HFC coolers. The company
announced that their equipment will be HFC-free world-wide in 2004
(Lycos 16.8.2000). Furthermore the Sydney Olympics 2000 Bid Ltd. developed
environmental guidelines. In future, all cities bidding to host the Games will need
to include environmental considerations in their plans.
As part of the Olympic Village 2,500 medium density dwellings were
constructed at Homebush Bay by the private sector. That is as much as accommodating 5,000 people.
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Under normal conditions or 15,000 under Olympic conditions (Weirick
1999: 79. Another 2,000 medium density units got constructed in Pyrmont/Ultimo
to accommodate media personnel (Cox et al. 1994: 63). Additions to the
Sydney tourist accommodation supply were estimated at 6,634 room, which
is an increase of 9.5% (BTF 2001: 55-56). In general the "Olympic Corridor"
defined as the area from the city and Pyrmont to Sydney Olympic Park in
Homebush got gentrified and further developed. In other words, the structural
changes supported the welfare of higher classes while lower ones benefited
only indirectly, e.g. through job opportunities in construction or the tourism
industry. Australia achieved celebrity status, national pride skyrocketed and
the country entered the new Millennium with a renewed confidence (Morse,
2001). To also assess these welfare effects, the increase in utility of Australians
from elevated national pride through their Olympics would have to be investigated.
The fact that Australia is located on the other side of the world and
might be overlooked makes Australians particularly interested in demonstrating
their efficiency and power. Part of the Australian psyche is about winning
in sports. Australia earned more medals per million population than any
other nation (Ruthven 2000: 17). To do so Australians had to overcome many
obstacles.
Competing out of season, being placed far away from other nations and therefore
having heavy costs for international travel resulted in a lack of international competitions (Farrell 1999: 68). Since 1980, the government has given sports much
more support. However, the winning of the bid in 1993 gave another impact,
which increased the number of international competitions for Australians. On the
one hand, almost every Olympic sport was tested internationally from September
1999 to March 2000, which included seven World Cups (SOCOG 2000: 75). On
the other hand, the facilities and knowledge will enable Sydney and Australia
to stage big sport events in the future such as the 2001 Goodwill Games in Brisbane, 2002 Gay Games in Sydney and 2006 Commonwealth Games in Melbourne.
Furthermore, the Olympic Games provided US$ 113m for future Australian sports
programs (IOC 5/2000: 10).
The 2000 Olympic Games brought many challenges associated with
the introduction of technologies such as optical fibre, compressed
digital video, interactive media, digital television or HDTV to Australia,
which created opportunities for industry development (PCA 1995: 24).
The Games provided significant learning opportunities (e.g. technological knowledge or language skills) that led to increase technological
progression, and hence economic growth. Students in Sydney were also
trained as "Commentary Systems Operators" and technology specialists
(Cahill 2000).
Knowledge about the Olympic Idea and Olympic Movement increases
every time Olympic Games are celebrated. Olympic education was evident
in many Australian school programs, which were fostered by the AOC in
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Australia since 1989. Particularly in Australia there have been programs
such as:
1993
Olympic 2000 National Education Program
(to develop sportsmanship/citizenship)
1994
Network of Friendship Program (to link schools across the world)
1994
A new university subject in Sydney called "Analysis of the
Olympic Games"
1995
The Olympic Education Kit (a teacher resource distributed to all
Australian schools)
1996
The Centre for Olympic Studies at the University of New South
Wales (NSW)
1998
Training of students in the above mentioned programs
1999
Olympic 2000 Schools Strategy of NSW Department of
Education and Training School Sport Unit, AOC and SOCOG.
This strategy aims to "Provide all school students with the
opportunity to be involved with the year 2000 Olympic Games
through ongoing education programs and special strategies,
which further the Olympic ideals whilst developing a range of
understanding, skills and effective learning" (Olympic 2000
Schools Strategy). This program targeted more than 3.1 million
school children.
1999
Greek students to provide management education together with
practical experience of the Sydney 2000 Games. Graduates
returned to Athens and many of them help to organise the Athens
2004 Games.
These are only some of the programs in Australia accompanied by lecture
series, scholarships, virtual libraries, etc. (Cahill 2000). All these programs had an
educational impact on the citizens of Sydney, NSW and Australia as well as the
whole Olympic Movement.
Olympic educational programs have been implemented in many other
countries such as Canada, Germany or Norway to name just a few. Another
psychological effect is that the Games most probably motivate Australians to do
active sport themselves. 70.9% of German Olympic tourists in Atlanta 1996
and sport students in Germany (n=1012) agreed that "the achievements of
Olympic Athletes motivates people to be active themselves in sports" (data from
Messing/Müller 2000: 283, Preuss 1996).
The IOC itself has launched a global Olympic campaign called "Celebrate
Humanity". It is designed to communicate the core values of the Olympic
Movement. However, it is quite difficult to measure the impact such programs
have. Olympic knowledge and experiences certainly strengthen the Olympic
Movement. SOCOG sold its "Master Plan" of how to stage the Olympic Games for
US$ 3.5m to the IOC (dpa 22.9.99: 47). That will save the organisers of Athens 2004
time and money.
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5. Conclusion
The impacts of the Olympic Games for Australia and the Olympic Movement
are manifold. Here, only some of the biggest could be discussed.
From an economic point of view it is quite certain that SOCOG will manage
to wind up without a profit or deficit, supporting Australia's sport with US$ 113m
and paying the city of Sydney for transportation, police, water and waste. Even if
there is no positive effect in terms of business economy there is a macroeconomic
benefit. The estimated effect of the Olympics from 1994 to 2005 on NSW economic
welfare is just under AUS$ 3b, however, for Australia being almost AUS$ 3.8b.
Over these twelve years the impact of the Olympics on NSW real GDP will be
AUS$ 6.3b (Crowe 1997: 300.
Additionally, there are some intangible effects. What is the perception of
Australian culture, Australian products and Australian businesses - all the things
that went into making Sydney 2000 such a huge success? What are the changes
in the "brand Australia"? "Brand Australia" has great affinity to create a positive
perception to products and services from Australia. That's why one idea of
hosting the Games was to promote Sydney as a "global city" and to attract the
attention of the world in terms of investment opportunities (CEDA 1995: 6f),
quality of their products and tourism. All above, the effects mentioned — especially
the new structure - made Sydney offer much that appeals to a middlemanagement view of the world. The quality of life in terms of its climate,
infrastructure, resident accommodation and recreational opportunities combined
with the brand perception of Australia after the Games may result in further
positive economic impulses. Besides that, long-term tourism is another essential
point to sustain momentum of the Games.
The social impact is difficult to measure and even extensive surveys will
probably never assign a phenomenon to the Olympics due to the fact that the
"base case" is unknown.
This paper did not focus on the negative impacts of the Sydney 2000 Olympic
Games. However, the groups affected negatively through the Olympics are rather
small and basically located in Sydney (see Preuss 2001b). The mainly positive
impacts of the Olympic Games in Sydney 2000 will motivate many cities to bid
for staging the Games in 2012. For the Australians it is to be hoped that they
will keep alive the welcoming spirit and enthusiasm so evident in the Olympic
volunteers.
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THE WORLD ANTI-DOPING AGENCY

By Mr Richard W. POUND, QC (CAN)
Member of the International Olympic Committee
President of the World Anti-doping Agency

Thank you very much. This is a real pleasure for me to be here on this
occasion. It's the first time I've stood up in a podium here to address any session
of the Olympic Academy and I've been asked to talk a little bit about doping in
sport and the efforts of the World Anti-Doping Agency, which I chair, in the fight
against doping in sport. Then, whatever time is available, we can take questions
that you may have on that or any other subject.
Let me give you some background on the formation of the World Anti-Doping
Agency, which we call WADA. It came about as a result of the very serious
difficulties that occurred during the 1998 "Tour de France" event, when a number
of the teams were found to be using doping substances; the police in France were
involved, athletes were arrested, trainers and team managers were arrested.
The IOC following on that, decided that it would call a world conference on
doping in sport in Lausanne in February of 1999. Instead of just restricting our
invitations to the Olympic Movement we extended them to governments as well,
because it became increasingly clear to us that, should it have been only the
Olympic Movement, you made the sound of one hand clapping.
It's true that the International Federations and the National Olympic
Committees control sport and the IOC controls the Olympic Games, but we are
not in a position to deal with trafficking, we are not in a position to regulate
substances that are used in doping. So, we needed the public authorities.
On the occasion of that conference in Lausanne, the IOC proposed the
creation of an independent anti-doping agency, which we have come to call the
WADA, which will be composed 50% by governments from all five continents and
50% by the Olympic Movement. The 50% of the Olympic Movement is made up
interesting enough in equal portions, International Federations' representatives
and because they control sports on a world-wide basis, National Olympic
Committees' representatives because they control sports on a horizontal basis and
the International Olympic Committee, but fourthly, and perhaps most importantly,
athletes. There are the same numbers of athletes represented on the board of the
WADA, as there are International Federations or NOC or IOC representatives. Our
feeling on that was that this was essential.
110

Too often athletes, I think, have had the impression or the feeling, in the area
of doping, that it's just another attack on athletes by people my age, who wear
suits and that it was against athletes instead of for athletes. So, we brought them
inside the governments. As we have in the IOC now, itself, we have fifteen
athlete-members who are active Olympic athletes; we brought them inside on
the dispute resolution mechanism, the court of arbitration for sport and our
experience on all these occasions has been that the athletes have been very, very
positive contributors to the process and that to bring them inside the governments
of the instructors has added not only to the creditability, but also in many respects
the relevance of the concerns that they bring.
We can say that even before we had the active athlete members that thirty
or forty of the IOC members were formal Olympic athletes; I was; but that's a
long time ago. What you need now are people who are in the field, who know
what the conditions are, who know what the pressures are, who know what the
temptations are of competition today.
So, starting in November of 1999 we formed WADA. We began operations
early in 2000 and we had two things that we wanted to do, leading up to the
Olympic Games in Sydney. The first was to institute a program across all of the
Olympic Sports of unannounced, out-of-competition testing. We negotiated with
each of the twenty-eight summer Federations, the testing protocols allowing us
to do on their behalf out-of-competition tests. It was a very interesting process
because, although we had huge co-operation from each of the International
Federations, we found, as we examined some of their statutes, that they did not
even have the possibility of doing unannounced, out-of-competition testing. So,
during the early part of the year 2000, they actually had to change the rules in
order be able to do the testing. So we did the vote, 2000 tests leading up to the
Games in Sydney, and for the first time there was a completely independent
international agency doing it. There was no question of any bias, no question
of any failure to report the positive test, no case of a failure to act on that kind of
a test. The result was that every athlete who came to the Games in Sydney was
subject to being tested out of competition and we think that had a very good
effect on the preparations for Sydney. It's quite clear when you added to that
particular aspect of our activities the fact that we now have a reliable test for DPO,
meant that a lot of people who might have come to the Games, did not come and
that helps the athletes who are taking part.
The other objective for 2000 was to provide a service at the time of the Games
called "Independent Observers". There have been many suspicions over the years
that at the time of the Olympic Games there are positive tests that are reported or
tested or non-acted upon and the result of all of that is, that the people we
are viewing with some suspicion, the whole operation of the Olympic Games; and
we wanted to make sure that there were no questions at all about the... evenhandedness, the fairness and the thoroughness of the doping control process at the
time of the Games. We established a team of about fifteen people who followed
the process from the collection of the samples, the custody, the analysis
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in the laboratory, the treatment by the IOC medical commission of any suspected
positive test, the disposition of that case and even the appeal, if any, to the
IOC executive board. They should have report following the Games which made
it clear that the process had been properly followed and they made some
recommendations as to have the procedure could be improved which we have
adopted. As a result, for the first time in recent memory there were no suggestions
of improper contact at the time of the Olympic Games.
Now we have a year of experience under our belt. We are doing out-ofcompetition tests in summer sports all during 2001. We performed the
Independent Observer role at the time of the Sydney Games as well. The biggest
recent accomplishment within WADA has been to have the governments who
make up 50% of the board agree to pay 50% of the costs. The first two years all of
the cost has been carried by the International Olympic Committee in order to give
the governments a chance to organise how they will provide their half funding.
At the meeting a month ago in Cape Town, South Africa, the governments
announced that they had agreed on a formula by continent as to what percentage
of the government's share of the WADA cost will be paid, a big and a very
welcomed commitment, as far as the Olympic Movement is concerned, of the
public authorities, concerned with a desire to do something about doping in sport.
I think we are at the beginning of a new age. For the first time in a long time
I have some feeling of optimism that we will get to the end of doping in sport.
This year alone, we are committing five million dollars to the development of tests
that are reliable for some of the substances that we believe are being used now in
doping. The reason you have to spend that kind of money is that you must end
up at the end of the process being virtually 100% certain that there is no other
explanation except doping for a particular result in the system. It's not like if you
are a doctor, for you get some literature, you read that such and such a substance
is effective in the treatment of a condition in 85% of the cases. For your practising
position, you say That's easy, I will prescribe this particular drug because I have
eight and a half chances out of ten that my patient will be assisted'. When you are
imposing a sanction, you are disqualifying somebody potentially, suspending
them for two years or possibly even life, if it's a second offence, you must be
absolutely certain of the science and that's why we need the tests. We have built
into the process, certainly in your age and some of you would have experience as
athletes, you have got to make sure that your process is fair. You have got to make
sure that any athlete, who is accused of a doping offence, has an opportunity to
present a defence, to explain the presence of the substance in his or her body and
to be confident that the scientific results are reliable.
So all of this, I believe is a big step forward. The ultimate answer to this,
of course, however, is not the imposition of penalties. As in society, you need a
police force and you need an effective police force, you need one that is fair that
you can be relied upon to help people, but in the final analysis, it's education.
People have to understand that sport, particularly within the Olympic Movement,
is a humanistic exercise. It's an effort to see how far your talents can take you.
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It is not meant to be an exercise to see how far your pharmacist can take you.
So as I said, that the answer is ultimately education; I don't know whether in all of
your countries you have legislation, which says that, if you are driving in your car
you have to have your seat belt on. I know in my country it took years for people
to figure out that that was a smart thing to do. It was not the fines that you have
got if the police found you without your seat belt on, it was finally the understanding that it is really dumb to be driving in a car without a seat belt on or drinking and driving. It was not the penalties or even the jail sentences that
persuaded people to stop drinking and driving at the same time, it was education.
I believe that, in the long run, education is the answer to doping in sport.
I think we will stop it. The science is complicated but it is not impossible. Many
of the substances that are being used were developed for genuine therapeutic
reasons and there are some been being used for the wrong reasons, so that
people can figure out how to discover those substances. The same scientist can
figure out how to work backwards from the metabolites or whatever the other
traces may be and have a reliable test. There has just been no money available to
fund that kind of research up until now.
So, there is the state of play in 2001, when you now bring together the public
authorities and sports authorities, you have all of the elements that are required for
a solution. We are working on a standard code that will be applied in sport and
in the various countries. We are working on standard sanctions; we are working
on educational programs to deliver all of this to the sports. We are working on
having a uniform approach to doping. It is not right that in one sport you can be
found guilty of doping and be sanctioned for six weeks and in another sport the
same offence means that you are banned for life; that is not fair, it is not right and
it leads to uneven application of the rules.
So I would say, I hope by the time we get to the Games in Athens, there will
be a single anti-doping code that is applied throughout the world and certainly
throughout the Olympic world. I hope that governments will be able to put in
force legislation that means that the same code will be applied in no matter what
country we are located. And if we can do that, then I think a lot of the mystery
about doping will disappear and that we will have a solution to the problem.
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DOPING IN SPORT
By Dr Patrick SCHAMASCH (FRA)
Medical Director of the IOC

Definition

For the IOC (the Olympic Movement Anti-Doping Code) the following is
defined as doping:
The use of an expedient (substance or method) which is potentially
harmful to athletes' health and/or capable of enhancing their performance, or the presence in the athlete's body of a Prohibited Substance
or use thereof or evidence of the use of Prohibited Method.
The word "dope" seems to have originated in South Africa, where it was a
strong drink used to increase the physical and mental stamina of the person who
drank it.
However, doping has a long history.
In the 5th century BC, in his chronicles of the ancient Games, Milon de Crotone
writes about how athletes used to try to increase their physical strength by
consuming large quantities of goat's meat (an early use of creatine?) for jumpers
and beef for throwers and wrestlers — a practice which was prohibited and subject
to sanctions.
Later, Roman gladiators took a mixture of stimulants and alcohol to overcome
their fatigue and reduce the pain from injuries.
In the late 19th century, this practice spread, especially in Great Britain, to
horseracing. It did not take long to spread from racing to cycling, and at the end
of the 19th century cyclists were already taking mixtures of cocaine and strychnine
which enabled them to withstand long solitary effort.
Albert Londres wrote of this in 1924 when he followed the "Tour de France".
During the Second World War, many pilots used substances such as pervitine,
methedrine and other amphetamines, which were later also used by mountaineers
to reduce pain by stimulating the psyche.
More recently, there have been countless examples of doping affecting all
sports culminating in 1988 during the Seoul Olympic Games where the world's
most famous athlete was found guilty of doping.
A second crisis occurred in 1998, during the "Tour de France".
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Coincidentally, it was after the death of a cyclist during the Olympic Games in
Rome in 1960 that the IOC began giving serious consideration to this practice.
The IOC Medical Commission was created in 1967 during the 66th IOC Session
in Teheran, and Prince Alexandre de Merode, IOC member in Belgium, was
appointed its chairman.
The work of this Commission is based on three fundamental principles:
•
protection of the health of the athletes
•
respect of medical ethics and sports ethics
•
equality of opportunity at the moment of competition
Why resort to doping?
Doping as a phenomenon has its root in the fact that man has never
been able to accept his physical or mental limits. Writers using cocaine,
student's amphetamines, managers stimulants, and soldiers the most sophisticated
doping agents (e.g. the bromantan case in Atlanta), or even use of the Viagra
tablet, all show the same desire by man to improve his performance and
even improve his well-being. In the sportsman, this phenomenon meets the
demands of a competitive society, which defines an obsessive need to overreach
oneself.
The motivating factors may be very diverse, but essentially, sportspeople do it
from a need to prove themselves, to go beyond themselves, to show that they are
better than others, to win be it at local or international level.
Doping has become a real problem in modern sport, leading to the need to ask
a number of questions and consider its causes.
There are of course numerous causes, but two central ones should be
highlighted:
•
the drive to perform
•
sport as entertainment
The drive to perform.
Spectators have become increasingly demanding, and in order to maintain
a certain attraction for the sports event, the standard must always be improved,
especially that of performances. A meeting where no world records are broken
is considered to be a bad meeting!
Appreciation of sport for its own sake has been replaced by the lure of
record-breaking performances.
The meaning of the motto "faster, higher, stronger" has thus been diverted from
its original concept by the organisers of sports events who always need more
money, and therefore more spectators and performances.
This leads us to the second cause, which is:
•
Sport as entertainment
How sports events are staged has become more and more important (with
lavish opening ceremonies, etc.). The aim of staging sport in such a way is to make
it more attractive, especially to the media, which used to provide a service by
broadcasting events, but which is now increasingly becoming a partner in the
organisation of these sports events.
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This entertainment element has attracted the attention of economic partners
and sponsors who have seen the financial interest of these events.
Money has now become a force to be reckoned with.
I would not count myself among those who systematically denigrate the
intrusion of money into sport, as it has enabled a number of people to attend
events they would otherwise never have been able to go to.
Thanks to money, high level sport has been able to advance from a technical
point of view, and this in turn has benefited the man in the street.
However, sport and financial interests may also have contradictory elements,
for to be profitable, a sport must be spectacular, which has a certain impact on the
frequency or intensity of competitions. The sportsman who cannot keep up with
this level of intensity sometimes resorts to expedients, which we call "doping". The
same goes for the sportsman reaching the end of his career who feels that his
value is dropping and often for financial reasons linked to his family must keep
going and also turns to doping.
Why is it necessary to fight against doping?
• Because doping endangers the health of the athletes
It is no longer possible to keep count of the number of young athletes who
have brutally succumbed to what should be called a "sudden death".
We can all still picture Tommy Simpson, collapsing on his bike on the climb
up Mont-Ventoux in France.
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall, access to the Stasi files made it possible
to locate athletes who are now suffering from endocrinal problems, including
sterility, certainly due to abuse of anabolic steroids.
• Because doping goes against sports and medical ethics
• Sports ethics
Sport has always been a vehicle for cultural, educational, moral
and social values. In French, sport as a school subject is called
"physical and sports education" ("EPS"). Today, sport is still a vital
element in the physical and psychical balance of the individual,
a major cultural element, a powerful educational tool and a social
and integrating factor.
• Medical ethics
Doctors treat their patients by giving them substances designed to treat the
causal illness. The sportsman is not ill and therefore has no right to take
drugs which, if abused or inappropriately used, counts as doping.
The high level sportsman is perceived by most people as a positive hero who
legitimately represents the excellence of sporting values.
He is both the image of the beauty of the human body and of a balanced
mind, an example of rigour and hard work. His success both on the media and
economic level transforms him into a carrier of dreams in a world where he is one
of a privileged few.
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As far as the IOC's official statistics on the analyses performed by its accredited
laboratories in 1999 are concerned, the percentage of positive A tests was 1.98%.
The means for fighting doping.
For more than 30 years, the Olympic Movement has equipped itself with
various tools and texts:
• 1988: International Olympic Charter against Doping
• 1975 IOC Medical Code
• 2000 Olympic Movement Anti-Doping Code
All these texts perfectly set out the measures to be taken to detect doping. The
Code applies to all the constituents of the Olympic Movement. It is prepared
every year by the IOC, recently in collaboration with the World Anti-Doping
Agency, and applies to the entire Olympic Movement (IFs and NOCs). It includes a
number of substances categorised under different headings:
• stimulants
• narcotics
• anabolic agents
• diuretics
• peptide hormones, mimetics and analogues
• prohibited methods
• certain substances subject to restrictions
To ensure that this list is respected and that the athletes do not use prohibited
substances or methods, tests are used. There are two types of tests:
• the traditional in-competition tests
• and the recently-introduced unannounced out-of-competition tests
1. In-competition tests
These take place after the competition and generally concern the first
three and one or several athletes randomly selected.
2. Out-of-competition tests
These take place as their name suggests outside competition either
at training venues or at the athlete's home
During 1999, some 120,000 in- and out-of-competition tests were performed
world-wide.
The urine (or more recently blood) samples collected are transported to the
laboratories. These laboratories have to meet the very strict quality standards set
and controlled by the IOC.
When a test produces a positive result, i.e. when the presence of one or
several prohibited substances has been detected in the biological liquid analysed,
this positive result is submitted to the competent authority which can declare the
result as a positive case after hearing the athlete and taking into consideration all
the evidence related to the case.
The entire process from the taking of the urine sample to the declaration of a
positive case constitutes a safety chain, which must give all guarantees of security
and transparency.
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Education
A number of course of lectures are organised world-wide by the various
bodies responsible for the fight against doping. These courses often use athletes
themselves, either clean athletes or repentant athletes, to increase awareness of
the threat of doping to health.

Development of sport sciences
Developing sport sciences enables the athletes on the one hand and sportsmen
in general on the other to train, rehabilitate and if necessary improve their
performances without resorting to doping. The various methods for doing so are:
• nutrition
• biomechanics
• adapted physiology
At the IOC's instigation, following a world conference held in Lausanne on
3 and 4 February 1999, a World Anti-Doping Agency was created.
It brings together on an equal footing all the partners involved in sport,
including:
• the Olympic Movement (IFs, NOCs, athletes)
• states
The principal role of this agency, which is entirely funded by the IOC, is to
harmonise the fight against doping world-wide.

Conclusions
Doping should not be considered as inevitable. However, to eradicate it we
must change our way of thinking about sport.
We must relearn how to appreciate sport for what it is, i.e. the expression of
a perfect movement performed by a human being who has practised it to the point
of perfection. The notion of performance should only come afterwards.
Sport must above all be a tool of physical and mental fulfilment. For it to be
this, it must be practised in an educational and sometimes playful spirit by taking
away from it as much as possible the notion of competition, which is often behind
the notion of performance.
Sport, while it may be a tool of social promotion, must above all be a vehicle
for integration and a school of society.
If sport teaches us the basic principles of fulfilling ourselves, going beyond
ourselves and respecting others, we will always transpose these principles into the
society in which we live.
Sport is a school of life.
Doping is cheating, which like all forms of cheating should have no place
in our society.
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OLYMPIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
IN THE SYDNEY OLYMPIC GAMES
By Mrs Helen BROWNLEE (AUS)
Chief Executive of the National Olympic
Education Council
Project Consultant - New South Wales
Department of Education and Training
Executive Board Member of the Australian
Olympic Committee
Member of the IOC Commission for culture
and Olympic Education
As a forerunner to the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, Olympic education was
given a "kick-start" when in 1992, the New South Wales Department of Education
and Training established a strategy for schools to support the Sydney 2000
Olympic Bid through a range of programs and Olympic related activities.
When Sydney won the right to host the Games of the 27th Olympiad in
September 1993, the Bid Strategy was developed into a more comprehensive
Olympic 2000 Schools Program. From 1994, all New South Wales schools
(government and non-government) were invited to integrate the programs into
their curricula and participate in Olympic activities. The successful implementation
of these initiatives led to a take-up of some programs by other states across
Australia.
In July 1997, the Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (SOCOG)
commenced a national communications program designed to involve all Australians
and demonstrate the positive benefits of hosting the 2000 Olympic Games. A key
element of this initiative was to be a national schools program, modelled on the New
South Wales program, which would engage the young people of Australia by:
• sharing the message of the Olympic Movement,
• creating opportunities to live out the Olympic ideals, and
• providing the experience of a lifetime during actual Games time.
The importance of the role of youth in the Olympic Games cannot be
questioned. Firstly, it was an integral part of the vision Pierre de Coubertin had
for the Modern Games and the educational role that is their duty to fulfil. He
saw sport as part of "physical formation as well as moral and intellectual
development. It should allow man to know himself, to control himself and to
conquer himself". In other worlds, the Olympic Games has a responsibility to
leave an educational legacy for the young people of today and ultimately, future
generations. Without a doubt, the Olympic Games provide a wonderful platform
on which to share the spirit of peace, the values of fair play and respect for others
and the joy found in being the best you can be.
Secondly, youth also has a vital role to play in the success of the Games.
By inspiring the enthusiasm of young people, we bring spirit to the Games.
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We imbed them into the community and make the experience that much richer
for all.
From late 1997, the Olympic 2000 Education Program was guided by the
National Olympic Education Council on behalf of the Australian Olympic
Committee, the Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (SOCOG),
the Sydney Paralympics Organising Committee (SPOC) and the National
Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs. The
challenge for us was to deliver educational programs that had relevance and
substance, but continued to build a sense of ownership and involvement in
the Games for all students. While a steady growth of student participation
characterised the early years of Olympic education, the interest generated by
the Sydney Olympic Games increased dramatically during 1999 and 2000.
I believe that today, we can look back on the success of our work with
some satisfaction. The students in our schools enthusiastically embraced the
spirit of the Games and by doing so, enhanced their learning experiences and
developed skills for life.
The delivery of all the Olympic Programs for the 2000 Olympic and Paralympic
Games was through the respective state education authorities supported by an
Olympic Education Network. Primarily, the emphasis rested in New South Wales
and the New South Wales Department of Education and Training as the host state,
due to distance and the logistics of travel to Sydney. However, all other Australian
states and territories were important inclusions for the distribution of resources
and the implementation of some key programs. This collaborative partnership
between the Organising Committees and education proved a most effective
method of reaching all schools across Australia.
In addition to the national outreach, the New South Wales Education
Department instigated additional programs and conducted teacher workshops.
These workshops created a stimulating and supportive environment for teachers
to interact and develop appropriate strategies for the delivery of Olympic
programs across all curriculum areas. As a direct result, in schools right across
the state, teachers were able to use an Olympic focus to enhance current learning
practices - adding value to student experiences. Over the five years in which
workshops were held some 1,477 teachers were registered and, without a doubt,
they proved to be the most valuable asset we had in promoting Olympism
amongst our students.
Schools generally supported the Olympic program initiatives by appointing
a staff member as an Olympic Co-ordinator, and a large number also allocated
a budget. Some schools even created their own Olympic Committee with student
and parent representatives.

Sharing the message
The core ingredient of the 2000 Olympic Education Program was unequivocally
sharing the message of the Olympic Movement with our students 120

providing relevant activities, which enhanced learning across all curriculum areas.
This was achieved primarily through Olympic Resource Kits, which provided
teachers and students with specific Olympic reference material and teaching and
learning strategies. These resources were commissioned by the Australian Olympic
Committee for distribution to all schools across Australia.
• The Olympic Education Kit distributed in 1995, was produced in two
versions — Primary (Years 1 to 6) and Secondary (Years 7 to 12) and
became the basic information source for all further resource development.
• The Olympic Torch Education Kit was developed specifically to celebrate
the Atlanta Torch Relay in 1996 and created a sense of involvement as
students followed the route of the Olympic flame from Ancient Olympia
to Atlanta. For 2000, "The Oceania Journey" encouraged students in the
island countries of Oceania to follow the Olympic Flame as it travelled
to Australia.
• The Nagano Winter Olympic Kit provided information on the 1998 Winter
Olympic Games, winter sports and the culture of Japan through, posters,
video and student activities.
• The Sydney 2000 Olympic Resource "Aspire" was distributed in 1999, as
an interactive package of learning materials, which encouraged students
and teachers to explore a learning environment, which captured the spirit
of the Games. This kit provided a resource file of teaching and learning
activities stored on a CD-ROM, teacher guidebook, posters, video and
complementary Internet activities. "Aspire" was designed to live on in
schools beyond the 2000 Games and definitely appealed to students.
(Copies of all these Olympic resources are available in the Academy
library.)
• The Sydney 2000 Paralympic Organising Committee (SPOC) produced an
education kit "Set No Limits" which was distributed to all schools across
Australia in 1998 and provided a sound educational base for all
subsequent activities related to the Paralympic Games.
The "Set No Limits" kit contained an invitation to schools to become penpals
with a Paralympian - the LEAP program (Link Elite Athletes Program). Over the
next two years, LEAP developed into the centrepiece of the Paralympic Education
Program and provided the communication channel between schools and the
Paralympic Games. By August 2000, some 2,735 schools were communicating with
their athlete and many had planned to attend the Paralympic Games.
Another key initiative was the publication of O-News, the Olympic student
newspaper. The initial three million copies of O-News were handed to school
students in August 1998 and followed up by subsequent editions in 1999 and 2000.
O-News featured topical Olympic news and activities, including various sporting,
cultural and environmental perspectives over five editions.
In September 1999, the official website of the 2000 Olympic Games was
enhanced with a youth component known as "Kids". The "kids" area included
interactive leisure and learning activities organised into Sport, Green, World and
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Techno Zones. "Kids" was also interactive with the "Aspire" kit and O-News
projects.
To complement the message from these resources, a School Speakers Program
involving Olympians, Paralympians, Organising Committee and NOC staff visited
hundreds of schools across New South Wales in the lead up to the Games. These
speakers made a positive impact on students, and their contribution to the total
Olympic education experience was valued by schools.
Creating opportunities
A number of special programs were designed to create opportunities for
students to live out the Olympic ideals.
• The Adopt An Athlete program linked Olympic athletes to schools suitable
to their work / training / home commitments. The "adoption" relationship
was developed between the athlete and the school in support of school
activities and our Olympic education programs. This was a valuable
opportunity for students to identify with the Olympic Movement through
their adopted athlete and to learn first hand of the Olympic experience.
We have received very positive feedback on the improvement in school
morale and student achievement in sport as a result of this program. In
New South Wales, we intend to continue this program through the state
Olympic Council.
• Olympic Awareness Week provided an opportunity for schools to
participate in a variety of activities around 23 June, International Olympic
Day. In the lead up to the Sydney Games, such activities included a
special Olympic Academy for students, Olympic Fun Runs, Olympic site
visits, Olympic Exhibitions and the School Speakers Program. At the local
level, schools were encouraged to plan activities such as a cultural
Olympic Day, literary or artistic competitions, and presentation assembly
for the Pierre de Coubertin Award or a Mini-Olympic sports day. The
focus was on fun activities, with schools reporting a high level of
enjoyment by students.
• The Pierre de Coubertin Awards recognise senior secondary students
(Years 10, 11, 12) who seek to enhance their personal potential through
sport. The criteria places emphasis on participation in a range of sports
and positive physical education experience, sportsmanship and the ability
to assist others in their sporting endeavours, rather than elite sporting
achievements. Students are also required to submit a literacy or artistic
work to demonstrate their understanding of the Olympic Movement. We
have received some wonderful submissions from students — prose, poetry,
sculpture, dance and musical compositions. Each year, schools are invited
to nominate one student for the Award, which is presented at a special
function during Olympic Week. This public acknowledgement provides
an ideal platform to increase community awareness of the Olympic
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Movement and highlight the value of sport in the development of young
people. The Awards are conducted by the Australian Olympic Committee
in all states and territories and continue to prove a key motivator, with
756 students honoured in 2000.
The Share the Spirit Art program was conducted annually for Primary
school students from Kindergarten to Year 6 and fostered the spirit of
Olympism through the themes of Sport, Friendship, Multiculturalism
and Welcoming the World. The winning artwork selected for each age
category was used for the SOCOG merchandising program and proceeds
directed to support the Australian Olympic Team. From the final entries
received for 2000, over 10,500 pieces of student artwork were hung in the
Olympic Village to welcome the athletes of the world to the Sydney
Games. By providing a stamped addressed postcard, each athlete was
encouraged to send a return message to the student involved.
Aussie Frog Action was a Primary school program developed by the New
South Wales Education Department to encourage student participation and
enjoyment in physical activities and sport. As this was a current Government
agenda at the time, we linked the outcomes directly to the physical
education syllabus. Students maintained a diary of healthy lifestyle activities
for which a system of positive reinforcement was managed by the teacher.
The Green and Golden Bell Frog - an endangered species which is native
to Homebush Bay, the main site for the 2000 Olympic Games - was the icon
used to reward participation and provide the link to the Olympic ideals and
tradition. The frog also provided a focus for environmental issues associated
with the management of developing a "Green Games" and the opportunity
to encourage positive attitudes by children towards sustainable develop
ment in the future. This program elicited a high level of enjoyment and
commitment to physical activity by students.
The Network of Friendship program linked schools across the world on a
one to one basis with the assistance of the respective NOC's. Once the
communication links were established students exchanged information on
educational, sporting and cultural activities, as well as Olympic activities on
a whole school, class group or individual basis. The potential for the
program to assist in the development of international understanding
and respect for different cultures through this Olympic framework cannot
be underestimated. We are delighted that many schools are now communi
cating via the Internet and, while the program will not be resourced in the
future, we anticipate many friendships will continue.

Providing the experience
As the "icing on the cake" we were privileged to provide "hands-on" Olympic
experience for thousands of young people prior to, and during the Olympic and
Paralympic Games.
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Olympic Test Events at Homebush Bay prior to the Sydney Olympic and
Paralympic Games provided opportunities for students to experience
Olympic sports, meet elite athletes and participate in sport coaching
sessions. Organised as school excursions, some 90,000 students from
New South Wales city and country schools attended test events, official
venue openings or special Olympic functions during 1999 and 2000. One
school actually managed to attend all the events offered!
• Youth Ambassador Program involved 1,319 senior students from
select country and city schools in activities, which developed leadership
and communication skills. In the lead up to the Games, Ambassadors
assisted with test events, VIP tours of the Olympic site, IOC Ceremonies,
Venue Open Days, the Olympic Information Centre and school tours.
During the Games period, a significant number acted as torch escort and
relay runners, media tribune runners and sport specific volunteers. They
provided the youthful, enthusiastic "face" of the Games, and were an
inspiration to all they met.
• Olympic Welcome Program saw 4,900 students from 158 primary
schools across New South Wales welcome Olympic Teams to the Olympic
Games Village. Singing a specially composed song "G'Day, G'Day" in
conjunction with indigenous dance, some schools also were able to
include the national anthem in their performance. Many schools built
a special relationship with the national Olympic Committee involved,
organising social events for "their" athletes and attending Olympic events
to support "their" team. All involved rated this program an outstanding
success.
• The Torch Relay provided the opportunity for secondary schools across
Australia to nominate a student to be an escort runner for the Olympic
Torchbearers as they traversed the nation. Some secondary students were
selected as Torchbearers in their own right in recognition of their
contribution to the community, and five local primary students were
chosen to carry the Flame on the final leg to the Olympic Stadium.
In addition, hundreds of students contributed to the community celebrations
held each lunchtime and evening throughout the Australian journey of the
Olympic Flame.
• Olympic Games Performances were co-ordinated by the New South Wales
Performing Arts Unit of the Department of Education. Some 7,000 students
and teaching staff were involved in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies
of the Olympic and Paralympic Games either in choirs, marching bands
or dance segments.
• A Games - Time Volunteers program was organised through SOCOG and
SPOC involving students from New South Wales secondary schools as
Press Tribune Runners, for print results distribution, technical assistance
with ceremonies, sport specific assistance, spectator services and Athletes
Village assistants. In addition, SPOC recruited 870 primary school students
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representing every Australian state and territory to be medal and flower
bearers for the Paralympic Medal Ceremonies.
• The Paralympic Games Opportunity Tickets offered special group passes
which enabled students to attend Paralympic events as a school excursion
over seven days during term time. Some 330,000 students and staff took
advantage of the Paralympic Games excursion opportunity with interstate
and country New South Wales schools attracting a government subsidy for
travel. On some days, up to 1,000 chartered buses were required, with
thousands more school groups arriving by rail. The enthusiastic support
of so many young people encouraged the Paralympic athletes to achieve
unparalleled success and enhanced the overall profile of the Games
world-wide.

Conclusion
In the lead-up to the 2000 Games, 1,578 New South Wales schools were
registered for their active involvement in one or more of the Olympic 2000 Schools
programs. From these figures, the number of students involved in Olympic
education programs state-wide could be as high as 431,403 (not including
SOCOG/SPOC programs). On a national basis, over 9,700 schools received
Olympic education material.
The majority of these schools indicated a positive legacy from their
involvement in Olympic education. Students gained an understanding of the
Olympic Movement and an acceptance of Olympic values. A better appreciation
of elite sport and the organisation required for such a world-scale event created
a desire amongst students to support Olympic and Paralympic athletes with
enthusiasm.
The positive outcomes for students - a sense of national pride, recognition
of achievements, commitment to Olympic ideals and the inspiration to do their
best in all endeavours - were highlighted as justification for future involvement
in Olympic education activities.
Like the Olympic movement it promoted, the Olympic 2000 educational
programs demonstrated a vibrant, adaptable approach, which reflected the
interests of students and the developments inherent in organising an Olympic
Games for the new millennium. Through the diversity of program material,
schools had the opportunity to meet the global challenges of the 21st century and
gain an understanding of those universal Olympic values, which contribute, to
building a peaceful and better world.
What other focus could achieve so much for the young people in our schools?
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE SYDNEY
OLYMPIC GAMES
By Mr Sandy HOLLWAY (AUS)
Chief Executive Officer of the SOCOG

It is wonderful to be back in Olympia. I was last here a year ago for the
lighting of the torch for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. Simply to wander the
serene site of Ancient Olympia and reflect on past glories is an experience
never to be forgotten.
But the existence here of the International Olympic Academy reminds us that,
thankfully, the past glories are not really past at all. The tradition of Olympism
continues, and indeed grown in strength. The Academy stands at the centre of
that achievement. It is, therefore, a great honour to be here.
Australia is a long way from Greece geographically, but this is no measure of
the closeness of our two countries or two peoples. In every visit I have made to
Greece over the past thirty years I have felt warm friendship. Our two countries
have been friends and allies through times of war and peace. Greece and Australia
are the only five countries in the Olympic Movement to have competed at every
Games since Athens in 1896.
What a great thing it is for my country to have the privilege now of passing
the Olympic baton back to the home of the Ancient and Modern Games, Greece.
What magnificent Games they will be in Athens in 2004.
The Olympic Games, are quite simply, the most wonderful sporting and
cultural event yet invented by human beings. The reasons for this are much more
profound than just the extraordinary athleticism, the spectacle, the excitement
and the fun associated with the Games. Those things are important, but more
important still, the Olympic Games embody values.
The individual values which we see on display from the athletes determination, courage, fair play, dignity in defeat, joy in victory, pride in
participation - are values not just about sport, but about life.
And the way, in which the Games transcend divisions of country, culture,
religion, race and politics to include the whole world on equal terms in a
celebration of peace, represents collective values desperately needed in today's
world. The Olympic Games represent true internationalism as powerfully as
any of the international political or economic organisations familiar to our
diplomats.
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But wonderful though the Games are, for the organisers they are also a
very tough and problematic enterprise. The Games have grown to the point where
they test to the limit the organisational capabilities of any city. This is a function of
both their immense scale and complexity. It can be done, of course, and it will
be done again brilliantly in Athens in 2004. But it is not easy of simple.
Certainly one of the key reasons we succeeded in Sydney was the quality of
the volunteers program. In Australia, the Olympic and Paralympic volunteers
are held in very high esteem by the public, as deserving of applause for what
they did off the field of play as the athletes are for what they did on it.
The volunteers were vital from a financial point of view. We had forty
seven thousand volunteers for the Olympic Games and fifteen thousand for the
Paralympic Games. No dollar value can adequately measure this generosity
of spirit. But that said, the saving in financial terms was around sixty million
dollars.
The volunteers were also vital operationally. They put in six million
hours of work during the Games. It was the volunteers in spectator services
who were most visible to the general public. But volunteers were present in the
less visible roles as well - for example, the doctors and dentists at the polyclinic
in the athletes village, the media specialists at the main press centre and the
international broadcast centre, the students assisting with data entry onto the
technology systems, the multilingual volunteers in language services, and many
more.
Most important was the role the volunteers played as ambassadors for the
Sydney 2000 Games. Their efficiency, courtesy, friendliness and good humour
was vital to the impression which Australia left on visitors from around the world.
The volunteers did the country proud.
But this success did not simply happen. It was not just a matter of good
luck. It was years in the planning and preparation. The Sydney volunteers deserve
immense credit, but so, too, do the managers and staff who put the program
together. I pay tribute to them here today.
The achievement was not that we invented a new model for volunteer
management. In fact we followed the well established principles of "gain, train,
maintain and retain" — in other words recruit your volunteers effectively, train
them well, keep them happy and involved, and make sure they stay on the job
through to the end.
The achievement was that we implemented these familiar principles well, and
did so on an unprecedented scale.
Of course not everything went perfectly. It was tough at times. Managing sixty
two thousand people is not easy. Not everyone in a group that large can always
be a saint. The technology for communicating with the volunteer recruits was not
always faultless. But, all things considered, the program performed extremely
well.
Let me list for you what I call the "top ten" management lessons based on our
experience.
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First, all our managers knew, right from the outset, that volunteers would be
a vital part of the workforce. They knew that they must work with volunteers.
It was not a matter of choice.
Second, we insisted that there must be no "second class citizens". Volunteers
were to be accorded the same respect and the same quality of management as
staff on the payroll. In return, the volunteers had the same obligation to perform
efficiently and to work effectively as part of the team.
Thus, for example, it was not just the paid staff who were given clearly
defined job descriptions. Over three thousand individual job descriptions were
written for the volunteers as well. It was not just the paid staff who were included
in briefings, meetings and communication sessions, but the volunteers as well.
It was not just the paid staff who were recognised for their performance, but the
volunteers also. We aimed to achieve a single, united workforce.
Thirdly, we did not overglamourise what the volunteer jobs would involve.
When we invited people to apply to be volunteers we made clear that in all
likelihood they would not see any of the sport, that they would be working at
relatively unglamourous back-of-house positions, that they would need to work
a minimum of ten eight hour shifts, that they would need to get to and from work
on the public transport system and that if they lived outside Sydney they would
need to make their own travel and accommodation arrangements at their own
expense.
In other words, we were realists, and this was important. Realism makes
for good job satisfaction and low rates of attrition. No volunteer for the Games
ever believed that they would be standing around the track at the stadium
with nothing to do but hand Cathy Freeman her tracksuit when she won the
400 metres.
Fourth, we recognised that volunteers must have a positive experience. They
must enjoy what they were doing. I do not mean that every moment must be
fun. But the volunteers had to feel that even when the job was hard it was not
thankless, that it was worthwhile, that it was a learning opportunity, and that every
volunteer's job was equally vital to achieving the outcome.
We decided which jobs were volunteer jobs and which jobs were paid
jobs partly on the basis of what it was fair to ask a volunteer to do for free. For
example we felt that staff in cleaning, waste management and housekeeping
should be paid workers rather than volunteers.
Fifth, we understood that volunteers are cost effective but they are not
free. The average cost per volunteer was about seven hundred dollars. Volunteers
can provide tremendous impact for a low cost — but it does not come about at
no cost.
Sixth, we rewarded our volunteers, but this was not payment in disguise.
If a person is only volunteering because of the chance of tickets to the opening
Ceremony dress rehearsal, or discounts on Olympic Games merchandise or a
watch to wear on their wrist, then that volunteer is not working for the right
reasons.
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I do not mean "right" in a moral sense. It is not for me to judge motives.
I mean "right" in a management sense. My point is that if somebody volunteers
solely for these reasons then I am not sure they will stick to the job when the
going gets rough and when they find it to be less exciting, more dreary of more
time-consuming than they thought, and when they see their friends with tickets
going off to watch the sport day after day.
So these things should not be seen as substitute remuneration, but as
appropriate gestures — a way of saying "thank you".
Seventh, we were not afraid to empower staff, including volunteer staff. They
had, after all, been recruited with care. They were capable people in their own
walks of life. Volunteer supervisors were volunteers themselves, trained by us in
event leadership.
Eighth, the huge effort put into training certainly paid off.
The initial orientation training was conducted in very large groups - thousands
at a time. It acquainted the volunteers with Olympic history, the IOC, our
objectives for the Sydney Games and so on. It tried to engender enthusiasm
and excitement. This was very easy. The volunteers were upbeat right from the
beginning.
The second level of training was in the volunteer's particular functional
role — for example Olympic family services, language services, spectator services,
transport and so on. We trained for four thousand different jobs across seventy
different fields of work - some with as few as eight volunteers, others with as
many as twelve thousand.
The third level of training was to familiarise the volunteers with the specific
locations at which those duties would be performed.
Because our aim was "just in time" training, one million hours of training
were provided in the final three months. This was a huge logistical task in itself,
before we even got to the Games.
Moreover, ten thousand volunteers served in forty-two test events. Five
hundred volunteers, who we called "pioneer volunteers", put in two hundred
thousand hours of time, some for as long as seven years leading up to the Games.
In all these ways, volunteers and volunteer managers were well equipped
before we got to the main event.
Ninth, partnerships were vital. Our thirty thousand specialist volunteers were
recruited with the assistance of sporting associations, professional organisations
and so on. Our technical training organisation in New South Wales helped deliver
training courses for the volunteers. Sponsors encouraged their staff to join in.
We recognised that we must learn from other organisations much more
familiar with managing and using volunteers than we were. We created a
volunteers advisory committee which involved key leaders of charities, emergency
services, sporting and other community groups.
My tenth lesson is communicate, communicate, communicate! We wrote to
each volunteer six times. There were an average of two thousand telephone calls
a week from volunteers in the run-up to the Games. The power of communication
129

in building the morale and focus of a workforce, including a volunteer workforce,
is never to be underestimated.
There is, however, one much broader reason why I think we were successful.
We started from a very strong volunteering culture. Over 2.7 million Australians
engage in volunteer work. This is significant in a population of nineteen million
people.
Volunteering touches virtually every facet of our community. It is fundamental
to the infrastructure for amateur and junior sport, for example. Volunteers play
an indispensible role in fields ranging from social services to emergency services
to environmental protection to art and culture.
There are, therefore, many hundreds of thousands of Australians giving
freely of their time in almost every imagineable cause, every day, every week,
every year, some for decades, and usually in causes of much lower profile than
the Olympic Games. These people are really the unsung heroes in Australian
society.
So when President Samaranch referred, in his closing Ceremony speech in
Sydney, to "The most wonderful and dedicated volunteers ever", he was in a sense
paying a compliment to these millions of volunteers who went before.
Organisers of the Games such as myself therefore owe a profound debt to
all the volunteers and volunteer organisations in the Australian community.
It is now time to repay that debt. We will do this by taking the success of the
Games volunteers and pouring it back into the general cause of volunteering in
Australia.
It is an exquisite coincidence of timing for my country that immediately
following the 2000 Games is the international year of volunteers, 2001. We have
an historic opportunity to lift still higher the whole cause of volunteering in
Australia.
We will now do this by applying the management lessons of the Games,
which I have described, to volunteering in other causes. We will do it by picking
up ideas suggested by the volunteers themselves, such as a pool of volunteers
to support other major events in Australia. We will do it by encouraging the
interest of the Olympic and Paralympic volunteers in going on to volunteer their
time in other important social causes. We will do it by building on the much
greater recognition and much higher profile which the Games have given to
volunteering in Australia.
When the Australian Governor-General, Sir William Deane, spoke on
the occasion of the lighting of the Olympic Flame in Ancient Olympia in
10 May 2000 he spoke of the "priceless contribution of Greece to the International
Community".
I think not even the most far sighted oracle of ancient Greece could have
foreseen that a part of this priceless contribution of the Olympics would be to
reinvigorate and reinforce a fundamentally important institution — namely
volunteering - in a country called Australia on the other side of the world.
But so it has turned out.
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It is important that you - the custodians of the Olympic tradition here at the
International Olympic Academy - hear this and understand this. It is important
that somebody should come from that country on the other side of the world to
thank you for this legacy, which you have bequeathed to us.
Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to do so, and best wishes
to all our friends in Greece for 2004.
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INTEGRATING THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPIC GAMES
IN THE OLYMPIC PREPARATION FOR
THE ATHENS 2004 OLYMPIC GAMES

By Dr Konstantinos KARTALIS (GRE)
Secretary General to the Ministry of Culture
for the "Athens 2004" Olympic Games

First of all, I would like to thank the International Olympic Academy and
personally President Filaretos for the excellent work that is being done at the
Academy, for the excellent work that is being done in Olympia, for the great event
that takes place every year in Olympia with respect to young people and the
Olympic ideals and the Olympic values. I think that this is a great contribution to
Olympism and the Olympic Games in general.
Before I start the presentation, I would like to say something that has to do
with my friend Sandy, that is Mr Hollway, but I have the privilege to call him
Sandy. Every time I see him after the Games, he looks younger, as compared to
myself who, they tell me, I look older, and I understand that this is because of
the pressure that accumulates, going closer to the Games, and as a matter of fact,
I admire the work that they have done in Sydney, and they have done excellent
work, and we all know that. At the same time, I envy him, because, before the
Games in Sydney, I thought I had some friends, I said, "Well it is Australia and
Athens, well, Sydney and Athens, and we are both concerned about the Games.
Now, we are alone, until the next city, of course. But, anyway, I think we have
gained a lot of good experience from Sydney, very good experience, and I will go
through this, what kind of lessons we got from Sydney and how we are trying to
introduce them in the planning that we are having for the Games in Athens in
2004. So, this is the topic of the presentation and, as Mr Filaretos said, I will be
very happy to answer any kind of questions that you will have.
Well, obviously, the Olympic Games in Sydney were an excellent opportunity
for the Greek government and the Organising Committee of Athens 2004 to send
a number of people, so that to get trained, educated on how things are being done
in the event, on the spot. As a matter of fact, we sent altogether 150 observers from
the public sector, from various Ministries and from the Organising Committee,
who followed the Games not as spectators, but as Olympic students. We gained
a lot of experience and that helped a lot in the preparation of Athens. If you
allow me, you asked Mr Hollway before a number of questions about the transfer
of knowledge. There is a transfer of knowledge. Already in the Organising
Committee of the Athens Games, there are a number of about ten Australian
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people who have been working for the Organising Committee of Sydney and they
have been helping the Greek preparation. So, there is a transfer of knowledge
both with respect to manuals and books, but also with respect to real people who
are now in Athens and working for us to help us with the experience they gained.
And their experience is very valuable and it has helped us to rectify a number
of issues that we thought they were going correctly, but we had to make some
modifications.
Well, the main conclusions that all of us get from Sydney and from the other
Games that we have studied are that the Games, the Olympic Games I mean,
should be prepared through a number of projects which are sustainable. They are
not exhausted after the Games. At the end of the Games, you say, "well, nothing
was done in the city." Instead, you develop a number of projects, so as to stay
and to remain after the Games as a legacy for the city that organised the Games.
A lot of emphasis should be given in our preparation - and these are lessons
and conclusions from the Sydney experience - to transport issues - Sandy already
mentioned some problems, five days, seven days, two days, after the beginning
of the Games, with respect to the transport of the Olympic family, as well as to the
environment, because that is a very delicate matter and it has to be dealt in a very
delicate manner, as well. The human dimension is also very central. Without
the participation of the human resources in the Games both as volunteers and
workers and whatever else you can imagine, you can never have successful
Games. And what has been done in Sydney with respect to the volunteers is again
a superb example of an excellent preparation.
On the one hand, you have to prioritise what is needed for the Games and
not what is liked to be done and that is a very critical challenge, because when
you have the Olympic Games, and it is a excellent development opportunity
for your city and for your country, you want to do a lot of things. You want to
renovate fully the city, you have to do cultural things, you want to bring every
cultural figure of the world in your city, you want to modify the transport issues,
everything. You think that you are in process of revolution for the benefit of
the city. But, on the other hand, you have to be very realistic. You cannot do
everything. You do not have enough money, you do not have enough time, you
do not have enough human resources, you have to be very realistic. And this is on
the one, but on the other hand, you have to use the Olympic Games as a catalyst
for a number of interventions to the city. The Olympic Games have a very great
dynamism by themselves. They allow you, because it is a great event, a major
event, to do things in your city which you could never do in a period of four years,
and you should need ten years, fifteen years of political debates, a lot of very
different issues, to be resolved, before those actions are taken and promoted. So,
the conclusion was, and is, to achieve a critical balance between what must be
done and what is nice to be done. To respect time, in all senses, and to promote
technologies, so as to save time and to develop an opportunity for these new and
very efficient technologies to help your organisation. So, following Sydney, and as
a matter of fact before Sydney — because we did not just go to Sydney for the
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Games, we have been to Sydney before, and we were educated by the people
of the Organising Committee, in very different issues - we have developed a
number of criteria for the projects to be implemented for the Athens case, not
just for the preparation of the athletic event but also for the overall look and
performance of the city of Athens. And those criteria were:
Does the action or the project have a long-lasting value?
Does it have a return on investment? I mean, if we invest a lot of money,
are we going to have a return? Back to the city and back to the citizens?
Does the intervention or the action or the project upgrade the natural
environment? Does it upgrade the historical environment? My city, our city
has a historical environment and heritage that has to be protected at all
cases and with full priority.
Does the intervention upgrade the urban environment? Again, we are in
a city that has a four million population. It has expanded in the last twenty
years in a manner, which was, not very much well planned, and this is
obvious in the operation of the city.
Does the intervention provide new employment opportunities and does
it have a positive impact on the gross national product, i.e. on the
economic values, which are also of great interest for the economy of
the country that organises the Games?
So, we have a number of target areas, i.e. planning - how to plan our city employment, gross national product and tourism, energy, the national and the
built environment, transport, sport, the historical environment and the look of the
city, and the social dimension.
Let me go through each of these sections, one by one, going first to the lessons
that we got from Sydney and to the actions that are taking place now in Athens for
our Games in 2004. The lessons were to respect town planning. You cannot do the
Games forgetting that the city exists. And it has to develop even without the
Games. The city will be there after the Games. So, you cannot impose solutions
onto the city, which, after the Games, will be catastrophic for the city. You have
to be very careful with that. You have to avoid congestion. You have to develop,
in other words, in the city, free spaces. This is very important, because you are
expecting thousands of visitors who have to move around. And they do not just
go from one neighbourhood to the other. They gather themselves in very specific
places in the cities. Again, use the Olympic Games as a catalyst for urban planning.
So, these were the lessons, in brief, of course.
The actions now. We have developed a planning for Athens, which complies
fully with the master plan, which exists for the development of Athens. We are
developing a network of sites, which are called of metropolitan character, i.e.,
they do not reflect just the needs of the local neighbourhood, but they expand
this dimension in their feeling that these areas will be hosting people from other
neighbourhoods, as well. So, they get more specific characteristics, they get more
advantages. We try to increase the free spaces in Athens. This is a very delicate and
very difficult exercise. Athens is a congested city. Practically, the majority of the
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areas have been built, but still, there are some free spaces, which we have tried
to collect and protect through expropriations funded by the government. And we
also tried to recover important areas in the city of Athens, such as the coastal zone
of Athens.
This is the overall look of the Attica region where Athens is and, if you allow
me to go through these in a fast pace, this is the main Olympic Complex, and
wherever you see a bluish colour is different Olympic venues, for instances the
rowing, equestrian, shooting, the Complex for basketball, baseball, softball and a
number of other sports, another Complex again for basketball, for boxing and the
Olympic Village up to the north. So, you can see that there is dispersion with
respect to the Olympic venues as compared to what Sydney did. Sydney collected
the majority of venues in one specific site and that was good for transport, but,
in my opinion, in the opinion of some of us, that created a lot of congestion, a lot
of pressure in one specific site. So, there is always a trade-off. On the one hand,
dispersion is good, because you avoid congestion of people. On the other hand,
is bad for transport, because you have to organise a very efficient transport network, and I will speak about transport later on.
Tourism. Tourism is a very important issue in each of the Olympic cities. And
if I go through the different cities, in Los Angeles there were 600,000 tourists in
four weeks, including the period of the Games. In Barcelona, there was smaller
number 170,000 tourists during the Games. In Atlanta, 200,000 tourists, those were
international domestic tourists. In Sydney, there was an estimate of 1.5 million
tourists in four years, including the period of the Games. I do not know exactly
what was the number during the Games. And we expect to have about, let's say
185,000 tourists just for the Games. I am not talking about the tourists who come
to Greece for the islands, for the Acropolis. I am just talking about tourists who
will come to Greece in the potential view to become spectators of the Games.
So, the lessons about tourists are that we are expecting an amount of tourists,
which is about 200,000. We have to accommodate them. The lessons from Sydney
are to use the Olympic Games as a critical touristic gear to help you develop the
touristic policy for the city itself, to link the touristic policy for the country with the
promotion policy for the Olympic Games, to renovate hotels and promote new
constructions, I mean the construction of new hotels, and to develop a specialised
tourism and link it to the Games. For instance, I remember when I was in Sydney
for the Games, there were a lot of excursions planned for the spectators and for
the visitors of Sydney to go to the natural landscape, which exists in the vicinity of
Sydney or far away, in an effort not to keep the visitor just in the city itself, but to
give him the potential or the opportunity to go further away and to do more
things.
And what are the actions in our case? We have decided to construct a major
convention centre in the terminal of the existing airport - of the old airport I mean.
We have given the opportunity for the construction of 28 new hotels in the city of
Athens of high class, of class lux or A, that is five or four stars. We have developed
sport tourism, that is a number of special training camps in the vicinity of Athens
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and away from Athens, as well. And we are also trying to upgrade, and this have
not been done yet, the archaeological tourism or the historical tourism, that is to
develop a number of special touristic packages through the Ministry of Culture
with special educational material and special audio-visual material that will
help the people who will come in our country, in our city, to go also visit the
archaeological sites, especially those that are linked with athletic events, that is the
ancient stadiums, the ancient places where we had Games in the different parts of
the country.
In energy. Energy is a very critical issue. It is not in the frontline, but it is very
important both with respect to conventional energy and to renewable energies.
Sydney has taught us to exploit the use of renewable energies and to use energy
efficiency techniques and technologies. We are not very successful in that,
although you should believe that Greece, because of the sunshine and the solar
energy, should be a pioneer with respect to this. We have found out that we have
promoted the majority of the venues or the constructions, in our case for the
Olympic Games, without really using renewable energies and this is a drawback.
We are only really including renewable energies, that is solar energy, in the case
of the Olympic Village, which is going to have not only energy saving materials
and solar energy, the use of solar energy, but also the use of bio-climatic
architecture which will allow the limited use of air conditioners. This is just one of
the looks of the Olympic Village. The Olympic Village has been awarded to a
number of consortia. The operation, the construction has started with respect to
the preliminary works, that is the preparation of the soil and the other things that
are being needed, and the actual construction starts on 13th July, that is in about a
couple of weeks.
Now, the natural and built environment: The number of lessons. I saw in
Sydney and I was told by the people of the Organising Committee and the
Olympic Co-ordination Authority that they had used the opportunity of the Games
to upgrade great areas. And just the example of Hombus area, the area they had
the main stadium and the majority of the venues. That, before the Games, was
an area, which was hosting a lot of polluting enterprises, as well as a land field.
So, this was completely renovated. It was turned into a big park, which was the
main pole for the Olympic Games of Sydney. They have also told us to avoid
permanent constructions for the Games, which may impose a burden on the
environment, and at the same time, by avoiding the permanent construction, you
can reduce the cost of the construction.
So, what have we done with respect to this? As a matter of fact, we have
done that before the Sydney Games, but that was in close collaboration also
with the experience we were getting also in the course of the time. We have
defined the number of Olympic regulations, Olympic laws, through which
we have defined very low building permits for the Olympic venues and for the
constructions. And we have defined very specifically - and this is very important
for our case and for Athens which is being exposed to a number of problems
with respect to congestion, traffic or pollution — we have defined from scratch,
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from the beginning, the post-Olympic use of the venues and the constructions.
And we did that in a social manner. I mean we excluded fully, and we are
forbidding that by law, the conversion of the venues or the constructions of the
buildings in casinos, hotels, offices, and private houses. That is, whichever area
is being constructed, is being used for the Games, will be used after the Games
for the public and for private enterprises. This, in my opinion, was a very brave
decision. And it is brave, because it costs a lot of money for the government.
Because, if you exclude the private sector from the exploitation of what you are
constructing for the Games, then you have never the opportunity to collect money.
But, on the other hand, you have to take a very solid decision. Do you want the
Games to be used as an improvement for your city, to develop metropolitan parks,
to develop areas for the citizens? And the decision we took at that time, that
was at the beginning of the year 2000, was that we want to protect the public
character of the venues, and this is going to cost money for the government, and
it costs quite an amount of money.
And I will give you a number of examples. This is the existing coastal zone of
Athens, this is the Peace and Friendship Stadium - it is a stadium of a capacity of
15,000 spectators — which is used mainly as a basketball field, and this the coastal
zone, a part of the coastal zone, which is at the moment a very much degraded
area. I mean nobody could believe that. Athens is a coastal city, on the one hand,
and on the other hand, its front to the coast, at least part of it, is being degraded.
And this is the Horse Race Track Authority, that is horse competitions are taking
place here. So, this is the coastal zone of Athens, part of the coastal zone. And this
is the plan of the Games. This again the Peace and Friendship Stadium, and we are
developing a coastal part all over the place. The Horse Race Track Authority
is being removed. It is going to a different place outside Athens, and this reflects
an intervention, which is because of the Games, for the Games and will be a
legacy for the city of Athens and the citizens. This is going to be a metropolitan
park. There is nothing private on this site. Everything is being operated through
the public sector. This is going to cost money for the government - I said that
before — for the construction and for the operation and maintenance. But
then, you have a city, you have an area, where the citizens can go directly and
enjoy the sun, the sea, and the landscape.
Now, if I go again back to the map - and this is the area of the old airport
of Athens - this has been now terminate with respect to its operation — it is
being only hosting small aeroplanes, single-engine or double-engine, twin-engine
aeroplanes and that is going to be for ten more months. So, the old airport looks,
from an aerial photograph, like this. This is the old terminals, this is, of course,
the runways and this is another set of terminals up to the north or to the east
of the picture. And this is the existing picture. If you look at our plan for the
Games, we are using the old airport for the Games, and this is going be, well,
for the baseball and the softball. This, too, will be converted for the other sports,
for handball and basketball. So, we are using existing land and existing buildings,
so as to develop a number of venues for the Games.
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And this was also one of the lessons we got from Sydney. I first went to
Sydney back in November 1999, if I am not mistaken. I was told that they were
using a number of existing buildings, doing renovations, instead of constructing
new ones. And the example is this one. This is the existing hangar for the
maintenance of the aeroplanes. I mean, when an aeroplane needs to be maintained or needs to be repaired, that is where it gets into. This building was
under repair. We will use this specific one - and this is the architectural design to be converted into a venue of 15,000 spectators to be used for basketball and for
the finals of handball. And, after the Games, it will stay there as an athletic venue
for the local municipalities. This reduced the cost of the constructions significantly
and also helped us to upgrade an existing building.
Now, this is the general view of the area of Agios Kosmas, which is the place
where we are going to have the Olympic Sailing Centre. For your help, this area,
which is not shown in the aerial photograph, is the airport, the old airport that
I have just shown you. So, these are close, very close to each other. And this is
the plan for the Games. This is going to be a modern marina, a modern port,
which is going to be used after the Games for private uses this time, so as to
collect some money to be able to support the maintenance of other areas of
public character. This will be used for private boats and private yachts. And this
is going to be another coastal part, next to the sea - the length from here to here
is 100 metres. So, this is again an intervention, which will be very important for
the city of Athens.
Another important issue is how to upgrade, through the Games, a number
of degraded areas. This is the area of Schinias in Marathon where the rowing
facilities are to be constructed. This is an image of the area. This is a "wetland,"
I mean, by terminology only. If you go there, you will see that this in not a
wetland any more. It has been very much degraded. It does not resemble what
a wetland should look like. And this is an airport in the wetland, which was
operating in the area for 30 years. So, we took the decision to remove the airport
completely from the area, and the airport has now been demolished. It does not
exist any more. It has been destroyed. And to develop at the very site, at the
exact spot of the airport, a big venue. And this is the rowing facility, exactly as
the canal, which has a length of 2.2 km, was the runway of the airport. So, we
removed the airport and at the same time, we are creating an artificial canal, an
artificial lake, in the wetland, and that is going to be the rowing facility. We have
been facing a lot of objections for that from the public and from some nongovernmental, environmental organisations, because we have been accused that
this is going to distract the natural environment and it will be causing a lot of
burden and danger to the birds and the natural landscape. I believe that this is
not correct. I believe that we are taking a decision which will finally revive the
wetland, and as a matter of fact, what we did is that we replaced an airport,
which is polluting with respect to air emissions and with respect to noise, and we
placed at the same site an artificial canal, an artificial lake. So, I think that we are
in a positive direction, and it is a matter of times this to be proven in practice.
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Transport. The lessons about transport from Sydney were to maximise the
use of public transportation, to minimise the use of private cars, especially in the
vicinity of the venues, to develop an efficient transportation schedule and to
always test the operational plan. Sandy said that before. Being in close contact
with the Unions, the Labour Unions, so as to avoid surprises; so as to avoid
surprises basically just before the Games, which is the most unpleasant surprise.
And we took a number of actions. I said before that we developed a plan for
Athens, which has a dispersion of the Olympic venues. So, we have to develop a
wide and well-integrated, multi-modal transportation system with the use of buses,
the metro, the tramway and the suburban rail. And, if I go directly to the map,
which is this, these again are the major Olympic poles, the airport, the area of the
coastal zone of Athens, the Equestrian Centre, the new airport of Athens, where
you landed, the Maroussi Olympic Complex, the Olympic Village. And this is the
transport task, that is how these will be linked to one another, and this is being
complemented by this map which shows the highways that are being constructed
in Athens, so as to have full access from the airport directly through a dedicated
highway to the area of Maroussi where the main Olympic poles exist. And again
a number of highways which allow the free and, let's say with less obstacles
transfer of the visitors and the athletes from the one spot to the other. It is a
massive construction programme. It is being progressing well, although with
difficulties, because you have to construct new avenues or new streets in the city,
in a populated city, and this needs a number of expropriations, which is again
a very good lesson. If you are ever in the process of organising games, avoid
projects, which need expropriations.
It is always a difficult process and creates a lot of social concerns. And these
are the rail projects. The Athens metro is the yellowish line, the new and the old
one, the bluish one is the old urban train and the orange line is the suburban rail
which is under construction and it will link the airport of Athens with the Olympic
venues and will go over Athens. So, somebody who wants to go to Athens, he
has to go up to the north, he does not have to go in the city, and then interchange
either with the metro or the light train, which exist up to the north, and come
down to the city. And these again are under construction. They are major projects;
they are legacy for the city of Athens after the Games. And again this is the light
train, which is also to be constructed.
Obviously, Athens is for us a city with a lot of history and we want the
historical environment to be preserved and the look of the city to comply
with all the archaeological issues we have elements in Athens. So, we had a
number of lessons from Sydney, although Sydney is not a historical city in the
same sense as Athens, it is historical, but not in the same, let's say, world length.
We use the Olympic Games as a vehicle for the improvement of the look
of the city, to renovate buildings, wherever this is possible, together with the
local authorities and municipalities, and to integrate important areas of the
city to the Olympic life. And the latter is very important, because you want
the city to be lively. The city cannot be quiet and absent in some parts of it.
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Every single part of the city has to participate, one way or another, in this
Olympic celebration.
And what are the actions that we are taking in Athens? This is one of the
major projects and this is a project done by my Minister, the Minister of Culture.
It is under process. If you went to the Acropolis - I am not sure if you went or
if you have been - you must have realised that the whole area around Acropolis
is under construction. We have excluded cars completely and we are developing
the unification of archaeological sites project, that is every archaeological site that
is in the vicinity of the Acropolis is being linked with the others, so as to develop
an area where only citizens (pedestrians) can circulate, can move around in light
buses, small buses, and this will give a new image to the centre of the city, very
much in compliance to the archaeological and historical dimension of the city.
And this is another view. This is the Acropolis and this is a project. A street will
start from the Acropolis, a little bit below the Acropolis, and will come over to this
area, where we have the Panathenaikon Stadium, and will link all the different and
very important archaeological and historical monuments of this city in a wide open
archaeological park.
I just wanted to continue with this. This is, of course, the Panathenaikon
Stadium, where we had the modern Games in 1896, but it was also used back, in
the era BC and AD for a number of athletic events. And this demonstrates what
we are doing in our Olympic preparation. We are trying to upgrade the very fact
that this is a country and a city, which has been linked, which has practically been
the birth place of the Olympic Games and of athleticism in general. And, if you
think about it, this sounds very trivial. We will be having archery in this stadium
and the finalisation of the Marathon race. And, if you think about it, the Stadium
was used before Christ for athletic events. It was used in the era AD for athletic
events again. It was demolished thereafter, because citizens took over the
materials and they were constructing houses. It was renovated in 1896 with the
modern Olympic Games, the first ones, and now, it is being used again, in the year
2004, for an Olympic sport. I mean this without being arrogant about anything.
I am just proud about it. It is the example where you have such a continuation
timewise with respect to major athletic events and to such an event as the Olympic
Games.
The look of the city: It is an excellent opportunity to clean the city from
open-air advertisements. And this is an example where you have to use the
dynamism of the Olympic Games and you have to provide also a number of
incentives for the renovations of the buildings and historical areas of the city. I will
show you a picture. And it is an existing one. If you go back to Athens, go to this
specific square and you realise that what I am telling you and I am the Olympic
regulation, a very strict regulation, that says that in the historic city of Athens and
the vicinity of the venues will remove all the open-air advertisements at the top
of the buildings. And we are practically doing that, and this was the sketch by the
architect, how the Omonoia square will look like, and, if you go to the Omonoia
square, you will see that there is no single open-air advertisement on top of the
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buildings. It is a very different picture and it is an important product of the Games
and the catalyst that the Games are for the preservation of the city from its various
elements. And we will do that in the whole part of the city, the historical part
of the city. Believe me, it is a very tough procedure. We have to conflict with a
number of commercial interests - you can imagine — but still, it is an important
asset for the city, and I am sure, after the Games, a lot of people will say,
"Look at Athens! They managed to modify the centre of the city from this pollution
that exists because of the signs."
Now, sport and the lessons. We have to take care of the post-Olympic use of
the venues, to promote non-popular sports - for instance, in our case, badminton,
hockey, baseball, softball and a couple more. They are not really popular in our
system. We have to promote them, so as to attract spectators in the Games, and
athletes, Greek athletes, to prepare competitive national teams for the Games and
to develop training areas in the vicinity of the Olympic Village. That was a lesson
we got from Sydney. Sydney — Sandy allows me - in-between the great work they
did, they made some little mistakes. And one of these was that they dispersed the
training areas for the athletes in different parts of Sydney and then, these areas
were difficult to be used by the athletes, because they had to be transported, they
had to be there on time, the Organising Committee had to fulfil the very specific
training schedules and so on and so forth. So, what we did in Athens was that we
tried to develop a number of post-Olympic uses of the venues, to be compliant to
the natural environment, to the extent possible - this is a little bit difficult - to the
characteristics of the urban area which hosts the specific venue. And also, to take
care of the needs of the Athletic Movement in Athens, we are developing special
premises, venues, for weightlifting, which is a popular sport, for table tennis and
gymnastics, for wrestling, which is again a popular sport and with a tradition in
Greece.
And this, for example, is one of the venues. This is constructed for table tennis
and gymnastics. And you can see its architecture. It tries to comply. It is close to a
church from 14th century AD, a Byzantine church. And we had to develop an
architecture, which does not jump over the church. We had to protect, through
the architecture of the venue, the overall picture of the area. And this is another
example. This is the weightlifting venue and this is being constructed in a
degraded area in one of the municipalities of Athens which is a poor municipality
in a sense, at Nikaia, down to the south of Athens, and through the construction
of this venue we are practically giving a momentum to the local municipality
to protect its environment and also increase its economy. And this is the Olympic
Village. Whatever you see here in red is the area of the Olympic Village. And this
is an airforce base. The airforce is using it. And we have made a deal with the
airforce to give us their premises, where the young officers are being trained, for
sports and also to construct a number of temporary ones and these are wherever
you see these yellow bullets and this will be the main training camp for the
athletes and this practically rectifies the problem of Sydney. Instead of having a
number of training areas in different parts of the city, we have collected a good
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number of training areas next to the Olympic Village, which is very important
for the athletes and for the transportation system and for the security issues, as
well. Because every time an athlete is being transferred, you have to be punctual,
you have to think about transportation, you have to think about police protection,
you have to think about medical protection, you have to think about a lot of
things.
Now, the social dimension from Sydney was to examine the social impact
because of the Games, to promote dimensions, which improve the functioning
of the city for people with disabilities, and to promote volunteers, provide
some added value to the human dimension. So, those were the lessons from
Sydney.
So, we came back, we developed a special Committee in the Ministry of
Culture, together with other Ministries, for the examination of the social impact
of the Games, that is, for poor people, for homeless people, for people who
are immigrants in our city and they have to be dealt with in a different manner,
for people who are being living in parts of the city without having special right
to be living there and we have to remove them, so as to construct a venue. And
we are doing that in close collaboration with the local municipalities, so as to
avoid a social uprising on the one hand, and also to give some solutions for these
people, as well. The Olympic Village will be given to workers after the Games it is not going to be sold to a private company — but the workers — social people,
will use it.
Major areas of Athens will be transferred one way or another — this is a very
difficult exercise, I have to admit — for people with disabilities. Athens is a little
bit hostile for people with disabilities.
We tried to introduce the volunteer movement into the public. Again, as
President Filaretos said, we have to do a lot of work in that, because the spirit of
the people in Greece is not very close to providing work for nothing. So, we have
to develop a momentum, we have to develop a new mentality. We are trying to
do that through the schools. We have introduced in the schools, in every single
school of the country; a special course that is called Olympic Education. In every
single school, 5,000 schools all over the country. And that cost a lot of money,
but it was a very solid intervention. A number of materials have been produced.
So, in every school, two or three hours a week, they have a special session about
the Olympic Education and the Olympic Games. And also to develop a number of
employment opportunities, especially for young people with technical capacities
and expertise.
City versus country: The lessons: Sydney practically collected everything in
the city - pretty much — but you have to integrate the other parts of the country
to the Olympic Games. It is not the Games of Sydney or it is not the Games of
Athens, it is the Olympic Games of Greece. They are taking place in Athens,
but they have to be, in a sense, for the whole country and for all citizens. So,
what we did is that we have a venue for football in four more Greek cities,
we have been developing a network of training camps in the other parts of the
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country, we are developing a touristic programme, so as to give the opportunity
to visitors to visit for instance Epidaurus, Delphi, Olympia, Thessaloniki and other
places of Greece, we have a major programme with respect to the Cultural
Olympiad, which has already started and has major cultural events in different
parts of the country, we are upgrading the entry points of the country, because we
are awaiting for a lot of visitors coming from the north, and we are having a Torch
Relay programme, which we planned to be very successful — again the lesson from
Sydney was very good.
So, the Torch Relay Programme: They managed to develop an enthusiasm
into the citizens, they managed even to develop an enthusiasm in the journalists,
who usually write negative things about everything that is being prepared about
the Games, and this is very important. So, we tried through the Torch Relay
Programme to take the Flame in every single part of the country and link that with
cultural events of quality, so as to develop a national, let's say, celebration about
the Olympic Games in Greece in the year 2004.
This practically concludes this presentation. I am sorry if it took more time than
it should. I think that the Olympic Games is an excellent opportunity to promote
a country, to develop a number of projects and interventions which will last
after the Games, to gather in your country 200 countries from all over the world,
to develop an athletic celebration of great importance and great momentum, to do
a lot of things. At the same time, the Olympic Games are a very demanding
issue. An extremely demanding issue. Sandy said that he had to think about one
million things every time. Every day, what is going to go wrong? The minor
one the major one? Believe me, I am waking up every day at five o'clock in
the morning, I have not done that since the time I was doing my duty in the
airforce - every single Greek has to go to the airforce or the army. At that time,
I was waking up at five o'clock in the morning. I had to go to do my duty.
Now, I am waking up at five o'clock in the morning every day because of the
anxiety, because, while you sleep, you think about different things - I do
not know how it happens - but you think about different things, well, this ... will
collapse, this project is going to be retarded, what is going to be the outcome
of the IOC, what Jacques Rogge is going to say about Athens. To be honest with
you, it only takes ten minutes and then, I sleep again. And I wake up again at
seven o'clock for good. But the event is so big. It needs every single dimension
to be dealt with in a very delicate manner, it needs productive strategies, it needs
a very close collaboration between the Organising Committee and the government, and it needs a very close collaboration between everybody and the IOC.
It is great, it is very important. I am sure we are going to be successful. I am sure
that some of us will be very tired in the year 2004, but, as Sandy looks younger
and younger every time I see him after the Games of Sydney, I hope that all of us
will also be looking younger after the Games of Athens.
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REPORT ON THE FINE-ART AND POETRY WORKSHOP 2001

By Mr Kevin WHITNEY (GRB)
Official Artist of the British Olympic Association

The opening ceremony on the hill of Pnyx is always a grand start to the
session. There is no better place for this event anywhere else in Greece. The good
turnout was accompanied by stirring speeches by IOA President Filaretos and
IOC President Samaranch.
The Olympic order was presented to the Vice-Président of the IOA, George
Moissides, for a long and distinguished service in the Olympic movement.
The (Dimitiris Typaldos) Choir of Athens gave a beautiful rendering of some
delightful songs including "Athena". Later, everyone enjoyed a buffet dinner and
party at the outdoor "Island" club, which with so many International costumes
present, looked like a James Bond film set!
The next morning, we went to the IOA in Olympia; a "Paradise in the
Peloponnessos". After settling in, we performed the usually opening ceremonies.
The very next day, Saturday, I called a meeting of the co-ordinators of the FAW
(Fine Art Workshop). I tried to impress on the COs, the importance of making this
year's FAW better than other years, if for no other reason other than our pursuit
of excellence; something I personally want in the Academy and in life. I suggested
this years "theme" be that of Inspiration.
The slow start to the proceedings of FAW was rewarded by a big turnout
on the second day. Walter Brenner (GUA) introduced himself to my Assistant,
Panagiota Apostolopoulou (GRE), and to myself as a working professional
sculptor and showed us photos of his bronze castings; works commissioned
by amongst other clients, the Guatemalan Olympic Committee. It was quite
obvious to us both that here was a serious talent. He had successfully
secured a place on the Guatemalan delegation to attend the IOA, and especially
the Fine Art Workshop; reputation of which (and an excellent one too)
had reached Guatemala. Panagiota and I were flattered. The fact we have
the new studios (Neo-Ergasterio) has made a huge difference to the abilities
of the FAW.
In the evening, the 1998 Trans World Vision film of the "Academy" was shown
and as a large section of the film is about the FAW, people watching had a good
insight on what to expect.
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The next day was very busy. A lot of people tried sculpting in clay, drawing,
painting and printmaking. Panagiota had secured Lino blocks and carving knives
from Athens earlier. Walter Brenner (GUA) worked with a Spanish-speaking
group to make a huge (3 metre) sculpture of a flame in silver reflective paper,
to make it look like metal: a very striking and impressive work.
Two participants, Olaf van Broekhoven (NED) and Roger Barrow (RSA)
volunteered to pose for life sculpture and a group started with the clay sculpting.
Mr Yee Loon Yap (MAL) soon produced a striking torso of Olaf. As a lesson
in Chairascoro (the play of light), some participants went out of the Academy
to shoot photographs of the mountains in different lights. People were utilising
the studio to make props of that night's first social evening: a service we like
to provide at the FAW. Before this event, we saw the return of the sculptors and
the models.
On the Monday, I announced the photographic competition. The theme this
year: "in wet or water". As everybody was off to the beach the next day, it was
rather appropriate!
In the afternoon Jan Patak (CZE) offered to pose in the photographic
session for six or seven participants, with the idea of the "water" theme. So, Jan
was pouring water over his himself and the photographers were snapping away.
The results caught on camera were really rather good.
Then, Olaf (NED), Vadim Cherepanovs (LAT) and Jan (CZE) produced some
gymnastic poses together, which were amazing to photograph. Will Glenwright
(USA) was showing very professional behaviour and setting up really interesting
shots with the models. He would prove his talents later in the session. Panagiota
and I left the evening session of painting and sculpture in the safe hands
of Walters Brenner (GUA) as we had to go to dinner at the port of Katakolo
as Guests of President Filaretos, which every year is always a delight to the senses.
The excursion to the beach at Zaharo was great fun for all and those
photographers interested in the "wet/water" theme had some good opportunities
to work. Back at the Academy, a film was projected in the evening.
The FAW was very busy the next day with some large (2 metre) paintings
(see photo) being produced by Matthew Kwok (HKG). Matthew was in the
Hong Kong Olympic team for the Sydney 2000 games and aims to be attending
the Athens 2004 games. This was the largest painting Matthew had ever produced
and I think rather successfully. Walter also produced an excellent painted study
(from one of the photo sessions earlier) of a model's back.
Panagiota and I started work on the large painting on the steps of the
Academy. This year for the first time, we worked on canvas, not paper. We
produced a "reflection" of the sky with birds (Swallows) flying. We rehearsed
some parts of the forthcoming happening at the workshop as well. Ms Connie
Yeo (SIN) was conducting her own teddy bear manufacturing workshop, where
bears were hand made by participants.
People were now trying their hands at various mediums in the workshop
and Maxim Zakharov (RUS) produced an acrylic paint-on-canvas work. His first
145

ever, which was a brilliant view of the ruins of Olympia. It was of such
competence artistically that it was quiet extraordinary.
A rehearsal of the Happening was underway with Olaf van Broekhoven (NED),
Martyn de Grut (NED), Jan Patak (CZE), Vadim Cherepanovos (LAT) and Matthew
Kwok (HKG), creating a gymnastic display. A "top" girl was needed, so Olympic
double/silver medallist gymnast Gina Gogean (ROM) was invited to be involved.
Unfortunately, she declined the offer to the first rehearsal, which everyone
thought was not exactly in the right spirit. So, we had a dilemma: no girl to top the
pyramid. One of the guys asked "How about Panagiota?" After all, Panagiota was
ballet trained so when asked by the guys, she said, "Yes"! Therefore, in rehearsal,
the first human pyramid was built and there gracing the top flew Panagiota!
The workshop participants watching were very impressed at her athleticism.
At this point, IOC member Sam Ramsamy (RSA) and his lovely wife came by
and gave great encouragement to the event. Sam announced he had a penchant
for drawing, so he joined in the class. It is very important for the FAW to have
involvement from the lecturers as well as participants. It adds a new dimension
to the proceedings and confirms my belief that the FAW of the IOA is for
everybody. Art for all.
While others were painting and sculpting with Panagiota, I was busy
rehearsing another section of the forthcoming Happening. Four participants,
two males, two females, created a Javelin scenario, therefore combining sport
and art. In the evening, the FAW was utilised by Rosalin Carrington (SWZ) for
the literature and poetry workshop. Panagiota and I attended and it was superb.
With the result of the evening, Rosalin, herself an accomplished poet was able
to create some poems for the Happening. I noted that a considerable input
in the evening came from Will Glenwright (AUS) and James McAlistair (GBR).
William and James were turning out to being all round participants, giving their
all to every aspect of the session. A joy to observe, after all the Academy is a place
of action, mentally and physically. "Kalos Kagahos".
President Filaretos suggested to me a scheme whereby everyone in the
academy, artistic or otherwise, should be involved in the FAW. This project should
be located not in the studio but in the very accessible canteen. With this brilliant
idea in mind, Panagiota and I set to and put up a large canvass (2 x 1.5 metres)
in the canteen with a design of a "family tree" on it. The surface being white.
I announced in the lecture hall that pens would be available for everyone
to make their mark in about five minutes over the next few days. It proved to be
a popular form of individual expression for everybody. This excellent "up market
souvenir" was retained for the Academy archive.
A day of frantic working of sculpture and painting ensued. Matthew Kwok
(HKG) and Walter Brenner (GUA) finished their large masterpieces in time
for the exhibition, which occurred on the same evening as the Fine Art
Happening. This caused difficulties for Panagiota and myself as organisers,
as we were due to be here, there and everywhere. Suffice to say everything
was ready "Greek time" and at seven o'clock, President Filaretos arrived
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at the studio with a selected group of judges, who chose the following prizewinners:
Painting:
1. Cezar Torres (ARG)
2. Walter Peter Brenner (GUA)
Sculpture:
1. Connie Yeo (SIN) and her teddy bear team!
2. Simaon Kezler (SUI)
Photography:
1. William Glenwright (AUS)
2. Niki Leridou (CYP)
Poetry:
1. James McAlistair (GBR)
2. Mirriam Oloruntoyin (NIG)
Print Making:
1. Sofia Vala (GRE)
After this, missing dinner, Panagiota and I rushed to the Academy steps to meet
with the technicians for the sound and lighting check as the Happening was about
to commence.
For six months, I have imagined in my mind for this event, ideas, music,
movement, etc. I'm only happy if this vision materialises. This year, I'm happy
to say it did. As soon as President Filaretos and other VIP guests arrived
on the steps, I dedicated the evening to President Filaretos and we began with
the Happening. Two people dressed in black with glow lights over their bodies
arrived from the back of the football pitch to the sound of the Burundi African
drummers. The audience could only see the lights of their moving bodies
in the dark. After their arrival on the stage, Rosalin read a poem about Olympia
by the late, great wonderful man, Dr John Powell (CAN) who's spirit will always
be at the Academy.
I then projected my film "Gods", made at the Academy with participants
in 1998, assisted by Trans World Sport who was making a film about the IOA.
After this, Angeliki's dancers arrived on stage and presented a brilliant anti
drug contemporary ensemble. More lovely poems followed with James
McAlistair (GBR) reading his excellent works, which were very moving. A choir
of twenty people led by Panos Amelidis (GRE) stepped forward and sung
the Olympic anthem superbly, creating a very strong emotional moment.
At this point, two javelins with fluorescent lights like glowing spears appeared
to the music "La Walli". The voice of the Greek legend, Maria Callas, boomed
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out and after the display the javelins were dispatched into the night sky! Very
dramatic.
The well-rehearsed Gymnastic Team appeared and stunned everybody with
an impeccable display. The ovation from the audience demanded an encore; and
in doing so, Panagiota fell, from a height, into the waiting arms of the other four
and to a noticeable gasp from the audience, she landed safely. Superb!
With all lights out, the dancers appeared with flamed torches in their hands and
created a heart shape in fire. The heart of the Academy. As this ended, I played
the famous speech for Dr Martin Luther King, "I have a Dream", while participants
walked on to the stage with huge sheets of blue material across the stage to
created the Aegean Sea. With the prelude of Wagner's Tannhasuer rising, people
painted as fish jumped in and out of the waves, throwing silver confetti in the air
like sea spray and as the music came to a crescendo. Lydis Lee (SIN) was hoisted
above the waves dressed as a mermaid, holding a large gold heart into the
stroboscopic light and the audience went wild.

End of Performance
This year, the Happening was a memorable event. Mr Georges Fragoulis
paid us the greatest compliment by saying the Happening was the best in his
memory.
We were lucky to have a group of very keen artists and performers attending
this session. I think the prior knowledge we organisers had, that President
Filaretos had been unanimously voted to maintain his office of Presidency
for another four years, might have been responsible for the extra effort in the
pursuit of excellence. For this reason, I would like to thank everyone involved
in this year's Fine Arts Workshop for making it one of the best ever and I would
like to add that without the faultless assistance of Panagiota, the FAW would be
a lessor place.
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REPORT ON THE DANCE WORKSHOP

By Mrs Angeliki DIKI-YANNOULAKI (GRE)
Dance Director

The 41 st Session of the IOA offered once again the opportunity to the
participants to experience and to participate in the Dance workshop, the purpose
of which is to teach and create choreographies of combined dance styles. The
variety of dances were chosen in order to keep the participants' interest up in at
least some of the different dance areas, like Ballroom, Jazz, Modern creative
dances, and, of course, some Folklore dances from the hostess country, Greece.
Our first announcement, as co-ordinators, regarding the opening day of the
Art, Dance and Poetry Workshops was made on the Opening Ceremony of
the works of the 41st Session on Saturday, June 23rd. The initial meeting of the
Dance Workshop was held in the old Lecture Hall on the same day, and it was
obvious from the very beginning that this session would have many participants
with a keen interest, as well as various talents in the dance area. Every year,
I feel nervous and get anxious about the progress of the Dance workshop
trying to maintain the thrill of new choreographies that would appeal to the
participants, as well as to the audience. However, I always leave the Academy
after the Closing ceremony with the most rewarding feeling. That happens
because every year brings many new talents and us together with different
people.
The participation in our first meeting was 46 people and the enthusiasm
shared among them brought more participants to sign up for new dances until the
last day of the session. In total, ten meetings were conducted with an attendance
of 30 to 50 participants for each session and lasted from 1 to 4 hours each,
depending on the choreographies we practice. Three Social evenings took
place during the whole session and the Arts Happening, in which we - as a Dance
workshop - had to participate and present a variety of choreographies, mainly
chosen with different criteria for each occasion.
The total of 15 dances were taught to the participants, which were presented
in the 3 Social evenings, as well as the "Arts Happening" in conjunction with Kevin
Whitney (GBR), director of that particular event. The first Social evening took
place on Sunday, 24th, and one dance was presented. In combination of three
well-known Greek dances (Hassapiko, Zeibekiko and Hassaposerviko) were put
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together in one choreography presented mostly by Greeks, in order to welcome
everyone in Greece with the most appropriate music.
The enthusiasm of the participants who performed in the first Social
evening, as well as those who were in the audience led us to more practices
the following days and many new dances were rehearsed for the up-coming
performances.
During the second Social evening on Thursday 28th, two more dances were
performed. "Mambo 5" was the first one -everybody's favourite - and it was
a group choreography presented by 24 participants. The second dance for
that particular evening was again an up-beat song, which was performed by
twenty-two couples, and it was a mambo, and everyone enjoyed performing it.
The "Arts Happening" took place on Saturday, July 1st, therefore four
choreographies put together as one were presented during that event. "Drugs
and sports" was the idea of the choreography and it contained four parts. The
first one had a slow music followed by very dynamic modem music piece
especially chosen for the energetic and vivid movements. 8 dancers who used
big see-through scarves and looked like a rainbow showing a continuous wave
performed the third dance.
The music used for this particular choreography was a recently-composed
waltz that gave us the opportunity to waltz around with long easy-moving
scarves. Of course, the formation of the dance and continuous changes were the
appropriate spectacle for an audience sitting in higher levels of the stage. Also, the
pattern of the choreography was meant to give a mystery 100k, and that is why the
dancers had to wear a white mask at the back of their heads, as well half masks
in the front, giving the audience the impression of 100king at them. The dancers
appeared with different costumes during the whole choreography and their
dynamic style made the event very exciting.
The final sequence forming eventually the shape of a big heart performed to a
piece of music chosen by Kevin Whitney (GBR) gave an excellent conclusion to
the "Arts Happening'" because it was the 41st Session of the 10th this year.
The emphasis of the last Social evening was placed on the Dance Workshop
and its accomplishments throughout the duration of the 41st Session. The first
dance presented was a Greek Syrtaki performed by 42 participants and coordinators. When we were rehearsing they urged me to teach them more steps
than already taught them, so each time, during our rehearsals, we were adding
something new to the choreography.
The following dance was an Argentinean Tango. Twenty-three couples
performed the sequence of eight steps and their commitment and enthusiasm
during practices made me choreograph an authentic song, which required a very
strict obedience to the music, therefore a difficult accomplishment for those who
danced tango for the first time.
For the end of the evening, I chose everybody's favourite "Mambo 5" that
involved almost everyone and led them to a celebration of our last evening in
Ancient Olympia.
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The positive energy and nice ideas shared during the Dance session had a very
nice result on stage. Although I brought different costumes and props from
Athens, the participants helped me match the colors by lending each other a shirt
or a skirt when it was necessary for a choreography, because, for each particular
presentation, different costumes were used, depending on the style of the dance.
This year's Dance Workshop had a positive response by all of those who
performed and shared the joy of the dance experience. That contributed to the
success of the 41st Session for young participants. Hopefully, this was the
beginning of future creative and inspirational experience throughout the Dance
Workshop.
In conclusion, I must personally thank some people who helped me and made
my stay and work a pleasant experience once again during this Session. The big
appreciation for their trust to my work to the President of the IOA, Mr Filaretos,
the Vice President Mr Moissidis, and the Dean Mr Georgiadis. Many thanks
to Kevin Whitney and his excellent assistant Giota because they both were an
inspiration in this year's fine art workshop. Also, many thanks to Panos Amelidis,
for the excellent for the great experience he gave us singing the Olympic Anthem.
Of course, I could not forget Mrs Laurel Brassey who tried so hard not to interfere
with the meeting of the "Dead Poet Society". Also, many thanks to Mr Fragoulis
and Mr Kritsinelis and everyone in the Academy because with their valuable help,
I was able to work under excellent conditions. And, finally, a big smile and thanks
to all co-ordinators and participants who helped to present the art of dance in the
most wonderful way.
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REPORT OF THE COMPUTER WORKSHOP

By Ms Shamala SUBRAMAMIAM (MAS)

The ancient land of Olympia, is indeed a significant place for those who have
dedicated their life to sharing and spreading the Olympic Ideals. The 41st IOA
Computer Workshop was able to be deployed on a conducive and encouraging
platform. This was largely attributed to the confidence and optimism of the IOA
President, Mr Nikos Filaretos and the Dean, Mr Kostas Georgiadis. The President had
a pro-active approach towards the proposal and relentlessly reviewed the workshop
details. His perception and suggestions provided us the vision to construct and
design the computer workshop, in order to maximise its objectives. Among the
important elements involved in designing the workshop was to determine the level
of computer literacy for the intended participants. As this was the inaugural year of
the Computer Workshop, the workshop was tailored for participants who were at
the beginners' level. The definition of beginners was to comprise participants who
had no knowledge of computers and those who acquired elementary computer
knowledge.
The workshop was intended to complement the noble efforts of the IOA in
spreading the Olympic Ideals and assisting youth of all walks of life to create a
peaceful and unified world. The rampant growth of technology has indeed in many
ways transformed the manner people communicate and perform their daily task.
The Workshop was intended to acquire the ideas and passion of the participants to
utilise the computer as an Olympic Ideals dissemination tool.
The IOA had indeed made a remarkable investment to prepare an excellent
Computer Lab for the workshop and the usage of e-mail access for the participants.
The increase of resources (i.e. computers and laser printers) implemented on a
networked platform, enabled the Computer Workshop to be executed within a
perfect infrastructure. There were in total six computers and three laser printers.
Each of the computers was installed with the Windows 98 Operating System and
Microsoft Office 2000. The Computer Lab was adequately sized and allowed the
participants to conveniently and comfortably share the resources. The Internet
Service Provider (ISP) ensured fast and reliable access to the Internet.
Upon the first announcement pertaining the opening day of the Computer
Workshop, a total of fourteen participants signed up for the workshop. It was
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a delightful experience enlightening the enthusiastic participants on the wonders
of the computers. Many were nervous on the first day. However, my fellow coordinators were indeed admirable in their ability to transform these anxieties to
appreciation and proficiency. A perfect combination of theory and practical was
integrated into the lessons. The participants were given a great amount of
encouragement to experiment the assignments distributed for the daily lessons.
The handouts contained instructions to perform the required task. The participants
were able to master the task in a swift manner and the co-ordinators extended
their expertise to provide additional knowledge to the participants. Each topic was
covered for a period of two days. In total there were six (6) sessions. Each session
was conducted for duration of one hour and a half from 2 pm to 3.30 pm.
The participants of the Workshop are as follows: Laila Elamrani, Morocco;
Jullien Owezime, Seychelles; Mohsem Hallajj, Iran; Alim Soad, Algeria; Jankovic
Nevena, Yugoslavia; Oloruntoyin Mariam, Nigeria; Niki Leridou, Cyprus; Gugu
Radebe, Swaziland; N. Nocua Arfred, Seychelles; Sayya Khiengphe, Laos;
Sonnyboy Mabuza, Swaziland; Christelle Houndonoagzo, Benin; Abdul Kader
Dabo, Mari; Amra, Mongolia
The coordinators who assisted in the Workshop enabled a personalised
approach to be applied. This complemented my initial briefing, which was
conducted on the topic to be discussed. The Workshop was fortunate to acquire
the assistance of the French group co-ordinators to assist the two participants who
were French speaking: Laurel Brassey, Carlo Farrugia, Silvia, Elly, Kemo, George.
The lessons conducted were based on the following topics:
Introduction to computers (24th and 25th June 2001)
The topic provided the participants with an overview on the various elements of
the computer. A theoretical and practical approach was utilised. The participants
were educated on the hardware and software. The functionality of the various
hardware (i.e. monitor, mouse, central processing unit (CPU), keyboard, the printer
and the various software). The basics from switching on & off the computer to the
Windows 98 was conducted. Upon the completion of the briefing, the co-ordinators
were given each two participants to experiment on the initiating of the computer
system. The co-ordinators were confronted with a lot of questions that they were
able to respond with many examples and analogies.
Microsoft (MS) Word (27th and 28th June 2001)
This session encompassed the details of using a word processor tool. The
participants were educated on creating new files, saving files, typing documents,
integrating pictures, changing fonts, inserting tables, changing table formats,
drawing pictures with the drawing tool bar and printing the documents.
Microsofl (MS) Power Point & Internet (29th and 30th June 2001) This session truly
attracted the attention of the participants. They were amazed by the many
features of this software. The session incorporated the following
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topics: creating new files, saving files, changing the backgrounds, creating new
slides, integrating animation and creating slide transition. To complement the
integrating of pictures and videos into the Power Point presentations, the
participants were educated on the benefits of Internet. It was noted that although
most of the participants had known how to use the Internet for the purpose of email (i.e. Hotmail and Yahoo), the irony was they had little knowledge on the
other usage of the Internet. The participants were taught how to search for
relevant information pertaining a topic (i.e. the topic given was to prepare a
presentation on their country). Subsequently, they were asked to copy @ save text
and pictures from the Internet to be integrated into their presentation. The
participants were proud and mesmerised by the world of information available
on the Internet regarding their respective countries. The co-ordinators also made
an extra effort to teach the participants on the methods of integrating music
into their presentations. Finally, the participants presented their work. They were
also pleased by the fact, that they were able to understand the animations, which
were presented during the Power Point, used in the lectures.

Conclusions and Suggestions
The encouraging responds received from the President, Dean, Co-ordinators,
lecturers and participants were indeed a reflection of the IOA organisation. The
organisation indeed always participants and co-ordinators to forward their ideas
and proposals, which are then evaluated and accepted with a great deal of
optimism. It was extremely satisfying to watch the happiness, positive responds
and confidence instilled into the participants who were so cautious prior to
the lessons. My fellow co-ordinators, who so willingly assisted my efforts in
conducting the workshop, ensured that the Workshop was conducted well. The
co-ordinators who were in charge of the other workshops co-operated excellently
to ensure that there was a unified effort towards creating a success of all the
workshops. The co-ordinators also assisted the participants to acquire @ create email addresses for themselves.
In the coming years, it is suggested that the Computer Workshop should have
various activities integrating all levels of computer literacy. The participants of the
workshop could create CDs of the sessions and utilise other technologies such as
the digital camera, CD writer and etc. A comprehensive IOA Computer Workshop
should be prepared to allow the participants as well as the Workshop co-ordinators to acquire well-defined guidelines.
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REPORT ON THE ONLINE INTERNET BROADCASTING

By Mr Ian BRITTAIN (GBR)

Online Students Co-ordinator

Last year, for the first time, the work of the 40th International Session for
Young Participants was broadcast live over the Internet. All lectures were both
streamed live and placed in the archives so whenever you want you can get
access to them. We broadcast 10 Lectures live and you can find these, as well as
the Official Opening Ceremonies on the Hill of Pnyx in Athens and in Olympia,
Interviews with Lecturers, participants, and President Filaretos, and the social
evenings and the art happening in the archives. The live broadcasts over the
Internet and the Archive material also appeared on the web casting company's
main sport web page.
After discussions with President Filaretos, Dean Georgiadis, Lecturers, Coordinators and Participants of last year's session, we recognised that live broadcast
over the Internet and placing them in the archives is not enough. We had to find
ways to get people who could not be with us in Olympia to participate in the
sessions.
Therefore, this year we created a completely new web page for the sessions of
the IOA. We had three main aims in doing so. These were as a source of:
(1) information
(2) education and
(3) research
With regard to information on the site you can find out about:
• The IOA
• The programmes of the sessions
• The lecturers
• The co-ordinators
• And last, but certainly not least, you the participants
For the lecturers, the co-ordinators and the participants we have placed
a minimum of standard information on the Internet and created tools that
will enable you to place your own stories and pictures on the site to keep
your new friends informed. It is up to you now to give this part of the web
page the content it needs. There is also a forum and a chat room available
for your use. All of these facilities can be used after the session to keep in
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contact with each other and share the experience you have had at this
session.
As part of the educational aims we started the Online Student Project. For
this first year we decided to work with one group of online students who came
from all over the world. They followed all the lectures through a chat room with
Live Video Stream. They were able to discuss the content of the lectures during
and after with other online students and their Co-ordinator. The online Co-ordinator then passed questions to the lecturers. When the participants in Olympia
were doing their group discussion, the online students were also doing the same
with their own on online Co-ordinator. This year we had fifteen people register an
interest in being an online student, of which nine actually took part and the
level of the students was very high including Ph.D. students and previous IOA
postgraduate participants. At 2 a.m. in the morning when a lot of you would be
living it up in Olympia, some of these students were giving up their sleep to
join us on line. Still, at least none of these had to climb over the fence to get
to their beds. Next year we hope with the help of partner universities to serve up
to 60 online students.
With regard to research all Live Streams from 2000 and 2001 are available in the
archives so whenever you want you can replay them. The text from all lectures is
also available in Acrobat Reader format. Prof. Norbert Müller has also given his
permission for us to make available for Internet visitors the summaries of all the
lectures since 1961. We would like to thank Prof. Müller for this and also for the
complete history of the IOA he wrote, which will also be published on the site. In
the next couple of months more historical publications will become available, so
that this site can become your starting point for research in Olympism.
Here are some statistics about this year's Live Stream. We produced:
• 27 hours of Live Stream.
• 35 hours of Archive Stream.
• More then 400 pictures of this year's session have been placed on the site
and will shortly be available for download by you at home.
• More than 700 people are now registered to use the forum and/or the Live
Chat.
• The online students took part in eight group discussions and completed
the same questions as you for both cycles. The level of their answers was
extremely high.
Finally, we would like to thank:
• President Filaretos, for taking the risk to work with us and to open the IOA
for the world. If nobody in this world has the courage to change things,
then things will always remain the same. He had the courage and with his
support we were able to open the work of the IOA to the world through
the Internet.
• Dean Georgiadis, whom we could always go to whenever we had
a problem, and especially the first time last year, when we had more
problems than one person can normally handle.
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•

All of the lecturers, who stayed after their lecture for a live interview
through the Internet. They were open for all sorts of questions and always
gave an honest answer.
• All the co-ordinators, with a special thanks to Mr Jörg Brokamp, who was
one of the initiators of this project.
• All participants, especially for the high quality of the questions you asked
to the lecturers.
• The staff, without whose help we could not have done this work.
• The online students, who gave up their time and in some cases their
sleep to come online even when bad connections to the Internet, made
things difficult.
Only with all of your help was it possible to do this unique project and we
hope you will visit the site and fill it with pictures and information. That way we
all will have a place to go to, and remember the good times we had in Olympia.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Mr William GLENWRIGHT (AUS)

Like most Australians, I have inherited the wonderful gene of sport. What has
transpired throughout my career however, is not Olympic glory on the sporting
field, but something that I treasure with equal reverence. And as I look back on
my Olympic experience and how it has influenced my philosophy on life, one
question stands out alone-have I been educated in Olympism, or by Olympism?
If I was to choose a point where my Olympic experience began, I would have
to nominate the Moscow Olympics, where as a wide-eyed 6 year old, I sat with
my family, glued to the television set without the faintest idea of the difference
between handball and volleyball or even a remote appreciation of the athletic
prowess being displayed. My overwhelming (and in fact solitary) memory of these
Olympic Games was the Russian dancing and the song Moscow Moscow, that
was played before each telecast which served as somewhat of a calling card by the
television set to let the family know that the coverage was about to begin.
Unfortunately, I won't be able to thrill you with an inspiring story of Olympic
triumph that evolved from this, my first Olympic experience. I simply didn't have
the talent required-and the limp remains of my mother's prized flowers and the
countless broken windows from failed sporting pursuits are a testament to this
fact. I was lucky in that as a young boy growing up in Sydney, I was able to try
just about any sport that opportunity provided me. Whether this was against the
common foes of friends and family, or whether I pitted myself against the old
legends of sport, brought to life through the vivacious memory of an 8-year old,
there was no greater joy in life than heading down to the backyard and playing
sport.
As I progressed up the age ranks and my sporting aspirations became more
realistic, I resigned to the fact that any Olympic experience of mine would be
obtained off the paddock, rather than on it, so to speak. After finishing school,
I commenced a Sports Administration degree and was happy in the belief that
life couldn't get much better than this-studying sport for a university degree.
It was at University where I began my Education in Olympism. No longer
where the Games a mere sporting carnival that delivered me from the real world
into a state of Utopia for two weeks. The Games took on a new meaning, as I grew
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to understand the philosophy of Olympism and recognised the Games as a
showcase of this philosophy rather than purely a sporting contest. The Greek
philosophy of a balanced education of the mind, body and soul coupled with
Baron Pierre de Coubertin's adaptation and interpretation of this ideal fascinated
me, and I wanted to learn more. I wanted to be involved. I wanted to experience
it on a level more intimate than through the television and newspapers.
So imagine my surprise when one day as I sifted through the
newspapers I saw an advertisement for a position in the Olympic Training
Centre at the Australian Institute of Sport. To cut a long and rather stress-laden
story short, I was offered the job, which I accepted enthusiastically.
The Olympic Training Centre program is a scholarship program for elite
athletes, coaches and sports medicine practitioners from Oceania and eleven
National Olympic Committees (NOCs) from Africa. It was a program also for
Australia's indigenous people - the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders. Funded
by a variety of organisations including Olympic Solidarity, the Australian Olympic
Committee and the Australian Government, it offered scholarships, three months
on average, to those applicants elected by their NOC to come to Australia to train.
Through this program I was able to work with and meet the most amazing variety
of sportsmen and women from the most diverse cultural, sporting and socioeconomical backgrounds. I could experience first hand the effect that the Olympic
dream was having on peoples' lives and these scholarships were changing lives.
Working with the developing nations showed me the role that sport plays as a
means of education and personal development. More than a means to stay fit;
sport was proving a tool for social and personal change. It was also the beginning
of my education by Olympism.
It was fascinating to be working with such a diverse group of people, athletes
from sports that you wouldn't normally associate with their country — a gymnast
from Cameroon, cyclists from Uganda, equestrian competitors from Swaziland,
wrestlers from Samoa, an archer from Mauritius-the list goes on. It was interesting
to hear their stories and to tell some others. I always look back and laugh when
I recall how an Ugandan cyclist, complaining of chest pains was rushed to
hospital in the middle of the night-only for the doctors to discover after a myriad
of tests, that nothing was wring with his heart - they were baffled. It wasn't until
the next day that we discovered that earlier that day, he had done weight training
for the first time in his life and what he was experiencing was typical muscle
soreness as a result of his training-that's all. But it was a type of soreness that he
had not experienced before it was strange to him and it scared him. Knowledge
that many of us take for granted, but the opportunities that these people were
receiving through the Olympic movement was teaching theses people something.
They were teaching me something also.
I was learning that sport was more than gold medals. It was more than
world records, sponsorship endorsements and mass marketing. It was about
participating. It was about personal bests, improved times and National records.
It was about the chance to represent their country-an honour bestowed on few
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of us, but on all Olympians. There was more to the Olympic movement than was
meeting the eye - the Olympic dream and the opportunities spurred by the
Olympic movement was changing lives. The story of a Ugandan track athlete from
a family of fourteen children who had two siblings die of malnutrition and only ate
one meal per day, who was awarded a scholarship to train in Australia, is one that
I recall fondly. With a running style that his coach likened to a windmill when he
arrived, he worked hard revelling in the opportunity that was being afforded
to him. He left Australia a much-improved runner and won a scholarship to a
university in the United States where he is now receiving an education and raising
two sons.
In May I began a six-month secondment to SOCOG - the organising committee
for the Sydney Olympic Games. I worked in the NOC Services department and
was working with the 11 African NOCs with whom I was working in the African
Olympic Training Centre. It involved working closely with each NOC and assisting
them to co-ordinate their Olympic campaign. We were the communication link
between the functional areas of SOCOG and the NOCs. We were there for the
NOCs and it was our job to assist each Olympic Committee with whatever it was
they needed throughout their campaign. We had to make sure that they handed
in heir accreditation forms on time, entered all their athletes, paid for their
accommodation, booked their airfares, etc.
I was very excited to have this opportunity; I was going to experience the
Olympic Games first hand. But, as we say in Australia, it wasn't all beer and
skittles. It was tough. It involved long days, long weekends and long nights that
stretched into early mornings. Never before had I appreciated how hard an
organising committee works to present the Games, and I don't think many people
appreciate just how difficult a job it is to deliver a successful Games. As painful as
it often was, and despite the very real strain it put on my personal life, I wouldn't
take back one second of the time I spent with SOCOG because I learnt so
may lessons about myself and about sports administration. But there are lessons
that can be handed down to future organising committees; there are mistakes
that shouldn't be made again. There are things I wish I had been told by past
organisations that could have helped me, as I am sure I made the same mistakes
that others before me had made. There are things the IOC can do to make the
job of the organising committee easier. Organising the Games is like preparing
for an event as an athlete - you learn from your mistakes. There are new training
techniques - the new techniques replace the old. There are things your coach can
help you with and there are things that you can only do yourself.
The problems we faced were immense and the stories I could tell you of the
NOCs I worked with could bring tears to your eyes. I could tell you the story of
the NOC who registered their athletes four weeks before the Games started - three
months after the deadline. Or the story of the athlete killed in a road accident in
Sydney two weeks prior to the Games. Or would you like the story of the thirty
unaccredited government delegates of an NOC arriving at the airport at 11 p.m.
one night demanding accreditation and accommodation to which they were not
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entitled? Or the NOC, who gave me the names and telephone numbers of their
athletes living overseas with instructions to organise their visas, transport and
pre-Games training because the NOC was too busy. Or the Olympic team who
arrived at midday on the day of the Opening Ceremony with no uniforms, no
equipment, no nothing! I could go on but it would only serve to bore you and
send shivers down my spine! Besides, my hair is only beginning to grow back.
But one thing was for sure - I was involved in the Olympic Games and I
couldn't have been more involved without competing. I was working with
the NOCs and was working with, meeting, helping and befriending the athletes;
becoming part of their campaign; working in the village; going to the venues;
watching people achieve personal bests and sharing the disappointments of
others. But I knew these athletes and I felt like I was a part of their campaign. Most
importantly though, I was learning what these people had done to get to the
Olympic Games and how highly they regarded this achievement.
There is a television program in Australia called "Front-up" consisting of a man
with a microphone and a cameraman. That's it. For the duration of the show, he
traipses around the streets of Australian cities looking for people he can talk to.
For the next half hour we are immersed into the life of an unsuspecting human,
who more than likely had just decided to go to the shops to grab some milk
before being accosted by this man and his microphone. And in this half-hour
we learn the deepest, darkest, most intricate details of this person's life. Just
another human on the street, but every one of them has the most interesting
story to tell. None of them have achieved anything to gain notoriety on the world
stage-but they all have achievements and in their own rights they are significant
achievements. I have always thought that this would make for the most interesting
documentary in the Olympic Village.
In Sydney there were 10,200 competitors. Some 300 of them would win
a gold medal. A few hundred more would win a medal of a different hue and
unfortunately, theses seem to be the only athletes the media focus on, and thus,
they are the only athletes we learn about. But all 10,200 athletes in Sydney have
the most amazing story to tell of how they got to Sydney. How I would love to be
the person who could share with the world the lives of these athletes. And what a
documentary it would make. What a promotion it would be for the Olympic
movement. What better way to bring the spirit of the Olympic Games and the
Olympic movement into the homes of the people of the world? Granted, the
Olympic Games is the showcase of the Olympic movement and it is the greatest
show on earth. But I want to meet the people of the Olympic Games and find out
why they were here. I want to hear their stories. This would be education through
Olympism.
But I had no microphone and I could find no willing cameraman. So I was on
my own. What I did have however, were the athletes. Athletes from all over the
world. And so I talked and I learnt. I talked to the archer from Bhutan, who
squeezed his training sessions in between herding his family's cattle. He did not
eat beef as cows are a sacred animal and rather, he drinks the cow's urine as part
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of religious ceremony. But on this limited training he had qualified for the
Olympic Games - he was one of the greatest athletes in the world, and after the
Games we will hear no more of him. He will be an Olympian herding cattle in
Bhutan. The two swimmers from the newest NOC, Federated States of Micronesia
also had an interesting story to tell. Eight months prior to the Olympic Games, they
had never swum in a pool. Their training was restricted to the Ocean and rivers.
However, courtesy of an OOTC scholarship, thy moved to Fiji where they could
train in an Olympic pool and go to school until the Olympic Games. In this
period, the male took some 15 seconds off his personal best and the female cut
19 seconds off hers to enable them both to compete in Sydney, where once again,
they both swam personal bests and broke National records. No Gold medals
no front pages in the newspapers, but a fascinating story of Olympic triumph.
But perhaps my fondest memory of this event was the city of Sydney itself.
I have never seen Sydney as it was during the Olympic Games and it will never be
the same again. This was the legacy of the Olympic Games on Sydney. If you
spoke to the people of Sydney during this festival, they spoke not only of the
sporting triumphs, but also more importantly, they talked about the euphoric
atmosphere that the Games had brought our city. The city exploded with vibrancy
and optimism, the likes of which had not been seen in Sydney before. The people
of Sydney began to believe in themselves and the pride that the Olympic Games
instilled in us is the real Olympic legacy and is one that will stay with us for years
to come.
It was my tertiary education that taught me about Olympism. Education in
Olympism is something everyone can learn and it is only a textbook away. My
Olympic experience, particularly in the Olympic Training Centres of Africa and
Oceania and the Sydney Olympic Games, has educated me through Olympism.
They have taught me about the power and beauty of sport, Olympism has taught
me so much about myself and has been a genuine influence in shaping my own
personal ideals and philosophy of life. And it is something for which I am eternally
grateful.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Ms Sophie KEIL (AUS)

Seven years ago I was an average Australian who glowed in the reflected glory
of our nations sporting prowess. As a child I had diligently and thrilling watched
the Olympics from afar through the eyes of the television media. I was not an
outstanding sports person, though I participated in many sports, I never imagined
that I was destined for a career in sports administration or would play a role in
future Olympics or the Olympic movement.
My involvement with the Olympics began simply with my admiration of those
who are now striving to reach that goal. When you have an opportunity to be
involved in the Olympics, to share in the atmosphere that the athletes create, in
glory and in defeat, then you know no other feeling in the world.
My first vivid Olympic memories are of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.
I collected a scrapbook of these memories, particularly of our local heroes Glynis
Nunn and Dean Lukin, who brought home gold metals for Australia. While
the Olympics may have been a million miles away from my small hometown of
twelve hundred people, the pride in the achievements of our outstanding athletes,
representing our country and our state was immeasurable.
As a history scholar, I am always in awe of the achievements of the past
and where those achievements have led the world into the future. A great
example of this is the ancient Olympics and their home in Olympia, which
continue to be revered to this day as pinnacles of achievement. I recently read
an article reflecting on the rewards of the ancient Olympics:
The prize was not gold, silver or bronze, just a single wreath of olive leaves from
the sacred tree outside the temple of Zeus. But it was the only prize. There was no
concept of win, place and show at the ancient Games- only winning ...the rewards
of victory were enormous.
Time Australia, 1992
This may have been written about the ancient Olympics, but it easily could
refer to the modern Olympics. For many athletes, the opportunities provided
by winning a gold medal can change their lives forever, and for many the
opportunities to escape a life affected by political unrest and persecution. For isn't
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that what we all strive for, to have a better life for our family and ourselves. The
Olympics gives us all an opportunity to aspire for greater things, and we all reap
rewards in different ways for the changes it gives us.
I have had the pleasure through my work as an athletics administrator, to watch
Olympic athletes take shape, from junior to senior, from personal bests to Olympic
success. Their courage, their determination, their strength and their humanity are an
inspiration to us all. In them you find your own strengths to set goals and achieve
them to the best of your ability. I know that by being a part of this process to help
athletes reach their Olympic dreams, I too have reached my own.
Although I am employed within the sport of athletics, wherever it has been
possible I have volunteered in weekend competition, national championships and
grand prix events. In 1996 I was fortunate enough to be involved with the conduct
of the IAAF World Track and Field Championships, this was my first taste of
international competition. This was also the training ground for the track and field
officials and volunteers for the Sydney Olympics. I was fortunate to be given a role
working in the Technical Information Centre. Our fortune was the opportunity to
work with the team managers and coaches from 120 countries. We enjoyed the
challenges of overcoming our cultural and linguistic differences to provide the best
service we could to our sporting friends of the world.
In 1999 I participated in the Australian Olympic Academy and its own way
this added a special element to my involvement in the Olympics 11 months later.
At the end of the Academy Australian swimming Olympian, Nicole Stevenson,
presented to us the Australian athletes in preparation for the Sydney Games, it was
simply based on the world ASPIRE.
Attitude - My positive attitudes is essential in overcoming obstacles to help me
improve and give of my best. My positive attitude is a key ingredient to success
and leadership.
Sportsmanship - I recognise that sport is greater than the individual; that
cheating reduces the stature of sport and all who respect the virtues and values
of sport.
Pride — Pride drives me when the temptation is to settle for something less.
I am proud to have been chosen to represent our country.
Individual Responsibility — I alone am responsible for my performance but
I will be generous in acknowledging the support of others.
Respect — I respect sport, the efforts of my competitors, my team-mates and
officials. I respect Australia, our Olympic past and the spirit of Olympism.
Express — I have an opinion and will express my view with thought and
consideration to others. In showing my emotions I do so with individuality and,
where possible, good humour.
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These values not only reflected the athletes in the lead up t the Sydney
Olympics, but also those volunteers and officials, of which I was one.
Prior to the Sydney Olympics I was involved in assisting several
African countries with their pre-Olympic training. This gave me an insight into a
side of the Olympics many would not see, it certainly emphasised the challenges
that face the people of countries far less privileged than our own, and also the
opportunities that countries better off can provide. To see many of these athletes
achieve at the Olympics was a great thrill, knowing that I had played a small
role in the process made it all the more special.
In September 2000, I arrived in Sydney on the day of the opening ceremony,
tired but excited to be there. Although it had been talked about for many years,
the problems, the excitement, nothing could prepare me for the enormous effect
the Olympics would have on me. Whether I was at an Olympic venue, or the
centre of Sydney, the Olympics were everywhere. I stood in queues with
thousands of people who milled in quiet harmony, only occasionally broken by
the Australian sporting cry of "Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, Oi, Oi, Oi". Transport ran on
time, the volunteers provided an amazing service, and peace rained throughout
the Olympic city of Sydney.
The Sydney Olympics was truly a union through sport, which regardless of
race, religion or politics everyone came together to celebrate the worlds sporting
greatness.
I once again had the opportunity to work in the athletics technical information
area. We were responsible for liaison with team management, checking of
uniforms, advice on site facilities, distribution of competition numbers, technical
meetings, confirmation of entries, distribution of information and protests. We had
the opportunity to work both at the Stadium Australia and at the athletes' village,
which enabled us to gain a perspective of all aspects of the Olympic Games in
action. While our work at the Olympics was exhausting, it was like an addiction
that was hard to beat. I would come home late in the evening, or get up early in
the morning to watch with the rest of the world all the great sporting achievements
taking place.
I took the opportunity during the Olympics to spend some with our Australian
track and field team managers and see the village and the stadium from their
perspective. I was amazed by the amount of work they achieved in just one short
afternoon. I ate in the athletes dining hall, sat with the athletes watching the
relay finals and helped sort their mail. It was an opportunity to experience part
of the life that all athletes have during their time at an Olympics. This was an
opportunity I will treasure always.
The Sydney Olympics provided me with many memorable moments. I shared
in waves of emotion as I watched our Australian athletes succeed, felt sorrow
as some of the worlds greatest athletes suffered disappointment, and experienced
the joy of athletes from some of our less privileged Olympic nations enjoying
being a part of such a special celebration of sport. Sharing in the thrills and the
devastation's was all part of experiencing the greatest event on earth. You can not
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summarise the experiences you gain from being involved in the Olympics, but
I will spend a lifetime remembering and reflecting on them.
I have seen the hope in the world through the eyes of the Olympics, the
human endeavour to achieve to the best of their ability. I was one of 50,000 people
who volunteered to make the Sydney Olympics a success, I am proud of every
person who represented their country and continued to give hope to the world
through sport. I know that with every Olympic experience my life will be richer
for it.
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STRESS FACTORS AND HIGH PERFORMANCE
A CHILEAN SPORTSMAN
IN THE 2000 OLYMPIC GAMES OF SYDNEY
ROAD TO THE OLYMPIC GAMES

By Mr Felipe SOTO (CHI)

The particular situation that a Chilean sportsman has to confront daily to carry
out a sport in a level of high performance makes of the competitive preparation
a situation non-easy of developing.
Historically the Chilean level in the elite sport has not been a prominent aspect
in the social and cultural context of your country, it is for this reason that the
agents involved in it don't have the economic support and the social recognition
that they deserve for being developing a highly valued profession by the benefits
that can be obtained from it.
By knowing this serious situation it is not difficult to understand the reason of
our low competitive level.
However it cannot e ignored that there are some institutions and people that
have fought and they continue making it to foment and to develop this activity
with a lot of success and dedication, that makes me think that with a good national
sport system our reality could take better directions.
Next I will relate my experience in the Olympic Games and the conclusions
that I could obtain of the whole previous process that I had to experience to
arrive to this instance.
The geopolitical situation of Chile is one of those reasons; our country is
located in a continent where most of the countries don't have an important
economic development that makes that the social priorities of more difficult and
more urgent solution, inside those which still is not the sport, have priority in the
elaboration and distribution of the government resources. This fact affects all whoa
are participating in some or another way in the sport environment in such a way
that the competitions are not organised with the frequency wanted and also with
the level required when existing few resources, that forces to the sportsmen to
move to the big centres of the sports, call you these Europe, Asia and North
America mainly. Evidently that this situation requires of a bigger investment that
the one surrendered by the government for the preparation of an elite athlete,
this fact forces to the sportsman to look for the alternatives that allow him to
cover in someway the expenses of his preparation, for example; part time jobs,
countless meetings with possible sponsors with some private company, etc., all
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that which only contributes to waste their efforts and time of preparation with the
unproductiveness consequent that these matters produce.
Therefore our sportsmen are not able to, although they have the disposition
and the technical level to make it, participate with the necessary frequency and
with the necessary logistical support in the best competitions around the world,
where the best specialists in each discipline are and where they have the best
opportunity to progress.
Another factor to consider in the problem in question and that it can be a
direct consequence of the above-mentioned it is the diffusion level that the media
gives to all the sports, without mentioning the technical level of the supposed
journalists specialised in these matters that can harm in some cases more than to
help in the process of a sportsman's preparation.
All the facts mentioned previously constitute stress factors that without doubts
affects in to the sport career of a Chilean athlete.

Environmental conditions
I find that the direct coexistence with the sportsmen and the technical staff
that it conforms a sport delegation it is a stress factor that can influence positive
or negatively in the sport yield.
Any times it is not possible to know a person completely until the moment that
you have the opportunity to share with him for a considerable period of time. In
my case, I didn't know very well an important number of delegates and athletes
of delegation.
For the characteristics of the places where we stay and the particularities
characteristic of each sportsman's profile, understanding that each sport influences
in the formation of the personality of its participants, I saw myself in a new
situation for me, since never I had the occasion of living in a house with a great
number of people that they practised disciplines so different among if as they are it
the tennis, swimming, triathlon, track and field, etc., who can have interests and
realities different to those that I can have like a combat sport specialist, where more
than the competition like means to reach goods or recognition is looked for to
develop through the process of training to reach a way of life in agreement with the
philosophical principles in which Taekwondo is based. This fact allowed me to
know the customs of some, those that in some cases I shared but in others no, for
example: the hour of getting up and of going to bed, the used vocabulary, the attitude previous and post competitive, etc., Factors that affected me in some measures.
Once my delegation partners began to compete in their respective sports the
atmosphere it was changing. I have two points of view to explain myself the
situation. First, the national journalists working in the games write press articles to
explain, very to their way, the sport results that were giving in the competitions.
This generated high and very stress expectation for better results towards the
sportsmen whose disciplines were programmed for almost the end of the games,
inside which I was.
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Second, when some athletes were finishing their participation the interests of
them were varying and I could feel an obviates relaxation in their daily routines,
this I can understand it and share, but I don't accept that some others didn't show
respect towards the team partners that didn't still compete, that demonstrates
a clearly non professional attitude.

A long wait
As I mentioned it previously, my sport was programmed for the final days of
the Games. Fortunately, I could arrive to Sydney with the necessary advance to
carry out an ideal process of physiologic adaptation to face the competition, what
I could not supplement with the appropriate technical work that should be carried
out during two previous weeks before the competition, refers to the training that
ideally a Taekwondo player should make in this period, as the combats with
different partners of good level to simulate the situations that can be given in the
competition. It should also be mentioned that when not having a team varied in
quantity and quality takes place a natural waste of the relationships that many
times the daily routine generates among the members of it. Again I can conclude
that the economic restrictive it affected my state of spirit and consequently my
preparation.
Another situation that I could notice is that when the days were happening and
the competitions finished, little by little the people was living the village and the
atmosphere that there was in the beginning was no longer the same one, the daily
activities became monotonous and what was novel in a principle now was only
part of the daily routine.
Once many competed the journalist began to make the analyses and
conclusions of the Chilean participation in the Games, without considering that
they were still sportsmen without beginning its participation, on the other hand
those that had already made it tried to look for explanations for their performance.

The importance of a good planning
With the experience that I had the opportunity to live in the Olympic Games
I can reach very valuable conclusions that should serve for the planning of the
future competitions of this level.
I have reaffirmed my postures with regard to what should contemplate the
preparation of an Olympic cycle. It is always mentioned that an elite sportsman
should be advised by a team of professionals in this area that helps him and that
work together with each other to look for the best preparation considering and
respecting the athlete's individuality.
In this sense I find that one of the factors that cannot be left aside, given the
importance that you had the participation in an event of these characteristics, is
the psychological one. With this I don't mean that it is the most important thing,
but in my opinion, it cannot be absent under any circumstance, since it is part
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of a plan of work with the same objective and in my particular case it has been
part of my preparation for several years.
I find that it is most important to have a good psychological preparation that
allows to maintain the focus during such a long period as which the games last.
The stress which are subjected the sportsmen that represent to their country in
a competition like this doesn't have any comparison, either for the expectations
that the media can generate around the athlete or for the own atmosphere that
surrounds to this great event. I think that these factors are those that more can
affect a sportsman that for the first time participates in an Olympic Games and that,
given the sport discipline, they don't generally have a covering of local press that
the fever of the games generates because of their preparation in this competition,
like it was my case.

Conclusions
I find that all sportsman that seeks to have a participation highlighted in
some Olympic games, should have a previous preparation in which his Olympic
cycle is planned without leaving out any factor that can influence negatively in its
performance, for that which is needed to have the best team professional at his
disposal. This will give him the certainty and the necessary tranquillity of knowing
that anything has not been done properly.
Obviously that to get this it is necessary to have the appropriate resources,
otherwise, the preparation will be incomplete and the expectations that notice him
should not be the best, with what will be giving a lot of space to what can pass by
reason of the destination and not by reason of the serious and planned work.
Finally I can conclude that they are many stress factors that can affect the
sport performance, which can be managed with success if it is had the necessary
resources to carry out a good preparation.
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Moments from the arts happening.

Moments from the arts happening.
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A discussion group in action.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Ms Fenella NG (HKG)

As I walked towards the tunnel leading to the Olympic Opening Ceremony, the
roar of the crowd in the stadium was deafening. After all the 2000 Sydney
Olympics was supposedly billed as the greatest sporting extravaganza of all time,
and the stadium was packed! As we were receiving our last minute instructions on
team marching formations, on-lookers and volunteers lined the streets cheering
and wishing us good luck. Then just before we reached the tunnel an official
handed me our national flag. Immediately the adrenaline started to pump, my
heart began to race and both the memories of my 20 years in sports and the road
to Sydney flooded into my head. The Olympics for most athletes is the DREAM,
the GOAL, and usually the pinnacle of their careers. This was true for me too,
but the Sydney Olympics were special and meant much more to me, as I will tell
you now.
I can still recall with great clarity the first time I heard the word "OLYMPICS".
I was about four years old. An old friend of my parents came to visit us in Hong
Kong and soon after he arrived, he pulled out of his pocket a big shinny gold
medal that he had won in one of the shooting event at the Munich Olympics. The
grown ups were making a big fuss over the medal, but I was just plain impressed
by the weight and the size of it as he put it around my neck and let me run around
with it for a while. For many weeks afterwards I bombarded my parents with
questions like: What are the Olympics? Can I go when I grow up? Can I win
a medal too?
When I was young my father usually took us to the beach every weekend. By
the time I was 3 I already loved the water and could doggy paddle with great
confidence. One summer we went to Macau for a short holiday where my brother
and I went for a swim at the hotel. When we got to the swimming pool we
immediately got into our swimsuits and jumped into the deep end of the pool. But
before I even had time to surface for a breath, I felt a huge hand grab me and drag
me to the surface. Naturally I had no idea what on earth was going on and
I immediately started kicking and screaming at the top of my voice until my
mother came to fetch me. I think my parents were so embarrassed by the fact that
the lifeguard thought I was drowning that they immediately enrolled me in to
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swimming lessons to teach me some recognisable strokes. Little did they know
that this would be my first step towards my Olympic dream.
Despite my seemingly questionable start in the sport, I did easily progress
through the age group swimming scene with the encouragement of my parents
and my coach, and by the age of twelve I was invited to train with the national
team. Three years later after countless laps in the pool, I surprised everybody,
including myself by winning two gold medals at the Asian Swimming
Championships and was immediately selected to represent Hong Kong at the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics that summer. Walking out onto the track at the
opening ceremony in LA as the youngest member of our delegation was
overwhelming and swimming against all my idols in the pool was most
unforgettable. I remember seeing athletes from other sports for the first time,
including famous athletes I had only ever seen on TV. In the village dining room
I remember images of the tall basketball and volleyball players towering over
me and the huge weight lifters sitting and surpassed all my expectations. My
performance in the pool unfortunately did not live up to my expectations. All
athletes dream of doing their personal best times at the Games and even a fraction
of a second slower is always a disappointment. I went home and vowed to train
much harder.
Four years passed and the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul soon became
a reality. Being older and competing in my second Games, I was able to focus
more in the pool and gave it my best on the day. I cherished all the friends that
I met in Seoul and have many fond memories of Korea.
After university I stopped swimming and moved to London to further my
education. I do not remember missing competitive swimming at all, the early
mornings or all those laps in the pool. When the Barcelona Games came,
I watched my friends and old team-mates competing in the pool on TV, and was
suddenly saddened not to be part of it anymore. Upon graduating from university
in 1993, I returned to Hong Kong and decided to give it another shot. This time,
however, I would do it as a full-time athlete as I was sure that I had not really
reached my full potential and that I could still improve. My target was 18 months
away; to qualify for the Commonwealth and Asian Games, and hopefully to medal.
I achieved my goals and won a silver medal as a member of our 4 x 100 m
freestyle relay team. Perhaps now, I was finally ready to retire and get a "real" job
in the "real" world. I was wrong.
Before my swimsuit even had time to dry out, the national rowing coach
approached me and asked me to give rowing a try. His wife was Hong Kong's
most successful female rower at the time and they were desperately looking
for a partner for the lightweight double sculls in Atlanta, only a year and
a half later. Hong Kong is a small place and despite being so densely populated,
potential athletes are hard to find due to the lack of sporting culture and sports
participation at the school level. At first I thought the coach was crazy. Sure,
I had played on the indoor rowing machines before as part of my cross training
and yes, I had indeed posted some good scores, but rowing in a boat? I hardly
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knew what a sculling boat looked like. On the other hand though, there was the
lure of those magical words "the Olympics" which tipped the balance and
I decided to take on the challenge. So at the age of 27 I sat myself in a boat and
began my new life as a rower.
The most difficult things was going back to being a complete novice and
I found it even more stressful being thrown into doing full-time training straight
away with the national team. At first I fell in the river a lot and had aches and pains
from using muscles I did not even know existed. There was no time to waste
though and I was put on the accelerated learning track, straight into the double
scull and told to follow whatever my partner did. Day by day I improved and eight
months later we placed 19th at the World Championships. In November we beat
our Japanese counterparts, who were assumed to be our main rivals at the fast
approaching Asian Olympic-qualifying regatta. Beating the Japanese made us feel
pretty confident, and we could almost taste Olympic qualification.
My dream of representing Hong Kong in once more was surely going to
happen. When the Olympic-qualifying regatta in Tokyo took place only two
months before the Atlanta Games were due to start, we really believed we were in
there with an excellent chance. However, I'm sure most of you who are involved
in sport know, nothing is guaranteed. In the end it turned out that the very same
crew that we had beaten months earlier crushed us convincingly on their home
ground. We were absolutely devastated. I was disillusioned, felt cheated and
foolish even to have believed that I could have qualified in such short time
span. Who was I kidding? I left with a hollow, empty feeling and quit rowing
immediately once we returned home.
The Atlanta Olympics came around two months later, a part of me wanted to
watch the games on TV whilst another part of me just wanted to get away from
it as far as possible. Every time I switched on the TV a little voice in my head
said, "you should be there". Two weeks of Olympic hype and many sleepless
nights of soul searching eventually made me pick up my oars again. My rowing
partner who had retired did not come back after the summer, so I was left on my
own to do the single sculls. Now I felt like I had something to prove to myself
and I desperately wanted to justify the time and effort I had already put into
rowing. The next two years I trained hard and stayed focused and was finally
rewarded by earning a place in the finals of the lightweight single sculls at the
1998 World Rowing Championships in Cologne. Once again I got a faint sniff of
the possibility of Olympic qualification and I allowed myself to dare to dream that
Olympic dream one more time.
The road to Sydney was full of ups and downs. After another good winter's
training I fell ill in 1999. The doctors could not diagnose my illness, so perhaps
I had just over trained. Despite taking the prescribed test, I still felt constantly
fatigued, and my normal resting heart rate was continually elevated. Hence I was
unable to get on the water to train for several months. By November the Asian
Olympic qualifiers arrived again and I was still struggling to find my best form. To
make things worse, the event of lightweight single sculls would not be in the
183

Olympic program and without a partner, I was left to battle it out in the Women's
Open sculls with the BIG girls, who were all much bigger and taller than myself.
The race started off well, but due to the long break from training my fitness was
questionable. Towards the end of the race I struggled and really had to dig down
deep to hold on to my qualifying place. When I crossed the line and realised that
I had finally qualified, I was totally stunned and speechless. It was twelve years
since I had last competed in the pool in Seoul and now I had just qualified for my
third Olympics, and to top it off, it was in a second sport. Wow!
When I arrived in Sydney, I just knew that it was going to be "my Games" and
that I was going to enjoy it. The road to Sydney was harder than my last two
Olympics and the sacrifices so much greater. I was going to experience the
Olympics for the first time as a mature athlete and perhaps would better be able
to appreciate the significance of the Games in comparison to my teenage eyes of
my younger years. I was prepared and ready to do my best, and felt no pressure
other than to be the best that I could be on the day.
As I marched into the Sydney stadium ahead of the entire Hong Kong
delegation I lifted our national flag up high, and waved it with pride. What an
incredible honour it was to be selected by the Hong Kong Olympic Committee to
hold the Hong Kong flag for our team. Since the British handed over sovereignty
of Hong Kong to China in 1997, it was the first time that our red and white
Bohemia flag had been used at an Olympic Games, and I was bursting with ride
as I carried it around the track and all the spectators cheered us on. Soon after we
emerged from the tunnel the announcer said "...and Hong Kong, China", I knew
then that I was in Sydney and a part of the biggest Olympics ever. As the flag
flashed up on to the giant TV screen, there was a big roar from the crowd and it
felt like the whole world was watching us. The feeling was amazing and totally
indescribable. For me this was the icing on the cake and I could not think of a
better way for me to end my 20-year career in competitive sport. Camera bulbs
were flashing everywhere, flash! Flash! Flash and my mind suddenly flashbacks to
the moment when I first touched that Olympic Gold medal in my parents' living
room so many years before. It all seemed so long ago, but then again it seemed
like only yesterday. A moment of regret flooded over me, and my only wish was
that my parents could have still been alive to see me at this cherished moment. But
in a split second as the crowd roared again for the next team, I was back and
quickly smiled privately to myself because I knew deep in my heart that they were
both up there somewhere cheering me on as all proud parents do.
The Olympics have made me who I am today. The experiences and people
I have met over the years will remain with me forever. I feel very privileged and
truly blessed to have been a part of the Olympic experience.
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I WAS AN ATHLETE AT THE ATLANTA OLYMPIC GAMES

By Mrs Priscilla Chery LEBON (MRI)

First of all, I must say that the wonderful times spent in Atlanta are
unforgettable. It was my first Games and I had a magical experience there.
What I noticed the most was the great organisational expertise. Everything was
done to make the Games enjoyable and safe.
The best moment of my stay in Atlanta was the Opening Ceremony, when
all the athletes from the whole world, of all races and colours, came together for
the same dream: to participate in the Olympic Games.
Not for one moment was I bored. There were so many things to discover and,
above all, people to meet.
My experience on the tatami wasn't easy because I was tense and had gone to
pieces. I wasn't myself and that cost me dearly. I lost my fight stupidly taking
penalties for lack of fighting spirit. I noticed that the pressure wasn't the same, at
the Olympic Games, it is in a different league.
In the Olympic Village, there are no barriers between the stars and the lesser
known athletes; everyone eats and travels together. There was a great sense of
friendship and family harmony between the athletes.
Personally, I think that to organise such an event so successfully it is essential
to be extremely competent. I congratulate the IOC and the host organisers, it was
superb. Since then I have nurtured this philosophy of Olympism and often share
it with my students.
To conclude, I would say quite simply that the Olympic Games were magical.
Thanks to this gathering, men and women discovering other cultures, accepting
others with all their differences and from that, beginning a great friendship, there
is such harmony that one feels as if one is on another planet.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Ms Marie-Caroline HOCKE (BEL)

Working in the Medical Department of the Belgian Olympic and Inter-Federal
Committee (BOIC), I had the great honour and opportunity to be a part of the
Olympic Games in 2000 in Sydney, with the IOC Medical Commission. Not being
a member of this Commission, I had the opportunity to accompany Prof. Xavier
Sturbois, Commission member and then Vice-Président of the BOIC and Chairman
of the Medical Department, in order to assist him in his work during the Games.
This work did not begin on the day of the Opening Ceremony but, rather, two
days before, and lasted until two days after the Closing Ceremony.
The days preceding the opening of the Games were necessary to become
familiar with all the competition venues, as well as with the Olympic Village and,
more specifically, the anti-doping control centres, set up especially for the Games.
It was also important to know where the hospitals in the area were. Preparation
meetings were organised in order to determine each Commission member's duties.
The Medical Commission is chaired by a Belgian, Prince Alexandre de Merode,
and the IOC Medical Director is Doctor Patrick Schamasch from France.
Most Commission members are medical doctors, while some specialise in
biomechanics and one is a physiotherapist. Whilst the physiotherapist was
responsible for the Olympic Village Physiotherapy and Massage Centre, the other
doctors worked at the different competition venues and the Olympic Village. They
carried out anti-doping tests before and just after competitions and ensured the
smooth running of the medical services provided before, during and after all the
sports events. It was not a case of resting on one's laurels because there were
many tests to be carried out - each medallist (gold, silver and bronze) in every
discipline is tested, as well as some athletes tested at random.
The Medical Commission met every night when the competitions were over.
That day's medical problems were discussed, the results of the anti-doping
controls reviewed and the positive cases (as, unfortunately, there were some)
discussed in depth.
The athlete with a positive sample is heard at great length and, if he/she so
wishes, can be accompanied and defended by his/her trainer, doctor and/or other
representative from his/her NOC.
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The sanction varies from withdrawal of a medal to disqualification and the
athlete's immediate return to his/her country. Whilst the athlete concerned always
feels that the sanction is too harsh, according to public opinion, it is often not
severe enough.
As I have already mentioned, as well as doping problems, other problems
are also dealt with, such as providing health care, the rapid transfer of an injured
athlete from the competition venue to the hospital, etc. As the medical care has to
be perfect, nothing is left to chance.
As their days were long and sometimes difficult, it was natural that Medical
Commission members benefited from certain facilities: they had drivers available
to them 24 hours a day to take them quickly and easily to where they needed to
go; all members had accreditation, allowing them to go wherever they wanted,
whenever they wanted; and all competition venues were open to them: stadiums,
areas limited to athletes, medical areas, launches, etc.
This "good" level of accreditation was a necessity and, even though they did
not often have the opportunity to follow a competition, it enabled them, all the
same, to go wherever they wanted when they did have a free moment - all hard
work deserves some reward.
However, it must not be forgotten that the work of the volunteers present
facilitated the work of the Medical Commission members and contributed to the
smooth running and success of the Games.
Being a part of the "Olympic Family" was a marvellous experience and I hope
that all those who dream of it can experience it one day.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Ms Maria Silvia PEREIRA MARTINS (BRA)

Taking part in the Olympic Games is every athlete's dream as it was mine.
I was a Springboard Diver for over 16 years and always aspired to represent my
country in the Games. In 1998 this dream came true and I attended the Seoul
Olympics, not as a competitor but as a TV Diving Commentator.
Although this was not exactly how I planned to realise my Olympic Dream the
excitement I felt over those 15 days was unforgettable, from arriving at the airport
and receiving my ID card to the closing ceremony, I was completely mesmerised
by everything.
I saw the Games from a different prospective to that of the athletes and
journalists and also had access to every event in the Games. For a teenager who
was able to move freely around venues and events, this was probably the most
exciting 15 days of my life. Being so close to dedicated athletes, experiencing
their job and frustration as they battled against the best in the world will remain in
my memories forever.
Even though I was not there as an athlete it was natural for me to relate
what I was watching to my personal experience as a diver. I remembered the
practices in very cold weather that I had to go through in order to follow the
International Circuit and I could only picture how hard it would be to prepare
for the Olympics. The sacrifice I made was substantial just at my level; I can
only imagine the level to which these athletes went for their physical and mental
preparation.
I remembered almost crying when the Brazilian anthem was played during the
South American Championship and tried to think about the emotion these
Olympians felt when they heard theirs.
There were many moving moments during the Games for me, but the most
noble were when I watched Ben Johnson and Greg Louganis.
On the day of the 100 metres race I went to the Olympic Stadium very early so
I could get a seat close to the finish line and was extremely excited about
watching the event. Ben Johnson won with class and was cheered to the finish
line. It was very disappointing to find out later on that evening that he had been
disqualified due to the use of forbidden substances.
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The most important time was when Greg Louganis, a diver like me, hit his head
on the board on the reverse two and a half pike. He required medical attention
and stitches, but shortly afterwards returned to the board and went on to make to
the finals, winning the competition and retaining the Olympic Gold. Watching him
I realised the level of determination that is required to reach the Olympics.
My experience as an athlete and the opportunity of having watched
the Olympic Games in such an important time in my life have definitely affected
it. Today I teach Physical Education to very young children, some of them are
still a few years from really understanding the meaning of Olympic Games.
What I try to pass on them is the idea of fair play, the importance of being active
and of having determination to conquer even the more difficult goals in life. I may
not be preparing them for the Olympics but I want them to enjoy the challenges
and benefits of sport and understand important sporting values (team spirit,
sportsmanship, setting of example, etc.).
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Mr Anthony LEDGARD GRIMM (PER)

Good morning, maybe some of you already know me but for those of you who
don't, my name is Anthony Ledgard, I come from Lima — Peru (South America).
Since I was borne I was raised in a family in which everyone lived the Olympic
spirit.
My grandfather was an Olympic swimmer at Berlin 1936 and my father also
competed at the Olympic Games at Tokyo 1964 also as a swimmer.
Since I was a small kid I trained and participated in many swimming
competitions with one goal "to become an Olympic Swimmer", but for different
circumstances I finished being a cyclist.
Years of training, competitions, training camps, thousands of kilometres past.
• Bolivarian Championships
• Pan American Championships
• Pan Am Games
• Junior World Championships
• World Championships and
• Hundreds of different competition passed, until I qualified to participate
at the Olympic games.
I participated at the Olympic Games held in Barcelona 1992 as a cyclist,
competing in the 4,000 metres. Individual Pursuit.
Even though I did not won a medal I won something that has marked a very
valuable aspect on my life, being part of this marvellous family.
The traject to get to the Olympic Games are not easy, and only a few get the
chance to go.
But that experience has taught me a lot, sharing with so many people from all
over the world, from such different cultures, religions, beliefs, perspectives have
helped me become a better citizen of the world.
I am sure for those who did not have the privilege yet of participating at
Olympic Games, or will never have the possibility to do so, now you can know
and understand much more the ideas Olympism, after you stay at the academy
and experience in a very small proportion, how is life inside the Olympic village,
but with no pressure of competition.
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I have learned and understood the importance of establishing a peaceful
society by blending sports with culture and education, on the basics of pleasure.
I am sure that even though we are not the same, because we come from
different countries, have different believes, look different, we are all one big
group, that have no reason for not respecting and sharing our ideas.
Sharing moments and being part of this elite group is something that has no
words to describe.
Being part of this Olympic Family has taught me to share, understand and
respect people, in a more sincere way.
Now it is not possible for me any more to participate in any type of
competitive sport, something that I really miss a lot. I was detected a brain tumour,
from which fortunately I have succeeded.
But once you are involved in sports you can not go away.
I am now President of the Peruvian Cycling Federation, and have one clear
mission:
"To share my knowledge and expertise in sports, and to help sportsmen from
undeveloped countries to reach their dream having the possibilities to train and
compete with the highest technologies in order to reach and achieve their goals
with the same support that they receive from developed countries."
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Mr Andres ISOLA-HEYDAL (URU)

I have represented my country in the Olympic Games of 1996 in Atlanta as
a windsurfer.
My country is considered to be one of the underdeveloped countries and thus
there isn't much governmental support. As a result, I had to cover most of my
expenses from my personal savings. Anyway.
At first, I was seeing the Olympic Games as a competitive situation, where
I had to give all 100% of my effort. The environment of the Games was excellent.
But, at that time, I was just looking to achieve my goal and nothing else. I realised
what I did, I mean participating in the Olympic Games, quite long after. Taking
part in the Olympic Games is something very exceptional and many athletes have
the opportunity to participate.
During these four days in Olympia, I had the chance to enhance my knowledge concerning the Olympic Movement and its relative aspects. Therefore, I can
now start to understand the very deep meaning of the Olympics and what
Olympic Education can offer. I hope and waiting to learn more from this Session.
I wish I had been introduced to these values before Atlanta.
Once again, the Olympics, were the most valuable experience of my life and
certainly one of the most exciting moments. The feeling of entering the Olympic
Stadium, which more than 80,000 live spectators and millions of people from all
the continents through the TV are watching, you walking around the stadium is
something irreplaceable. When I managed to see three flags from Uruguay is such
a big and crowded stadium made me feel proud. Also, when we passed in front
of the Argentina's Olympic Team-Argentina is my neighbour country the athletes
and coaches were waving and clapping in a special way. This fact made me feel
so happy and excited that even in my own language is difficult to express. These
feelings are unforgettable.
Every time I think of this experience, feelings of excitement and positiveness
come into my mind. My participation representing my country also makes me feel
alive and strong enough to overcome any future difficulties.
These images will be kept in my heart forever!
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SHARING THE DREAM

By Mrs Laurel BRASSEY IVERSEN (USA)

I believe that powerful dreams are inspired by great role models, nurtured by
fearless vision, and accomplished through insane dedication and commitment.
Since the time I was very young, the Olympics have always captivated me. Every
time I see Olympic stories or events on the television, I get goose bumps; I am
overcome with emotion, and often moved to tears.
My Olympic dream was born when an elementary grade school teacher taught
us about the Olympic Games with the story of a great Olympian, Wilma Rudolph.
She had polio as a child but overcame her illness and eventually won three gold
medals in the 1960 Rome Olympics. I knew I was destined to be like
Wilma, a champion runner. I tried many sports and when I was 15, I was
introduced to volleyball. Three years later I earned a place on the National Team
of the United States.
When I was 19 years old, I became the first woman in the United States
to play on a man's intercollegiate sports team. The coach of the team had
been the captain of the 1968 Men's Olympic Team and was a great inspiration
for me.
My participation created national media attention and much speculation as to
whether or not it was merely a publicity stunt. I had to constantly prove myself.
In 1975, we became the first American team of any kind to begin training on
a year-round on a full-time basis. Our coach, Dr Arie Selinger, was ruthless,
pushing us five to six hours a day, six days a week. In essence, we were
professional athletes, the only difference being; we didn't get paid. We failed to
qualify for the Montreal Games in 1976, but the regimen paid off and we did
qualify for the 1980 Games in 1976, but the regimen paid off and we did qualify
for the 1980 Games of Moscow a full year before those games would begin.
The dream was within reach and we trained harder than ever, as many as eight
hours per day.
We moved away from family, friends and boyfriends gave up school and
jobs and blindly followed our coach down the path to victory. We climbed the
international ladder steadily and found ourselves ranked in the top three in the
world with Cuba and China.
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But one of the greatest tragedies in Olympic history crushed our dream of
Glory; the boycott of 1980! I realised that my dream of being an Olympian would
not be reached. I was very bitter, angry and disillusioned with my country, "land
of the free and home of the brave". People said to me, "what a waste; all those
years of training for nothing." I think that for a time I was drowning in self-pity and
I believed those words. I was also asked if I would sacrifice so much again if
I knew what the outcome would be. In the United States we were labelled as
social misfits and spoiled brats. We were attacked in the media as unpatriotic and
ungrateful. We tried desperately to organise our Olympians throughout the
country behind the leadership of Anita DeFrantz, even petitioning the IOC to
participate under their flag and not represent our country. This was a terrible
dilemma for me because I loved my country, but as an athlete, and a citizen,
I had the right to compete. In fact, people were dying in Afghanistan and if
by our boycott we could have stopped the war there, then I would have felt
some satisfaction in my sacrifice. But, the use of the world's athletes to affect
political policy had no effect on the former Soviet Union's decision to invade
and occupy Afghanistan. As an American athlete, I felt tremendous guilt for
the fact that my country dragged 60 other nations into the boycott. The US led
boycott of 1980 started a downward spiral of retaliatory boycotts that finally ended
in Barcelona.
It was here in Olympia in 1989, when I was a participant just like you that
I came to terms with the boycott and its effect on my life. I was asked by the Dean
Simitcek to present my Olympic Experience. I didn't understand. But he wanted
me to tell the others what had happened to me. It was the first time that I had
really contemplated my feelings about the boycott and put these thoughts on
paper. There were a few other athletes who also shared their experience with
the boycott. I began to let go of my bitterness and I was comforted by the
understanding, compassion and empathy of the other participants. The question
arose again. Would you do it all again knowing the outcome?
I came to the realisation the YES I would go through all of it again including
the boycott. We had the most wonderful experiences together as a team. It was
tough, very tough, but we remember the fun times, the great victories, and the true
friendships we made all over the world. The women of the 1980 United States
Olympic Volleyball Team are bonded by unfailing friendship that we came to
embrace through our sport, and we remain to this day committed to each other.
We were the most fortunate girls in the world. We travelled all over the world
together experiencing other cultures, learning to tolerate the differences of other
people, playing the game we loved.
All of our experiences both, positive and negative shape our lives. Sometimes
we cannot see this clearly until we step away and time passes. There was a great
benefit from the boycott that I could not see until years later. Since I didn't get to
realise my dream in Moscow, I appreciate the experiences of the journey I undertook more that I possibly would have. We emerged very strong women, willing to
fight for the important issues in our lives. For this, I am the most grateful.
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I can say with complete conviction that the International Olympic Academy
changed my life. I began to put the loss of my Olympics behind me and work in
the Olympic Movement, spreading the concepts and teaching others, and also
working to establish the IOA Past Participant's Association. I had retired from the
National team in 1980. I became a coach and taught my players the messages of
Olympism, such as fair play and sport for all.
All through the years following the boycott, I carried the Olympic Flame in
my heart. In the late 1980's I played on and off in a domestic leagues. I helped
with the National team from time to time as a visiting coach. In April of 1987 the
smouldering flame was ignited once again into an all-consuming fire when I was
asked to join the Olympic team for Seoul. I hadn't played internationally for seven
years. I had many doubts. Could I still play at that level? Should I? What about
my job? But instantly I knew, I had to try. When I was 34 years old, I marched into
the Olympic Stadium in Seoul, and I knew at that moment that the long journey
was worth every step, every disappointment, and every sacrifice.
While I was in Seoul, I felt that I was representing my 1980 team-mates
who never got another chance, and I think this feeling is partly responsible for
my preparation to perform to my very best. I believe that when I finally had the
opportunity to compete in Seoul, I had a much greater understanding of what
Olympism really was because of the time I had spent here in Olympia. I had
prepared myself in every aspect to have my best performance. Since the age of
eight and throughout my athletic career there had been one goal; to win a gold
medal, and be an Olympic Champion. I used visualisation techniques to prepare
for matches and I always included in the visualisation, the gold meal being slipped
over my head as my national anthem was played.
As a competitor, I was not satisfied with the outcome of our Olympic
tournament, but as a veteran of sport; I was at complete peace with myself.
I had given my all, and had prepared myself for an optional performance. I knew
that I was indeed a champion. Olympians are not better than others, but are
different perhaps, somehow driven to succeed, a bit insane in our incessant
pursuit of excellence, and incomprehensibly competitive. As you may have
noticed by now, I am extremely persistent and do not give up. The Olympic
Movement has moulded my life, not because ultimately I participated in the
Olympic Games. That was a personal achievement of overwhelming satisfaction.
But rather for all the reasons I have shared with you today.
There are so many things to love about sport. I loved my sport when I was
competing. I was passionate about it. I still love to watch it played and this year
I played in an age group national tournament. I enjoy many sports because I see
in them beauty, discipline, skill, drama, perseverance and emotion. I hope that
after your experience here you will also see friendship, tolerance, understanding,
peace and love. These things are possible to achieve through sport and we can
all make a difference! Each of you was chosen to be here from among your
countrymen. This is a great honour for you! I am proud to know you and to have
this opportunity to share my experience and try to give something back to the
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Olympic Movement that has enriched my life many times over. I regret that I did
not get to know all of you. It is sport that binds us together, and it is sport that
brought us here to Olympia. Will a world be a better place because we came to
Olympia? Are we perhaps, too idealists? Can the world follow our example and
live together in peace like we have here in Olympia? That is really up to you.
I believe that the great Jesse Owens was right when he said that no matter what
field you come from, the world of art or science, the business world or the world
of sport, everyone can be a champion in your own right. I believe that each of you
is a champion in some way, or you would not have been selected to participate
in this special occasion. You have great potential. Please don't underestimate
yourselves!
One week before I came, an acquaintance asked me why I was coming to
Greece. I explained to him the program of the IOA and I also told him about
Olympic Solidarity. He was very surprised to hear about this and he said he only
knew about the Olympic Games and he had some negative impressions because
of doping, the Olympic scandal, and the win at all cost-attitude of some athletes.
He said he was glad to hear these things. Then he left. Ten minutes later he
returned. He came to me and said: "I just had to come back and tell you that
this morning I was depressed and unhappy. Now, because of your obvious
enthusiasm and excitement about Olympism, I feel very happy and I wanted to
thank you for sharing all of it with me." This made me feel so good, that I had
cheered him up just by telling him the positive messages of Olympism.
During these past days, we have all been empowered by Olympism. I would
like to encourage each of you to take this flame of Olympism, and be bold enough
to spread its messages, and pass the torch to others.
I want to leave you with these thoughts which are my fundamental principals.
"Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do, I learned
in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the school mountain, but the in the
sandbox at school.
"These are the things I learned. Share everything. Play fair. Don't hit people.
Put things back where you found them. Clean up your own mess. Don't
take things that aren't yours. Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody. Wash
your hands before you eat. Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. Live
a balanced life. Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and
dance and play and work every day some. Take a nap every afternoon. When you
go out into the world, watch for traffic and hold hands and stick together. Be
aware of the wonder of life."
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Ms Gina GOGEAN (ROM)

My name is Gina Gogean and I am from Romania. The beginning of my career
dates back to when I was only six years old when I was lucky enough to meet
Nadia Comaneci and her brilliant successes in her life proved to serve as a model
to me. I think every athlete has many dreams with the greatest one being the
Olympic dream, meaning to participate in the Olympic Games. For me this dream
became a reality.
My first experience was in 1992 in Barcelona when I was still fifteen years old.
It was my first ever-important competition and this was a great opportunity for me
to compete at such a high standard. I managed to win a silver medal in the team
competition. I knew that this result was only a beginning in my career and my
coach told me that if I wanted to do better I had to work very hard and I also had
to improve my exercises.
During the next four years, leading to the next Olympic Games in Atlanta,
I achieved a number of gold medals, silvers and bronze in the World
Championships and the European Championships. In 1996, a month before the
start of the Olympic Games I had to undergo an appendix operation. This was
a great shock because I thought that my Atlanta Olympics were over. I was very
excited as the days that followed passed away very slowly because all the work
I had done in view of my second participation in the Olympic Games seemed up
in the air.
I knew that this was my last chance because since a gymnast's life in short,
going to Sydney was practically impossible. I could not believe that I was very
close to missing out on my participation in Atlanta. However, my parents, doctors,
coaches and supporters encouraged me a lot during this difficult time in my
life, and so I was full of confidence that I will compete. When I arrived in the
United States all the members of the media were asking me whether I was there
as a competitor or as a spectator. My answer was that I am here to represent my
country, help my team and win medals.
In the first competition, the team event, we managed a bronze and this filled
me with a lot of courage that I will do better in the following days. In fact, in the
next competition, the all round individual event, I managed to gain the silver
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medal and on the last day of the competitions I won another two bronze medals
in the vault and beam events.
Without sounding too proud, I must say that many people were astonished of
how I managed to win four medals. I told them that in life if you have confidence
in yourself, a lot of courage and you have a strong will, you will do it. I think
that I could not have paid back my supporters in a better way. Finally, the
summary of my career achievements reads as follows: 5 Olympic medals, 16 World
Championship medals - 9 of them being gold and 9 European Championships
medals - with 5 of them being gold.
I decided to call it a day in 1998 and since then I have been coaching and
I have also become an international judge and a member of the Romanian
Olympic Committee. Meanwhile, I have also finished my studies at the University
of Sport and in the future I would like to become a University teacher. Finally,
I must say that it has been my pleasure to be here with you all and I must say
that it was a wonderful experience in my lifetime and remember "In life where
there is a will, there is a way!"
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Mr Matthew KWOK (HKG)

It was roughly 19 years ago that my mom decided that I should learn how to
swim. Her reason being that if we ever happened to be around a pool, we would
know how to swim. Then after eight months of bobbing up and down, my mom
met the swimming coach and immediately enrolled my older brother and I on the
swimming team. Little did we know that this decision would affect the rest of our
lives. My first lap across a 25 yard pool took 30 minutes. A far cry from any kind
of record!
So, at the age of 4 and a half, I started competing.... Or at least attempting to.
When the gun went off, I failed to jump in the water. Finally, my coach stepped
up behind me and tapped me into the water. That race was a considerable
improvement, as it only took 4 minutes. If only I could improve that much every
time! At that point, I wasn't all too excited about swimming. I would hide in the
bathrooms; forget to wake up for morning practice; I would even go so far as to
hide in the gutters of the pool; definitely not the model athlete.
This went on for a few years. The 1984 Olympics came and I was lucky
enough to attend a few water polo games and a swimming event. The Olympics
were still a dream. At the age of 12, fellow schoolmates and friends would
ask me, "Oh you're a swimmer ... are you going to go to the Olympics?" Rather
than actually thinking about the possibilities, I would say, "Naw, maybe my
brother will."
My training became more intense and I began to take swimming a bit more
seriously. I started training with many world-class swimmers, and at the age of 13,
I was definitely the youngest. My road to the games had started. It was then
that I started to realise that I too could become a world-class swimmer.
In 1996, my older brother qualified for and competed at the Olympics in
Atlanta. I went to trials, and failed to qualify by a large margin. Rather than being
discouraged, I decided that I would train even harder than before.
The year after the games in Atlanta, I can remember waking up every morning
at 3.45 to drive 45 minutes to training. Our coach, at the time was very strict.
We were to be stretched and in the water promptly at 4.45. Training would last
until 7.00, whereby we would quickly dress for school, jump in the car, and drive
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to school. School started at 8.00 a.m., which gave us a good 15 minutes to eat
breakfast.
At the end of the school day, after about an hour of studying or eating or just
relaxing, it was back in the car for another 45-minute drive. This time, we were to be
at the pool at 4.00 p.m. for a practice that would last 3 hours. We would usually
arrive home at around 8.30 p.m. in time for dinner a little homework and a light sleep.
After doing that for a year, I switched to a team closer to home. It seemed like
quite a luxury to only have to drive 15 minutes to training.
Finally, last May, after more than 40 million meters and upwards of
45 thousand hours in the pool my Olympic dream became a reality. It was in the
Olympic Pool built decades ago in Rome that I qualified for the Sydney Olympic
Games. In fact, when I touched the wall, I failed to realise I had made the
standard. The days that followed were difficult. I had only qualified in one event
and they questioned whether or not I should go. Many questions were raised,
including the fact that I trained in Hawaii.
After a week and a half of waiting, I got a phone call from my father in Hong
Kong. I can still remember the feeling of excitement I felt after he told me that
I would indeed be competing at the Olympic Games in Sydney.
I arrived in Sydney 4 days before the Games started, after being in Brisbane for
a training camp. I couldn't believe that I was finally there. The atmosphere
couldn't have been better. There I was, among the best athletes in the world.
Unfortunately, I had to make the decision not to participate in the opening
ceremonies, as my race was the next day. Once again, I had to make a sacrifice in
the name of swimming. But, I knew what I was there for, and nothing would take
priority over it, even the monumental event of the Opening Ceremonies.
The night before my race was a long one. My brother, who was my roommate,
had to calm me down quite a bit. The morning finally came, and after a decent
nights rest, I was ready.
One of the most nerve racking parts of the entire swim was the moments
just before. All the swimmers in the event had to go to the ready room where
everybody would wait for their heat. Now imagine that ... being in the room with
world champions, world record holders, Olympic champions, and then there
was me.
My heat was called. So we marched down the tunnel to the pool and out
onto the pool deck. There waited 17,000 spectators and hundreds of cameras
watching the eight people on deck. At that moment, I think my knees began to
shake, and the single thought that ran through my mind was, "Just make it to your
lane without tripping." Luckily, I did.
We have spoken of national pride, and a huge sense of nationalism raced
through my blood as the announcer spoke my name and country.
I ended up fourth in my heat, improving my time by 8 hundredths of a second.
My coaches congratulated me, as well as my brother and family. But somehow,
I was not satisfied. This is what has helped me make the decision to train for Athens.
That day, the first day of swimming competition, 4 world records were broken.
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Really, my trip to the Olympics was a humbling experience. To see so many
people swim so fast made me decide that I had quite a bit of work to be done.
The third day after my swim, I was back in the pool, training. This summer, I am
taking a 3-month break, as I haven't had longer than a solid 3 weeks off in more
than 10 years. I have often thought to myself, "Why am I still swimming?" I guess
that there is no real answer for my question other than for love of the sport.
Being here at the academy has reinforced my decision to train for the next
Olympics. I have been and continued to be inspired by the talks and speeches
given here. In November, my three-year journey to the Olympics will begin again.
And I hope to return to Athens and possibly see you all there. Thank you.
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OLYMPIC HISTORY IN MEXICAN TELEVISION
A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

By Mrs Veronica GUTIERREZ LOZOYA (MEX)

Three months before the Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia, TELEVISA, the
biggest broadcasting company in Mexico, take the decision to aired little historical
reports about the Olympic Movement, centring his content not in sports heroes
like Jesse Owens or Nadia Comaneci, but in the triumphs of Mexican sportsmen
like Felipe Munoz, Olympic champion in swimming during the Games of 68, or
general Humberto Mariles, double gold medallist in show jumping during the
Games of London in 1948.
When we began to plan the scripts of these small reports, we realised how very
few sources had about our own heroes. This situation made us become aware
from the necessity to generate information and to form archives on the Mexican
men and women and their victories in the great celebration of the human, the
Olympic Games.
In order to fill the lack of information, we resorted with the tools that oral
history gives us. We contacted old Mexicans Olympians, we visited new papers
archives, and we spoke with old sports journalists....
We have personal interviews with many of them, generally in the home or
office of the personage, and we obtain a wonderful amount of data not only about
Mexican Olympians, but also from stars like Jesse Owens.
A member of the Mexican delegation of 1936, tell us about Jesse Owens
loneliness in Berlin, his problems with the USA officials for the colour of his
skin, and also, some of their colleagues did not speak to him due to the natural
rivalries between athletes of high performance.
A day, Owens arrive at the small house where the Mexican equestrian
team have their office and accommodations, all were playing guitar and
singing Mexican folksongs. Jesse fell very well, and from that moment he was an
assiduous visitor of the Mexican delegation house.
The night previous to his fourth gold medal, Owens singing songs like "Cielito
Lindo" with our polo players (bronze medallist also in 1936 Games).
When the Olympic Games in Sydney ended, TELEVISA was transmitted in
national television, by the channel 2, number one in audience in Mexico:
25 reports, two minutes of duration each one, with our competitors spoken on
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their experiences in the greater celebration of the world, and its relation with other
great stars like Owens, Mark Spitz or Nadia Comaneci.
To know those who make Olympic history in my country, have been one of
the great satisfactions in career as a historian.
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SYDNEY TOECH FLAME RELAY 2000

By Mr Cario FARRUGIA (MLT) and Ms Silvia DALOTTO (ARG)

Our Olympic Experience is different from the others that you have heard.
It was the best sporting moment of my sporting career and at the same time
every different from all the rest. Many people associate the Olympic Torch with
many different memories. Each one of us remembers the Olympic Torch in a
different way. Many remember the lighting of the Olympic Torch during the
Sydney 2000 Games by Cathy Freeman. However for me, it means a whole
different thing. Those of you that have carried the torch before know what
the feeling is like. It all started by receiving an email message saying that
the IOAPA was invited to go to the Torch Relay. The time to decide was very
short and the time to make the preparations was even shorter. But, this was a
wonderful unique opportunity not to be missed. The invitation was in my hands
and the opportunity was there to be taken. The ticket reservation was made and
the long journey to Greece started. Once in Athens, the IOAPA group met and
organised the departure for the day after. In Olympia, it was a beautiful Greek
springtime day and it was easy to feel that it was a very special moment for the
Greek people and for all the Family of the Olympic Movement.
The walk to the Ancient Stadium, along with the thousands of people under
the scorching sun was hot but filled with anticipation. We never imagined that so
many people would be there. The opening ceremony was all that we had seen
before on TV. We were happy to be part of all this. When the first runner appeared
in his uniform and the torch, I understood that this was not a dream. After the
ceremony, I returned to this wonderful place, the International Olympic Academy
that many of us consider as our second home. The Academy is a very special place
and combined to those historical moments was simply fantastic.
The trip to Tripolis was long. But the time was used to plan and organise
how we would take the pictures of everybody and how to distribute the uniforms
and the torched. Finally, we made it to Tripolis and I was amazed at what I found
at this small town. Hours before the flame arrived in Tripolis, people of all ages
taken to the streets and the main square was waiting and celebrating the arrival
of the flame. It was great and exceptional. The flame finally arrived and I was
watching the big celebrations going on and at that moment I understood what was
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going to happen the day after, when my turn to carry the Olympic Torch would
arrive. Fireworks and happiness everywhere ... and we were part of it.
I will remember the day of the 11th May forever. Once in the bus, I got the
uniform and the torch. The feeling of touching the torch is something that cannot
be explained with words. Everything was perfectly organised to enable each of us
to take the pictures and the video. The bus left us only one by one on the route
and I still remember how nervous and anxious I was, there in the middle of a
Greek route, very far away from home, carrying not just a torch, but also a dream
that would become true.
The Sydney 2000 Torch Flame Relay moved from one runner to the other.
I was waiting for my turn and the cars on the road were telling me how far from
me the flame was. I saw the runner coming nearer and nearer. My turn was next.
I received the flame and started my run in the middle of the road. I heard from the
car "quickly please" ... of course!... I was so slow because I wanted to feel the
every single second of those moments and enjoy it. In only 500 metres my life
crossed my mind. My family, my coach, my friends, my sport career, the training
sessions, my first session at the Academy, my first time at the IOA, the people of
the IOA and IOAPA. It was simply great, fantastic and unforgettable. It was the
best award I could have ever received for being so many years in sport.
The next runner was there waiting for me!... I passed the flame and kept
running for some more time, as I wanted to prolong that moment a bit more, even
if I was not carrying the torch anymore. Every one of the runners showed by their
expression that they were living a great moment, a very particular moment of their
life. I imagine that they made their own balance in that 500 metres and we all felt
Olympians under the Greek sun of the springtime. Euphoria was the feeling on the
bus ... everybody talking about how great the feeling was. We stopped in a very
small town to have an ice cream and the people were every excited to see us with
the uniforms and the torch. I can simply say we were so happy for the wonderful
experience.
We went back home and a few months later I saw the opening ceremony on
TV. I was waiting for the moment in which the flame would come into the
stadium. I was alone and I was excited and full of emotion during that time. I was
part of it. I helped the flame to reach Sydney; I carried that same torch that was on
the stadium, and again, those moments in Greece came back to my mind and my
heart. Because, I will never forget the experience and I will never forget the ones
who shared the moment with me and I will never forget those who helped me
make this dream come true.
We want to thank all those people that made this dream become a reality and
especially the IOA and the IOAPA and the Torch Organising Committee here in
Greece.
We thank you and wish a big good luck to Athens 2004.
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MY OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE

By Mr Basanta KHANAL (NEP)
Office Secretary, NOC of Nepal

The greatest Sporting Event of the world "The Olympic Games" is one of the
most exciting sporting fares of the world. As a Sports lover I wait for months and
months to see the global level of competition with sense of a strong enthusiasm.
I sometimes go crazy when I think of the great moments of that Olympic Arena:
athletes from all over the World, representing 199 nations, nearly 3 dozen
various sports and their events and their officials, technical delegates and the
media personnel from all over the world trying to capture the most memorable
sight of their favourite athletes. A stadium with nearly a hundred thousand
spectators coming alive from the glorious opening ceremony of the Games.
The concentration of the whole world will be there with its own sentiments. When
the final day of the Games comes, I think it may not be a surprise if I say that
I have fulfilled my Olympic Experience by watching every possible event of the
Games on Television. Although, I have been working for our Nepal Olympic
Committee for four years, I have not received this great opportunity to attend
any Olympic Games. But, I feel that I don't have to be disappointed as the Global
Television Media became so active that I can see every game I want with every
detail. The Television Media has made our world a small global village. I think a
person attending the Olympic Games may not have the opportunity to view as
closely as he/she would also have to be busy with its assigned duties. I started
watching Olympic Games seriously since the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games and
then the Sydney Olympic Games 2000.
I used to be inquisitive even before joining the NOC/Nepal. I used to wonder
how people organised such great Games with so many sports, athletes, jampacked stadiums and the Media covering every detail of the Games through the
electronic and printed media. How do they operate the Games so smoothly with
all the events taking place as per schedule on time without any major
incidents? Though, I have noticed some of the stampedes and tragedies killing
countless unaware spectators, I have noticed that such unpleasant incidents have
not happened at any Olympic Games, except from Munich Games of 1972, where
Israel athletes became victims of terrorism. When I joined the Olympic Committee,
I began to slowly understand the working of the Global family of sports: how it is
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categorised all the way from the International Olympic Committee as the Head
Quarter, Continental Bodies, Regional Bodies, NOCs of every nation co-ordinating
to participate in the Games with improvised technical formalities of the Games.
When the Olympic Games take place, I feel that it gives every individual
a feeling that he/she could join together as a family. Through Television and
printed Media, I get excited by seeing all the athletes living together in an Olympic
Village, dining and moving around together. I think the evolution of the Olympic
Movement, the ancient, the very beginning of the Games in Olympia all the way
from 1300 BC had inspired Baron Pierre de Coubertin to initiate the Modern
Olympic Games, which we were witnessing today. So, I think we should learn to
respect the impressive moments of the past and learn a lot at present to do things
better in the future.
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MORAL AND ETHICAL ASPECTS OF THE CONTEMPORARY
OLYMPIC MOVEMENT ANTI-DOPING CODE

By Mr Tatchat ASATURYAN (ARM)
Erevan State Institute of Physical Education

The history of Olympism has two different parts: the first is that of the Hellenic
Olympic Games; and the second that of the contemporary Games. The latter
began at the end of the 19th century. Frenchman Pierre de Coubertin called upon
the athletes from all around the world to come together to restore the Olympic
Games of Antiquity. He was the founder of the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) and revived the Olympic Games in Athens in 1896.
When carrying out historical-scientific research on the history and origins of
the contemporary Olympic Movement, its link with the ideals of the Olympism of
Antiquity has been emphasised. The outer aspect of the contemporary Olympic
Games and their ideal inherited from Antiquity sometimes hide quite a major
inner difference. Scholars study the sacred aspects of the Games of Antiquity and
the most important ones are, of course, the Olympic Games. Scholars see the
Olympic Games as a mythological celebration which took place in the presence
of heroes and Gods in a prehistoric era. The prestige and influence of the Olympic
Games attracted the entire Greek world to Olympia. Their fame went as far as
India. It was even thought that Gods attended the Games. For that reason,
sacrifices were made and the Games were devoted to the Gods. The winner of an
event at the Games was seen not only as an athlete, but also as a person chosen
by the Gods. It was therefore not an ordinary person who triumphed in a race,
boxing or in other competitions, it was a creature of human excellence. The
victory of someone at the Olympic Games, according to the Hellenes, was proof
that that person had been protected by the Gods and could achieve a level of
happiness which was impossible for a human being.
In the literature on the history of the Games there are descriptions of the
great honour bestowed on the winners: a statue erected; solemn processions
organised in their honour; and their towns awarding them a monetary allowance
for life.
From all that, it can be said that, in Ancient history, there has been no other
celebration or tradition as fine or as important as the Olympic Games. Just like
looking in a mirror, one can see the social rules and the tradition of education,
mental development and the improvement of the body. It can be said that in
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Ancient times, sports rivalry was honest and that athletes did not use dubious
methods, such as special medicines, in order to achieve a better result.
We also know that during the Roman period of Caesar, during the gladiator
games for example, different methods were used to improve the result. Athletes
were given herbs or animal organs, from a lion for example. These methods had
a ritual and psychological influence.
With the development of science, pharmacology and pharmacopeia, chemical
medicines were prepared. This was the time when there were changes in the
honest competitions of the contemporary Olympic Movement.
There have already been many cases in which athletes have had their results
cancelled. New medicines are constantly created which requires constant and
special control by the IOC Medical Commission.
In 1960, the IOC drew attention to the fact that some amphetamine sulphates
were being used in certain sports disciplines. In 1961, the IOC created its Medical
Commission. Then, in 1967, the IOC discussed the problems linked to doping
tests and means of testing for the 1968 Games in Mexico. In 1981, during the
11th Olympic Congress, the principles of testing and the fight against doping were
studied again. Rules were established to avoid doping, testing laboratories were
set up and the list of prohibited substances (which is always changing) was drawn
up. Tests are carried out not only during the competitions but also during the
training periods. The largest problem is that the medical compounds of these
prohibited substances can be found in many medicines which are used to treat
illnesses or sports injuries. It is necessary to study the direct and indirect effects of
these medicines.
More recently, different International Federations have set up their own
medical commissions, such as the IAAF, FINA, the ITU, FISA and the IWF, which
are particularly active. Most of their activities are centred upon the fight against
doping, but there are also some activities to train doctors.
Since 1964, the World Health Organisation has recommended no longer using
the words doping mania and addiction. It recommends replacing them with the
term "dependency", which refers to a state resulting from taking, periodically
or continually, a given drug. The old term dependency carries the notion of a
psychological but not a physical need; the product is sought for the good feeling
and satisfaction it brings but, in the case of a sudden halt, there is no suffering
from withdrawal symptoms, a weaning pathology which causes the drug-user to
find the drug at any price and in any circumstances. In general, there is no trend
of indefinitely increasing the doses either. In short, the noxious feeling mostly
concerns the individual rather than his/her group.
This can be compared to an addiction which causes both physical and
moral strains: in the case of opiates, when the drug is not taken for a period of
more than a few hours, withdrawal symptoms appear (these are of differing
degrees depending on the drug).
Describing and classing drugs comes down to listing a large number of products which affect the nervous system and are capable of causing lasting physical
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changes. Many of these substances are real pschotropic substances which
have changed the mental development of certain athletes. Others, on the contrary,
are poisons with no use which, if taken, would be biologically and psychologically
absurd. The drug classification by J. Delay and P. Deniker, which covers
medicines, was adapted by Boudreau (from Quebec).
One of the prohibited substances is testosterone for example. This is a
hormone produced in the male body. It is used therapeutically in certain cases.
However, it also has a negative effect because it violates protein exchanges and
causes muscle atrophy. Therefore, by increasing the capacity of an organism for a
short period, these medicines are even more harmful. Moreover, continually using
these medicines can have a negative effect on the body's sexual ability and lead to
men becoming impotent. The most important products to know about are opiates,
hemp and its derivatives, amphetamines and solvents.
In 1994, at the Centennial Olympic Congress held in Paris, it was restated that
the contemporary Olympic Games are the greatest sports event today and that
they are a unique occasion to establish relations between people from different
nations. They are the world's sports celebration, and moral considerations,
humour, acerbic criticisms and grandiose exploits must be avoided. The Olympic
values are always relevant: seeking excellence, striving to do better, respect for
others, harmony between body and mind and the principles of fair play and
solidarity. A balanced Olympic programme must be established to ensure the
development of the Olympic Movement. To protect the Olympic principles, the
judging of competitions must also be improved and there must be a constant
battle against dirty methods in sport, and, in particular, against prohibited
medicines which violate the fundamental principles of the Olympic Games. The
media must also be more informed about the Olympic principles.
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE FIRST CYCLE
OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Question 1: What are the fundamental principles of the Olympic
Movement?

The Olympic Movement is a pedagogical movement, which aims to educate
through sport. It was conceived by Baron Pierre de Coubertin in the late
19th Century as the humanistic ideal for the forthcoming 20th Century. While
all groups agreed that Olympism is a philosophy of life that aims to balance
body, will and mind, it was also agreed that Olympism is interpreted differently
by each individual. Hence, the concept of Olympism should be broadly defined.
If we are too concise in our definition of its principles, then they may not be
acceptable or adaptable to the cultural, social, or religious parameters of each
country.
The fundamental principles are the vision, structure and origins on which the
Modern Olympic Movement is based. Values such as the pursuit of excellence,
friendship, tolerance, unity, peace, universality, mutual respect, fair play, and
solidarity, are reflected in these fundamental principles.
While the Games are limited to the world's best athletes - merely the tip of the
iceberg, the Olympic Movement is for everyone. The practice of sport is a human
right that helps with the development of men and women regardless of their age,
culture, religion, etc.
The principles must:
• Focus on Fair Play.
• Create better relationships through an international understanding using
sport and cultural exchange.
• Combine body and mind with culture, art, and music.
• Bring the world together for the goodwill of youth and the athletes countries should work together using Olympians to promote peace.
• Strive for universality, providing the possibility of participation according
to the needs of all athletes/participants (there are too many disparities
between countries participating in the Olympic Games — resources,
geography, etc. - to state that the current Olympic Movement is universal
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e.g. the geography of certain countries does not allow for participation
in winter sports).
• Promote physical education and holistic development.
• Focus on participation being more important than winning.
• Build Olympic education programs from early ages to adopt the Ideals.
• Resist political interference.
The fundamental principles of the Olympic Movement are indeed sound and
applicable to today's society, but with the increased popularity of the Games as
well as the increased financial reward received by athletes for winning medals, the
Olympic Ideals have been compromised.
The groups feel that to achieve the goal of Olympism in the daily lives of the
world community, the IOC must cooperate with the NOCs, ifs and governmental
leaders throughout the world. The IOC should also make a concerted effort to
educate and promote the ideals of Olympism to everyone including the world's
top athletes who represent the notion of what Olympians should become.
The spirit of Olympism can begin to make a greater impact through the
exchange of ideas within the Olympic village. To achieve this goal however all
athletes must participate, including athletes that have a higher profile throughout
the world.
Finally, Olympism can help solve social problems such as inequalities, racism,
and discrimination.

Question 2: How did the Olympic Truce work in ancient times?
The Olympic Games and the "Ekecheiria" Truce were established because
of a suggestion made by Delphi's Oracle, and Olympia became a sacred
sanctuary of peace and friendship. So as not to offend the Gods, all war, legal
disputes and executions during the time around the Ancient Olympic Games,
were suspended.
Heralds traveled freely from Elis throughout all the Greek city-states
announcing the truce and the dates for the Games. This ensured a period of peace
before, during and after the Games. This period of peace allowed the athletes,
spectators, judges and all others to travel safely to and from Olympia. The athletes
had to be in Olympia at least one month before the Games.
Participation was eventually extended to neighboring countries and citizenship
was given to some athletes for the period of the Games so as to promote a process
of international unity and peace. This tradition continued over a thousand
years.
In essence, for the period of Olympic Truce, sport replaced war. Some believe
that instead of using force to gain power in society, competing at the Olympic
Games gave the similar feeling of acceptance. It is a romantic idea, not always
realistic in ancient or modern times.
An Olympic Truce in modern times has the potential to open a window
of opportunity for peace, provided it is recognized and respected by the
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international community. It is important to note that the truce was not peace
itself, but a very important step towards the realization of peace between different
regions.
It is evident through the work of the IOC how important Olympism can be
to the peace process e.g. the symbolic joining of North and South Korea at the
Opening Ceremony in Sydney.
One group felt that in order to further the ideals of the Olympic Truce, the
IOC should reach out to its most influential resource, the athletes. The spirit of
the Olympic Truce should live in the hearts and minds of all the world's athletic
ambassadors living in the Olympic Village. It is there that the message of the
Olympic Truce shows the world its power.
Question 3: The ancient Olympic Games were first related to
Panhellenic and later to world unity and peace. Discuss how these goals
can be achieved today.

The groups put forward several recommendations for achieving world unity
and peace:
• Enforce the Olympic Truce.
• Politics should be kept away from sport.
• The IOC should formulate on international agreement to allow each
country to compete at the Olympic Games.
• Children should be educated on the ideals of Olympism.
• Mass media coverage of the Olympic Games should be increased in order
to spread the idea of Olympism.
• All countries should be encouraged countries to stage the Olympic
Games.
• The IOC should encourage participation of more countries by providing
financial assistance.
• Technology can be used as a universal language.
• Governments, schools, NOCs, federations, and clubs should promote
athletes as role models.
• Athletes should receive financial support at the end of their careers.
• Promotion of fair play, Olympism, democracy, freedom of association
and gender equality.
• Athletes should be educated on all aspects of Olympism; not only on
how to win medals.
• Activities that will encourage integration of people and cultures should
be held during and after the games.
• Athletes should parade under the Olympic flag instead of their national
flags.
• Professors should be trained to teach programs in Olympic Education.
• Olympic champions should promote sport to the youth of the world.
• The IOC should collaborate with other NOCs.
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Question 4: How could you encourage more spectators to attend the
Athens Paralympic Games?
The group's recommendations focused on promotional activities, educational
programs, and the timing of the Paralympic Games.
There was a consensus among groups that the Paralympic Games need
to be promoted more aggressively. Promotional activities could include the
presence of recent Olympic winners and other celebrities in the Paralympic
Games, the bundling of Olympic and Paralympic tickets, the distribution of
free tickets to young children, and the organisation of cultural events which could
attract more spectators. Furthermore, the media need to allocate more time to
the Paralympics both before and during the Games, and TOP sponsors should
fund additional advertising of the various sports events and documentaries
on Paralympic athletes. The message of the media should be that disabled athletes
are heroes.
All groups agreed that educating the public about disabled people in general,
as well as the Paralympic Games in particular, is critical. Recommendations
included special programs designed for children, workshops at the IOA, and
TV programs. It was also recommended that the discussion of Paralympic ideals
be included in the Olympic Education program.
The timing of the Paralympic Games was also debated. Some groups
believe that the Paralympic and Olympic Games should take place concurrently,
others proposed that they be held before the Olympics, while others agreed
with the current timing. Another group suggested that the two Opening
ceremonies be combined. One group also recommended that the events, rules,
and regulations of the Paralympics should be very similar to those of the
Olympics, and that the number of classifications be reduced in order to decrease
confusion.
Finally, disabled athletes need to increase their representation in the IOC and
their NOCs.

Question 5: Juan Antonio Samaranch declared at the Closing Ceremony
in Sydney: "I am proud and happy to proclaim that you have presented to
the world the best Olympic Games ever." Were they? How do you evaluate
the success of the Games?
To evaluate the success of any Olympic Games objectively is very difficult,
since their circumstances are unique. Each Games can only truly be assessed
within its own specific historical and cultural location. The decision as to whether
a Games is the best ever should not be left of one person or a single group.
There are numerous criteria to evaluate the success of a Games.
From a general point of view, this includes the extent to which the Olympic
principles were implemented (e.g. universality, solidarity, fair play, general
atmosphere, cultural programmes), the attendance at the Games, the overall focus
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of the Games and the logistical and technical aspects (e.g. athletic performance,
venues, transportation, quality of ceremonies) and the financial outcome for the
host city and the Olympic Movement.
Both the positive and negative aspects of the Games should be equally
evaluated immediately and also years after the Games.
The success of the Games can be judged by various viewpoints, including
but not limited to: athletes, volunteers, media, organising committee, spectators,
and IOC, making the judgement subjective, and even more when people's
attitudes can be swayed away from key issues by the media presentation, which
has the ability to make a good Games look bad and vice versa.
Overall, it was felt that the Sydney Games were one of the best in history,
because they were outstanding in the following areas: universality, technology,
competition, media coverage, finance, and accommodation. However, there were
also some aspects in which Sydney did not surpass previous Games, for example,
ticket sales were lower than previous Games.
Finally, it was felt that the Games should be focused on the athletes, but they
cannot survive without commercialism, spectators and volunteers.

Question 6: A criticism of Sydney was that the ceremonies (opening and
closing) were a waste of money, brains and time. Do you agree? Discuss the
value of the ceremonial aspects of the Games, particularly the opening and
closing ceremonies.
The Opening and Closing Ceremonies are an integral part and an essential
component of the entire Olympic experience at every Olympic Games.
They combine the aesthetics and culture of the host nation with the top
athletes of the world, in a moment that sport and culture are blended
together.
In Sydney, the focus was placed on the Australian culture and their need to
heal some of their country's past deeds, versus the need to focus on the world's
call for Olympism. But only some people felt that too much money and resources
were invested in these ceremonies.
Most groups felt that the Opening and Closing Ceremonies are a forum
which can reinforce positive national pride for the participating and host nations.
They also attract the interest from those not necessarily interested in sport.
In addition, some felt that they are of great importance to the participants.
However, it should be remembered that bigger isn't always better, therefore,
smaller stadiums may help the intimacy of the ceremonies. The Closing Ceremony
draws a suitable summary of the Games and tribute can be paid to the athletes'
efforts.
Some countries in the past have used the Opening and Closing Ceremonies
as a mean to propagate their nationalism of further their own political intentions
e.g. during the 1936 Games in Germany.
The following were suggestions for the improvement of the ceremonies.
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Content
• It is imperative that the IOC establishes its vision of what the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies should be to ensure that the IOC meets its aim to
increase awareness and understanding of Olympism. Therefore, the IOC
should closely scrutinize the plans of the Organizing Committee to ensure
that this aim is attained. However, the culture of the host nations should
also have a significant role within the ceremonies.
• Host countries should not attempt to "out-do" previous Olympic
ceremonies.
• The ceremonies can be used to promote a moral message and the Olympic
ideal i.e. Athens 2004 and the work done toward achieving an Olympic
truce; a good example of this was illustrated at the 1992 Games of
Barcelona. These ceremonies focused on the spirit of Olympism, and yet
the world also got a sense for the enriched Spanish culture.
Time
• There was a complete consensus that the timetable for ceremonies should
take into consideration the athletes' schedules e.g. have the day after the
Opening Ceremony off so all athletes can attend.
Money
• Cultural expressions might be simplified so that the overall budget is
reduced. The funds saved could then be reinvested in other aspects such
as: Olympic education or sports facilities. On the other hand, some felt that
if the money had been allocated for the ceremonies, then that is what it
should be used for, on the condition that it is not depriving other aspects
of the Games from receiving proper funding.
Question 7: Discuss the significance of the gesture by the Olympic
Gold Medallist Cathy Freeman who ran a celebratory lap clutching the
Australian and the Aboriginal flag.

There are several ways to look at the motive of Cathy Freeman. Some
perceived her gesture as a personal celebration while others saw it as a political
statement using the Olympics' media coverage to 3.5 billion spectators as a way
to gain awareness of the aboriginal issue. She took advantage of the opportunity
to remind the world of their existence and drew attention to the minorities
who suffer the most. Some felt that she wanted to show the whole world
(and especially her own country) how proud she is of being both an Australian
and an aboriginal athlete, giving an example of solidarity since the aboriginal
culture has been discriminated against for so long in Australia. Thus, projecting
a symbol of racial harmony and an honourable symbolic gesture of reconciliation
in Australia, that appeared to be popular with both the Olympic Organising
Committee and the Australian public.
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In the past, certain countries and the IOC have brought politics to
the Olympic Games but it is believed that this action should be minimized.
S o me a d v o c a t e d t h a t t h e I O C s h o u l d h a v e t a k e n mo r e d i r e c t a c t i o n
in the matter, while others felt it should have remained solely as an
issue for the host country. It was felt that such political actions or
statements could threaten the ideals of the Olympic Movement in the years
ahead.
Some felt that the gesture was generally acceptable and positive being
in line with the Olympic values of unity and friendship. However, it was equally
felt that the occasion was not necessarily the right one. Parallels were drawn
between the similar incident of John Carlos & Tommy Smith display of Black
Power in 1968 at the Mexico City Games but differed in the manner it was dealt
with by the NOC.

Question 8: Do you think nationalism in the Olympic Games is "over
the top and not at all appropriate" given the rhetoric of de Coubertin and
the Olympic Movement ("the important thing is not the winning but the
taking part...").
It is important to remember that the philosophy of de Coubertin is coherent
with his time. Some felt that nowadays this thinking is unrealistic - a utopia,
however, it must be interpreted for our times. The media, economic and
governmental pressures placed on the athletes, encourages them to win at all
costs.
It was felt by some that nationalism is a positive, motivating force
for competing athletes and countries. Winning at the Olympic Games improves
the image and self-esteem of nations. This is especially important for small
and developing countries. This fact is not always acknowledged by the media,
who primarily focus on the successes of famous athletes from developed
countries. Nationalism in the Olympic Games is promoted through the
Opening and Closing Ceremonies and the use of national anthems at medal
ceremonies, etc.
Other groups felt that internationalism should be placed ahead of nationalism.
Nationalism undermines Coubertin' s philosophy that placed more emphasis
on participation instead of winning. The IOC, NOCs and the media contribute
to the creation of an atmosphere that rewards only victory and ignores a
fundamental principle of Olympism, universality. Such attitudes should be
condemned.
All groups expressed concerns regarding some extreme expressions
of nationalism in the Olympic Games. It was agreed that the ideals of winning
and participating can coexist. Furthermore, an individual's national pride
should not discourage respect for other cultures or opinions. Olympism can
and must promote solidarity and understanding among all nations in the
world.
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Question 9: Did the Sydney Olympic Games restore people's faith in the
whole Olympic Movement?
Overall, it was felt that the Sydney Olympic Games were able to restore
people's faith in the Olympic Movement. Positive aspects of the Sydney Games:
• In technical and organizational terms the Games were considered highly
successful.
• South and North Korea paraded under the same flag.
• Cathy Freeman's performance contributed to the unity of the Australian
peoples.
• The corrupt officials were expelled prior to the Olympic Games.
• Progress was well publicized.
• Organizers and participants were able to create a positive atmosphere.
• Local athletes performed very well.
• There were no boycotts, terrorist actions, or political interference.
• Media coverage increased.
• Women's participation was very high.
• There were opportunities even for the poor countries to send their team
if they have met the participation standards set by the Olympic Solidarity.
• Most of the people around the world had the chance of watching the
Games' highlights.
• The Games seemed to unite the world. For example, spectators cheered
athletes irrespective of their country of origin.
• The punishment of certain athletes who tested positive for doping, even
though they had not intended to cheat (e.g. Raducan), restored people's
faith in "drug free sports".
Negative aspects of the Sydney Games:
• Some athletes exhibited a "win at all cost" attitude.
• There were several instances of doping.
• With the exception of the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, TV viewers
from many countries were not able to watch the Games live, due to the
time difference.
• Sydney has "raised the bar" so high that some African countries will
never be able to host.
• There was excessive involvement of the media.
• Negative television coverage can adversely affect both the athletes
and the public.

Question 10: Can you define which were the most important sources of
revenue for the Sydney Olympic Games?
The most important direct sources of revenue for the Sydney Olympics have
been:
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•

Television Rights AU$ 1,039 Billion (budget: AU$ 976 Million)
Sponsorship AU$ 770 Million (budget: AU$ 594 Million, $ 50 Million gain
through exchange rate)
• Ticketing AU$ 566 Million (budget: AU$ 278 Million)
• Merchandising and Marketing AU$ 70 Million (budget: AU$ 66 Million)
• Government and local authorities AU$ 140 Million
• Coins, commemorative medals and stamps
Indirect financial benefits for the host city/region include:
• Increased tourism
• Economic growth in the service sector
• Job creation
• Higher tax income

Question 11: Can you explain what TOP (The Olympic Program) is and
what role does it play in the Modern Olympic Games?
TOP is a world wide corporate sponsorship programme that provides
participating companies with world wide exposure, marketing rights and product
exclusivity in exchange for financial and other support of the Olympic Movement.
The programme was first introduced in 1985 in order:
• To lessen the reliance of the IOC and the Host City on money from
TV rights.
• To combat the growing problem of "uncontrolled commercialism" that
was coming to be associated with the Games and the use of the Olympic
Rings.
TOP has since played a major role in diversifying the revenue base of the
Olympic Games and in enabling sports organisations to retain their independence
by harnessing the power of controlled sponsorship. Originally, TOP stood for "The
Olympic Programme", but now stands for "The Olympic Partnership" in order to
better reflect the co-operation between the IOC and its partner companies.
The overall aim of TOP is to ensure the financial future of the Olympic
Games and the Olympic Movement whilst also using sponsors products to
increase visibility of the Olympic Brand. There are 11 Olympic sponsors that have
to donate a minimum of US$ 40 million to the IOC. In return for this, the
TOP sponsors have the right to use the five rings and the sentence
"Official Olympic Sponsor" on their products. In addition to the cash, VIK
(value in kind) endorsements are also received. Of the total sponsorship value
of all 11 companies, 10% goes to the IOC and the remaining 90% go to the NOCs,
IFs, Olympic Solidarity, and the Organising Committees.
It was agreed that global sponsorship is necessary as it provides funds for the
continuation of the Games. However, several concerns were raised in regard to
the association of Olympic symbols and logos to specific companies. It was also
agreed that it is important to keep sponsors advertisements out of the competition
area.
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Question 12: Does improved technology ensure that every Games is
better than the last/earlier Games?
Overall, it was felt that improved technology ensures that every Games is
better than the previous. With proper and structured implementation, technology
will increase awareness of the Games and increase the speed of information
processing and transmission to various organisations, participants, and the public.
Benefits of improved technology in various areas include:
• Standardisation of equipment and measurements
• Globalisation and universality through TV and media
• Improved security: X-ray machines/cameras
• Improved analysis of performance
• Improved testing of substance abuse
• More spectacular ceremonies
• More efficient transportation logistics
• Higher standard of facilities
Concerns of improved technologies are:
• Decreasing the human aspect of performance
• Expanding the gap between developed and developing countries, as well
as, the gap between privileged and underprivileged groups.

Question 13: Discuss the future role of technologies (e.g. the Internet)
in the Olympic Movement.
The role of new technologies within the Olympic Movement affects the
following areas:
• Doping — New technology in the area of medicine will ensure that the
Olympic Games have better control of those that choose to cheat.
Improved testing procedures will help keep sport clean.
• Biomechanics — The growth in this area will go to further facilitate the
increase of athletic performance both in the Olympic Games and
Paralympic Games. Although there is the danger of genetic restructuring:
sport and the Olympic Games will be greatly effected if genetic
engineering is not monitored and controlled very carefully, because those
who are not genetically altered will not stand a chance in competing
against an athlete who has been enhanced.
• Facilities — Technological advancements in this area has made the athletes
and spectators more comfortable and secure. However, the individual
technological infrastructure of some NOCs should be improved.
• Education — By developing an interactive program in which people
from all countries can participate will educate the world on the values
of Olympism (e.g. a virtual Games program). The Olympic Movement
is about education, so through e.g. the Internet, people from around
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the world are encouraged and able to educate themselves about
the ideas brought forth by the Olympic Movement. By using
technology and with the IOC' s consultation, NOCs and governments
should create educational programs for schools and the public and
push for Olympic studies to become a mandatory part of the curriculum
in all countries.
• Internet - Its greatest advantage is being able to access information
quickly, efficiently and accurately throughout the world. So, placing all
publications and pertinent materials about the Movement in one location
for easy access by everyone (e.g. athletes, administrators, coaches, the
IOC, NOCs, scholars, teachers and the public) will allow the IOC to
advance its cause. Also ideas can be spread and discussion can be held
throughout a vast area.
Some believe that new technology should not be the first priority for the allocation
of Olympic funds but that Olympic Solidarity should assist less developed countries
by providing equipment and training on technology. All NOCs must ensure that they
work with other organisations involved with the new technologies, e.g. to ensure that
the correct message is transmitted.

Question 14: Are you aware of the technological resources needed to
hold the Games? Does this influence the ability of developing countries
to host the Games?
The answer to the first part of the question is yes.
Views were divided concerning the second part of the question.
Yes, because:
• Inability of developing countries to provide even the basic minimum in
terms of modern comfort (water, telephone, plumbing, public health, etc.).
The technological equipment for the Games is therefore of secondary
importance.
• Developing countries have more important priorities such as education
or social assistance.
• The quality of the Games depends on the quality of the technological
equipment.
No, because:
• Technology is not the main criterion in the awarding of the Games.
Social and economic elements, for example, should also be taken into
consideration.
• Budget expenditure should be on what is useful, not luxurious.
• The IOC can provide 90% of the know-how in terms of technological
equipment.
Proposals:
• Create an assistance fund for the Olympic host city to enable developing
countries to compensate for their backwardness.
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Question 15: Is disabled sport elite?
The words "disabled", "elite" and "sport" are all socially constructed concepts
or labels and their meaning can be interpreted differently by different people
depending upon their historical and cultural background.
Due to the social construction of the term "elite" a major problem
facing athletes with a disability is the quantitative nature of performance
measurement prevalent in today's society, which means that an athlete
with a disability may perform with a great deal of excellence in physiological
terms, perhaps even surpassing the performances of their able-bodied peers.
However, their performance may be viewed as less worthy of public
acclamation.
If we were able to revise our conception of "elite sport" to include all
those athletes (able-bodied or disabled) who perform to the maximum of
their physical capabilities, regardless of physical attributes, then perhaps we could
rid ourselves of the term "disabled" and remove the need to pass judgement
or make comparisons on weather these athletes should be considered as elite
athletes.
The majority felt that disabled sport belongs to the world of elite sport
competition, since the results and performances obtained by the Paralympic
athletes are tremendously high compared to those reached by others under
the same conditions. Athletes are required to train many hours just like their
able-bodied counterparts in the Olympic Games. Even when it seems to be more
difficult to win in the Olympic events, it is a fact that the disabled athletes have to
overcome much bigger obstacles than their able-bodied counterparts. In this
sense, the Paralympic Games are a good event to encourage participation and to
show the abilities of disabled athletes.
However, a minority did not feel that disable sport could generally be seen
as elite unless it was discussed in relation to those involved solely within the
disability sport movement. It was not felt that a comparison between able-bodied
elite and disabled body sport was appropriate.
The IPC should work on education at all levels, thus increasing awareness of
disabled sport and its participants, because among other reasons, some countries
do not provide financial support for participation in the Paralympics.

Question 16: Is Paralympic sport for all countries?
Equality of opportunity for humanity reinforces the message that disabled
people have exactly the same right to participate in sport as an able bodied
person. It is agreed that there is the possibility for the Paralympics to have
representatives from all countries. However, financial difficulties appear as
an obstacle for many countries (especially the developing countries), mainly
because the cost of equipment is a large burden. The will and determination
of the athletes is absolutely necessary but so is the equipment.
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Thus consideration should be given to the acquisition of resources such as:
funds, equipment, etc., and steps must be made towards education and awareness
of the Paralympic Games. One of the groups emphasized that the Paralympics and
the Special Olympics could work together to raise funds. However, it was
recognized that a clear distinction between sport for those with physical
disabilities must be made from sport for those with mental disabilities. In addition,
social attitudes towards the disabled must improve.
It was also suggested that the success of the Sydney Paralympics could
be learned from and built upon. Given time the Paralympic Movement will gain
popularity throughout the world.

Question 17: Should talented athletes be allowed to migrate for sporting
purposes from their home nations to another?
The groups were definitely divided on this issue and the debate concentrated
on benefits for the country versus benefits for the athlete. The arguments for and
against migration follow:
Those in favor of migration stated that athletes should be allowed to migrate in
the following cases:
• If sanctions which would prevent them from participating, have been
imposed on their home countries.
• If the athletes' opportunities are restricted in their respective countries.
• If they are being discriminated against in their own countries.
• If migration is allowed for non-athletes.
Others defended the athletes' right to migrate because in more developed
countries:
• Athletes can enhance their performance and increase their chance of
winning.
• Athletes can gain access to the resources, sophisticated equipment,
and infrastructure that they need.
• Athletes can be exposed to higher standards of training and attend
larger competitions.
Furthermore, some mentioned that migration is a personal choice of each
athlete, and that NOCs should ensure the development and welfare of athletes.
Those who believed that athletes should not be allowed to migrate, argued
that:
• The country that has invested in the athletes has the right to benefit
from their talent.
• The country's pride is decreased or threatened.
• The principles of Olympism could be affected.
• Existing athletes who do not have the opportunity to migrate can
become demotivated and pessimistic about their future.
• The culture of each continent can be harmed.
• Stunts the growth of sports in the long run.
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Certain countries' talent will be drained.
Migration of athletes widens the gap between rich and poor countries.
The results achieved are not a true reflection of the success of the
"adopting" country.
Participation should be the theme, not winning.

Question 18: What should the Olympic Movement do in the future with
respect to elite sport?
The IOC should go beyond seeking physical performance from athletes and
economic and political interests in order to teach the values of Olympism.
The IOC's main goal would thus be above all to promote "clean" sport.
It would focus on the fight against doping and the prevention of genetic
manipulation. Any athlete who tests positive should then be banned from
competition for life.
In addition, the Olympic Movement's duty is to promote programmes through
the NOCs to help athletes at the end of their careers. It is not the IOC's job to
finance these, however.
Finally, the IOC should devote more attention to Olympic sports that are
insufficiently covered by the media and insufficiently funded.

231

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE SECOND CYCLE
OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Question 1: Women's participation in the administration of sport
(IOC, NOC, IF, NF). Discuss.
It was generally agreed that, taking into consideration the qualities of
Olympism (i.e. gender equality), women should play a larger role, and in fact are
begininning to do so, in the administrative structures of the Olympic Movement.
In any discussion related to the topic we must be cognisant and respectful of the
fact that religion, cultural practices, and laws in various countries do impact on the
potential opportunities for women to participate in sport, both on the playing field
as well as through coaching, officiating, administration, etc.
As such, it can be argued that in our attempts to advance the involment
of women in sports and administration we should practice what we preach - the
fundamendal principle of mutual understanding contained in the Olympic Chater.
As much as percentages and quotas may provide a solution initially, the
imbalance of men to women in sports administration is a reality. These percentages and quotas are more likely to do an injustice to both women and sport
as they discourage further representation in those countries, which could
achieve a level higher than the imposed quotas. Use of quota systems in sports
asministration/managament courses may work better than as natural progression
will give more female candidates opportunities, thus tending towards equal
representation.
The IOA is a good example of both sides of this argument. There are no
women members of the Ephoria. However there is almost 50% representation of
women at the IOA Session for Young Participants.
It was generally agreed that to be appointed to a position purely on the
premise of being a woman was unacceptable — leading to reverse discrimination.
Problems of discrimination (e.g. cultural and religious differences, salary
discrepancies, maternity leave, etc.) need to be addressed. Women have often
faced a conflict of interest between their careers and their home lives.
Educational campaigns are required to address certain cultural and historical
perceptions of women that actively discourage female participation. In some cases
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women need to be educated, trained and given experience to improve their
talents so that they can take part in administrative jobs.
More female presence in media/advertisments will encourage and highlight
women's participation in sports globally. Female role models can inspire
young girls to participate in the sport movement, both as an athlete and/or
administrator. Men may play an important role in this development, through their
support.
The role of women in society is changing, and social transition is making the
role of women more important.

Question 2: What was the significance of having only women
athletes carrying the flame into the stadium during Sydney's Opening
ceremony?
The ceremonial lighting of the flame by women may have been inspired by the
Ancient Games.
It was a symbolic act and a good opportunity to show through the media that
women are equal participants in the Games and the Olympic Movement.
The ceremony promoted solidarity of the women of Australia celebrated the
power and influence women have around the world, and highlighted aboriginal
and other underprivileged groups (e.g. Cathy Freeman).
However, two of the groups mentioned that as long as differences between
men and women are highlighted, women's participation will be a separate issue,
and there will never be equal opportunities for women. Another group mentioned
that the action was a bit discriminative to men.
In conclusion, the groups felt that the significance of having only
women carrying the torch served not only to celebrate women's participation
in the Olympic Games for the last 100 years but also to motivate more women
to participate in sport and mark a new beginning for their role in society.

Question 3: Discuss the social and financial impact of the Sydney
Olympic Games.
Host cities depend heavily on the structural and economic legacy of the
Games and often overlook the social and educational benefits that can be
obtained.
Social Impacts
The Games:
• Created an opportunity for both Koreas to parade under the same
flag.
• Provided recognition of minority groups.
• Created unity of the host nation.
• Proved the power of volunteerism.
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Increased the Australian interests in sport and the Olympic
Movement.
Introduced and involved the Australian children in the ideals of
Olympism.
Increased awareness in the local culture, both for Australians and
foreigners.
Provided future housing from the Olympic Village.
Developed, renewed and therefore, regenerated the whole Homebush
area thus improving the social infrastructure.
Provided stadiums which are now used for community events.
Provided an opportunity for reconciliation - recognition of minorities
and unifaction.
Simulated youth to participate in sport.
Promoted Paralympics & increased the awareness of that event.
Improved facilities for the disabled.
Left a legacy of the Games for the Australians.
Created partnerships with other countries.

The government guaranteed the finances for the Games and this has been
handsomely rewarded. All of the projected income sources were surpassed, which
resulted in a substantial profit in the overall operational budget of the Games,
specifically through TV rights.
In general it was felt that the initial were very positive although the whole story
will not be revealed immediately.
Negative social impacts of the Games were:
• The environment - increase in buildings, traffic and pollution.
• Unemployment and job redundancy following the Games.
•
The possibility of redundant/ excess facilities after the Games.
Financial impacts were:
•
Increased tourim in the host country.
•
Improved civic infrastructures and creation of new facilities.
•
Creation new jobs.
• Provided the opportunity for money to come into the country through
TV-rights, visitors and the multiplier effect.
•
Encouraged new investment.
Negative financial impacts were:
•
Increased taxes.
• Only a marginal economic improvement due to high standard of
living.
Question 4: Can you define which were the most important
sources of revenue at the Sydney Olympic Games and do you think
that sponsorship was the principle element in the generation of
revenue?
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The most important sources of revenue were:
TV Rights
Sponsorship
Tickets
Licences
Coins, Stamps
etc...

AS $ 1.36b
AS $ 536m (i.e. 25% of the total revenue
therefore significant)
AS $ 356m
AS $ 66m
Insignificant

Other short and long-term revenue was generated directly and indirectly
through tourism, economic growth, job creation, and modernization of the
facilities.
One group mentioned that even though television offers a greater financial
gain, the sponsoring aspect is very important because of its reach to so many
functioning elements associated with the Games. In Sydney, for example, sponsors
financed many more organizations involved in the creation of the Games, whereas
television's dollars went primarily to the IOC. In addition, some groups felt that the
two sources should provide the same amount of money so that no individual or
organization would be in a position to monopolize the Games.
Question 5: Do you think that the athletes at the Sydney Games
represented the ideals of the Olympic Movement? Give at least three
examples to support and oppose this opinion.

Yes.
For examples supporting the Olympic ideals, one can talk about:
• The symbol of reconciliation represented by Cathy FREEMAN lighting
the Olympic flame during the Opening Ceremony, and, especially, her lap
of honour after her victory with the Australian and Aborigine flags; a real
symbol of hope, peace and understanding between two peoples.
• Eric MUSSAMBI, the swimmer from Equatorial Guinea who completed
his race out of breath with a very average time, with a performance
somewhat below those of the other athletes. By finishing, he showed
his determination to participate and represent his country.
• During the Opening Ceremony, the athletes from North and South
Korea marched in the athletes' parade behind the same flag.
For examples opposing this opinion:
• All the doping cases and, especially, the réintégration into the Games
of certain athletes despite the fact they had tested positive for drugs
(Javier SOTOMAYOR and Merlene OTTEY).
• Athletes from the American basketball delegation displayed arrogance
and a lack of fair play, which goes against the Olympic values.
235

•
•

Certain Olympic favourites gave up when they realised that they had
lost any chance of winning a medal (the case for Marie-José PEREC).
Gravina, a member of the Italian volleyball team, took off her medal
during the national anthem, unsatisfied at only having won the bronze.

Question 6: Were the Sydney Olympic Games a good way of increasing
environmental awareness all over the world?
The Sidney Olympic Games were a good way to increase the environmental
awareness all over the world. They taught us the importance of our environment,
in addition to providing a good example to the world that it is possible to work
with technology, which does not affect the environment.
Furthermore, Sydney received a great "C" from the Green Peace Organization,
which is widely regarded as the leader in environmental issues.
The successes included:
• A water recycling system and an environmentally friendly infrastructure
(e.g. railways and transport expansion linking many venues to the airport).
• The living conditions of local people have improved environmentally.
• Media coverage during the Games was very extensive (3.5 billion TV
viewers) and therefore made people aware of the environmental issues.
It is not only the responsibility of "Green Peace" to protect the environment but
a responsibility of all of us, and the Sydney Olympic Games were a perfect
example of this to the world.
The shortcomings included:
• PVC was extensively used in temporary venues.
• The organizers failed to provide vehicles during the Games, which
produce reduced emissions.
• Food & drink containers (e.g. ice cream wrappers) did not comply with
the waste management strategy.
• Ozone depleting air conditioners were mostly used in competitions
arenas.
• Generally, the Games did not improve Sidney's environmental problems
(air, water...) in the long-term and therefore, a strategy at future Games
needs to be maintained.
From the public's point of view, the Olympic Games did not have much effect
on the environment. However, the Olympic Games must have been inspiring for
the environmental organizations all over the world.

Question 7: Do you think that environmental aspect should be
reinforced in Olympic education and if so, how?
All groups agreed that Olympic Education provides great opportunities for
increasing awareness of environmental issues all over the globe. This could be
achieved in a variety of ways:
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Through educational programs related to Olympism and the media
coverage of the Olympic Games. This ensures that a wider audience of all
ages and nationalities is reached, during the Games. This of course
presupposes that Olympic Education programs are established in every
country, something that currently is far from being the case.
• By organizing environmentally friendly Games that incorporate recycling
programs, use of alternative uses of energy, etc. The IOC could ensure that
the environmental aspects of the Games are given high priority by closely
monitoring such issues before and during the Games, by incorporating
relevant regulations into the Olympic Charter and finally by rewarding
host cities that organize Games which respect the environment.
• Through the co-operation of the IOC and NOCs with governments and
environmental groups, both on the national and international level.
• By using great Olympic athletes as role models and active promoters
of environmental causes.
Finally, all groups agreed that all facets of sport, including the Olympic Games,
should not in any way be detrimental to the environment. This is in keeping with
the fundamental Olympic principles. The Olympic Movement can make a difference in maintaining a clean and safe environment throughout the world.

Question 8: Are the Olympic ideals too unrealistic for contemporary
athletes?
While in the past, Olympic ideals have been tarnished by personal and
monetary gains, most groups agreed that the Olympic ideals were not too
unrealistic for contemporary athletes.
Modern athletes who try to outperform themselves can achieve Olympic
ideals such as the "pursuit of excellence". In fact, although the Olympic motto
"citius, altius, fortius" could be misconstrued as encouraging cheating, in essence,
it pushes people to strive for personal excellence.
Of course, some athletes may not respect the Olympic ideals, but this is
a common trait of society in general.
Some groups pointed out also that the Olympic ideals have become unrealistic
when considering other aspects of the Olympic Movement such as marketing,
economic management, journalism, etc.
Some felt that the Paralympic Movement was a more solid representation of
the Olympic ideals.

Question 9: What are the arguments against doping and what
possible arguments could be given that advocate the use of some drugs
in sport?
In general, the groups outlined the followings as the principal arguments
against the use of doping:
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It is against the ideals of Olympism and medical ethics. The individual
choosing to use such substances gains an illegal and unethical advantage
over the other competitors, thus breaking the rules and contradicting fair
play. In addition, it widens the gap between athletes/teams that can afford
these drugs and those who cannot.
• It takes humanism out of sport. Doping creates an uneven platform
for competition, which should be based upon individual human
capabilities, and not on drug enhanced metabolisms.
• Tarnishes the image of the Olympic rings and ideals. It devalues sport
and also the image of the athlete's country.
• It is harmful to the athlete's health and it can also be dangerous for other
people because some forbidden substances result in aggressive behaviour.
• Its continuous use may lead to drug dependency.
• It may force others to use them, simply in order to remain competitive.
•
It is a bad role model for youth.
Possible arguments for its legal use:
•
Infringements of the athletes' human rights or civil liberties.
•
An actual medical need for a genuine medical ailment.
• Enhance athletes' performance, which could prolong their career and
hence their income.
Some felt that drugs should be made legal. However this would initially require
a complete revision of what the concepts of sport and cheating are. It would also
raise a whole host of new issues such as, whether the Games would become a
competition between athletes or drug companies.

Question 10: Should athletes who get caught doping be banned from
their sport and for how long?
All the groups agreed that doping is cheating and should be punished:
• Drug testing should continue to be done in order to stop athletes from
cheating and from harming their bodies.
• Sanctions should continue to be imposed decided by the IOC Medical
Commission and on case by case basis.
• Sanctions should be taken against doctors and medical advisors as well
as team mangers and coaches if proven that these individuals were
involved in the doping case.
• Even the laboratories that produce doping substances should be
sanctioned.
• Anti-drug regulations between the different sporting bodies should be
harmonized.
As far as sanctions are concerned, the groups' opinions were divided.
Some groups said that athletes should be banned for life while others argued
that athletes should be banned in accordance to the seriousness of the case.
Some added that the severity of sanctions should also depend on whether it is the
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athlete's first or second offence, the type of drug used and the intentions of the
athlete when the illegal substance was used.
Finally, athletes that have been sanctioned should be given a chance to rehabilitate themselves by working towards the Olympic ideals through educational
programs.

Question 11: What suggestions do you have for Athens 2004 on Olympic
Education?
As proven by the Sydney Olympic Education Program, such a program can be a
very effective tool in raising national and international awareness of the Olympic
ideals. Presented by Greek and international athletes and pertinent figures, this
program will have an influential effect on all communities where it is implemented.
Not only can the Athens Games of 2004 incorporate many of the successful
programs of the Sydney 2000 Games, but also, Greece's unique historical wealth can
offer an Olympic Education program that expands over thousands of years.
Recommendations :
• A long-term strategy must be planned and the objectives of the program
should be very clearly defined.
• All the fundamental principles of the Olympic Movement should be
included in the program.
• The Greek public should be educated on the value and benefits these
Games represent for the entire country.
• Additional focus should be placed on the youth of Greece, who will be
at the appropriate age to work as volunteers during the 2004 Games.
• Environmental, cultural and educational programs should be integrated
and extended not only to schools but also to local communities in Greece
and in the Olympic member countries.
• An international cultural event should take place during the Olympic Games
for artists from all over the world to share their knowledge, beliefs and
culture in order to promote unity and respect through the Olympic Spirit.
Means through which these programs can be implemented are:
• School curricula
• Lecturers
• Educational kits
• Interactive games and CD ROMs
• Educational TV and radio programs (media kit)
• Educational theatrical performances (drama)
Question 12: Discuss the philosophy and the implementation of
Olympic Education Programs.

It was generally agreed that the philosophy of the Olympic Education
programs encompassed the following:
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It serves as a vital vehicle in disseminating the principles of Olympism
and increases awareness of its values throughout the Olympiad.
• It promotes enthusiasm, encourages striving for excellence and fosters
participation in the Olympic Movement through an educational means.
The groups agreed that the implementation of an Olympic Education program
is a critical issue, as the Olympic Movement has a responsibility to establish an
educational legacy for the young people of today and the future. The strategies
must be broad, flexible and embrace the respective cultural, social, political and
religious domains in order to be feasible in terms of implementation.
The programs should not concentrate only on youth however, they are a
primary target audience. The IOA, NOAs, OCOG educational programs, and
IOC Olympic Museum pedagogy programmes are effective promoters and
vehicles for Olympic Education for all age groups.
Bill-board messages, print, broadcast media, on-site set up at the Olympic
Games venues, public forums, the Internet, films, etc., should be enhanced in
addition to the courses and resource kits that are currently used for Olympic
Education programs. The programs should have distinguished goals and an
effective and precise Olympic Education evaluation policy.
The programs should harness sport as a tool to develop a lifestyle based
on the principles of Olympism. It could be implemented through meta-cognition,
discussion, role-play, brainstorming, problem solving strategies youth camps,
competitions and/or road shows.
In addition, it was felt by some that integration and emphasis should be placed
on the understanding of the Ancient Olympic Games.
The IOC should exert a compulsory rule for the NOCs to implement Olympic
Education Programs.

Question 13: What suggestions do you have for Athens 2004 on cultural
dimensions?
All groups agreed that Athens 2004 Olympic Games should and will have an
important cultural dimension. Greece, the birthplace of the Olympic Games, has a
long and rich Olympic Tradition. A number of suggestions regarding the ways this
rich tradition could be presented to the public were made:
• Before the Olympic Games, the cultural and historic aspects of the ancient
and early Modern Olympic Games could be emphasized through Olympic
Education programs, youth camps, etc., targeting not only the Greeks but
also the potential audience of the Games worldwide. Some groups
cautioned however, that an overemphasis on the ancient history of the
Games should be avoided. The IOA could further promote this aspect
during the years leading up to the 2004 Games.
• During the Games, attention could be drawn to the Olympic Tradition of
Greece during the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, the torch relay
and other cultural activities that will be organised in Athens in conjunction
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with the Games. In addition, there should be a conscious effort to inform
Olympic Athletes and foreign visitors to the Games of the history of the
Ancient Olympic Games. This could be done using the following means;
the media, films projections in the Olympic Village, special presentations
to the public, organised visits of spectators to ancient sites, use of logos
and other symbols inspired by ancient themes, etc.
In addition, incorporating cultural activities from all continents
could enhance the cultural dimension of the 2004 Games. Such an
attempt would be fully in keeping with the Olympic Ideals of unity
and universality.

Question 14: How can the Games on Athens 2004 use Olympic athletes
to educate the general public on Olympism?
Before Athens 2004 start using Olympic Athletes and their experience to
educate the general public on Olympism, they must first ensure that the athletes
chosen for this purpose actually have an understanding of Olympism themselves.
If they do not, they should first be educated at a session such as this one.
Although medallists always get more press coverage, Athens should name
and use all Olympic and Paralympic Athletes as "ambassadors". Former athletes
could also be used because they have less commitment to training and the risk
of tarnished records may be less. In addition the top athletes should be educated
to understand that they can serve as role models and should so voluntary.
Only one group felt that the athletes are not the appropriate ones to educate or
deliver these programs but they must be supportive of them.
Olympic Education programs are already in place to inform children about
Olympism but a different approach should be taken when educating the general
public.
Practical methods where Olympians could insist in implementation are:
• School visits and youth sport camps where they could coach and
share their experiences as a way of inspiring the children so to promote
many issues including, the Olympic Ideals and a healthy lifestyle.
• Participate in sporting activities, appearances in the media, conferences,
meetings, educational videos and chat rooms on the Internet and
informative videos.
• Assist in advertising campaigns designed to give people an introduction
to Olympism with details of further sources of information being made
available.
• Brief TV slots (5 min. before/after the news) could be used for messages
conveying the principles/ideals of the Olympic Movement.
• Sharing experiences about athletes, teams and the Games (ideals, history,
buildup) at regional levels.
• Organising events such as the IOA with well-known Greek
Athletes.
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A vital point to remember is that the use of the mass media is essential to the
success of any program like this.
Some also thought that all the NOCs could help ATHOC educate the general
Public of Olympism by choosing the right "ambassadors" within in their
own countries taking into consideration the motivation and competence of the
athletes and by using a concrete plan, message and a systematic approach. Due
to different cultures the way to tackle this problem could vary. The costs of this
project should be covered either by the IOC or by ATHOC.

Question 15: What suggestions do you have for Athens 2004 on the use
of the overseas volunteers?
Reasons for using overseas volunteers:
• There is a lack of a volunteer culture in Greece.
• Foreign volunteers will learn more about the host country's culture,
language, history and traditions and when they will return home they
can act as ambassadors for Greece.
• Inclusion of overseas volunteers will result in a more global celebration
of the Games, thus serving as an opportunity to follow the directive of the
International Olympic Committee "Bring the world to Athens".
• The diversity of volunteers also helps to broaden the base of expertise
from which to draw upon as different perspectives are immersed together
in planning and implementation of different activities, which provides for
a unique experience for the participants of the Games.
• Overseas volunteers could be a valuable resource for the organisers of Athens
2004 because they could help athletes from their own country by meeting
them at the airport, helping with translation and understanding cultural issues.
Reasons for not using overseas volunteers:
• It is difficult to train people who live far away.
• There will be a lack of understanding of the philosophy of the Games
and a lack of integration with the local culture.
•
Demand and costs of accommodation for these individuals.
Methods by which overseas volunteers could be used:
• By cooperating with organisations that already have the network and
financial support for international educational programs.
• By using a small core of volunteers from Sydney and previous Olympic
Games with practical experience to help in special areas.
• By establishing an accommodation bureau to assist them in finding
reasonably priced accommodation. School buildings, military facilities,
large cruise ships or a temporary village could be used to alleviate the cost
for the volunteers.
• By planning the volunteer program now and determining how to train
them prior to the Games taking into account the logistics and consider
the use of the Internet for this.
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By using the Internet to train overseas volunteers.
By pairing foreign with local volunteers in order to help the former
overcome problems, which could arise due to the fact that they are not
familiar with Athens.
By making sure that the volunteers have a clear knowledge of English.
By training the volunteers in the fundamentals of Olympism.
By giving priority to Greek living in Greece but also to those Greeks
living overseas because they speak foreign languages and they are also
familiar with the Greek culture.

Question 16: What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of
partnership (with government, non profit and private organisations) for
the Athens Organising Committee?
Advantages:
• The government has allocated land and approved laws to facilitate the
ongoing projects and to provide sponsorship.
• The government has power and legal authority and can provide security.
• Private companies can transfer their knowledge, experience and expertise
about the planning, maintenance and running of various programs to the
Athens Organising Committee.
• The government can impose new taxes to create new funds for ATHOC.
• The government has a huge budget through it can find ATHOC.
• Governmental and other organisations can provide ATHOC with access
to volunteers.
• ATHOC can gain easy access to emergency services.
• Nonprofit and private organisations are more flexible that the government.
• Working together will result in being stronger to accomplish more
("unity is strength").
•
Partnerships can foster national unity.
Disadvantages:
•
Politicization of events and lobbying are likely to take center stage.
• Conflicting interests between organisations involved including the
government may upset the proper programming of the Games.
• Polarization between the powerful organisations may compromise the
Olympic Ideals.
• There is the danger that the Olympic values will be spread incorrectly.
• The Government is not as flexible as other organisations.
• If private organisations invest in the construction of a building that will
be used for the Olympic Games, they would be the official owners of it
after the Games.

Questions 17: How can you link with others you have met here at the
IOA to pursue Olympic Ideals?
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All groups were in agreement that in order for any of us to carry out this
task it was very important that we continue to communicate with each other in a
variety of ways. These were split into five categories or methods by which this
communication could be achieved with optimum effect.
Cooperation: It is important to remain in contact with the friends you have
made here at the IOA in order to share information about successful programs.
This may be taken further by joining forces and cooperating in specific projects,
organising seminars or delivering talks and may be enhanced by exchanges of
delegations to visit other NOA/NOCs.
Visits: The promotions of multi-cultural exchange can be continues after you
leave the Academy by visiting other participants in their own countries.
Website: The new IOA Sessions' website (www.ioa-sessions.org) can be used
as an effective tool for keeping in touch with fellow participants. This website can
also be used to follow other sessions broadcast online and the archive section can
be used as a resource. However, this site should be respected and only be used
for creative means. The Internet can be used to exchange information quickly and
also to stay in touch with individuals and groups through e-mail.
IOAPA: By committing to the promotion of and participation in the
International Olympic Academy Participants Association, we can remain in close
contact with other people interested in Olympic Ideals.
Spreading the world: By using the multiplier effect, each of us can share the
names of IOA participants with other people working in the Olympic Movement
within each other country and in so doing strengthen the network of people
worldwide.

Question 18: What can you do to advance the Olympic ideals in your
own institutions (clubs, universities, NOCs, etc.)?
Generally, the groups felt that the dissemination of knowledge and experience
gained from the IOA Session would depend on the individuals' background,
education, environment and community.
As the ambassadors of the Olympic ideals, participants acknowledged that
several successful programs are presently being implemented. These platforms
can serve as a stepping stone for future strategies, at a global level, examples
include the IOC Museums and Olympic Studies Center in Lausanne. These
organisations inform and educate the public through educational programs, library
and archival resources. At the national level, the growing number of National
Olympic Academies, the programmes of Olympic Solidarity and Olympic
Education reflect the endeavors in spreading the Olympic ideals.
Participants agreed that they should:
• Practice the Olympic ideals and lead by example.
• Share the knowledge gained at the IOA Session.
• Learn from the experience gained and the strategies used by other
individuals.
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Acquire the support and partnership from the country in which the
strategies and plans are to be implemented.
Organise attractive, enjoyable activities for youngsters and emphasize
the active involvement of their parents.
Consider the cultural aspects of different countries when planning the
various activities.
Create or enhance activities conducted by the National Olympic
Academy.
Ensure that the Olympic Ideals are integrated into physical education
programs.
Instigate Olympic Run Day Runs to be held in all educational institutions.
Cooperate with the NOC via the NOA to organise sports forums and
workshops and to disseminate information on Olympic Education via
newspapers, magazines, newsletters, posters and informational boards.
Create local Olympic Education resources.
Disseminate Olympism in the local sports events.
Conduct lectures on the past, present and future of the Olympic Games.
Cooperate with the NOC to promote the volunteer movement.
Initiate or increase the interaction with the Sports Ministry.
Introduce athletes as Olympic ambassadors to schools.
Create educational packages for schools with the assistance of educators.
Initiate efforts to establish NOAs.

Question 19: What can you do to promote the Olympic ideals within
different institutions (clubs, universities, NOCs, etc.), in your research and
in your publications?
Activities carried out by former IOA participants to promote the Olympic ideals
must be gradual. They comprise:
1. Activities at local level, such as:
• Personal research in line with ethical and moral behaviour corresponding
to the Olympic ideals.
2. Activities at national level, including making the following aware:
• Directors of National Federations and Clubs.
• Media (written press, radio, television and Internet).
• Different levels of the education system (primary, secondary and
university).
3. Limited extra activities like organising:
• "Mini-Olympiads".
• Olympic Days.
• Events with athletes who have participated in the Olympic Games.
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Souvenir photos of Mr FILARETOS with the participants.

Souvenir photos of Mr FILARETOS with the participants.
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Souvenir photo of Mr FILARETOS with Mr George FRAGOULIS, Manager
of the IOA installations.

Souvenir photo of Mr FILARETOS with Dr Kostas GEORGIADIS, IOA Dean.
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Address
By Ms Gugu RADEBE (SWZ)
On behalf of the participants

I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone for having been
given the opportunity to air my views to you all about the International Olympic
Academy. I must say that it has been a privilege for me that I was selected by the
NOC of Swaziland to come and share my experiences with the participants from
all over the world.
On the first day I came to Athens, the sun was unbearable hot, If I could
compare it with the weather in my country. I also thought that it was going to be
so difficult for me to socialise with the participants, but to my surprise it has been
always the opposite. If I could draw your attention towards the lecture discussions,
I never had an opportunity to ask questions, but now I am so glad, I have a broad
mind in as far as viewing of things is concerned. When the participants were
forwarding questions to the lecturers, sometime I could realise that I knew things
at face value, but now I am confident even to be in front of you.
It is true that one of the International Olympic Academy's objectives, is to bring
about change and make possible out of the impossible, but to me, the issue of
doping is still a controversy. Some participants believe that an athlete, found guilty
of doping should be sanctioned, depending on the degree of the substance
content, in his body and some believe that athletes should be sanctioned equally,
either the substance content found in their bodies is less or high, the fact remains
that they were cheating. So united we stand, divided we fall, let's work together,
the ball is on our hands. I know we can make it. Let's continuously strive for
excellency.
There was never a time, I was so happy, like I have been in this academy.
I wish I could turn back the period of our stay. But really, no condition is
permanent, at some point in time we have to say good bye like we said hello.
I repeat these words "United we stand, divided we fall".
Have peace within yourselves as you take different planes/flights to your
respective homes. Hope to meet you again some day, some time in the Olympic
spirit.
The Olympic Spirit is the key to success.

250

Address
By Mr Roger BARROW (RSA)
On behalf of the participants

It is a great honour and privilege for me to stand up before you and represent
my fellow participants.
I have a few pictures to present to you portraying the happiness, joy and
memories that we will treasure for the rest of our lives. As we watch each photo
being showed we realise how amazing this occasion is as we have 200 participants
from 86 different countries from all over the world.
When I look at the Academy I paint a beautiful picture in my mind, green
lawns, palm trees, marble steps, national flags, helicopters, noisy canteen,
sportsmanship, education, smiles, pride, beer and of course friendship. How
fortunate we all are, to have been chosen by our countries to take part in "The best
International Olympic Academy Session Ever!"
Three things come up when I look back on the last two weeks: Mind, Body
and Soul.
Mind: we increased our knowledge in the morning as we were inspired by
the lectures.
Body: In the afternoon we partake in various sporting and culture activities.
Soul: In the evening we all unite together.
I stand here looking over all of you and one thing comes to mind. Picture
yourself as a small particle of a firecracker. When it is ignited it travels high up
into the air and explodes into many beautiful and different colours. We leave
here today to be ignited into the rest of the world as we all travel back to our
respective countries and spread the word of Olympism.
There are so many people to thank for making this Session the success that it
is the list is just too great to mention everyone. Firstly the President, Mr Filaretos,
for your dedication to the Academy, the Dean, Mr Georgiadis, ensuring the
educational aspects of the Session, our respective National Olympic Committees
for giving us the opportunity to take part in this Session, the Hellenic Olympic
Committee, that we all have this wonderful opportunity. The lecturers for their
words of wisdom, the co-ordinators for their guidance, the staff of the Academy
for their hospitality, and finally to you the participants my friends.
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Address
By Mr Cyrille BOULONGNE (FRA)
On behalf of the co-ordinators

We are today holding the Closing Ceremony of this 40th IOA Session for Young
Participants.
President Filaretos and Dean Georgiadis, permit me first of all, on behalf of all
the discussion group coordinators, to express to you our sincerest thanks for your
welcome here at Olympia.
During the last few weeks, we have been able to appreciate the extraordinary
richness and complexity of the values of Olympism. Indeed, their capacity for
renewal is equalled only by that of the culture and society, which forged them.
It would be naïve, however, to think that the core values have been fully
attained. Ongoing problems like boycotts, restrictions on the participation of
individuals or nations, deadly violence and moral difficulties can still provoke
criticism.
The core values are thus the subject of qualified revisions. Thus Guttman1
affirms that "the Olympic Games are not what Pierre de Coubertin intended them
to be. They will never be simply an occasion for athletes to compete in friendly
rivalry, for spectators to admire extraordinary physical performances and for
everyone involved to feel himself or herself a part of the family of man. But the
Olympic Games are not the opposite, either. They are not simply occasions
forsexism, racism, religious fanaticism, ideological display, nationalism,
commercialisation and instrumentalisation of the body. Every four years, as the
Olympic Games more nearly approach or more tragically disappoint our ideals,
they provide us with a dramatic indication of who we are. Perhaps that is the best
argument for their continuation."
In the modern world, the Games and the Olympic Movement highlight the
positive possibilities for transcending our human nature, but also the negative
possibilities of degeneration.
The Games and the Olympic Movement are thus imperfect instruments held and
used by imperfect men and women, who are striving for an ideal of perfection.
1

A. Guttmann, The Modern Games: A Sociopsychological Interpretation,
Champaign (Illinois), Human Kinetics Publishers, 1988, p. 443.
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Address
By Mr Nikos FILARETOS (GRE)
Member of the IOC
President of the International Olympic Academy
Secretary General of the ICMG and
Vice Chairman of the Commission for Culture and Olympic Education of the IOC

It has become a ritual, every year, around the same period and at the same
place to hold this closing ceremony. Though it takes place always in the morning
hours, the scenery around us appears somewhat melancholic.
Another year marked by the International Session for Young Participants comes
to its end; the place will be deserted, the rooms will not be animated by
your passionate presence; everything will become quiet - the corridors, the
playgrounds, the benches - and so will your President.
By tomorrow, the Academy will not resound with your voices. And there is
nothing more frigid than a place like this without the presence of youth. It will
look like a mausoleum. Others might find no explanation for this, but I know it:
tomorrow already, I will be missing all these voices that awake in me this feeling
of nostalgia expressed in such a characteristic way by the verses of a great Greek
poet, Konstantinos Kavafis:
Ideal and beloved voices
Of those who have vanished forever
During this whole period, so short and yet so intense, I have been waiting
for this last moment to sign with relief. And though the moment has come, it is a
different feeling that swells my breast. It is this strange breath, this experience that
I will try share with you, even if it isn't so easy to explain.
This is not a personal speech. It is as though you are listening to somebody
who tried his best to transcend the limits of his own person and talk to you,
knowing that a heavy responsibility is lying on his shoulders: to say "farewell".
Before leaving this place - to which some of you might not return - please
take a last good look around and think that tomorrow it will be transformed into
memory. As the Greek poet and Nobel Prize George Seferis wrote, memory hurts
whenever you may touch it.
It will not take long before you realise that memory is the most alive presence
in our being. "I remember" means "I feel pain". And it hurts the soul to remember
everything that is gone and lost perhaps forever.
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/ do not remember means actually I have not suffered. I
have not suffered: I have not learned. I have not
learned: I have not lived.
"Pain is an ordeal," says the Greek national poet Dionyssios Solomos. And
through this ordeal one will both try and suffer.
For one last time, let's have a look around us, at this place and at its ordeal.
We gave you a trial and we have suffered too, despite the shortness of the time
we spent together. Hence comes the turn of your memory, and of ours, to be
tested for its quality.
A beloved schoolmaster legacy I had at school left us with the following:
To behave like a good man is easy and in one's interest. To do well is difficult.
To forgive shows one's gentleness and kindness. To ask for forgiveness shows
one's bravery.
To love is equal to a passive beauty. Not to hate is an active struggle.
To blame others for having compromised is fashionable enough; to refuse to
compromise with yourself proves that you are truly unyielding.
I urge you to hold this legacy in the depths of your heart, in order to better
yourselves and to serve correctly the society you are living in and the ideals of the
Olympic Movement.
In this difficult and emotional moment, with sentiments so contradictory, as joy
will soon give its place to sorrow, we have travelled into the past few days and we
will continue to travel together as long as we keep this memory alive.
There is nothing else to say, I think, but the verse of another great Greek poet,
Odysseas Elytis (Nobel Prize for literature):
A stiffening of the soul and not a word more
There is nothing more to say. One last look at each other and farewell to the
eyes glistening with a tear.
Thank you for your presence, your friendship and affection. Farewell and
happy landings back home.
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Souvenir photo of participants in front of the statue of Diagoras.

A moment from the closing ceremony.
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Closing address by the President of the IOA Mr Nikos FILARETOS.
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Abbreviations used
AFRICA
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Republic of the Congo
Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Côte d'Ivoire
Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Equatorial Guinea
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria

ALG
ANG
BEN
BOT
BUR
BDI
CMR
CPV
CAF
CHA
COM
CGO
COD
CIV
DJI
EGY
ETH
GAB
GAM
GHA
GUI
GBS
GEQ
KEN
LES
LBR
LBA
MAD
MAW
MLI
MTN
MRI
MAR
MOZ
NAM
NIG
NGR

Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
United Republic of Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

RWA
STP
SEN
SEY
SLE
SOM
RSA
SUD
SWZ
TAN
TOG
TUN
UGA
ZAM
ZIM

AMERICA
Antigua and Barbuda
Netherlands Antilles
Argentina
Aruba
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Bermuda
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Cayman Islands
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador

ANT
AHO
ARG
ARU
BAH
BAR
BIZ
BER
BOL
BRA
CAN
CAY
CHI
COL
CRC
CUB
DMA
DOM
ECU
ESA
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Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Virgin Islands
British Virgin Islands

ASIA

Afghanistan
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
People's Republic of China
Chinese Taipei
Democratic People's
Republic of Korea
Hong Kong, China
India
Indonesia
Islamic Republic of Iran
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GRN Iraq
GUA Japan
GUY Jordan
HAI Kazakstán
HON Korea
JAM Kuwait
MEX Kyrgyzstan
NCA Lao People's
PAN Democratic Republic
PAR Lebanon
PER Malaysia
PUR Maldives
SKN Mongolia
LCA Myanmar
Nepal
VIN Oman
SUR Pakistan
TRI Palestine
USA Philippines
URU Qatar
VEN Saudi Arabia
ISV Singapour
IVB Sri Lanka
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
Turkmenistan
United Arab Emirates
Uzbekistan
AFG Vietnam
BRN Yemen
BAN
BHU
BRU
CAM
CHN EUROPE
TPE
Albania
PRK Andorra
HKG Armenia
IND Austria
INA Azerbaijan
IRI Belarus

IRQ
JPN
JOR
KAZ
KOR
KUW
KGZ
LAO
LIB
MAS
MDV
MGL
MYA
NEP
OMA
PAK
PLE
PHI
QAT
KSA
SIN
SRI
SYR
TJK
THA
TKM
UAE
UZB
VIE
YEM

ALB
AND
ARM
AUT
AZE
BLR

Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia
France
Georgia
Germany
Great Britain
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Republic of Moldova
Monaco
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russian Federation
San Marino
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
Yugoslavia

BEL
BIH
BUL
CRO
CYP
CZE
DEN
EST
FIN
MKD
FRA
GEO
GER
GBR
GRE
HUN
ISL
IRL
ISR
ITA
LAT
LIE
LTU
LUX
MLT
MDA
MON
NED
NOR
POL
POR
ROM
RUS
SMR
SVK
SLO
ESP
SWE
SUI
TUR
UKR
YUG

OCEANIA

Australia
Cook Islands
Fidji
Guam
Federated States of Micronesia
Nauru
New Zealand
Palau
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
Tonga
Vanuatu
Samoa
American Samoa

AUS
COK
FIJ
GUM
FSM
NRU
NZL
PLW
PNG
SOL
TGA
VAN
SAM
ASA
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GUESTS
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Secretary General,
National Olympic Committee
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President of the Technical
Commission of the International
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Dely Ibrahim 16320
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Mr Claude COLLARD
President of the International
Committee for the Mediterranean
Games (ICMG)
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78000 Versailles
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Mrs GROSPEILLET
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Mrs Veronica
GUTIERREZ LOZOYA
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Coyoacan 1058 - 401 A
Colonia del Valle 03100 Benito
Juarez Mexico, DF - MEXICO

Mrs HOLLWAY

Premier's Department
New South Wales
L21, Governor Macquarie Tower
Sydney NSW 2000
AUSTRALIA

Mrs Rosa MOTA
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Rua Maréchal Saldanba
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Mr PEDROSO
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Ms Dominique PETIT
Member of the Technical
Commission of the International
Committee for the Mediterranean
Games (ICMG)

Fédération Française de Volley-Ball
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Mrs RAMSAMY

P.O. Box 1355,
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Maître Luc SILANCE
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Mrs Polytimi MOISSIDOU

12, Navarinou Str.,
152 32 Chalandri
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Mr Hector VERIKKIOS

ALPHA BANK
114, Lavriou Street
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Ms Alina GORTZI
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Mr Alexandros KITROEFF
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Ms Mei DONG
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16320 Alger
ALGERIA
c/o NOC of Algeria
Case postale 10, Dely Ibrahim
16320 Alger
ALGERIA

ARGENTINA

Ms Gabriela María ZULIANI
Mr Christian ATANCE
Ms Maria Betania BRACAMONTE

Concepción Arenal 718
ARGENTINA
Condarco 575-B1834BJK, Temperley
ARGENTINA
Sarmiento 2145, Cordoba
ARGENTINA

ARMENIA

Mr Tatschat ASATURYAN

Mr Armen MARTIROSYAN

3 rue Bagratunyac 44a
Yerevan 375106
ARMENIA
16th district, Rouse 44, apt.62,
Yerevan 375108
ARMENIA

273

AUSTRALIA

Mr William GLENWRIGHT
Ms Sophie KEIL

3 Brier Place, Melba ACT 2615
AUSTRALIA
13 / 104 King William St.,
Kent Town S.A 5067
AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

Ms Susanne KORNEXL
Ms Magdalena KULNIK

Ms Maria SPONRING

Larcheuweg 15 6l6l Nalters
AUSTRIA
Selkach 2,
9072 Ludmannsdort
AUSTRIA
Ausserberg 31, 6133 Weerberg
AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

Mlle Marie-Caroline HOCKE

Avenue E Plasey 181
1030 Bruxelles
BELGIUM

BENIN

Mlle Christhelle HOUNDONOUGBO

05 BP 427 Cotonou
BENIN

BRAZIL

Ms Maria Silvia MARTINS

Mr Marcio TURINI

Av. Brig.Faria lima, 2553 / 62,
Sao Paolo -SP
BRAZIL
Hipocrates St. 140 / 302
BRAZIL

BULGARIA

Mr Dimitar JABLIN

Mr Boyan BOYCHEV

274

c/o NOC of Bulgaria
4, Angel Kanchev Street,
1000 Sofia
BULGARIA
c/o NOC of Bulgaria
4, Angel Kanchev St.
1000 Sofia
BULGARIA

CANADA

Mlle Brigitte LEGARE

Mr Marc ARSENEAU

48 Place des Tournesols,
Charlesbourg Quebec G1G 1J6
CANADA
19 rue Bill,
Petit-Rocher, N.-B. E8J 3HL
CANADA

CHILE

Mr Felipe SOTO

Alonso de Cordova 6152, Apt.406
CHILE

CHINA

Mrs Yang YANG
Mr Haoning GU

5 Tiyuguan Road, Beijing,
100763 CHINA
5 Tiyuguan Road, Beijing,
100763 CHINA

COLOMBIA

Mr Javier Ernesto LIZCANO

c/o NOC of Colombia
Apartado Aereo 5093 Avenida 68 No 55-65,
Santafe de Bogota D.C
COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

Mr Mauricio MURILLO GONZALEZ

985-1111 Tibas
COSTA RICA

CYPRUS

Mr Petros HADJISTEFANOU
Mr George KORELLIS
Mrs Niki IERIDOU

Athanasiou Diakou 15
CYPRUS
Sicoutri 8, 202 FL, 1076, Nicosia
CYPRUS
5 Polydefkis St. Nearchos Court 5,
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